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S i t u a t e d  along a one-lane d i r t  road, i n  a v a l l e y  between Chestnut Ridge and 
H a l l  Knob, t he  Crabtree-Blackwell Farm i s  a noteworthy assemblage of  
Appalachian v e r n a c u l a r  b u i l d i n g s .  S e v e r a l  types of l o g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  are 
i n  evidence,  and survivals  of a number of  anc i en t  f o l k  b u i l d i n g  practices 
permeate t h e  group, 

The main house i s  a "saddlebag" t y p e  b u i l d i n g  with two story-and-a-half 
pens connected by a c e n t r a l  l imestone rubble chimrley stack.. The western 
of  t he  Lwo pens has ha l f -doveta i led  corner  timbering t o  c e i l i n g  level. 
The four - log  hal f -s tory  above i t ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  e a s t e r n  pen, a r e  V-notched 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the house began as  a o n e - s t o r y  cabin and was later enlarged  
t o  i ts  p re sen t  s i z e ,  

Most of t h e  windows i n  the  dwell ing have early s ix-over -s ix  s a sh ,  and batte 
d o o r s  are used throughout.  A f u l l - l e n g t h  one-s tory  porch s h e l t e r s  the 
~ h i t e r ~ ~ a s h e d  f r o n t  of the house, and a frame l ean - to  has been added t o  the 
r e a r .  

The wes tern  pen c o n s i s t s  oi a k i t c h e n  above a f u l l  l i m e s t o n e  c e l l a r  and 
has a s i n g l e  front door and a  gable-end window. The k i t c h e n  f i r e p l a c e ,  
like all t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  house, h a s  been blocked and a s tove  f l u e  i n -  
stalled, An e x t e r i o r  s t a i r  i n  t h e  space  in I r o n t  of the chimney l eads  t o  
t h e  second f l o o r  of boeh pens. 

The e a s t e r n  pen i s  div ided  i n t o  two s l i g h t l y  unequal  rooms: a  l a r g e r  west- 
e r n  p a r l o r ,  with opposed f r o n t  and r e a r  doors and windows, and a bedroom- 
The bedroom was enlarged s l i g h t l y  i n  t he  l a r e - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  by moving 
the p a r r i t i o n  one j o i s t  t o  the w e s t .  A chimney a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  
house h a s  been removed and the opening f i l l e d  with logs ,  A,fine country-  
Federal  m a n ~ e l  w i t h  f l u t e d  Doric pilasters and bas-relief trees carved on 
t h e  necking ornaments t h e  p a r l o r .  A band of molding forming t h e  abacus of  
t h e  pilaster cap i t a l s  cont inues  a c r o s s  t h e  mantel through the middle of a 
central t a b l e t .  There i s  a  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e    en's western chamber, b u t  
none i n  any o t h e r  u p s t a i r s  room, 

Dotm t h e  hill t o  t he  e a s t  of the house, a s t r i d e  a small s t r e a m ,  is the I 
I s p r i n g h o u s e  o r  milkhouse,  T h i s  saddle-no tched , round- log b u i l d i n g  has the  , 

c a n t i l e v e r e d  g a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of such  o u t b u i l d i n g s  in r h e  region, A l -  ] 
t hough  the  l o g s  a r e  not squared ,  t h e  corners  a r e  trimmed and t h e  b u i l d i n g  
t i g h t l y  chinked,  

i 
i 
! 
i 

North of the house i s  the hay  ba rn ,  a l a r ~ e  round-log, saddle-notched, end- j 
opening b r ~ i l d i l ~ g .  The ends of t h e  logs a r c  not  trimr.wtcd, nor  i s  t h c  struc- 
t u r e  rnadc t i g h t  in any inaIlncr. Lean-to add i t i ons  have bcen 1nod2 t o  t he  
norl-11 sj-cle fi.n Log), t h e  south s i d c  and rhc ~ ~ 1 s t  c ? ~ c L  (both  frLmcc!). 1 

I 

A s torapc shed ancl an outhouse, bo t11 r e l a i - i v c l y  n1odc.1-11 fr-iunc bni.lcl  i n g s  , 
cornpl(:tc t h e  assenrl)lagc, A frauc? c o a l  storage shed  is unclcu co ; l s t ruc t i ou .  

I 
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The Crabtree-Elackwell  house, w i t h  its a t t endan t  outbuildings, is  a note-  
worthy domestic complex conta in ing  many characteristic features of the 
m a t e r i a l  f o l k  c u l t u r e  of  the mountains of southwestern Virginia. After 
i t s  o f f i c i a l  opening t o  whi te  occupat ion around t h e  t ime o f  t h e  American 
Revolut ion,  t h e  area was r a p i d l y  s e t t l e d  by T idewate r  Engl i sh  and Pcnnsyl-  
vania German and S c o t c h - I r i s h  groups whose folk h a b i t s  had  prev ious ly  
made c o n t a c t  i n  the lower Val ley of Virginia. The Crabtree-Blackwell Pann 
s t a ~ i d s  as graphic evidence of the  movntain f o l k  c u l t u r e  r e s u l t i n g  from . 
this mixture ,  combining a s  i t  does charac  t e r i s  tic Pennsylvania and Tide- 
water elements with some archa ic  English building prac t i c e s .  

The house was b u i l t  i n  a t  l eas t :  two s t a g e s  i n  t h e  ea r ly -n ine t een th  cen tury  
The e a r l i e s t  po r t i on  is  t h e  c e l l a r  and first f l o o r  of  t h e  wes?, o r  ki.tchen 
pen, where h a l f - d o v e t a i l  notching i s  u s e d ,  The o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g ,  wiLh 
i t s  approximately square f l o o r  p lan ,  l o f t  f l o o r  a t  p l a t e  level (a feature 
n o t  common i n  t h e  southern  mountain cab in) ,  s i n g l e  f r o n t  door o f f s e t  
toward t h e  chimney end, and e x t e r i o r  gable-end chimney, i s  o f  a t y p e  which 
h a s  been termed by Iienry Glassie t h e  "square cabin" and i d e n t i f i e d  as a 
s u r v i v a l  of sub-medieval Engl i sh  bu i ld ing  p r a c t i c e  found f r e q u e n t l y  on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  s lopes  o f  t h e  Blue Ridge, but ra re ly  i n  the m o u n t a i n s  them- 
s e l v e s .  Ln a d d i t i o n ,  the frame l ean - to  added t o  the r e a r  of t h i s  pen i s  
a l so  a  traditional Eng l i sh  feature. 

A t  some later d a t e ,  a V-notched, four - log  h a l f - s t o r y  was added t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  cab in ,  and  a t  t h e  same time o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  a s tory-and-a-  
half e a s t e r n  pen, e n t i r e l y  V-notched and with a f i v e - l o g  h a l f - s t o r y ,  was 
a d d e d  t o  the chimney end of thc  o r ig i .naL  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  e a s t e r n  pen 
rook the form oE what Glass i e  has c a l l e d  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  cab in  type a~!d 
i d c n t i  E i e d  as d e r i v i n g  u l t i n ~ a t c l y  from b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  i n  t h e  U l s t e y -  
Conrra1.1ght r eg ion  o f  Ireland, It has two rooms s e p a r a t e d  by a l i g h t  p a r ~ i -  
Lion--so l i g h t  t h a t  i t  was moved s l i g h t l y  i n  the l a t e - n i n c ~ e e n t h  centur l - .  
Thc l a r g e r  of chc two rooIns con ta in s  the.  main f i r e p l a c e ,  wi th  i t s  c a r ~ l 3 ~ i  
man te l ,  and tllc opposccl c e n t r a l  f r o n t  ancl r ea r  doors. A gablc-cln~l c1~imr:cy 
on the f a r  encl \ + a l l  complet led t l ~ c  b u i l d i n s ,  b u t  has sinc.e been rc,~~!ovcd. 

AS n wholc,  tllc: house rcprcscnts  t h c  "s~icldleba~:"  t y ~ , c  conmlon i n  the- sol~t11- 
ern n~oirntains , so -ca l l ed  bccousc i L s pcns  a rc  tlrapc.d s . ld t i lcbcl~-fnsI r ion  on 
c i t h c r  si .dc o.E tlrc chiinrlcy. Tllc cclnvc~nit~nce o.E t h i . 3  so r t  o.E rnn.ssii~i:, 

givcln t h e  c lo sed  n~odi~l.;lr na tu re  of  l o g  cons t ruc t ion ,  is an obv ious  rc3sc.n 
For i t s  ~ t s c ,  b ~ ~ t  Lhe  p l a n  concept can bc trac.ecl .€art-her back  to , , r>~\s t -  

(scix c,on t i r ~ u i i  t  ion s l ~ r c  t ,,..-.---... . ".- -..-. -- .- -.--.---.---..--- - -..---.- "~ ----~ -.--- 
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medieval Engl i sh  precedent. One common pre-Rennaissance Engl i sh  vernacular 
house t y p e  involved a one-story o r  story-and-a-half bu i ld ing  w i t h  some v a r i a -  
t i o n  of a three-room scheme having t h e  rooms ranked h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  from t h e  
"lower'! service rooms a t  one end t o  t h e  "upperM "par lor , "  o r i g i n a l l y  a  
s l eep ing  room, a t  t h e  o the r .  Addit ional  s e r v i c e  rooms were of t en  appended 
i n  t h e  form of lean- tos  o r ,  i n  e a r l i e r  times took the  f o m  of s e p a r a t e  o u t -  
b u i l d i n g s .  A cross-?as  sage sometimes separa ted  the s e r v i c e  rooms f rm the 
" l i v i n g "  rooms. When chimneys began t o  be used  i n  humbler  houses i n  the 
s i x t e e n t h  century ,  they were f r e q u e n t l y  placed between t h e  s e r v i c e  and living 
rooms, i n  or  backing on t h e  cross-passage if t h e r e  was one. Occas iona l ly  a 
sma l l e r  f i r e p l a c e  heated the  p a r l o r ,  and s ta i rs  sometimes were placed i n  t h e  
area bes ide  the chimney, The C r a b ~ r e e - B l a c h ~ e l l  house conforms to  this tra- 
d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  A cross-passage of s o r t s ,  c r ea t ed  by the ex i s t ence  o f  t h e  
two pens, is f i l l e d  by the chimney and the e x t e r i o r  s t a i r s .  The "upper" end 
of the house is  given over t o  the "public" l i v i n g  room next t o  the chimney 
and to the s l eep ing  room, which once had a f :replace, a t  t h e  e::?rene upper ) 

end. A s  i n  medieval England, t h i s  f i r s t - f l o o r  room was, and remains  today ,  
the  main bedroom, the roans u p s t a i r s  being used  f o r  s t o r a g e  and overf low,  

The springhousc o r  milkhouse fulfills t h e  func t ion  of another  service room 
o f  t h e  Eng l i sh  co t tage- - the  d a i r y .  A s  i s  the custom i n  the  mountains,  t h e  
milkhouse i s  loca t ed  over  a s t r e a m .  With its gable-end entrance and cant i -  
levered overhanging r o o f ,  i t  coaforms t o  a t y p e  kno1.m i n  Europe since the  
I r o n  Age and found throughout the highland a rea  from Pennsylvania south. The 
barn i s  a l s o  a common Appalachian form f e a t u r i n g  a double c r i b  w i t h  lean- tos  
on  e i t h e r  long s i d e  and another  a t  one gab le  end, 

T h e  ( o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house was probably b u i l t  by t h e  Crabt ree  f a m i l y ,  
who bought the land  i n  1818, It was acquired by t h e  Davenports, who 
probably e n l a r g e d  i t ,  i n  1824 and i n  1844 was purchased by the Blackwell 
f a m i l y ,  who owned i r  u n t i l  1923. 
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