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@ E x c e l l e n t  Good 0 F o i r  0 Deternorefed R u i n s  U Uncrpolad 
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( i r k n o w n j  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A X A N C E  

B u i l t  around 1820 by Michael Higgins and Alexander McCollom, t h e  Bank 
Building i s  Accmack County's bes t  preserved Federa l - s ty l e  c o m e r c i a l  
bu i ld ing .  Designed along a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x i s ,  t h e  Bank is a  two-story 
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  above a  f u l l  basement. Although the  southeas t  facade  and 
foundat ions  t o  t h e  o f f - s e t  wa te r t ab le  were stuccoed and scored  t o  
s imula te  a s h l a r  masonry a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  remaining w a l l s  have t h e i r  
brickwork exposed. Ornamented wi th  b e a u t i f u l l y  executed Flemish bond w i t h  
k ing  c l o s e r s  around the  windows and doors,  unadorned wooden l i n t e l s  wi th  
splayed ends,  and an o r i g i n a l  modi l l ion  co rn ice  wi th  a  d e l i c a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  
f re twork  f r i e z e ,  t h e  Bank Building r e t a i n s  a  g r e a t  dea l  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  charm. A s i n g l e  i n t e r i o r - e n d  chimney with a r e b u i l t  s t a c k  
se rves  t h e  r e a r  o f f i c e .  Although t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  ent rance  doors have been 
a l t e r e d ,  an  o r i g i n a l  f lush-paneled s ix -pane l  door survives  on t h e  second 
f l o o r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  sou theas t  facade i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  arrangement of a  now 
vanished c a t ' s  head and h o i s t  f o r  t h e  r a i s i n g  of merchandise t o  t h e  second 
f l o o r  s t o r a g e  a r e a .  D i rec t ly  over  t h e  second f l o o r  door i n  t h e  gab le  end 
is  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f i n e  period f a n l i g h t  wi th  a  simply molded a r c h i t r a v e  
and unadorned wooden keystone.  Access t o  t h e  c e l l a r  is gained through an 
e a r l y ,  though r e b u i l t ,  shed bulkhead ent rance .  

The i n t e r i o r  t r im  o f  t h e  Bank Building has been masked on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  by modern a l t e r a t i o n s ,  al though i t  repu ted ly  r e t a i n s  an e a r l y  ogee 
co rn ice  behind t h e  present  veneer  o f  s h e e t  rock.  The mantel i n  t h e  p resen t  
o f f i c e  whi le  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  per iod  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  no t  o r i g i n a l  
t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  was moved from a  d i snan te l ed  ear ly-n ine teenth-century  
o f f i c e .  Because of i t s  use  as  a  s t o r a g e  a r e a  t h e  second f l o o r  i n t e r i o r  was 
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B u i l t  by Xichael  Higgins and Alexander McCollom s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  
j o i n t  purchase of a  qua r t e r -ac re  l o t  i n  Drummondtown i n  1819, t h e  Bank 
Building o r i g i n a l l y  housed one of Aceomack County's p r i n c i p a l  mercan t i l e  
e n t e r p r i s e s .  I n  1825 EIichael Higgins d ied  i n t e s t a t e  and McCollom purchased 
h i s  p a r t n e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  from t h e  h e i r s .  Four yea r s  l a t e r  i n  h i s  own w i l l ,  
McCollom s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r e  cont inue  i n  ope ra t ion  u n t i l  h i s  son James 
came o f  age and was a b l e  t o  assume the  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of these  
two opera t ions .  

1 Afte r  s e v e r a l  subsequent ownerships, t h e  Bank Bui ld ing ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  
i n  proper ty  t i t l e  by t h i s  time a s  t h e  Br ick  S t o r e ,  was purchased i n  1867 by 
D r .  Edward Young. Dr. Young i n  t u r n  w i l l e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  h i s  granddaughte:: 
Sarah and he r  husband Thomas N. Blackstone. Blackstone e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  
banking bus iness  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  gave the  bu i ld ing  i t s  p r e s e n t  name. U n t i l  
i t s  merger wi th  the  Eas te rn  Shore C i t i z e n s '  Bank o f  Onancock, Thomas 
Blacks tone ' s  bank was a  p r i v a t e l y  owned banking e n t e r p r i s e .  The Bank 
Building i s  now owned and maintained by t h e  Eas te rn  Shore Chamber of C m e r c e .  

B e a u t i f u l l y  preserved,  the  Bank Building i s  one o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  f i n e s t  
h igh- s ty le  Federal-period commercial bu i ld ings .  With i t s  d e l i c a t e  e x t e r i o r  
d e t a i l i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  t rea tment  of i n t e r i o r  spaces t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s u r v i v e  , 
d e s p i t e  minor a l t e r a t i o n s ,  a s  an extremely r e f i n e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
combination of pragmatic m e r c a n t i l e  requirements  w i t h  e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -  
cen tu ry  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e .  I 
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