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Situated along a one-lane dirt road, in a valley between Chestnut Ridge and
Hall Knob, the Crabtree-Blackwell Farm is a noteworthy assemblage of
Appalachian vernacular buildings. Several types of log counstruction are

in evidence, and survivals of a number of ancient folk building practices
permeate the group.

The main house is a "saddlebag" type building with two story-and-a-half

pens connected by a central limestone rubble chimney stack.. The western

of the two pens has half-dovetailed corner timbering to ceiling level.

The four-log half-story above it, and the entire eastern pen, are V-notched,
indicating that the house began as a one-story cabin and was later enlarged
to its present size.

Most of the windows in the dwelling have early six-over-six sash, and batten
doors are used throughout., A full-length one-story porch shelters the
whitewashed front of the house, and a frame lean-to has been added to the
rear.,

The western pen consists of a kitchen above a full limestone cellar and
bhas a single front door and a gable-end window. The kitchen fireplace,
like all the others in the house, has been blocked and a stove flue in-
stalled. An exterior stair in the space in front of the chimney leads to
the second floor of both pens.

The eastern pen is divided intoc two slightly unequal rooms: a larger west-
ern parlor, with opposed front and rear doors and windows, and a bedroom.
The bedroom was enlarged slightly in the late~nineteenth century by moving
the partition one joist to the west., A chimney at the east end of the
house has been removed and the opening filled with logs. A 'fine country-
Federal mantel with fluted Doric pilasters and bas-relief trees carved on
the necking ornaments the parlor. A band of molding forming the abacus of
the pilaster capitals continues across the mantel through the middle of a
central tablet. There is a fireplace in the pen's western chamber, but
none in any other upstairs room.

Down the hill to the east of the house, astride a small stream, is the
springhouse or milkhouse. This saddle-notched, round-log building has the
cantilevered gable characteristic of such ocatbuildings in the region. Al-
though the logs are not squared, the corners are trimmed and the building
tightly chinked,

North of the house is the hay barn, a large round-log, saddle~notched, end—}
opening building., The ends of the logs are not trimmed, nor is the strue-
ture made tight in any manner. Lean-to additions have been made to the

north side (in log), the south side and the cast end (both framcd). !

A storage shed and an cuthouse, both relatively wodern frame buildings,
complete the assemblage. A frame coal storage shed is under construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Crabtree-Blackwell house, with its attendant outbuildings, is a note-~
worthy domestic complex containing many characteristic features of the
material folk culture of the mountains of southwestern Virginia. After
its official opening to white occupation around the time of the American
Revolution, the area was rapidly settled by Tidewater English and Pepnsyl-
vania German and Scotch-Irish groups whose folk habits had previously

rnade contact in the lower Valley of Virginia. The Crabtree-Blackwell Faxm
stands as graphic evidence of the mountain folk culture resulting from
this mixture, combining as it does characteristic Pennsylvania and Tide-
water elements with some archaic English building practices.

The house was built in at least two stages in the early-nineteenth century.
The earliest portion is the cellar and first floor of the west, or kitchen
pen, where half-dovetail notching is used. The original building, with
its approximately square floor plan, loft floor at plate level (a feature
not common in the southern mountain cabin), single front door offset
toward the chimney end, and exterior gable-end chimney, is of a type which
has been termed by Henry Glassie the ''square cabin' and identified as a
survival of sub-medieval English building practice found frequently on

the eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge, but rarely in the mountains them-
selves. IYn addition, the frame lean-to added to the rear of this pen is
also a traditional English feature.

At some later date, a V-notched, four-log half-story was added to the
existing cabin, and at the same time or shortly thereafter, a story-and~a-
half eastern pen, entirely V-notched and with a five-log half-story, was
added to the chimney end of the original structure. This eastern pen

took the form of what Glassie has called the rectangular cabin type and
identified as deriving ultimately from building types in the Ulster-
Comnaught region of Ireland. It has two rooms separated by a light parci-
tion--so light that it was moved slightly in the late-nineteenth century.
The larger of the two rooms contains the main fireplace, with its carved
mantel, and the opposed central front and rear doors. A gable-end chimney
on the far end wall completed the building, but has since been romoved.

Y )

' typc common in the south-

As a whole, the house represents the “saddlébag
ern mowntaing, so-called because its pens arce draped saddlebag-fashion on
cither side of the chimney. The convenience of this sort of massing,

given the closed modular nature of log construction, is an obvious reason

for its use, but the plan concept can be traced farther back to post-

(sce_continuation shect i




Form 10-2000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{(July 1949) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e,
Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy
JNVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Washinzton
FOR NPS LUSE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) {1 TRTRYMomeER ks

(Nwmber sll entries)

8. SIGNIFICANGCE

medieval English precedent. One common pre-Rennaissance English vernacular
house type involved a one-story or story-and-a-half building with some varia-
tion of a three-~room scheme having the rooms ranked hierarchically from the
"lower" service rooms at one end to the "upper" 'parlor," originally a
sleeping rocm, at the other. Additional service rooms were often appended

in the form of lean-tos or, in earlier times toock the form of separate out-
buildings. A cross-passage sometimes separated the service rooms from the
"living" rooms, When chimneys began to be used in humbler houses in the
sixteenth century, they were frequently placed between the service and living
rooms, in or backing on the cross-passage if there was cne. Occasionally a
smaller fireplace heated the parlor, and stairs sometimes were placed in the
area beside the chimmey. The Crablree-Blackwell house conforms to this tra-
ditional pattern. A cross~passage of sorts, created by the existence of the
two pens, is filled by the chimney and the exterior stairs. The "upper" end
of the house is given over to the "public'" living zoom next to the chimney
and to the sleeping room, which once had a fireplace, at the eiitreme upper
end. As in medieval England, this first-floor room was, and remains today,
the main bedroom, the rooms upstairs being used for storage and overflow.

The springhousc or milkhouse fulfills the function of another service room

of the English cottage--the dairy. As is the custom in the mountains, the
milkhouse is located over a stream. With its gable~end entrance and canti-
levered overhanging roof, it conforms to a type known in Europe since the
Iron Age and found throughout the highland area from Pennsylvania south. The
barn is also a common Appalachian form featuring a double crib with lean-tos
on either long side and another at one gable end,

The original portion of the house was probably built by the Crabtree family,
who bought the land in 1818. It was acquired by the Davenports, who
probably enlarged it, in 1824 and in 1849 was purchased by the Blackwell
family, who owned it until 1923.
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