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D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (11 ban) P U V S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  I 
The s i t e  is  bounded on t h e  south  and west by t h e  James River,  and on t h e  
no r th  and e a s t  by Eppes Creek. The e n t i r e  " p a r t i c u l a r  p l an ta t ion"  of  
Sh i r l ey  Hundred In-The-Island i s  encompassed by t h e  p resen t  property.  The 
s i t e  of  t h i s  p ioneer  se t t l emen t ,  the  present  "house f i e l d , "  may be archae-  
o l o g i c a l l y  product ive.  On t h e  western end of  t h e  i s l a n d  i s  t h e  S h i r l e y  
Hundred v i l l a g e  s i t e  nea r  the  p resen t  house. The swamp south  o f  t h e  house 
con ta ins  a woodland s i te  and a n  a r c h a i c  s i t e ,  both of  which a r e  ex tens ive .  
Slave q u a r t e r s  s t and  nea r  t h e  geographical  c e n t e r  of the  i s l a n d  ad jacen t  
t o  t h e  s i t e s  of o t h e r  qua r t e r s .  The two easternmost  f i e l d s  each con ta in  
e ighteenth-century  house s i t e s .  The unmarked cemetery on t h e  e a s t e r n  end 
of  t h e  i s l a n d  is reputed t o  be t h e  e a r l y  Eppes b u r i a l  place.  A boundary 
d i t c h  between f i e l d s  four  and f i v e  d a t e s  c e r t a i n l y  from t h e  e igh teen th  
cen tu ry  and probably from t h e  seventeenth century.  It is one of the  bes t -  
preserved boundary d i t c h e s  i n  ~ i r ~ i n i a .  The f i e l d - o u t l i n e s  by which t h e  
i s l a n d  is subdivided r e f l e c t  some of  the  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  proper ty  l i n e s  i n  
America. Each f i e l d  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  s e p a r a t e  farm, patented t o  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s  when p r i v a t e  landholding was f i r s t  introduced t o  Vi rg in i a .  As 
t h e  Eppes family obta ined  t i t l e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  the  
Colonial  per iod ,  they  r e t a ined  t h e  o l d  proper ty  l i n e s  a s  f i e l d  boundaries.  
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Eppes I s l and  has  been occupied by success ive  genera t ions  of t h e  Eppes 
family s i n c e  1624, making i t  the  o l d e s t  family farm i n  Vi rg in i a ,  s t i l l  
owned by i t s  o r i g i n a l  owners' descendants.  Under t h e  Vi rg in i a  Company, 
and under t h e  Crown before  t h e  es tab l i shment  of  s h i r e s ,  t h e  Charles  
C i t y  Corporat ion was d iv ided  i n t o  "hundreds" f o r  purposes of government. 
Each hundred was under t h e  cormnand of a c a p t a i n  who was kesponsible  f o r  
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  o rder .  Sh i r l ey  Hundred, one of  t h e  more prosperous, 
was d iv ided  i n t o  two p a r t s  wi th  a commander f o r  each. The two p a r t s  
were descr ibed  a s  "in t h e  I s land"  and "in t h e  Maine." By 1624 t h e  
Eppes family was e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  I s l a n d ,  and William and Francis  
Eppes a r e  both described i n  t h a t  yea r  a s  being of t h e  I s l and .  Over t h e  
fol lowing yea r s  t h e  Eppes family (descendants of Francis )  bought o u t  
t h e  o t h e r  landowners. I n  1824 they purchased t h e  l a s t  p a r c e l  from H i l l  
C a r t e r ,  thereby conso l ida t ing  the  e s t a t e .  The western end of t h e  i s l a n d  
con ta ins  t h e  only modern h a b i t a t i o n ,  a house f i r s t  b u i l t  about  1790. 
A s i t e  nea r  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  t h e  i s l a n d  (44Ccb) has been excavated 
and was found t o  be t h a t  of another  eighteenth-century house. Slave 
q u a r t e r s  s t i l l  s tand  i n  ru ins .  A s i t e  on t h e  easternmost  f i e l d  appa ren t ly  
i s  t h a t  of s t i l l  another  e ighteenth-century  house. John Smith met 
Opechancanough h e r e  i n  1607, on h i s  f i r s t  voyage up t h e  James. This 
i s l a n d  w a s  one of t h e  Pamunkey c h i e f t a i n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  s e a t s .  Edmund 
Ruff in  commented i n  h i s  Essay of Calcareous Manures t h a t  t h e  s o i l  of 
Eppes I s l and  w a s  uniquely r i c h  i n  Tidewater Virg in ia .  This is one of 
t h e  few s i t e s  of p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  ("hundreds") from t h e  period 
of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company which can be i d e n t i f i e d ,  and which i s  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  archaeology by o f f i c i a l l y  recognized groups. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act  of 1966 (Public Law 
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National State Locsl 

D r .  Edward P .  Alexander, Chairman 
Title-. 
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D i a r i e s  of  D r .  Richard Eppes, Manuscript Div is ion ,  Alderman L ib ra ry ,  
Univers i ty  of  V i rg in i a .  
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