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Greenwood, lying one mile west of Orange, Virginia, is a Federal timber-frame house built circa 
1820 in the traditional I-house form. It is a three-bay building over a raised basement, with a 
one-bay, single-pile timber-frame wing addition, built circa 1850, extending from the north gable 
end. A modem kitchen. breezeway and garage form a one-story ell on its east elevation. 
Standing on a rise on a 1 1 1 acre farm in the rolling Piedmont region of Virginia, Greenwood 
commands an arresting view of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the west. The house and its setting 
retain a high degree of physical integrity. 

Located on Route 635, Greenwood is approached from the west by an asphalt drive that ends 
in a parking area to the rear of the house. It is located in an area where the I-house form 
predominates, typically interpreted in the Greek Revival style. Greenwood, therefore, stands 
apart from its neighbors for its Federal influence. The front facade is oriented to the west, 
overlooking acres of farmland. 

Greenwood's originial single-pile frame structure is approximately 4 1 ' x 17'6". has three bays, 
a center-passage plan, two stories over a raised basement, a gable roof and two exterior-end 
chimneys. The original beaded weatherboard has been extensively repaired with plain 
weatherboard. The brick foundation walls are laid in Flemish bond and have also been repaired 
with five-course common bond. 

Window bays are placed symmetrically along the front and rear elevations and have wooden 
two-panel fixed-louvre shutters. Replaced in 1987, the windows are twelve-over-twelve double- 
hung sash on the first floor level and eight-over-twelve double-hung sash on the second floor 
level. The sills are molded. The Greek Revival-style trim appears to be modem, as it is affixed 
with wire nails. The basement has three six-light casement windows on the front elevation, and 
one on the rear elevation. 

The front and rear entrances are six-panel double doors surmounted by four-light transoms. Both 
have three-panel fixed louvre shutters. The front doors' two top panels and separating rails have 
been repiad with three lights. 
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In the Greek Revival-style, the front entry porch has brick piers supporting a one-story wooden 
porch with a gable roof and triangular pediment supported by square paired columns. A 
balustrade with untumed balusters, molded handrails and square newel posts encompasses the 
porch and its flight of seven closed-string risers. The rear entrance has a modem brick stoop and 
serves as the main entrance door from a birck path leading from the parking area in the rear of 
the house. 

The chimneys are laid in Flemish bond, have stepped shoulders at the first and second-story 
levels and stepped bases. The chimney caps have been replaced. The north chimney, initially 
an exteriorend chimney, is now enclosed by an interior partition wall between the original 
structure and wing. 

The roof is of standing-seam metal with a plain boxed wooden cornice, shingle molding, and 
gutters at the eaves. Eliptical attic vents are placed under the eave at the gable end of the house. 

Greenwood was enlarged around 1850 with a timber-framed, single-pile, 1 112 sotry, gable- 
roofed wing on the north gable end, which was heated on both levels by an exterior-end 
chimney. Measuring 17'6" x 23'9", the addition is flush with the main block on the front 
elevation and extends approximately six feet beyond the main block on the rear. This structure 
is clad with weatherboard. Modem additions include the ell extension on the east elevation of 
the wing and a basement stair covered by a weatherboard and latticework shed on the northeast 
comer of the wing. Early photos show what appears to be a two-story, gable-roofed, timber- 
frame structure standing where the ell extension is now. This structure was not connected to the 
house, although it was probably no more than ten feet from the exterior door of the wing. It is 
impossible to tell how long that building stood; but in the 1930s it was used as a dwelling, 
according to Beulah Richards Napier, who resided at Greenwood. 

As in the main block, the windows of the ell are modem replacements. The west facade is 
pierced with one window of six-over-six double-hung sash. The north facade has three window 
bays. Some early photos of the house show the northwest bay as a side entrance with a raised 
wooden porch. This porch and entrance were added sometime in the early 20th century and 
replaced with a window by the current owners. A window of six-over-six double-hung sash on 
the southeast elevation lights the interior stair landing. At the 112 story 
level, modem dormers on the cast and west elevations have six-over-six double-hung sash. 
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and at the gable end are three small awning windows. The trim and sills are identical to those 
of the original house, indicating that all such trim was likely replaced at the same time. 

The kitchen, added in the late 1930s, is clad with weatherboard and has an extremely low- 
piteched metal gable roof. On the south elevation is a sliding plate-glass window, while on the 
north elevation is a plate-glass window flanked by two four-over-four double-hung sash 
windows. A lightly framed and screened breezeway connects the kitchen to the two-car garage 
clad with weatherboard. 

The interior plan of Greenwood consists of a central hall flanked by a parlor to the south and 
a dining room to the north. All three rooms have plaster walls and original eleven-inch 
baseboards, wainscotting, door trim, six-inch chair rails of Federal design, pine floors and 
modem crown molding. Federal-style mantels in both rooms are tripartite, with rounded ovolo 
molding on the architrave, and reed pilasters on a column base. Six-panel doors connect these 
two rooms to the central hall, whereas a five-panel door accesses the rear ell. 
The main stair, located in the northwest comer of the hall, is an enclosed, single-run stair. 

The dimensions of the second floor relect those of the first. The central upstairs hall accesses 
bedrooms on the north and south, a bathroom on the west, and is lit by the central window of 
the east elevation. A trap door in the ceiling opens into an unfinished attic. Original woodwork 
in the Federal style consists of baseboards, wainscotting and chair rails. Simple mantels are in 
the Greek Revival style. The only original door trim is located in the central passage leading into 
the north bedroom, and, with the exception of the north bedroom door, the six-panel doors are 
modem replacements. Closets were added to both bedrooms in the 1930s. 

The raised basement of the original portion of the house originally was a kitchen, as evidenced 
by a large fireplace on the south wall. There is no mantel; rather there is a narrow plain shelf 
above the arched opening. The basement may have been partitioned to provide for an unheated 
room to the north. The basement space was altered in the 1940s to accomodate a laundry room 
and access to the basement of the wing addition that was excavated to provide a furnace room 
in the 1930s. Alterations include the addition of paneling and removal of the original ceiling. 

The wing is entered from the main block on the first floor through doors on the northeast and 
northwest sides of the dining room. Possibly the entrance on the east was an exterior 
door originally, as its dimensions vary from the door frame on the west, being two inches lower 
and narrower. The trim is identical to the dining room and parlor door trim. The four-panel west 
door and its trim arc Greek Revival in style, while the east is Federal. 
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Originally one room, the wing was divided into a library, passage, and bathroom in the late 
1930s. The library is entered through the dining room on the south, and the passage on the east. 
The only early woodwork is an Italianate mantel on the north wall. Plaster walls reach to a 
dropped ceiling, and the south wall of the library encloses the original exterior-end chimney, 
which previously was plastered and left exposed. 

The original exterior door of the wing now leads to the kitchen. Located in the southeast comer 
of the wing is a double-run enclosed stair. The chamber on the 112 story level has a dropped 
ceiling and plaster walls. The Greek Revival door and window trim are unique to this room and 
the mantel has both Greek Revival and Italianate elements. Modem dormers are located on the 
east on west elevations. 

One original dependency stands to the northeast of the house. It is a two-bay, gable-roofed, 11' 
x 9" square, one-story structure on a stone foundation. The walls are clad in beaded 
weatherboard. Originially unheated, a cinderblock chimney flue was added in the 20th century. 
On the west elevation is a modem porch and the entrance has a wood plank door. A window of 
two-over-two double-hung sash on the west elevation, and a six-over-six double-hung window 
on the south elevation have plain wooden frames attached with wire nails. The north elevation 
includes a large octagonal plate-glass window added in the 1950s. A stone-lined well with a 
pump is located directly to the east is a contributing structure. The twentieth-century wood 
shelter is considered non-contributing. 

Four non-contributing resources are located on the property, none dating from Greenwood's 
period of significance. Two outbuildings are aligned with the early dependency. The first stands 
on a stone foundation and is sheathed with weatherboard. It is used as a storage shed. The other 
is similar in construction, but has been renovated as a guest cottage. A twentieth-century barn 
is located approximately 780 feet to the west of the house. It measures 48' x 41'. A two-stall 
stable in deteriorated condition is located approximately 170' south of the garage. 

The landscape surrounding Greenwood has changed little over time. The area next to the 
outbuildings has crop marks that possibly delineate previous structures, gardens, and yard areas. 
A modem retaining wall and otha decorative landscape features have been added by the present 
owners next to the original outbuilding. T h m  is evidence of early terracing that now slopes to 
a large garden north of the house. The pasture areas and bottomland surrounding Greenwood - 
are used for agriculture and grazing. One lonely grave is lo&ted to the northwest of the-house 
in a small Copse of overgrown boxwood. The grave of Mary Roberta Macon, aged nine, who 
died in 1843. is considered a contributing site. 
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STATEMENT OF SKWIHCANCE 

When constructed about 1820, Greenwood was one of the first I-houses in Orange County. 
Today it remains as a remarkably early example of this house form. The one-and-a-half- story 
mid-nineteenth- century addition is characteristic of an enhancement made by a family that had 
achieved prosperity. The seat of the Macons, a prominent local family, the house retains its 
integrity of plan and details, as well as rural setting. 

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERU 

Greenwood is eligible under Criterion C as an unusually early and intact example of the I-house 
form in Orange County. The house and one early outbuilding retain their physical integrity and 
are located within an appropriate and little-altered rural setting. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Among the early houses of Orange County, Greenwood, along with a very few others, employed 
the I-house form decades before it became common in the area. The others included Ridgefield, 
built in the late eighteenth century by Jonathon Cowherd; Weston, built by Dr. Charles Beale 
in 1820; Annadale, constructed in the late eighteenth century by John Tayloe Hamilton; and 
Annandale built in 1805 by Reuben Boston.' 

The majority of late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth-century houses in Orange County were 1 
112 story frame or log dwellings that were enlarged over the years. A number of these employed 
a hall and parlor plan, while others had only one mom on each level. Many of Orange County's 
landowners first lived in such houses. A typical house of the era was the Old Bell House, built 
by Robert Kendall about 1800: "a log-bodied, hall-and-parlor plan home, with gable roof and 
stone end chimneys. A story and a half high, it measures twenty eight by sixteen feet.""e 
I-house form became quite popular near mid-century, replacing the earlier hall-and-parlor form. 
The early date. of Greenwood sets it apart from its contemporaries and it survives today as a 
valuable and unusually early example of a form that later become commonplace. 

Greenwood is linked with the history of Orange County from the earliest days of settlement. The 
house stands on a small portion of the 6,500 acre tract originally patented by John Baylor in 
1726, when the area was still part of Spotsylvania Co~nty .~  Baylor was a wealthy planter from 
King and Queen County and a partner in some of the land enterprises of Alexander Spotswood.' 
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Baylor's patent was among the first recorded, and although not the largest tract conveyed, it was 
by no means the smallest. There is documentary evidence that Baylor built a house called 
Greenwood on this land, but its exact location remains unknown. Road orders of the time show 
that he petitioned the county to construct roads near his plantation and was responsible for the 
clearing and upkeep of such. Baylor died in 1772, leaving the property to his son John Baylor, 
Jr.' He continued to farm the property, and after his death in 1808, the estate was divided in 
lots and sold. Greenwood stands on lot number four, purchased by Thomas Macon in 1812. 

Thomas Macon had moved from Hanover County and married Sarah Madison, daughter of 
James Madison, Sr., in 17W6 In marrying Sarah Madison, Macon allied himself with one of 
the most influential families in the region. His brother-in-law, James Madison, Jr., had already 
written the Bill of Rights of the United Sta'tes and was known as the "Father of the 
Constitution." In 1799 the Macons purchased a large estate of more than 1,800 acres and built 
their home Somerset in 1803. The Macons had seven children; two sons, Catlett Conway Macon 
and James Madison Macon, settled in the area and became large landowners themselves. 

Reuben Conway, son of Catlett Conway, married his cousin Lucy Macon. It is not clear where 
Reuben and Lucy lived during the first years of their marriage, as Reuben owned no land, but 
by 1820 they were living at Greenwood. Thomas Macon had purchased two tracts of Baylor land 
of 430 and 314 acres respectively, in 1813 and 1816, and deeded them to Lucy in 1818.' When 
Lucy acquired this property, the only buildings standing were "tenements," which were likely 
the homes of the two female slaves and their children deeded to Lucy at the same time. ' 

The land tax records of 1820 show that buildings valued at $1,125 stood on the 430- acre tract. 
Greenwood was, therefore, constructed sometime between 1818 and 1820, a fact confirmed by 
architectural evidence. Census records show that the Conways owned thirty six slaves in 1820. 
Reuben also owned other parcels of land in the area and court records demonstrate that he was 
often appointed to administer estates matters and witnessed many of his neighbors' wills. It 
seems that the Conways were an integral part of Orange County society. 

The Conways had no children. Following Reuben Conway's death in 1838, his estate was left 
to his "beloved wife Lucy. "' The inventory taken after his death suggests that Conway was a 
relatively well-to-do farmer and shows that the wing addition of Greenwood had not yet been 
built. When the 1840 census was taken, Lucy lived alone. By 1843 she had extended her 
household to include Mary Roberta Macon, age nine, daughter of her brother Catlett Conway 
Macon. The child died in 1843 and is buried on the Greenwood property. 
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The land tax records show that higher taxes were assessed on Greenwood in 1850, pointing to 
the wing addition being constructed by that time. At this time two of Lucy's brothers and a 
nephew were residing at Greenwood. Lucy's brother Ambrose is listed in the 1850 census as 
being a carpenter by profession. The timber frame of this wing addition, with its hand-hewn 
members, summer beam, and joinery, suggests that the fifty-two-year-old Ambrose designed 
the structure employing the earlier methods of construction he learned as a young man. 

In 1860 Lucy appeared to be at her most prosperous. Her real estate was valued at $2800, and 
her personat estate st $15,637. She owned fifty two slaves, of which only eight males and nine 
females were of working age. Following her death in 1871, Greenwood was divided among her 
nieces and nephews. Thomas N. Macon lived at Greenwood until his death, and the property 
was sold out of the family in 1900 to George Hoffman.1° In 1938 the property was divided and 
sold in two parcels, with the house passing through six different owners until 1970 when George 
Adams purchased both parcels." Colonel and Mrs. William Collier, the present owners, 
purchased the property in 1973." 

1. Ann Miller, A n t e b e l l u m ,  pages 37, 54, 55. 

2. Ibid., page 175. 

3. Wlysses P. Joyner, "Orange County Land Patents," page 24 (reference, Virginia Land 
Patents, Book 12, page 499) 

4. Ibid, page 25 

5. Spotsylvania County Will Book A, page 105 

6. Macon Family Bible; property of Conway Knox, Richmond, Virginia 

7. Orange County Deed Book 27, pages 270 and 272. 

8. Ibid. 

9. Orange County Will1 Book 8, page 346. 
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10. Orange County Deed Book 58, page 375. 

11. Orange County Deed Book 244, page 297. 

12. Orange County Deed Book 270, page 330 
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Verbal Bo* Descriuti~n 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are 
marked by the following UTM reference points: 1 17 750980 4235040, 2 17 750670 
4234540, 3 17 750140 4234400, 4 17 750190 4235220. 

Boundarv J m  

The boundary includes the house, outbuildings, gravesite and fields that have been historically 
associated with Greenwood and that maintain historic integrity. 
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