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  NAME 
HISTORIC Sunny Bank 

AND/OR COMMON 

Sunny Bank 

 LOCATION .8 m i l e  WNW o f  Sou th  Garden; .7 m i l e  wes t  o f  S t a t e  Route 712; 1.3 
STREET~NUMBER ' m i l e s  idNW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Routes 712 and 631. 

-NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

S o u t h  Garden 2 VICINITV OF Seventh (J. Kenneth Robinson) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1  A l b e m a r l e  003 

 CLASSIFICATION - 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC   OCCUPIED 
[BUILDINGIS) ZPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

PRESENT USE 
ZAGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-1NDUSTRIbL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY - 
NAME Dr. Andrew D. H a r t  

STREET& NUMBER . . 
Sunnv Bank 

CITY.TOWN STATE ' 

Nor th  Garden - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  22959 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDSEIZ *lbemarle Count v Courthouse - 
STREET& NUMBER 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  V i r g i n i a  

REPXESENTAT~ON IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see cont inuat ion shee t  #I) 

TITLE 

(1) H i s t o r i c  Amer i can  B u i l d i n g s  Survey Inventory 
DATE 

OEPOYTO((Y FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS L ibrary o f  Congress 
CITY TOWN STATE - 

~ a s i l i ~ g r c m .  D. C. 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

 EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED . XUNALTEREO XORIGINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL,(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Sunny Bank i s  an imposing, Federal-period frame p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  v e r s i o n  
of  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Classicism. The main p a r t  of  t h e  facade i s  d iv ided  i n t o  seven bays wi th  
a  trio-level pedimented p o r t i c o  p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  c e n t e r  t h r e e  bays. The p o r t i c o  i s  
supported on s i x  columns ( four  across  t h e  f r o n t ,  two a g a i n s t  t h e  house), each turned 
from a s i n g l e  t r e e .  An e n t a b l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  pulv ina ted  f r i e z e  and a r c h i t r a v e  
a t  t h e  p o r t i c o ' s  second-f loor  l e v e l  causes the  columns t o  appear a s  one-story pos ts  on 
each l e v e l  r a t h e r  than continuous members. The pediment wi th  i t s  mod i l l i on  co rn ice  
and pulv ina ted  f r i e z e  fol lows c l a s s i c a l  propor t ions ,  but  t h e  turned columns, which 
appear more l i k e  l a r g e  b a l u s t e r s  than any element of c l a s s i c a l  d e r i v a t i o n ,  render  t h e  
p o r t i c o  a  dec idedly  p r o v i n c i a l  f l a v o r .  , . .  . . .  . ~ . 

. .  . . . .  ~ , . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 
As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  e a s t  and west wings were only  o n e s C o r y  high: t h e  house f o l -  
lowed t h e  P a l l a d i a n  format of  which t h e  Semple House i n  ~ i l 1 i a m s b u r g . i ~  t h e  prototype.  
The wings were r a i s e d  t o  t h e i r  p re sen t  h e i g h t  probably wi th in  twenty yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  
completion of  t h e  house. This suppos i t ion  is based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  house 
i s  covered wi th  uniform beaded weatherboarding of e a r l y  o r i g i n .  The mod i l l i on  co rn ices  
on t h e  wings may be t h e  o r i g i n a l s ,  moved t o  t h e i r  p re sen t  p o s i t i o n s  when t h e  wings were 
r a i s e d ,  a s  they  match those  on t h e  c e n t e r  s ec t ion .  The only  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e r i o r  
add i t ions  inc lude  one-story porches a t  e i t h e r  end of  t h e  e a s t  and west  wings. The 
porches were enclosed i n  r e c e n t  decades; the  west porch se rves  a s  t h e  k i t chen ,  and t h e  
e a s t  porch now c o n t a i n s  a  bathroom and smal l  bedroom. 

The windows throughout  t h e  house have uniform a r c h i t r a v e  trim and molded s i l l s .  The 
four-over-four  sa shes  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  windows probably d a t e  from t h e  t ime of 
t h e  wing enlargement.  Two appa ren t ly  o r i g i n a l  s ix-over-nine sashes  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  
second-f loor  windows of  t h e  r e a r  wing, sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s a shes  i n  t h e  some- 
what t a l l e r  windows i n  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  house had nine-over-nine panes. A l l  t h e  windows 
a r e  hung wi th  e a r l y  louvred s h u t t e r s .  The main doorway is composed of  a  p a i r  of  two- 
panel  doors wi th  a  semi -c i r cu la r  f a n l i g h t .  A s i m i l a r  doorway opens on to  t h e  upper l e v e l  
of t h e  po r t i co .  I n t e r i o r  end chimneys r i s e  behind t h e  pedimented gab les  o f  t h e  s i d e  
wings. The r e a r  wing i s  heated by an e x t e r i o r  end chimney wi th  a  s i n g l e  s e t  of weather- 
i ngs  near  t h e  top. The chimney, l i k e  t h e  b r i c k  foundat ions,  has been stuccoed.  

Sunny Bank's f i r s t - f l o o r  p lan  c o n s i s t s  of an en t r ance  h a l l  ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  
c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  l a r g e  p a r l o r  i n  t h e  wing behind. The f l ank ing  wings each con- 
t a i n  a  s i n g l e  room: t h e  d in ing  room i s  i n  t h e  west wing; a  bedroom i $  oppos i te .  The 
o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  room was i n  t h e  basement of  the  west wing, but  t h a t  a r e a  is now used 
f o r  s t o r a g e .  The s t a i r  r i s e s  from t h e  northwest  corner  of the  en t r ance  h a l l .  U p s t a i r s ,  
a  l a r g e  bedroom i s  l o c a t e d  i n  each of  t h e  f l ank ing  wings. The r e a r  wing i s  d iv ided  
i n t o  tv7o narrow bedrooms, each wi th  a  corner  f i r e p l a c e .  A sma l l  room, now a bathroom, 
is loca ted  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  u p s t a i r s  h a l l .  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r -  
boards and c h a i r  r a i l  of  t h e  second-f loor  h a l l  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  s t a i r  may have had a 
w e l l  open t o  t h e  second-f loor  c e i l i n g .  The s t a i r  i t s e l f  is  o r i g i n a l  and does not  seem 
t o  have been a l t e r e d ,  a l though i t  ascends somewhat awkwardly wi th  t reacherous  winders.  
It has heavy turned newel p o s t s  s i m i l a r  i n  c h a r a c t e r  t o  .the columns on t h e  po r t i co .  The 
b a l u s t e r s  (two t o  a  t r e a d )  a l s o  a r e  turned ,  and t h e  s t e p  ends a r e  ornamented wi th  
s c r o l l e d  b racke t s .  A wide, molded h a n d r a i l  connects  each newel. 

. . 
The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decora t ion  of  t h e  rooms shows a mixture  o f  o r i g i n a l  and Greek Revival 
d e t a i l s .  That i n  t h e  p a r l o r  c o n s i s t s  of  p l a i n  wainscot ing and a r a t h e r  heavy co rn ice  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #2) 
. . . . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Sunny Bank i s  a handsomely preserved Piedmont p l a n t a t i o n  with a  dwell ing house and out -  
bui ld ings  of cons iderable  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t .  Begun around 1797, t h e  house i s  an 
imposing,, if -.&~ht prov inc ia l ,  v e r s i o n  of t h e  Pal ladian  idiom introduced t o  t h e  r eg ion  
by Thomas Je f fe r son .  In i t s  o r i g i n a l  farm, p r i o r  t o  the  r a i s i n g  of t h e  wings t o  two 
f u l l  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  house followed t h e  gene ra l  format of t h e  e a r l y  phase of Mont ice l lo ,  
having a two-story c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  f ron ted  by a two-level p o r t i c o  and f lanked by one- 
s t o r y  wings. Also l i k e  Monticel lo,  t h e  house i s  s i t e d  a top  an eminence wi th  panoramic 
views of excep t iona l ly  scen ic  count rys ide  and mountains. The house and much o f  t h e  
p l a n t a t i o n ' s  o r i g i n a l  acreage remain i n  the  possession of descendents of Andrew Hart,  
t he  f i r s t  owner. 

The son of a  clergyman of Linl i thgow, Scotland,  Andrew Hart  came t o  V i r g i n i a  soon a f t e r  
the  Revolution. By 1797 he had acquired 700 ac res  of t h e  James P. Cocke e s t a t e  i n  t h e  
South Garden s e c t i o n  of Albemarle County and began t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of h i s  house soon 
t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  farming, Hart was engaged i n  mercan t i l e  a c t i v i t y ,  ope ra t -  
ing  a s t o r e  a t  Jumping H i l l  on t h e  o l d  road between Staunton and S c o t t s v i l l e .  Hart  
a l s o  was a c t i v e  i n  pub l i c  a f f a i r s ,  devoting much time t o  t h e  execut ion  of t r u s t s .  A t  
h i s  death i n  1832, Sunny Bank passed t o  h i s  second wife ,  E l i zabe th  Bickley Hart.  It 
then was i n h e r i t e d  by t h e i r  son,  William D. Har t ,  who i n  1877 l e f t  i t  t o  h i s  wi fe ,  
E l i zabe th  D. J. Hart.  The fami ly ' s  s ense  of attachment t o  the  proper ty  i s  evinced i n  
E l i zabe th  Har t ' s  w i l l  recorded i n  1885. I n  i t  she s t a t e s : " .  . . I g i v e  t o  my grandson 
Andrew D. Hart  my Sunny Bank farm. A s  t h i s  farm has been i n  t h e  fami ly  f o r  f o u r  gen- 
e r a t i o n s  it  i s  my wish t h a t  i t  s h a l l  cont inue  undivided i n  t h e  possess ion  of any one 
of h i s  ch i ld ren .  . . . I would p r e f e r  t h a t  he be c a l l e d  William D. o r  Andrew D. Hart,  
but I wish my grandson t o  use  h i s  b e s t  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  h i s  choice  and g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  one 
who w i l l  more n e a r l y  fo l low i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  of h i s  grandfather ."  Sunny Bank c u r r e n t l y  
i s  owned and occupied by Andrew D. Hart ,  great-grandson of E l i zabe th  D. J. Hart.  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRI?T ON 

The acreage  comprlslng t k e  Sunny Bank proper ty  i s  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a 
po in t  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than .4 mile west  northwest  of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Routes 
633 and 712; thence extending approximately 1600 f e e t  northwestward i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e ;  then curv ing  gene ra l ly  westward f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 1900 f e e t  t o  
the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of Southern Railroad t r a c k ;  then fol lowing 
the  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  s a i d  t r a c k  f o r  approximately 1600 f e e t ;  thence extending  approx- 
imate ly  1400 f e e t  southeastward i n a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  (See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  # 1 )  
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 FORM PREPARED BY ~. . . 
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V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  - 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s i o n  March, 1976 
STREET & N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3143 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  ' . 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 lPublic Law 89-6651.1 
herebynominate this property for in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 



Form No 10-300a 
lRev 10-74) 

U N I T E D  STATES D E P A R T h l E N T O F  T H E  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATPONAL REGISTER OF MS'TBRIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTI NUATION SHEET # 1 ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 1 

6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1968, '.I975 S t a t e  

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  

10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

then extending  approximately 1000 f e e t  n o r t h  northesstward i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  a d i r t  road o f f  S t a t e  Route 633; then extending  l e s s  than 
100 f e e t  sou th ,  fol lowing west  s i d e  of d i r t  road t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  S t a t e  
Route 633; then fol lowing nor th  s i d e  of s a i d  Route 633 t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

wi th  d e n t i l s .  The mantel i s  ornamented with somewhat crude Greek Doric co lone t t e s  
and has Greek Revival  moldings i n ' t h e  cornice  s h e l f ,  a l l  suggest ing t h a t  t h e  mantel 
is an e a r l y  replacement. The mantels i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  wing rooms, whi le  d i f f e r e n t  
from one another ,  d i sp lay  a more Georgian q u a l i t y  and probably a r e  o r i g i n a l .  Both, 
however, a r e  p r o v i n c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e i r  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  prototypes.  These 
rooms a l s o  have p l a i n  wainscoting and heavy cornices  but  wi th  no d e n t i l s .  The wood- 
work i n  the  second-floor  rooms of the  r e a r  wing is o r i g i n a l  and very  simple. That 
i n  the  second-floor rooms of t h e  s i d e  wings is Greek Revival,  f u r t h e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  l a t e r  o r i g i n  of t h e s e  rooms. A narrow, enclosed s t a i r  ascends from t h e  second- 
f l o o r  h a l l  t o  the  a t t i c .  

Sunny Bank i s  s e t  i n  excep t iona l ly  scen ic  r o l l i n g  count rys ide .  The house occupies 
a commanding p o s i t i o n  a t o p  a h i l l  wi th  grand views of surrounding f i e l d s ,  woods, and 
mountains. P r a c t i c a l l y  no o t h e r  houses a r e  i n  s i g h t .  I n  f r o n t  of the  house i s  a 
broad s lop ing  lawn planted  wi th  both deciduous and evergreen t r e e s .  On t h e  west s i d e  
of t h e  lawn i s  a small  one-story frame o f f i c e  wi th  an e x t e r i o r  end chimney, beaded 
weatherboarding, and a gab le  roof .  I n  an a r e a  t o  t h e  west of t h e  house is  a formal 
garden c o n s i s t i n g  of four  main squares bordered wi th  boxwood. Within each square 
a r e  concen t r i c  c i r c l e s  of beds. I n  the  cen te r  of t h e  garden is a handsome marble 
urn. Immediately t o  t h e  west of t h e  house is the  o l d  k i t chen  and laundry outbuilding.  
It i s  a one-story frame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a c e n t e r  chimney and modi l l ion  cornice.  To 
t h e  n o r t h  of t h a t  i s  a twelve-foot-square smokehouse. Other  outbui ld ings  include a 
log  shed and a more modern garage. Northeast of t h e  house, i n  a grove of evergreen 
t r e e s ,  i s  t h e  fami ly  graveyard. The house, grounds, and ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  a l l  main- 
t a ined  i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion .  




