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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Sunny Bank is an imposing, Federal-period frame plantation house in a provincial version
of Jeffersonian Classicism. The main part of the facade is divided into seven bays with
a two-level pedimented portico projecting from the center three bays. The portico is
supported on six columns (four across the front, two against the house), each turned
from a single tree. An entablature consisting of a pulvinated frieze and architrave
at the portico's second-floor level causes the columns to appear as one-story posts on
each level rather than continuous members. The pediment with its modillion cornice
and pulvinated friezé follows classicel proportions, but the turned ecolumns, which
appear more like large balusters than any element of clasgical derivation, render the
portico a decidedly prov1nc1&l flavor,
As originally built, the east and west wings were only one .story high: the house fol-
lowed the Palladian format of which the Semple House in Williamsburg .is the prototype.
The wings were raised to their present height .probably within twenty vears after the
completion of the house. This supposition is based on the fact that the entire house
is covered with uniform beaded weatherboarding of early origin. The modillion cornices
on the wings may be the originals, moved to their present positions when the wings were
raised, as they match those on the center section. The only other significant exterior
additions include one-story porches at either end of the east and west wings. The
porches were enclosed in recent decades; the west porch serves as the kitchen, and the
east porch now contains a bathroom and small bedroom, -

The windows throughout the house have uniform architrave trim and molded sills. The
four-over~four sashes in the majority of the windows probably date from the time of

the wing enlargement. Two apparently original six-over-nine sashes survive in the
second-floor windows of the rear wing, suggesting that the original sashes in the scme-
what taller windows in the rest of the house had nine-over-nine panes, All the windows
are hung with early louvred shutters. The main doorway is composed of a pair of two-
panel doors with a semi-circular fanlight, A similar doorway opens onto the upper level
of the portico. Interior end chimneys rise behind the pedimented gables of the side
wings. The rear wing is heated by an exterior end chimney with a single set of weather-
ings near the top. The chimney, like the brick foundations, has been stuccoed.

Sunny Bank's first-floor plan consists of an entrance hall across the front of the
center section with a large parlor in the wing behind., The flanking wings each con-~
tain a single room: the dining room is in the west wing; a bedroom ig opposite. The
original dining room was in the basement of the west wing, but that area is now used

for storage. The stair rises from the northwest corner of the entrance hall, Upstairs,
a large bedroom is located in each of the flanking wings. The rear wing is divided

into two narrow bedrooms, each with a cormer fireplace, A small room, now a bathroom,
is located in the southeast corner of the upstairs hall, Irregularities in the floor-
boards and chair rail of the second-floor hall suggest that the stair may have had a
well open to the second-floor ceiling. The stair itself is original and does not seem
‘to have been altered, although it ascends somewhat awkwardly with treacherous winders.
It has heavy turned newel posts similar in character to the columns on the portice. The
balusters (two to a tread) also are turned, and the step ends are ornamented with
scrolled brackets. A wide, molded handrail comnnects each newel,

The architectural decoration of the rooms shows a mixture of original and Greek Revival
details, That in the parlor consists of plain wainscoting and a rather heavy cornice
(See continuation sheet #2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sunny Bank is a handsomely preserved Pledmont plantation Wlth a dwelllng house and out-
buildings of considerable architectural interest, Begun around 1797, the house is an
imposing; if samewlat provincial, version of the Palladian idiom.introduced to the region
by Thomas Jefferson., In its original form, prior to the raising of the wings to two
full stories, the house followed the general format of the early phase of Monticello,
having a two-story center section fronted by a two-level portico and flanked by one-
story wings. Also like Monticello, the house is sited atop an eminence with panoramic
views of exceptionally scenic countryside and mountains. The house and much of the
plantation's original acreage remain in the possession of descendents of Andrew Hart,
the first owner,.

The son of a clergyman of Linlithgow, Scotland, Andrew Hart came to Virginia soon after
the Revolution. By 1797 he had acquired 700 acres of the James P. Cocke estate in the
South Garden section of Albemarle County and began the comstruction of his house soon
thereafter. In addition to his farming, Hart was engaged in mercantile activity, operat-
ing a store at Jumping Hill on the old road between Staunton and Scottsville. Hart
also was active in public affairs, devoting much time to the execution of trusts. At
his death in 1832, Sunny Bank passed to his second wife, Elizabeth Bickley Hart. It
then was inherited by their son, William D. Hart, who in 1877 left it to his wife,
Elizabeth D, J. Hart. The family's sense of attachment to the property is evinced in
Elizabeth Hart's will recorded in 1885, 1In it she states:'". . . L give to my grandson
Andrew D. Hart my Sunny Bank farm., As this farm has been in the family for four gen-
erations it is my wish that it shall continue undivided in the possession of any one

of his children. . . . I would prefer that he be called William D, or Andrew D, Hart,
but I wish my grandson to use his best discretion in his choice and give it to the ome
who will more nearly follow in the footsteps of his grandfather.'" Sunny Bank currently
is owned and occupied by Andrew D, Hart, great-grandson of Elizabeth D. J. Hart.
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The a%%:%iégg Comg;."’lsfrcl:g‘ Pg% Sunny Bank property is bounded by a line beginning at a

point a little less than .4 mile west northwest of the intersection of State Routes
633 and 712; thence extending approximately 1600 feet northwestward in a straight
line; then curving generally westward for a distance of approximately 1900 feet to
the intersection with the eastern side of Southern Railroad track; then following
the eastern side of said track for approximately 1600 feet; thence extending approx-
imately 1400 feet southeastward in a straight line; (See continuation shest # 1)
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VERBAL, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

then extending approximately 1000 feet north northeastward in a straight line
to intersection with a dirt road off State Route 633; then extending less than
100 feet south, following west side of dirt road to intersection with State
Route 633; then following north side of said Route 633 to point of origin.
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7. DESCRIPTION

with dentils. The mantel is ornamented with somewhat crude Greek Doric colonettes
‘and has Greek Revival moldings in'the cornice shelf, all suggesting that the mantel

is an early replacement. The mantels in the first-floor wing rooms, while different
from one another, display a more Georgian quality and probably are original. Both,
however, are provincial interpretations of their more sophisticated prototypes. These
rooms also have plain wainscoting and heavy cornices but with no dentils, The wood-
work in the second~floor rooms of the rear wing is original and very simple. That

in the second-floor rooms of the side wings is Greek Revival, further establishing

the later origin of these rooms, A narrow, enclosed stair ascends from the second-
floor hall to the attic.

Sunny Bank is set in exceptionally scenic rolling countryside. The house occupies

a commanding position atop a hill with grand views of surrounding fields, woods, and
mountains. Practically no other houses are in sight. In front of the house is a
broad sloping lawn planted with both deciducus and evergreen trees, On the west side
of the lawn is a small one-story frame office with an exterior end chimney, beaded
weatherboarding, and a gable roof. In an area to the west of the house is a formal
garden consisting of four main squares bordered with boxwood. Within each square

are concentric circles of beds. In the center of the garden is a handsome marble
urn. Immediately to the west of the house is the old kitchen and laundry outbuilding.
It is a one-story frame structure with a center chimney and modillion cornice. To
the north of that is a twelve-foot-square smokehouse. Other ocutbuildings include a
log shed and a more modern garage. Northeast of the house, in a grove of evergreen
trees, is the family graveyard. The house, grounds, and outbuildings are all main-
tained in excellent condition.

CL

| : GPO 892 455

T




SR L S E

AN

 USGS 7.5'
4f; Covesville, Va. 1667

' SUNNY BANK, ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VIRGINIA
/(Y UT Referencest: \
A - 17/707320/4195740
B « 17/707340 /54198950
C - 17/708160/41923910
D - 17/706140/119G690

~
F “a

(scale: 1:24000)




