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Brandon P l a n t a t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i s t s  of some 4500 a c r e s  of woodlands, 
pas tu res  and gardens. The p l a n t a t i o n  house, located near  t h e  r i v e r ,  i s  
f ronted  by a n  informal park on the  land s i d e  wi th  ex tens ive  formal gardens 
on the  r i v e r  s i d e .  The house i s  a seven p a r t  b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a two-
s t o r y  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  covered by B pyramidal roo f ,  a t  t h e  apex of  which i s  
carved pineapple.  Flanking the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a r e  one-story wings with a 
half-hipped roof Aver each wing. This  main p a r t  of  t h e  house is  l inked t o  
the  two-story te rminal  wings by low one-story hyphens. The te rminal  wings 
a r e  s e t  perpendicular  t o  t h e  main house and a r e  covered by hipped roofs .  
Because t h e  te rminal  wings were o r i g i n a l l y  f ree-s tanding  one-and-a-half 
s t o r y  dependencies,  t h e i r  lower halves a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed 
headers above a n  Engl i sh  bond water  t ab le .  The second f l o o r s  a r e  l a i d  i n  
uniform c o l o r  Flemish bond a s  is  the  r e s t  of the  house. The o r i g i n a l  sash 
throughout t h e  house was replaced i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century  wi th  t h i n  
muntin sa sh .  The one-story Cor in th ian  po r t i coes  on each f r o n t  of t h e  c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n  a r e  replacements of e a r l i e r  one-story pedimented porches. 

The only e a r l y  su rv iv ing  outbui ld ing  a t  Brandon i s  the  "blockhouse," 
t o  the  west of  the  main house. This small  one-story s t r u c t u r e  is l a i d  i n  
f i n e  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers and is covered by a f i n e  jerkin-head 
roo f .  The door and s h u t t e r s  of the  bu i ld ing  a r e  covered i n  i ron .  To t h e  
west of t h e  blockhouse is the walled Harr ison family cemetery. Two modern, 
a r c h i c e c t u r a l l y  unob t rus ive ,b r i ck  outbui ld ings  f l ank  the  main house. A 
v i s t z  from the  garden f r o n t  of  the  house extends through t h e  formal 
t o  the  r i v e r .  
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Brandon's c e n t e r  h a l l  was a l s o  a l t e r e d  i n  the  ea r ly -n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  a t  
which time the  t r i p l e  a r c h  Ionic  screen  and present  s t a i r c a s e  were i n s t a l l e d .  
The arrangement of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  completed is unce r t a in ,  
but  i t  may have been d iv ided  i n t o  a s t a i r  h a l l  wi th  saloon a s  a t  Bat te rsea .  
The drawing room and d in ing  room which f l ank  the  c e n t e r  h a l l  a r e  f u l l y  
panel led  and have pedimented chimney p ieces .  Muoh of the panelling i n  the  
drawing room has  had t o  be r e s to red  because of  C i v i l  War damage. The i n t e r i ~ r ?  
of  t h e  hyphens a r e  simply t r e a t e d  and each c o n t a i r s a  s t a i r c a s e  t o  the  
basement. The e a s t  te rminal  wing conta ins  the o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  and what 
were o r i g i n a l l y  simply t r e a t e d  s e r v i c e  rooms. The wes't t e rminal  wing " 

con ta ins  fou r  panelled rooms of t h e  same period and s t y l e  a s  the  c e n t e r  
p a r t  of  the  house. One of  t h e  most notable  f e a t u r e s  of  Brandon's i n t e r i o r  
i s  t h e  Chinese t r e l l i s  s t a i r  i n  the  c e n t r a l  h a l l  of the  west  wing. The h a l l  
i s  f u r t h e r  enr,shed by f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e s  around the  c e i l i n g  and over  
t h e  doors .  A p r o j e c t i o n  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  west wing has been added 
t o  a l low f o r  modern bathrooms. 
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The sorne 5000 a c r e s  which o r i g i n a l l y  made up the Brandon proper ty  were 
pa tented  by John Martin (1562-1632) i n  1616. I t  is be l ieved  t h a t  the  
name Brandon was der ived  from tile famiiy name of art in's wife .  Martin 
had been one of the  o r i g i n a l  adventurers  to  s a i l  t o  America wi th  Capt. 
Chr is topher  Newport and had served the  Jamestown Colony a s  a member of  t h e  
f i r s t  C o ~ ~ c i l .Robert Bargrave, Mar t in ' s  grandson, inheri ted Brandon on 
M a r t i n ' s  dea th ,  and i n  1635 so ld  i t  t o  Richard Quiney. It  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o  no te  t h a t  Richard Quiney's b ro the r  Thomas was married t o  William 
Shakespeare 's  daughter  Jud i th .  Quiney and h i s  h e i r s  farmed Brandon u n t i l  
1720 when i t  was so ld  t o  Nathaniel  Harrison (1677-1727). Harrison never 
s e t  up res idence  a t  Brandon, but  h i s  son and h e i r  Nathaniel  Harr ison I1 
(17037-1791) decided t o  make the  p l a n t a t i o n  h i s  home. 

Because of  the  l ack  of proper documentation the  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Brandon 
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d a t e .  Probably the  e a r l i e s t  bu i ld ing  is  t h e  b r i ck  
"block.;ouse"' which' may d a t e  from' the  Quiney ownership; The d a t e  and ' '  . 

b u i l d e r  of the s t o r y - a d - a - h a l f  symmetrically placed dependencies (which 
were l a t e r  made two-story terminal  wings' of  ' t h e  main house) i s  unce r t a in ,  
but  i t  has been assumed t h a t  they were b u i l t  by Nathaniel  Harr ison I1 
wi th  t h e  idea  of adding a mansion between them' in  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  manner 
of V i rg in i a  p l a n t a t i o n  complexes. The bu i ld ing  of t h e  c e n t e r  p o r t i o n  of 
the  mansion and the  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  wings were probably c a r r i e d  o u t  by 
S a t h a n i e l  Harr ison I1 sometime a f t e r  1757 s i n c e  t h e  des ign  was obviously 
based on p l a t e  3 of Robert Morris '  S e l e c t  Arch i t ec tu re ,  published i n  t h a t  
year .  The f i d e l i t y  of  Brandon t o  t h i s  p l a t e  i n  Morris has been used t o  
suppor t  the  Harr ison family t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was r e spons ib l  
f o r  Brandon's des ign  s i n c e  i t  is known t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  owned a copy of Morr 

Despi te  the ambigui t ies  of  Brandon's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  house i s  
one of  the  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d  of  V i r g i n i a ' s  e igh teen th  century  s t r u c t u r e s .  
Next t o  Monticel lo i t  i s  probably t h e  most pure ly  Pa l l ad ian  Vi rg in i a  house 
of  i t s  per iod ,  though the  Pa l l ad ian  in f luence  is through Morris.  

Brandon su f fe red  damage dur ing  the  C i v i l  War when Federal  t roops f i r e d  on 
t h e  house, desecra ted  t h e  i n t e r i o r  by r i p p i n g  o f f  panelling, and burned 
the  barns and ou tbu i ld ings .  The house was ex tens ive ly  renovated circa 19i 
and s t ands  today i n  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion .  Its s e t t i n g  is 
enhanced by i t s  ex tens ive  gardens, considered t o  be among the  most 
beaut if , ;  i n  the  Commonwealth. 
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