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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Roxbury, a  two-story frame house mmpleted i n  1861, s t ands  on a  r i d g e  nea r  ' ! 

t h e  Rappahannock River i n  Westmoreland County. The T-shaped bu i ld ing  c o n s i s t s  of  . . 
! 

a two-bay s e c t i o n  p a r a l l e l  t o  the  road,  wi th  a  l a r g e r  three-bay s e c t i o n  s e t  perpen- ! 
! 

d i c u l a r  t o ,  and behind i t .  The ent rances  a r e  i n  the  l a r g e r  s e c t i o n  and open i n t o  i . . 
r 

a c r o s s - h a l l  a t  t h e  junc t ion  o f  the  two p a r t s .  The p r i n c i p a l  ( e a s t )  en t r ance  i s  ! 
s h e l t e r e d  by a  one-story porch supported on coupled, bracketed columns and s t re tch i t !g  I 
t h e  l eng th  of  the  stem. A s i m i l a r  porch, but covering on ly  t h e  doorway, s h e l t e r s  i 

t h e  r e a r  en t rance .  A l l  o f  t h e  windows have s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  and, on t h e  s o u t h  and i 

e a s t  s i d e s ,  louvred b l inds .  The whoie is  surmounted b y s t e e p l y  p i tched  gab le  roo f s  i 
! wi th  deep p ro jec t ing  eaves and.gables .  Two l a r g e  gabled do'rmers' bre'ak t h e  o u t e r  plane i 

o f  t h e  south  wing roo f ,  w i th  t h r e e  s i m i l a r  dormers on each s lope  of  the n o r t h  wing I 
i roof .  Small sawnwork ornaments a r e  fas tened  a t  t h e  apex of  each roof  and dormer gable ,  

and each wing.has a  c e n t r a l  chimney wi th  four  square s t a c k s  s e t  i n  a  lozenge p a t t e r n  
and joined a t  t h e i r  co rbe l l ed  caps. j : 

A one-s tory ,  one room k i t chen  e l l  a t  the  no r th  end of  the  house, a  one-story 
sc reen  porch a t  t h e  sou th ,  and demi-octagonal bay windows a t  e i t h e r  end of  t h e  south  
wing, a l l  d a t i n g  from t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century ,  a r e  t h e  only  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  Roxbury. 

The p lan  of  Roxbury i s  a  complex one. The south  wing, w i t h  two unequal s i z e d  
rooms--a l i b r a r y  a t  t h e  west and a  l a r g e r  ~ a r l o r  a t  t h e  e a s t - - i s  s epa ra t ed  frorn t h e  
rooms i n  t h e  n o r t h  block by an ent rance  cross-passage. As one moves no r th  from the  
passage, t h e r e  i s  a  d in ing  room, a  l a r g e  k i t chen ,  and, a t  t h e  northwest co rne r ,  the  
small  k i t c h e n  e l l .  A secondary passage, s t r e t c h i n g  along t h e  west wall  between the  

I 
I 

c ross-passage and t h e  k i t chen ,  con ta ins  the  s t a i r .  

Despi te  i t s  p ic turesque  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  Roxbury is r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n ,  
w i th  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  embellishment confined p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  t rea tments  and t o  
t h e  molded p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e s  used i n  the p a r l o r ,  l i b r a r y ,  cross-passage,  and d i n i n g  

i 
The p a r l o r  mantel i s  a  p l a i n ,  l i gh t -g rey  marble p iece  c o n s i s t i n g  of broad p i -  

l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  wi th  a  cambered s o f f i t .  

I n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  another  l i g h t - g r e y  marble mantel ,  t h i s  one wi th  a  round arched 
opening accented by beveled,  t r i a n g u l a r  spandre l  panels  and a  c e n t r a l  console a c t i n g  
v i s u a l l y  a s  a  keystone f o r  the  a rch  and a s  a  co rbe l  f o r  the  s h e l f ,  i s  mounted on the  
p r o j e c t i n g  chimney b r e a s t .  Bu i l t  i n t o  t h e  r ecesses  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
a r e  a  p a i r  of Goth ic-s ty le  bookcases. Each of  these  has i n  i t s  t a l l  upper s e c t i o n  four  
g l a s s  doors ,  t h e  heads of which form a p a i r  of Tudor a rches ,  wi th  four  p l a i n  doors be- 
low. A c r e n e l l a t e d  co rn ice  surmounts each bookcase. Also worthy of  note  i s  t h e  mid- 

I 
nine teenth-century  f l o r a l  c a r p e t  which remains i n  t h i s  room. 

. I 
The cross-passage i s  no tab le  f o r  the  curving screen  wal l  a t  t h e  e a s t  end, which 

provides f o r  c l o s e t s  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  the  e n t r y  and, i n  add i t ion ,  c r e a t e s  an in-  
d i r e c t l y  l i g h t e d  en t r ance  v e s t i b u l e  of dramatic e f f e c t .  I 

I n  t h e  d in ing  room, a  l i g h t - g r e y  marble mantel s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  
(See con t inua t ion  shee t  82)  

I 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

i Roxbury i s  a  n o t a b l e  example o f  a  m i d - V i c t o r i a n  house  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  mode. 
Completed i n  1861, i t  conforms s t y l i s t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  house p o p u l a r i z e d  by ' t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t  and t h e o r i s t  C a l v e r t  Vaux, a  f o l l o w e r  o f  Andrew 

i J a c k s o n  Downing. I n  h i s  w i d e l y  r e a d  book, V i l l a s  C o t t a g e s  (1857), Vaux o u t -  

I l i n e d  how c l o s e  adherence  t o  G o t h i c ,  Greek,  and I t a l i a n  p r e c e d e n t s  c o u l d  produce 

1 a  house  i m p r a c t i c a l  f o r  comfor t .  "The E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y  houses  and c o t t a g e s  have  
. I undoubted ly  c l a i m s  t o  o u r  b e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  . .,I1 he d e c l a r e d .  While  Vaux's 
i d e s i g n s  a r e  a c c e n t e d  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  m o t i f s ,  t h e y  a r e  h i g h l y  o r i g i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s  

and avo id  t h e  s t r i c t  h i s t o r i c i s m  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  houses  o f  t h e  p r e -  
v i o u s  decades .  

1 Dwel l ings  f o l l o w i n g  Vaux's  f o r m u l a s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  common i n  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  
i 

I I b u t  t h e y  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  i n  t h e  Sou th ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  V i r g i n i a .  The b u i l d i n g  of 

i f i n e  houses  i n  V i r g i n i a  a l l  b u t  c e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  
, and remained a t  a  h a l t  t h r o u g h  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Roxbury i s  t h u s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a r c h -  

i t e c t u r a l  document f o r  i ts  t ime  and p l a c e .  With i t s  asymmet r i ca l  p l a n  and many-gabled I r o o f ,  i t  meets ~ a u x ' s  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " i r r e g u l a r "  and " p i c t u r e s q u e . "  While s o p h i s t i c a t c  

! i n  c o n c e p t  and e x e c u t i o n ,  no a r c h i t e c t  h a s  been d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t s  d e s i g n ;  
! t h e  house  may, i n  f a c t ,  have been  des igned  by an a r e a  b u i l d e r  working w i t h  a  p a t t e r n  

. . book by Vaux o r  o n e  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  
I 

Roxbury was b u i l t  f o r  Dabney C a r r  Wirt (1831:/15-1888), o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  o f  Wil l iam 
I Wirt, Jr .  and s o n  o f  Wi l l i am Wirt, t h e  n o t e d  j u r i s t ,  s t a t e s m a n  and a u t h o r .  Wi l l i am 

Wirt, Jr. was t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  W i r t l a n d ,  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  mansion l o c a t e d  
l e s s  t h a n  a  m i l e  away. Because o f  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e s e  f i n e  houses ,  t h e  r i d g e  o n  
which t h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d  was known l o c a l l y  a s  " Q u a l i t y  Ridge." Al though t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
O E  t h e  two houses  i s  d i s s i m i l a r ,  t h e y  may have s h a r e d  d e s i g n e r s  o r  a r t i s a n s .  

Dabney C a r r  W i r t  was m a r r i e d  t o  J u l i a  Augusta Washington,  a  r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
F r e s i d e n t .  Her b r a n c h  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  remained i n  Westmoreland County and occup ied  t h e  
Washington a n c e s t r a l  l a n d h o l d i n g s  on t h e  Potomac. The s i x t y - t h r e e  a c r e s  forming t h e  
o r r g i n a l  Roxbury e s t a t e  were owned i n  1840 by E l i z a  C o l l i n s  and had b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e  
va lued  a t  $500. The b u i l d i n g s  were  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  i n  1842,  a n d . i n  1850 t h e  p r o p e r t y  
was s o l d  t o  H. T. G a r n e t t .  I n  1852 h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h  a  b u i l d i n g  v a l u e d  
a t  $100 t o  J u l i e t  Washi.ngton, mother  o f  J u l i a  Washington W i r t .  ( Ihe  $100 b u i l d i n g  
was   rob ably t h e  l o g  k i t c h e n / l a u n d r y  t h a t  s t a n d s  n e a r  t h e  house todny.)  It was J u l i e t  
Washington who p a i d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  mansion which in 1861  was 
~ a l u e d , a t  $3000,. It i s  i n  t h e  books o f  t h a t  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  f i r s t  r e fe r red  t o  
5s ~oxbuxy .~he  house and l a n d  remained i n  J u l i e t  Washington 's  name u n t i l  1872 when t h e  
t i t l e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Dabney W i r t ,  who had been l i v i n g  t h e r e  s i n c e  i t s  comple t ion .  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  number 3) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Boundaries inc lude  Route 638 on the  sou th ,  a t r e e  l i n e  on the wes t ,  woods on the 
nor th ,  and the edge of t h e  f r o n t  f i e l d  on the  e a s t .  
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NAME/TITLE I 
V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission November 1976 
S T R E E T &  N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  23219 
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6 .  W.PRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS I 
(2) Virginia  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey 

1969, 1970, 1976 State 
Virginia  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S tree t  
Richmond, Virg inia  23219 
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but  with an i n t e r e s t i n g  s h e l l  f i g u r e  carved i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  bracket ,  i s  used .  
I n  t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  a very  p l a i n  wooden mantel wi th  unadorned p i l a s t e r s . a n d  a 
f r i e z e  wi th  a cambered s o f f i t .  The open-str ing s t a i r ,  i n  i t s  narrow passage. 
has a molded r a i l ,  bulbous turned newel, and two turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t read .  

One e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ing  survives--a  mid-nineteenth-century, story-and-a- 
h a l f  double-pen s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of logs  wi th  d o v e t a i l  and ha l f -dove ta i l  notch- 
ing. There a r e  f i v e  openings i n  t h e  facade--doors a t  t h e  ends, and six-over- 
s i x  windows i n  t h e  inne r  bays; i n  add i t ion ,  t h e r e  i s  a c e n t r a l  door which 
provides d i r e c t  access  t o  t h e  s t a i r ,  which i s  bu i l t  aga ins t  t h e  c e n t r a l  b r i ck  
chimney and which i s  a l s o  a c c e s s i b l e  from both r o o s . .  The gables  a r e  weather- 
boarded, and t h e  roof i s  covered wi th  pressed t i n  with s h i n g l e  impressions. 
There a r e  two gabled dormers with s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  i n  each plane of t h e  roof .  
The i n t e r i o r  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by p l a i n  whitewashed j o i s t s ,  Greek-Revival window 
t r i m ,  and a chimney wa l l  p a r t i t i o n  o f  beaded hor i zon ta l  boards i n  t h e  south  
room. The bu i ld ing  was des ignated  an o f f i c e  on a 1909 p l a t  map i n  the  possession 
of  t h e  owners. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION - -- 
The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  include t h e  house and i t s  immediate yard.  Also, t h e  
f i e l d  t o  t h e  e a s t  i s  included , as  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  graded t o  make an o rde r ly  
v i s t a  t o  and from the  house. 
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Around t h e  t u r n  o f  the  century ,  Roxbury was purchased by F. W. Alexander of 
New Hampshire who a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  t h e r e  inaugurated t h e  o r i g i n a l  movement t o  ac- 
q u i r e  and r e s t o r e  S t r a t f o r d  Hall .  Alexander was t h e  author  o f  a  book on S t r a t f o r d  
and the  Lee family. Alexander 's widow, Lesbia Spilman Alexander, c a r e f u l l y  
maintained Roxbury u n t i l  1960 when i t  was acquired by Ing le s ide  P lan ta t ion  
Nurser ies ,  Inc. Today i t  i s  maintained as  a  res idence  f o r  a  member of the  Flemer 
family,  p r o p r i e t o r s  of  t h e  nursery .  

CCL & MTP 



UTM References: 

A-1 8/32/700/4225130 ~.18/32J+790/~224970 

C-l8/32/530/L22/880 D-18/32~~60/422/990 

---.-A- 

r 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION @+ 




