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1. Name of Property
historic name BLACK WALNUT
other names/site number DHR File # 41-06

2. Location

street & number SR 600, 850 ft, south of jupnction with SR 778 not for publication N/A
;ivlclnlty

city, town Clover
state Virginia code VA county Halifax code 083 _2zlp code 24534
3. Classitication
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local district 19 bulldings
(] public-State site 3 sites
(] public-Federal ([ structure structures
] object objects
22 Q _ Total
Name of related muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed In the Natlonal Register __Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that tnis
(X nomination ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinian, the property Eﬂmeets (] does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

[

Siﬁqature of cemv‘/ling official i
irector, VA Department of Historic Resources

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
antered In tha

|, hereby, certify that this property is:
@emered in the National Regi M National Reglster
gister. - /
(] see continuation sheet. L /‘3 A7, /; v

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. [ See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
[_—_]other. (explain:)

2

Wnaturo of the Keeper Date of Action
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Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

nriMFQTTr- c;nnrjJo dwelling
NNnMRSTjc: serondary structure
AnRTNiIT.TT|RE: Storage

FTINFIRARY: cemeterv

7T-ANDSI’APR! garden

COLONIAL: Georgian

NTn-iqi-h PRMT*npY- rrrr], fr, ,i, n

Describe present and historic physical

Bl ack Wal nut

appearance.

Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions)
.DOMESTIC: single "™-"»lling
.DUHhIiSTIC: secor”r*ry ~IMUIVinn

AGRICULTUREIi_storage_
FUNERARY: cemetery

Matenals (enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK
wdls WOOD \Weat herboard

roof METAL: Ti n
other V\OCD

SIMMARY DESCRI PTI ON

i san unusually complete S

outhside Virginiaplantation

complex <containing the physical fabric of a very prosperous
plantation dating from the late eighteenth century to the early
twentieth century. I't consists of the main house (built i n at
|l east three stages), along with the plantation yard encompassing

a brick kitchen, a dairy, a wash-house, two smokehouses, two sheds,
a cool-storage building, a privy, a stable, a barn, and a slave
cabin. To thenorth of the main house i sthe farmyard, including
a corncrib, two machine sheds, a toolshed, and a garage. A
| ate-eighteenth-century school house completes the complex of
buildings. Also on the property i s the famly cemetery and two
significant landscape features: a boxwood garden and terraced

vegetable gardens.

. ARCHI TECTURAL ANALYSI S

The exact architectural evolution of the main house at Black Wal nut
is unknown; however, the house's history can be surmi sed based upon
physical evidence and historical information. The house probably
began around 1774 to 1790 (1) as a frame, single-pile, four-room
house of either one story, or one and a half stories, wi th
one-story end wings and two interior chimneys. The next phase
probably occurred sometime i nthefirst quarter of the nineteenth
century, when thecentral section of the house was raised to two
stories. I n 1848, according toland tax books showing an increased

assessment

“forimprovements"(2) , the house was altered again, this
time with a substantial two-story frame addition parallel tothe
along with a connecting hyphen, together giving an

existing house,

overall
of

H- shape t o t he house. The new s

t he house.

ection then became the front

(See continuation sheet
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The one-story wings to the north and south of the rear (west)
section exemplify late-eighteenth-century building techniques.
These frame sections have steeply-pitched gable roofs with no

overhang, box cornices, and beaded weatherboard with rosehead
nails. The windows are small six-over-six sash with pegged
construction. The interiors of these wings contain nmuch original
fabric, including thethirty-inch-wi dewainscoting of horizontal

panels made up of only one board, thedouble-stepped moldings, and
si.K-panel doors with tenons of therails visible through the stiles
and strap hinges.

The lower pitch of theroof i nthecentral rear two-story section,
its roof overhang, therelatively large second-story wi ndows, and
the simplified Greek Revival woodwork on the second floor, all
indicate that theroof was probably raised i ntheearly nineteenth
century. This section has t he sanme beaded weatherboard and brick
foundation (English bond) as t he wings. The first floor retains
some of its earlier detailing, most notably inthe first-floor
bedroom This room and t he end wings have Federal-style mantels
which likely date from a period between theoriginal erection of
the house and this construction campaign.

The front section of the house, added i n the 1840s, i s also a
single-pile, two-story, wood-frame structure with beaded siding.
The symmetrical three-bay front facade has a simple three-bay,
one-story porch with turned posts and a standing-seam metal hipped

roof. W ndows ar e twelve-over-twelve sash on thefirst floor and
twelve-over-eight sash on thesecond floor. The sides and hyphen
have nine-over-nine-sash wi ndows; al | windows have | ouvered
shutters.

The brick exterior end chimneys have been substantially reworked;
their original brick bond seems to have been six-course American
bond. The brick foundation under t hel1l840s section i sthree-course
American bond. The slightly projecting eaves of this andtherear
two-story section areornamented with small, simple brackets. The
roof of theentire house i sstanding-seam metal.

The 1840s section's floor plan <consists of two rooms, each
twenty-five feet square, and a central hall with a stair. The
hyphen between theol dand new sections contains a simple corner
stair and functions as a hall. Interior details onthefirst floor

include eared Greek Revival moldings, wide baseboards, and a
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variety of door styles, including three wvertical panels, six
horizontal panels, four panels with ogee arches, and two beveled
vertical panels. The second-floor moldings are the same as those
on the first floor, but without eared casings. Al | four mantels

in this section were replaced, probably in the early twentieth
century, with crude approximations of Greek Revival mantels.

The dining room in the rear section was updated also in the 1840s
by the addition of enlarged windows with eared moldings, a mantel
with paneled pilasters, and a built-in china cabinet with eared
trim and indented panels with Gothic ogee-arched tops.

The main stair has a U configuration with a landing running
parallel to the front of the house several steps below the

second-floor level. The stair features simple applied details
under the treads, a paneled enclosure, rectangular balusters, and
simple turned newels. The open-string secondary stair in the

hyphen has an L shape with rectangular balusters and chamfered
square newels.

The attic floor has simple flat window and door mol dings. Aiso
visible on the attic floor is an original exterior wall (with
shuttered wi ndow opening intact) dividing the northernmost room
from the rest of the attic floor. This seems to indicate that the

1840s front section of the house had a different configuration when
it was first built; possibly the northernmost bay was originally
only one or one-and-a-half stories.

.Alterations to the house subsequent to the 1840s have been
relatively few Two rear porches were added, one now screened and
one enclosed. A kitchen was installed in the northern one-story
wing, and bathrooms were added unobtrusively. Overall, the house
has retained its character and integrity and is today quite close
to its appearance in the mid-nineteenth century.

The earliest outbuilding on the plantation, the school house stands
to the southeast of the main house, and probably dates from the
| ate eighteenth century. This one-and-a-half-story frame building

has an exterior stone chimney on the east gable end, a
steeply-pitched roof, box <cornice, beaded siding with wrought
nails, six-over-six-sash windows, and a six-panel door. The

interior displays late-eighteenth-century woodwork including a
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panel ed mantel and wainsoting matching that in the wi ngs of the
mai n house. Directly behind the house is the one-and-a-half-story
brick (four-course American bond) kitchen building with end
chi meys and tw doors on *“he east front. The interior of this
building still features a |arge cooking fireplace on the north end.
At least one of the mantels in this building my have been brought
fromthe main house when nodern mantels were installed. The other-
brick building in the plantation yard is a small cool-storage
building located close to the screened porch. Three tall frame
outbuildings on the south side of the yard have steeply-pitched
gable roofs; these seem to have served as diary, wash-house, and
snmokehouse. The dairy has a cut-out panel under the box cornice
for ventilation in the eighteenth-century mannner.

An unusual survivor is the frame slave cabin south of the kitchen
building. This one-and-a-half-story building, the only one [left
of the almost thirty that once stood on the property,

has a central chimey, tw doors, and crudely cut siding. It rests
on stone piers.

Rounding out the plantation yard are a one-story shed with shed
roof, a small gable-roofed structure located in the side of the
hill beside the kitchen, a | arge smokehouse with attached shed, and
a privy next to the slave cabin.

To the southwest of the house is the famly cemetery which
contains, among others, the graves of John Sims (died 1852) and his
son, William H Sims (died 1890). Bet ween the cemetery and the
plantation yard i s a long, low barn/stable with multipledoors, and
a storage barn with attached shed.

The farmyard, to the north of the house, contains the following
frame buildings, roughly arranged in a U shape: a two-bay garage,
an enclosed tool shed, two open machine sheds (one clad i n wood, one
in metal), and a barn/corncrib with attached sheds.

The property retains nmuch of its nineteenth-century |andscape,
including a boxwood garden and terraced vegetable gardens. The
earth for the latter, and in fact upon which the house itself sits,
is said to have been brought up from the nearby river bottom by
slave |abor.
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ENDNOTES

The earliest section of the house |ikely dates from between
1774 (the year of Matthew Sims' marriage) and 1790, the year
of his death, wupon which his wife received property and "the

mansi on house" (Deed Book 22, p. 69). An earlier house or
houses my have existed on the property, probably occupied by
a caretaker or tenant farmer. 't is possible that the extant
house encompasses some or al | of an earlier house; this is
especially likely in the one-story wings.

Various dates, from 1848 to 1857, have been given for this
addition. The land tax books showa junp in the assessed value
of the parcel of John Sims's land containing the house in
both 1848 and 1857. The latter's being a statewide
reassessment year explains the increase shown in that vyear.
The 1848 increase is explained in the remarks section of the
book as being "for improvements", making 1848 very |ikely the
year of the front section addition.

i07*oo0ii



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I 1 nationally e statewide E locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A I |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) EHE Q F
Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

ARCHITECTURE ca. 1774-1928 1848

AR ALTURE

Cultural Affiliation
Significaj*erson Architect/Builder
unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE

Black Walnut i sanimportant Halifax County plantationdating from
the late eighteenth century. This interesting assemblage of
buildings represents a complete and well-preserved large farmof
the period from thelate eighteenth century totheearly twentieth

century, with only a few changes nmde since that time. Included
on t he property i sthefull range of plantation buildings,
including manor house, slave quarters, kitchen, dairy, and
smokehouses. Thecomplex represents oneof the largest and most
prosperous farms i nHalifax County i nthenineteenth century, which
in its period of highest output i nthe mddle of that century,
produced a wide range of agricultural products including an

unusually large tobacco crop.

The paiad of sgnificance edads to 198 to indudethe agriaultura outbuildings added
during William Smss ovaship o Bladk Wanut (1914-1929).

HI STORI CAL BACKGROUND

The Black Walnut |and wasoriginally a 3,100-acre parcel patented
by Richard Randolph i n1741. This tract was part of a larger
10, 300-acre parcel granted t o Randolph; when Halifax County was
founded i n 1752, this portion was included with the new county.
Randol ph's son John Randol ph sold the 3,100 acres t oW lliam Sims
in 1752.(1) Although the Randol phs' honme was i nHenrico County,
the Black Walnut property wasreferred t oi nthe deed as a

"plantation,” a term which wusually indicated a settlement, no
matter howsmall. (2) It islikely that the property was occupied

[T1 See continuation sheet
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by a ardaka o tenat fama. 9ms dagwith his braha's David and Mathew, moved to
Hdifax Caunty araund 1770 in 1773 he dd the prapaty to Mathew. In 1774 Mathev Sms
dd 1,/ axes to David Sms  Although the ead date of aondrudion of the arigna ssdtion
of the edant hause is na knoan, it is prdosble thet it falls bawean the yeers 1774 (the year o
Matthen's marriege to Amey May of Charlate County) and 1720, the year of his degth, when
hiswidow recaved 35 axes ad "the mansan hause” (3 Matthen's ngahewv John, who wes
David Smss only son, purdiasd this part of the pragpaty fram al harsin 1309(4) The etire
trad wes thus unified ude Jdin Smss ovadhip.

Jdn Smsislargdy regpangble for the gopeerance of Bladk Wanut as it exids taday. Educated
a HampdenSdney Cdlege hedid nat aame into passesson of his fatha's prapaty until he
ame o aein 18B®H Fan tha time until his desth in 18582, Sms built Bladk Wanut into
avay large ad pragoaaus etate aongding of 2491 aaes ad 18 daves(6) Bladk Wanut
a this time wes ae o the larget and mat produdive farmsin Hdlifax County. (7)) By 1852,
the vdue of Jdn Smss land hddings wes exaaadad in Halifax County only by those of James
CdeBruce o Bary Hill. 8 Imss prapaity wes such thet he added subdantidly to his hauss
praoebly in 18489 he aondruded thetwogay frame frant(eed) sedion aongging of wo large
uare raams updars and dovmgars with a catrd hdl and darr.

The prapaty pessad to his sn William Hoason Sms who wes living in the hausewith his
family (he hed married in 184 and hed three dhildren by the time his father died).(10) Like his
father, William Sms hed gne to HamptanSydney ad came hame to farm his anoegrd land.
During the Civil War, the anly battle fought in Hdifax Caunty, the Battle of Saunton River
Bridge tadk place an Bladk Wanut prapaty in 1854, asthe Union amy tried to take the
Catfedaae fart in the location. (11)

During Bladk Wanut plantation's heydey in the midningeanth oantury, its main praduc
aonggaed of gan agps tdoaomo, ad dary pradud, dang with theraisng ad sde of bed ad
pak(12) The 1830 Agiaditurd Caassliged the produdion of the plantation as fdlows
tdoaooo, 80000 paunds whest, 1530
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bushels; rye, 40 bushels; Indian corn, 6,000 bushels; oats, 2,500
bushels; buckwheat, 10 bushels; cotton, 400 pounds; wool, 600
pounds; flax, 200 pounds; flaxseed, 20 bushels; hay, 5 tons; clover
seed, 20 bushels; hops, 10 bushels. Also produced were 100 bushels
of Irish potatoes, 30 bushels of sweet potatoes, and 700 pounds of
butter. Livestock included 32 horses, 4 mules, 20 mlk cows, 16
working oxen, 80 other cattle, 300 sheep, and 250 swine. Al t hough
by 1860, Sims had nore land both in cultivation and wuninmproved
(1,800 inproved acres and 2,000 uni mproved acres in 1860 as opposed
to 1,000 improved acres and 1,200 wunimproved acres in 1850), his
actual output as shown in the 1860 Agricultural Census was |ess in
all areas but wheat.(13)

Throughout the mid-nineteenth century at Black Walnut, tobacco was
the largest cash crop; indeed, even in 1870 when Black Walnut's
output of tobacco was |ess than half of what it had been in 1860,
WilliamH Sinms was still one of the top five tobacco producers in
the Roanoke District.(14) By 1880, in addition to the variety
of the plantation's products, the farm produced perishable market
products such as eggs and fruit, probably making use of the nearby
railroad line to transport them to markets. (15)

Before the Civil \ar, the white population of Black Walnut
consisted of the immediate famly, three or four overseers (living
in their ow houses), and usually a teacher for the Sins children.
The Dblack population, which far outnumbered the white, was al |

slaves, living in separate houses. There were, for example, 116
slaves living in 28 houses in 1860, averaging four people per
house. (16) After the war, the black/white ratio changed but

little, as did land ownership. Most of the free blacks in the
vicinity rented Black Walnut |and or worked as paid |aborers for
the Sims famly.(17)

The Sims family and itsholdings sufferedonly slightly as a result
of the war or the Reconstruction period following. The major
change had to do with slave ownership. The 116 slaves reported by
William H Sims in the 1860 census seem |argely to have stayed on
the property after the war as tenant farmers or |aborers.(18)

Upon the death of WIlliam H Sims, the house and three hundred
acres went to his wife Sallie J. Wlson Sims and his unmarried
daughter Maria Clark Sims.(19) Before he died, he had deeded in
1880 to his son John Sims a six-hundred-acre tract along the-
Staunton River, which becane Fort Hill Plantation.(20) Al'so in
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1830 he passad 3H aaes to his sm William Baley Sms  this induded the hause and property
knoan as Edganvoad, to the nath of Bladk Walnut. William B. Sms hed previoudy lived watii

his wife (Annie Camaan Ruffin, a dessandant of Thames Ruffin, fama dhidf judice of Norti
Cardina)(2l) ad family intiieBladk Wanut hause Altiiough intiiel830s and 1830stii eland
wesfiragmentedamag savxad ovas thefam wes dill run by the family asa ange unit. (2

When Maria Clark Sms died in 1914, de It all of ha praparty, induding Bladk Wanut, to
he braiie William Sms whotiientadk up resdencetiiere.(Z3) Heded in 128 ad |eft all

of the prapatty to his widow, who goaraedtiiefarm ad lived there with ha unmarried daughter
Jare Ruffin Sms to wham de Idttiiehause ad 580 aoes whan e died in 1947(24) The
farm and the Edganvood prapaty were divided anang all three of William B. and Annie Smss
children, but Jane Smsad he s Anne Ruffin Wdledan Who hed reaumed to Bladk
Wanut fdlomng har hudoand's desth) reaonsdidated it by buying thar brahe'sdare firom
his widow. (&5 Afta bah sdasdied, the presait omeasbougt the 1.674-aae praoaty.
William Waidns isa diredt desssndat of May ('Maid') Wilson Sms Garret, Jdin 9mss
dauchte; thus the prapaty remansin the hands of the Sms family dessandants even taday (26)
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ENDNOTES

1. Gerald T. Gilliam and Gene H MKinney, "Black Wal nut: Seat
of the Sins Famly," The Southsider, published by the.
Charlotte County Branch of the Association for the
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, Sumrer 1987, p. 53.

2. "Historic Architectural Assessment for the Clover Site (Black
Wal nut Plantation), Ol d Dom nion Electric Cooperative, Halifax
County," unpublished paper prepared by The Cultural Resource
Group, Louis Berger and Associates, East Orange, NJ, January,
1990, p. 4

Gilliam and McKinney, p. 54.

I bid.

"Historic Architectural Assessment,' p. 11.
Gilliam and McKinney, p. 56"

I bid.

lbid., p. 58.

Gilliam and McKinney list the date of this addition wvariously
as 1848, 1851 (attributed to local historian Pocahontas W
Edmunds), and 1857. Other sources indicate only the 1840s or
1850s. The 1848 and 1857 dates are based on tax lists show ng
an increase i nthe value of the buildings. The nmost plausible
date for the addition seens to be 1848, since that year's |and
tax book notes that the assessment increase i s due to
"improvements". John Sims's son Wiliamwas married i n 1844;
by 1852 when his father died, Wlliam had three children and
was living with his famly in the Black Walnut manor house.
It is likely that the space requirements of this grow ng
three-generation household, along with the famly's overall
prosperity, prompted the building of the new section at this
time.

ian.0010
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10. Gilliam and McKinney, p. 58.

11. | bid.
12. "Historic .Architectural .Assessment,
13. Ibid.

14. Ibid., p. 14.
15. 1bid., p. 15.
16. 1bid., p. 14.
17. 1bid.

18. Ibid.

19. Gilliam and .McKinney, p. 59.
20. "Historic Architectural Assessment,”

21. Gilliam and McKinney, p. 59.

22. Ibid.
23. "Historic Architectural Assessment,"
24. [ bid.

25. Gilliam and McKinney, pp. 60-61.

26. I 'bid.

P.

p.

p.

7.
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nn See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS);

Q preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data;
has been requested j Stata historic preservation offics
previously listed i tha National Register Cther State agency
previously determined allglbia by tha National Register Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark | Local govarnmant
I 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings +  University
Survey # + other
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221 Governor St., Richnond, VA 23219
10. geographical Data
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I 1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the noninated property i sdelineated by the polygon whose vertices
are narked by the following UM reference points: A 17 702860 4082020, B 17 703090

4081990, C 17 703080 4081780. D 17 703010 4081800.

I 1 See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary was chosen to include the farmhouse, associated outbuildings, and

| andscape features that have historically been part of Black Wal nut and that
maintain historic integrity.

I 1 See continuation sheet
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PHOTOGRAPH C DOCUMENTATI ON

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS COF:
BLACK WALNUT
HALI FAX GOUNTY, VI RGI NI'A

DR File ?41-06
Credit: Dianne Pierce
Date: 1991
Negatives Filed VA State Library, Richnmond, VA

#1. Front (east) elevation, view looking west
Neg.# 11010

#2. North elevation, view |looking south
Neg. # 11011

#3. Rear (west) elevation, view looking northeast
Neg. # 11010

#4. [nterior: main stair
Neg. # 11011

#5. Interior: mantel 1 nstudy
Neg.# 11011

#6. View of plantation yard, view |looking southwest
Neg. # 11010

#7. View of plantation yard, view looking west
Neg. # 11010

#8. School house, east and north elevations looking southwest
Neg. # 11010
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