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The Green Springs House i s  a frame, two-story s t r u c t u r e  with gable  
roof and four  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. The r e s idence  i s  cons t ruc ted  on a 
four-room plan  wi th  t h e  stair chamber occupying t h e  space between t h e  two 
r e a r  rooms. This  p lan  i s  r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  i n  the  twin entranceway.3 
on t h e  main (no r th )  f r o n t  l ead ing  t o  the  two f r o n t  rooms. These en t r ances  
form the  c e n t r e  bay o f  f ive-bay f r o n t ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  three-bay r e a r  
f r o n t ,  now r e s t i n g  behind a shed-roofed, one-story a d d i t i o n  wi th  porch 
extens ion .  E x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  e igh teen th  century  
o r i g i n  e x i s t  i n  t h e  paneled door s ,  Flemish bond b r i c k  foundat ion and g r i l l e d  
basement openings,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  window t r i m  and t h e  nine-over-  
n ine  and six-over-n ' ihe S a s h .  ' A ~ w o - s t o r y  .frame wiag has  been 'added on the  
west  ., 

The r e a r  lawn i s  framed by t h r e e  frame ou tbu i ld ings  which have been 
renovated a s  guesthouses and apartments .  

The t rea tment  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork both on t h e  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  d e t a i l  w i th  t h e  only  v a r i a t i o n  being t h e  mantle i n  
t h e  sou theas t e rn  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Other than  t h i s  mantel ,  which 
uses  a c e n t r e  reeded panel and end blocks i n  t h e  f r i e z e  t o  suppor t  t h e  deep 
molded s h e l f ,  a l l  man te l s  conform t o  a b a s i c  format: two broad v e r t i c a l  
boards and a h o r i z o n t a l  board frame a p l a s t e r  f i r e p l a c e  surround and form 
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a p p l i e d  molded s t r i p s  which g ive  a n  appearance o f  a r c h i t r a v e s ;  
a molded c o r n i c e  s h e l f  r e s t s  a t  t h e  top  of  the  framing. The paneled wains- 
c o t i n g  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  molded r a i l s ,  the  wider top  and bottom ones forming 
the  c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard r e s p e c t i v e l y  w i t h  a narrower r a i l  midway betwee? 
t h e  two. S t i l e s  a r e  placed a t  junc tures  w i t h  openings and co rne r s  and, i n  
most rooms, s t i l e s  occur  a t  regu1a.r p o i n t s  between these  junc tu res .  P l a i n ,  
unra ised  panels  a r e  s e t  between t h e  framing. The s t a i r  has rectan,gular  
b a l u s t e r s  s e t  i n t o  a c losed  s t r i n g e r  wi th  a heavy r a i l  and square  newels. 
The landing  of  t h e  stair is approached from both  t h e  o l d  n o r t h p o r t i o n  and 
the  l a t e r  , a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  south .  . It i 8  i n t o  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  sou theas t  
room is' extended making it t h e  l a r g e s t  room i n  t h e  house. 
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SIGNIFICANCE -. 
P E R I O D  ( C I I O C ~  One or Drore aa ApproPrIola) 

0 Prs .Columbianl  0 16th  C e n t u r y  @ 1 8 t h  Century  20th C e n t u r y  

0 15th Csntvry O 17th Century  a 19th  Cen tu ry  

S P E C ,  F I C  D A T E I S I  (11 ~ p p l i c a b l s  and Known) 

IREAS OF  E I O N ~ F I C I N C E  f C h e c k O n e ~ r M o r e a s A ~ ~ 1 0 ~ 1 I a l e )  

A b o r i g i n a l  Educat ion  0 Politico1 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Prahis tor ic  0 Engineer ing  Rcligion/Phi.  0 Other (Spaclly) 

0 Histor ic  I n d u s t r y  lorophy 

A a r i c v l l u r s  I n v e n t i o n  0 Science 

Archi tec ture  Lendscope S c u l p t u r e  

Ar t  Archi tae turs  Socral/Hurnon- 

Commerce Literature ivorion 

0 Communicat ions  M i l i f n r y  0 Theo t e r  

C o n s e r ~ o t i o n  Music , T!anrportotion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N k F I C A N C E  

S i t u a t e d  amidst  t h e  ro lLing  f i e l d s  of Green Springs Valley and nea r  t h ~  
famous s p r i n g  o f  t h a t  name from whence i t  d e r i v e s  i t s  name, t h e  Green 
Springs house su rv ives  v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t ' a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  l a t e -e igh teen th  
century  farm dwell ing.  Besides be ing  d i s t ingu i shed  f o r  i t s  i n t e r i o r  
p a n e l l i n g  and t r i m ,  t h e  house con ta ins  a compact four-room p lan ,  a d e v i a t i o  
from t h e  s t anda rd  Vi rg in i a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  plan.  Probably b u i l t  by Colonel 
Richard Morris ,  t h e  house was c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  well-known Morris 
fami ly ,  descendants  of  William Morris ,  of Taylor ' s  Creek, Hanover County, 
many of  whose members s e t t I e d  and developed t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  Louisa. 

.. 
Descendants of  William Morris (died 1745) were among t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  

of  Louisa County. William and h i s  son Sylvanus (d ied  1745 o r  1746) 
acqui red  e x t e n s i v e  r e a l  proper ty  i n  Hanover County by p a t e n t  and purchase. 
Much, i f  n o t  a l l ,  of  t h e  s o n ' s  holdings were in t h e  Green Springs s e c t i o n  of 
Louisa (formed from Hanover i n  1740). 

%o of  Sylvanus 's  t h r e e  sons ,  William (c.  1735-1820) and Richard I 
( c .  1740-1821) l i v e d  t o e n j o y  the , l egacy .p rov ided  them by t h e i r  f a t h e r  and 
g randfa the r ,  completing t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e i r  i n h e r i t a n c e  by means of a 
s u i t  i n  chancery (1771-73). I t  would appear ,  from t h e r e c o r d  of  these  
proceedings,  t h a t :  Sylvanus was l i v i n g  a t  t h e  Green Springs when he d i ed ;  
Richard was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  by 1371-73; and W i l l i a m ' s  po r t ion  of t h e  
Louisa lands  were n o t  y e t  i n  product ion.  

William s tayed  i n  Hanover County a t  Taylor ' s  Creek, t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  of  
h i s  g randfa the r ,  and i t  was h i s  son ,  W i l l i -  Jr. (died 1830-31) who 
developed the  2,500 + a c r e  t r a c t ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  Green Spr ings ,  which came t o  
h i s  f a t h e r  i n  the  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  e s t a t e .  The remaining 1,746 a c r e s ,  a t  
and near  t h e  s p r i n g  were e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  s e a t  of Richard Morris .  

Colonel Richard Morris -sometime Commissary f o r  t h e  Cornonwealth, 
member of  t h e  House o f  Delegates  (1788), and unsuccessfu l  candida te  f o r  a 
s e a t  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Convention o f  1788- married t h e  s i s t e r  o f  Colonel John 
Overton of  Louisa. She bore  him seven ch i ld ren :  fou r  daughters  Martha 
(Pa tsy) ,  E l i zabe th ,  C la ra ,  and Maria; and t h r e e  sons ,  two o f  whom, Overton 
and William, d i ed  be fo re  t h e i r  f a t h e r .  

There is  a d e t a i l e d  inventory o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Green Spr ings  during 
Richard Mor r i s ' s  t ime. The dwel l ing  house, two s t o r i e s  wi th  a f u l l  c e l l a r  
was 36 X 34'  (approximately t h e  dimensions of  the  p resen t  house).  . The 
complex included:  a l a r g e  barn  and s t a b l e ,  f i v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  ou tbu i ld ings ;  
a q u a r t e r ,  oven and henhouses, Somewhat removed from t h e  main house were: 
t h e  o v e r s e e r ' s  house, seven Negro houses, and a d d i t i o n a l  outbui ld ings .  

S i .  s e e  con t inua t ion  uaee) 
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8.  - I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  p l a n t e r  Morris was t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  
of a  r e s o r t  " a t  t h e  Springs."  Serv ice  bt i i ldings he re  included a n  i c e  house; 
two houses (12 X 1 6 ' )  " a t  the  bath"; a  b l acksmi th ' s  shop, s e r v a n t ' s  q u a r t e r s ,  
k i tchen;  smoke, carn, and s torehouses  and two ovens. 

M o r r i s ' s  son and h e i r ,  James Maury Morris ,  abandoned t h e  ex tens ive  
complex "a t  t h e  Springs."  By 1835, some of  t h e  spac ious  gues t  houses had 
"been consumed by f i r e .  I '  While o t h e r s ,  Joseph Mar t in  observed, "have f a l l e n  
down, and only  a  few houses i n  a  s t a t e  of  rap id  decay remain." 

James Maury Morris l e f t  a  g r e a t e r  e s t a t e  than he i n h e r i t e d  i n  s p i t e  
(a contemporary kinsman wrote)  of  h i s  a d d i c t i o n  t o  f r i v o l o u s  p u r s u i t s  inc luding  
r e g u l a r  and extended v i s i t s  t o  Richmond and t h e  fash ionable  r e s o r t s .  Green 
Springs P l a n t a t i o n  prospered under a n  i n d i f f e r e n t  master due t o  t h e  remarkable 
f e r t i l i t y  of  i t s  s o i l  - and, one supposes, through t h e  e f f o r t s  of a  competent 
ove r see r .  

I n  s p i t e  of  two a d d i t i o n s ,  the  Green Springs house su rv ives  i n  a  
remarkable s t a t e  o f  p re se rva t ion .  Tne sou th  a d d i t i o n  appears  t o  be a lmost  
contemporary w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  d a t e ,  t h e  expansion of  the  sou theas t  
room i n t o  t h a t  wing being accomplished wi thout  awkward adjus tments ;  the  
western a d d i t i o n  has  served t o  remove many of  t h e  incompatible  funct ions  from 
the  o r i g i n a l  rooms. 

The Green Springs neighborhood, t h a t  has given t h i s  f i n e  res idence  
i t s  p resen t  name, a l s o  has provided t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  Bn unusual ly b e a u t i f u l  
and t r a n q u i l  s e t t i n g ,  a  compatible  c o - h a b i t a t i o n  of  man and n a t u r e  t y p i c a l  of 
t h i s  unique region .  
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9. 
Isabel Baylor Woodson, "The Morris Family , ' I  i n  The Virg in ia  Genealogis t ,  X I  

(1967): 51-60, 108-15. 
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AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 19% (Publ ic  L a w  

89.665). I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 
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