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1 • Name of Property 
historic name BLACK WALNUT 
other namea/slte number DHB File It 41 -06 

2. Location 
street & number 

cit town 

state Virginia code VA county Halifax 

3. Claaaltlcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

[J] private 

Category of Property 

[JI bulldlng(a) 

0 public-local 
0 public-State 
0 public-Federal 

Bdlatrlct 
a Itt 

D atructure 

Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

4 State/Federal Agency Certification . 

zip code 24534 

Number of Reaourcea within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

19 bulldlnga 
3 IIIII 

___ atructurea 

___ objecta 

22 0 Total 

Number of contributing reaourcea prevloualy 
llated In the National Register _.~o~,O __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that tnls 

Q9 nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

Nahonal Regl~te• ol Hlsto•lc9 aceo and meets the p•ocedu,al and o•ofeoalonal •equl•ements oet forth In 38 CFR Part 80. 
In my opmif1~ thel roperty meets D does not meet the National Register Criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 
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S~nature of "certi'\fng official Date * 

. 
irector, . A Department of Historic Resources 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion , the property D meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

ltJ entered in the National Register. 

D See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

0 determ.ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 

O other. (explain :) --------

Date 

ifit ered 1ri tlie 
N'at1onal .R gia 61! ~ 

;oP-t& 

pnature of the Keeper Date of Action 

rpq83554
Text Box
VLR: 8/21/1991NRHP: 10/29/1991

rpq83554
Typewritten Text



Funct ion or Use 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
nriMFqTTr- c;nnrj]o d w e l l i n g 
nnMRSTjc : s e r o n d a r y s t r u c t u r e 
AnRTniT.TTjRE: Storage 
FTINFIRARY: cemeterv 
T - A N D S r A P R ! 

7. 
garden 

COLONIAL: Georgian 

N T n - i q i - h PRMT^npY- r r r r ] , fr, , i , n 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

.DOMESTIC: s i n g l e '̂ -̂'»1ling 

. D U H h i S T I C : s e c o r ^ r ^ ^ r y ^ I ^ U l V i n n 
AGRICULTUREi_s to rage_  
FUNERARY: ceme te ry 

Matenals (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK  
walls WOOD Weatherboard 

roof METAL: T i n  
other WOOD 

SUMiM.ARY DESCRIPTION 

B l a c k Walnut i s an u n u s u a l l y complete S o u t h s i d e V i r g i n i a p l a n t a t i o n 
complex c o n t a i n i n g the p h y s i c a l f a b r i c of a v e r y p r o s p e r o u s 
p l a n t a t i o n d a t i n g from the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y to the e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . I t c o n s i s t s of the main house ( b u i l t i n a t 
l e a s t t h r e e s t a g e s ) , a l o n g w i t h the p l a n t a t i o n y a r d encompassing 
a b r i c k k i t c h e n , a d a i r y , a wash-house, two smokehouses, two sheds, 
a c o o l - s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g , a p r i v y , a s t a b l e , a barn, and a s l a v e 
c a b i n . To the n o r t h of the main house i s the f a r m y a r d , i n c l u d i n g 
a c o r n c r i b , two machine sheds, a t o o l s h e d , and a garage. A 
l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y schoolhouse completes the complex of 
b u i l d i n g s . A l s o on the p r o p e r t y i s the f a m i l y cemetery and two 
s i g n i f i c a n t l a n d scape f e a t u r e s : a boxwood garden and t e r r a c e d 
v e g e t a b l e gardens. 

.ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The exact a r c h i t e c t u r a l e v o l u t i o n of the main house a t B l a c k Walnut 
i s unknown; however, the house's h i s t o r y can be s u r m i s e d based upon 
p h y s i c a l e vidence and h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . The house p r o b a b l y 
began around 1774 t o 1790 (1) as a frame, s i n g l e - p i l e , four-room 
house of e i t h e r one s t o r y , o r one and a h a l f s t o r i e s , w i t h 
o n e - s t o r y end wings and two i n t e r i o r chimneys. The next phase 
p r o b a b l y o c c u r r e d sometime i n the f i r s t q u a r t e r of the n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , when the c e n t r a l s e c t i o n of the house was r a i s e d t o two 
s t o r i e s . In 1848, a c c o r d i n g to l a n d t a x books showing an i n c r e a s e d 
assessment " f o r improvements"(2 ) , the house was a l t e r e d a g a i n , t h i s 
time w i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l t w o - s t o r y frame a d d i t i o n p a r a l l e l t o the 
e x i s t i n g house, a l o n g w i t h a c o n n e c t i n g hyphen, t o g e t h e r g i v i n g an 
o v e r a l l H-shape to the house. The new s e c t i o n then became the f r o n t 
of the house. 

(See continuation sheet 
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The o n e - s t o r y wings to the n o r t h and so u t h of the r e a r (west) 
s e c t i o n e x e m p l i f y l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g t e c h n i q u e s . 
These frame s e c t i o n s have s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d g a b l e r o o f s w i t h no 
overhang, box c o r n i c e s , and beaded weatherboard w i t h rosehead 
n a i l s . The windows a r e s m a l l s i x - o v e r - s i x sash w i t h pegged 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . The i n t e r i o r s of these wings c o n t a i n much o r i g i n a l 
f a b r i c , i n c l u d i n g the t h i r t y - i n c h - w i d e w a i n s c o t i n g of h o r i z o n t a l 
p a n e l s made up of o n l y one board, the d o u b l e - s t e p p e d m o l d i n g s , and 
si.K-panel doors w i t h tenons of the r a i l s v i s i b l e through the s t i l e s 
and s t r a p h i n g e s . 

The lower p i t c h of the r o o f i n the c e n t r a l r e a r t w o - s t o r y s e c t i o n , 
i t s r o o f overhang, the r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e s e c o n d - s t o r y windows, and 
the s i m p l i f i e d Greek R e v i v a l woodwork on the second f l o o r , a l l 
i n d i c a t e t h a t the r o o f was p r o b a b l y r a i s e d i n the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y . T h i s s e c t i o n has the same beaded weatherboard and b r i c k 
f o u n d a t i o n ( E n g l i s h bond) as the wings. The f i r s t f l o o r r e t a i n s 
some of i t s e a r l i e r d e t a i l i n g , most n o t a b l y i n the f i r s t - f l o o r 
bedroom. T h i s room and the end wings have F e d e r a l - s t y l e mantels 
which l i k e l y date from a p e r i o d between the o r i g i n a l e r e c t i o n of 
the house and t h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n campaign. 

The f r o n t s e c t i o n of the house, added i n the 1840s, i s a l s o a 
s i n g l e - p i l e , t w o - s t o r y , wood-frame s t r u c t u r e w i t h beaded s i d i n g . 
The s y m m e t r i c a l t h r e e - b a y f r o n t facade has a s i m p l e t h r e e - b a y , 
o n e - s t o r y porch w i t h t u r n e d p o s t s and a standing-seam metal h i p p e d 
r o o f . Windows are t w e l v e - o v e r - t w e l v e sash on the f i r s t f l o o r and 
t w e l v e - o v e r - e i g h t sash on the second f l o o r . The s i d e s and hyphen 
have n i n e - o v e r - n i n e - s a s h windows; a l l windows have l o u v e r e d 
s h u t t e r s . 

The b r i c k e x t e r i o r end chimneys have been s u b s t a n t i a l l y reworked; 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l b r i c k bond seems t o have been s i x - c o u r s e American 
bond. The b r i c k f o u n d a t i o n under the 1840s s e c t i o n i s t h r e e - c o u r s e 
American bond. The s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g eaves of t h i s and the r e a r 
t w o - s t o r y s e c t i o n a re ornamented w i t h s m a l l , s i m p l e b r a c k e t s . The 
r o o f of the e n t i r e house i s standing-seam m e t a l . 

The 1840s s e c t i o n ' s f l o o r p l a n c o n s i s t s of two rooms, each 
t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t s q uare, and a c e n t r a l h a l l w i t h a s t a i r . The 
hyphen between the o l d and new s e c t i o n s c o n t a i n s a s i m p l e c o r n e r 
s t a i r and f u n c t i o n s as a h a l l . I n t e r i o r d e t a i l s on the f i r s t f l o o r 
i n c l u d e e a r e d Greek R e v i v a l m o l d i n g s , wide baseboards, and a 
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v a r i e t y of door s t y l e s , i n c l u d i n g t h r e e v e r t i c a l p a n e l s , s i x 
h o r i z o n t a l p a n e l s , f o u r p a n e l s w i t h ogee a r c h e s , and two b e v e l e d 
v e r t i c a l p a n e l s . The s e c o n d - f l o o r moldings are the same as those 
on the f i r s t f l o o r , but w i t h o u t eared c a s i n g s . A l l f o u r mantels 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n were r e p l a c e d , p r o b a b l y i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , w i t h crude a p p r o x i m a t i o n s of Greek R e v i v a l mantels. 

The d i n i n g room i n the r e a r s e c t i o n was updated a l s o i n the 1840s 
by the a d d i t i o n of e n l a r g e d windows w i t h e a r e d m o l d i n g s , a mantel 
w i t h paneled p i l a s t e r s , and a b u i l t - i n c h i n a c a b i n e t w i t h e a r e d 
t r i m and i n d e n t e d p a n e l s w i t h G o t h i c ogee-arched t o p s . 

The main s t a i r has a U c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h a l a n d i n g r u n n i n g 
p a r a l l e l to the f r o n t of the house s e v e r a l s t e p s below the 
s e c o n d - f l o o r l e v e l . The s t a i r f e a t u r e s s i m p l e a p p l i e d d e t a i l s 
under the t r e a d s , a p a n e l e d e n c l o s u r e , r e c t a n g u l a r b a l u s t e r s , and 
s i m p l e t u r n e d newels. The o p e n - s t r i n g secondary s t a i r i n the 
hyphen has an L shape w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r b a l u s t e r s and chamfered 
square newels. 

The a t t i c f l o o r has s i m p l e f l a t window and door m o l d i n g s . A i s o 
v i s i b l e on the a t t i c f l o o r i s an o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r w a l l ( w i t h 
s h u t t e r e d window opening i n t a c t ) d i v i d i n g the northernmost room 
from the r e s t of the a t t i c f l o o r . T h i s seems to i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
1840s f r o n t s e c t i o n of the house had a d i f f e r e n t c o n f i g u r a t i o n when 
i t was f i r s t b u i l t ; p o s s i b l y the n orthernmost bay was o r i g i n a l l y 
o n l y one or one-and-a-half s t o r i e s . 

. A l t e r a t i o n s to the house subsequent to the 1840s have been 
r e l a t i v e l y few. Two r e a r porches were added, one now s c r e e n e d and 
one e n c l o s e d . A k i t c h e n was i n s t a l l e d i n the n o r t h e r n o n e - s t o r y 
wing, and bathrooms were added u n o b t r u s i v e l y . O v e r a l l , the house 
has r e t a i n e d i t s c h a r a c t e r and i n t e g r i t y and i s today q u i t e c l o s e 
to i t s appearance i n the m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

The e a r l i e s t o u t b u i l d i n g on the p l a n t a t i o n , the s choolhouse stands 
to the s o u t h e a s t of the main house, and p r o b a b l y d a t e s from the 
l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h i s o n e - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g 
has an e x t e r i o r stone chimney on the e a s t g a b l e end, a 
s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d r o o f , box c o r n i c e , beaded s i d i n g w i t h wrought 
n a i l s , s i x - o v e r - s i x - s a s h windows, and a s i x - p a n e l door. The 
i n t e r i o r d i s p l a y s l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y woodwork i n c l u d i n g a 
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paneled mantel and wainsoting matching that i n the wings of the 
main house. D i r e c t l y behind the house i s the one-and-a-half-story 
b r i c k (four-course American bond) k i t c h e n b u i l d i n g with end 
chimneys and two doors on :̂he east f r o n t . The i n t e r i o r of t h i s 
b u i l d i n g s t i l l features a l a r g e cooking f i r e p l a c e on the north end. 
At l e a s t one of the mantels i n t h i s b u i l d i n g may have been brought 
from the main house when modern mantels were i n s t a l l e d . The other-
b r i c k b u i l d i n g i n the p l a n t a t i o n yard i s a small cool-storage 
b u i l d i n g located c l o s e to the screened porch. Three t a l l frame 
outb u i l d i n g s on the south side of the yard have s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d 
gable r o o f s ; these seem to have served as d i a r y , wash-house, and 
smokehouse. The d a i r y has a cut-out panel under the box c o r n i c e 
fo r v e n t i l a t i o n i n the eighteenth-century mannner. 

An unusual s u r v i v o r i s the frame slave cabin south of the k i t c h e n 
b u i l d i n g . This one-and-a-half-story b u i l d i n g , the only one l e f t 
of the almost t h i r t y that once stood on the property, 
has a c e n t r a l chimney, two doors, and crudely cut s i d i n g . I t r e s t s 
on stone p i e r s . 

Rounding out the p l a n t a t i o n yard are a one-story shed with shed 
roof, a small gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e l o c a t e d i n the side of the 
h i l l beside the k i t c h e n , a l a r g e smokehouse with attached shed, and 
a p r i v y next to the s l a v e cabin. 

To the southwest of the house i s the family cemetery which 
c o n t a i n s , among o t h e r s , t h e g r a v e s o f J o h n Sims ( d i e d 1852) a n d h i s 
s o n , W i l l i a m H. Sims ( d i e d 1 8 9 0 ) . B e tween t h e c e m e t e r y a n d t h e 
p l a n t a t i o n yard i s a long, low barn/stable with m u l t i p l e doors, and 
a storage barn with attached shed. 

The farmyard, to the north of the house, contains the f o l l o w i n g 
frame b u i l d i n g s , roughly arranged i n a U shape: a two-bay garage, 
an enclosed toolshed, two open machine sheds (one c l a d i n wood, one 
i n metal), and a b a r n / c o r n c r i b with attached sheds. 

The property r e t a i n s much of i t s nineteenth-century landscape, 
i n c l u d i n g a boxwood garden and terraced vegetable gardens. The 
earth f o r the l a t t e r , and i n f a c t upon which the house i t s e l f s i t s , 
i s s a i d to have been brought up from the nearby r i v e r bottom by 
slave labor. 
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ENDNOTES 

The e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n of the house l i k e l y d a t e s from between 
1774 (the year of Matthew Sims' ma r r i a g e ) and 1790, the year 
of h i s d e a t h , upon which h i s w i f e r e c e i v e d p r o p e r t y and "the 
mansion house" (Deed Book 22, p. 69). An e a r l i e r house or 
houses may have e x i s t e d on the p r o p e r t y , p r o b a b l y o c c u p i e d by 
a c a r e t a k e r or t e n a n t farmer. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the e x t a n t 
house encompasses some or a l l of an e a r l i e r house; t h i s i s 
e s p e c i a l l y l i k e l y i n the o n e - s t o r y wings. 

V a r i o u s d a t e s , from 1848 to 1857, have been g i v e n f o r t h i s 
a d d i t i o n . The l a n d t a x books show a jump i n the a s s e s s e d v a l u e 
of the p a r c e l of John Sims's l a n d c o n t a i n i n g the house i n 
both 1848 and 1857. The l a t t e r ' s b e i n g a s t a t e w i d e 
reassessment year e x p l a i n s the i n c r e a s e shown i n t h a t y e a r . 
The 1848 i n c r e a s e i s e x p l a i n e d i n the remarks s e c t i o n of the 
book as b e i n g " f o r improvements", making 1848 v e r y l i k e l y the 
year of the f r o n t s e c t i o n a d d i t i o n . 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide E locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) E H E Q F 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
AGRICULTURE 

Period of Significance 
c a . 1774-1928 

Significant Dates 
1848 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significaj^^erson Architect/Builder 
unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B l a c k Walnut i s an i m p o r t a n t H a l i f a x County p l a n t a t i o n d a t i n g from 
the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h i s i n t e r e s t i n g assemblage of 
b u i l d i n g s r e p r e s e n t s a complete and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d l a r g e farm o f 
the p e r i o d from the l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t o the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , w i t h o n l y a few changes made s i n c e t h a t t i m e . I n c l u d e d 
on the p r o p e r t y i s the f u l l range of p l a n t a t i o n b u i l d i n g s , 
i n c l u d i n g manor house, s l a v e q u a r t e r s , k i t c h e n , d a i r y , and 
smokehouses. The complex r e p r e s e n t s one of the l a r g e s t and most 
prosperous farms i n H a l i f a x County i n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , which 
i n i t s p e r i o d of h i g h e s t output i n the middle of t h a t c e n t u r y , 
produced a wide range of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s i n c l u d i n g an 
u n u s u a l l y l a r g e tobacco c r o p . 

The period of significance extends to 1928 to include the agricultural outbuildings added 
during William Sims's ownership of Black Walnut (1914-1928). 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The B l a c k Walnut l a n d was o r i g i n a l l y a 3,100-acre p a r c e l p a t e n t e d 
by R i c h a r d Randolph i n 1741. T h i s t r a c t was p a r t of a l a r g e r 
10,300-acre p a r c e l g r a n t e d t o Randolph; when H a l i f a x County was 
founded i n 1752, t h i s p o r t i o n was i n c l u d e d w i t h the new county. 
Randolph's son John Randolph s o l d the 3,100 a c r e s t o W i l l i a m Sims 
i n 1752.(1) A l t h o u g h the Randolphs' home was i n H e n r i c o County, 
the B l a c k Walnut p r o p e r t y was r e f e r r e d t o i n the deed as a 
" p l a n t a t i o n , " a term which u s u a l l y i n d i c a t e d a s e t t l e m e n t , no 
matte r how s m a l l . ( 2 ) I t i s l i k e l y t h a t the p r o p e r t y was o c c u p i e d 

|T1 See continuation sheet 
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by a caretaker or tenant farmer. Sims, along with his brothers David and Matthew, moved to 
Halifax County around 1770; in 1773 he sold the property to Matthew. In 1774 Matthew Sims 
sold 1,750 acres to David Sims. Although the exact date of construction of the original section 
of the extant house is not known, it is probable that it falls between the years 1774 (the year of 
Matthew's marriage to Amey May of Charlotte County) and 1790, the year of his death, when 
his widow received 325 acres and "the mansion house."(3) Matthew's nephew John, who was 
David Sims's only son, purchased this part of the property from all heirs in 1809.(4) The entire 
tract was thus unified under John Sims's ownership. 

John Sims is largely responsible for the appearance of Black Walnut as it exists today. Educated 
at Hampden-Sydney College, he did not come into possession of his father's property until he 
came of age in 1803.(5) From that time until his death in 1852, Sims built Black Walnut into 
a very large and prosperous estate consisting of 2,491 acres and 150 slaves.(6) Black Walnut 
at this time was one of the largest and most productive farms in Halifax County. (7) By 1852, 
the value of John Sims's land holdings was exceeded in Halifax County only by those of James 
Cole Bruce of Berry Hill. (8) Sims's prosperity was such that he added substantially to his house; 
probably in 1848(9) he constructed the two-story frame front(east) section consisting of two large 
square rooms upstairs and downstairs with a central hall and stair. 

The property passed to his son William Howson Sims, who was living in the house with his 
family (he had married in 1844 and had three children by the time his father died).(10) Like his 
father, William Sims had gone to Hampton-Sydney and came home to farm his ancestral land. 
During the Civil War, the only battle fought in Halifax County, the Battle of Staunton River 
Bridge, took place on Black Walnut property in 1864, as the Union army tried to take the 
Confederate fort in the location. (11) 

During Black Walnut plantation's heydey in the mid-nineteenth century, its main product 
consisted of grain crops, tobacco, and dairy product, along with the raising and sale of beef and 
pork.(12) The 1850 Agricultural Census listed the production of the plantation as follows: 
tobacco, 60,000 pounds; wheat, 1,500 
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bushels; rye, 40 bushels; Indian corn, 6,000 bushels; oats, 2,500 
bushels; buckwheat, 10 bushels; cotton, 400 pounds; wool, 600 
pounds; f l a x , 200 pounds; f l a x s e e d , 20 bushels; hay, 5 tons; c l o v e r 
seed, 20 bushels; hops, 10 bushels. Also produced were 100 bushels 
of I r i s h potatoes, 30 bushels of sweet potatoes, and 700 pounds of 
b u t t e r . L i v e s t o c k included 32 horses, 4 mules, 20 milk cows, 16 
working oxen, 80 other c a t t l e , 300 sheep, and 250 swine. Although 
by 1860, Sims had more land both i n c u l t i v a t i o n and unimproved 
(1,800 improved acres and 2,000 unimproved acres i n 1860 as opposed 
to 1,000 improved acres and 1,200 unimproved acres i n 1850), h i s 
a c t u a l output as shown i n the 1860 A g r i c u l t u r a l Census was l e s s i n 
a l l areas but wheat.(13) 

Throughout the mid-nineteenth century at Black Walnut, tobacco was 
the l a r g e s t cash crop; indeed, even i n 1870 when Black Walnut's 
output of tobacco was l e s s than h a l f of what i t had been i n 1860, 
Will i a m H. Sims was s t i l l one of the top f i v e tobacco producers i n 
the Roanoke D i s t r i c t . ( 1 4 ) By 1880, i n a d d i t i o n to the v a r i e t y 
of the p l a n t a t i o n ' s products, the farm produced perishable market 
products such as eggs and f r u i t , probably making use of the nearby 
r a i l r o a d l i n e to t r a n s p o r t them to markets.(15) 

Before the C i v i l War, the white population of Black Walnut 
consisted of the immediate f a m i l y , three or four overseers ( l i v i n g 
i n t h e i r own houses), and u s u a l l y a teacher f o r the Sims c h i l d r e n . 
The black p o p u l a t i o n , which f a r outnumbered the white, was a l l 
slaves, l i v i n g i n separate houses. There were, f o r example, 116 
slaves l i v i n g i n 28 houses i n 1860, averaging four people per 
house.(16) A f t e r the war, the black/white r a t i o changed but 
l i t t l e , as d i d land ownership. Most of the free blacks i n the 
v i c i n i t y rented Black Walnut land or worked as paid laborers f o r 
the Sims family.(17) 

The Sims f a m i l y and i t s holdings s u f f e r e d only s l i g h t l y as a r e s u l t 
of the war or the Reconstruction period f o l l o w i n g . The major 
change had to do with slave ownership. The 116 slaves reported by 
W i l l i a m H. Sims i n the 1860 census seem l a r g e l y to have stayed on 
the property a f t e r the war as tenant farmers or laborers.(18) 
Upon the death of W i l l i a m H. Sims, the house and three hundred 
acres went to h i s wife S a l l i e J . Wilson Sims and h i s unmarried 
daughter Maria C l a r k Sims.(19) Before he d i e d , he had deeded i n 
1880 to h i s son John Sims a six-hundred-acre t r a c t along the-
Staunton R i v e r , which became Fort H i l l P l a n t a t i o n . ( 2 0 ) Also i n 
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1880 he passed 385 acres to his son William Bailey Sims; this included the house and property 
known as Edgewood, to the north of Black Walnut. William B. Sims had previously lived witii 
his wife (Annie Cameron Ruffin, a descendant of Thomas Ruffin, former chief justice of Nortii 
Carolina)(21) and family in tiie Black Walnut house. Altiiough in tiie 1880s and 1890s tiie land 
was firagmented among several owners, the farm was still run by the family as a single unit. (22) 

When Maria Clark Sims died in 1914, she left all of her property, including Black Walnut, to 
her brotiier William Sims, who tiien took up residence tiiere. (23) He died in 1928 and left all 
of the property to his widow, who operated tiie farm and lived there with her unmarried daughter 
Jane Ruffin Sims, to whom she left tiie house and 550 acres when she died in 1947.(24) The 
farm and the Edgewood property were divided among all three of William B. and Annie Sims's 
children, but Jane Sims and her sister Anne Ruffin Wallerstein (who had retumed to Black 
Walnut following her husband's death) re-consolidated it by buying their brother's share firom 
his widow. (25) After both sisters died, the present owners bought the 1,674-acre property. 
William Watidns is a direct descendant of Mary ("Maria") Wilson Sims Garrett, John Sims's 
daughter; thus the property remains in the hands of the Sims family descendants even today.(26) 
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ENDNOTES 

1. Gerald T. G i l l i a m and Gene H. McKinney, "Black Walnut: Seat 
of the Sims Family," The Southsider, published by the. 
Ch a r l o t t e County Branch of the A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of V i r g i n i a A n t i q u i t i e s , Summer 1987, p. 53. 

2. " H i s t o r i c A r c h i t e c t u r a l Assessment f o r the Clover S i t e (Black 
Walnut P l a n t a t i o n ) , Old Dominion E l e c t r i c Cooperative, H a l i f a x 
County," unpublished paper prepared by The C u l t u r a l Resource 
Group, Louis Berger and A s s o c i a t e s , East Orange, NJ, January, 
1990, p. 4. 

G i l l i a m and McKinney, p. 54. 

I b i d . 

" H i s t o r i c A r c h i t e c t u r a l Assessment,' p. 11. 

G i l l i a m and McKinney, p. 56_^ 

I b i d . 

I b i d . , p. 58 . 

G i l l i a m and McKinney l i s t the date of t h i s a d d i t i o n v a r i o u s l y 
as 1848, 1851 ( a t t r i b u t e d to l o c a l h i s t o r i a n Pocahontas W. 
Edmunds), and 1857. Other sources i n d i c a t e only the 1840s or 
1850s. The 1848 and 1857 dates are based on tax l i s t s showing 
an increase i n the value of the b u i l d i n g s . The most p l a u s i b l e 
date for the a d d i t i o n seems to be 1848, since that year's land 
tax book notes that the assessment increase i s due to 
"improvements". John Sims's son W i l l i a m was married i n 1844; 
by 1852 when h i s fat h e r d i e d , W i l l i a m had three c h i l d r e n and 
was l i v i n g with h i s f a m i l y i n the Black Walnut manor house. 
I t i s l i k e l y that the space requirements of t h i s growing 
three-generation household, along with the family's o v e r a l l 
p r o s p e r i t y , prompted the b u i l d i n g of the new s e c t i o n at t h i s 
time. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS OF: 
BLACK WALNUT 

HALIFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

DHR F i l e ?41-06 
C r e d i t : Dianne P i e r c e 

Date: 1991 
Negatives F i l e d VA State L i b r a r y , Richmond, VA 

#1. Front (east) e l e v a t i o n , view looking west 
Neg.# 11010 

#2. North e l e v a t i o n , view looking south 
Neg.# 11011 

#3. Rear (west) e l e v a t i o n , view l o o k i n g northeast 
Neg.# 11010 

#4. I n t e r i o r : main s t a i r 
Neg.# 11011 

#5. I n t e r i o r : mantel i n study 
Neg.# 11011 

#6. View of p l a n t a t i o n yard, view looking southwest 
Neg.# 11010 

#7. View of p l a n t a t i o n yard, view looking west 
Neg.# 11010 

#8. Schoolhouse, east and north e l e v a t i o n s looking southwest 
Neg.# 11010 
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