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L. ~he M~in Buil~ing, the Me_chanicai Art·s Building and the 
!:Superintendent's House at the Miller School of Albemarle are 
I 

;the noteworthty examples of'High Victorian Gothic. The complex 
1o?cu~ies a hill surrounded by the rich ~ottom l_ands of Me chum's 
fC.Lver. · Farmhouses, cottages and a modern dormitory ar.e scattere 
10n the outskirts of the campus • 

I ~[.?"he E-nht.1pcd Main Buildin~ wan or:telntilly· uullt nn a 'T'; 
the north and south wingD completing the 'E'1 were added later. 
This building is two stories high with an English basement ano. 
a slate mansard roof. The walls are laid in unbonded brick with 
highlights pi_cked out in stone forming a constructional· or 
permanent bi chrome. A pointed_ segem~nta.lly arc.hed portico opens 
off the central pavilion on th~ west slde. The piers supporting 
the portico are bichrome and have pan~ls. A ~asette ·motir with 
boss appears in the spandrel above t·he arch. The do'orway under·' m 
the portico has a poinied segmental arch QV"er a large trarisom. 
Stone steps with low stone sides Tead to the north and south 
:doorways opening onto the first.floor. These doorways have wide 
!stone, lancet arches with a drips tone springing from brick 

m 

)Pilasters on stone bases. The 'windows in the stone ground level vi 

r1ave six..;.over-six wooden· sashes. The tall- narrow windows brl the -t 
recond floor have a stone dripstone and six~ove~-six a~shes with ~ 

.. 

~

ar~e lights. A stone· course surround"S the building at ·the sill 
evel of the window and at the bottom of the dripstone. A stone c 
elt course runs im.c11ediately above the windows. The second floo 0 

indows incorporate similar features, but are capped by a -=t 
~egmentally arched dripstone. In the projecting pavilions~ th~~ 
~re three lancet windows with dripstones on the second floor. Ini o 
~ach -of the ga~les. of the pavilioqs is a trefoil ,wind.o,w with a rd!,; 'ZOf' 
~hree. qua~refoil wJ.ndows opening 1nunediately below. The man~arct v,· f oof is pierced by steep gabled dormers w1 th lancet arched windm s. 

~
' The Main Building was design~d to hou~e most or the actitit ~i,· 

ther than.the Industrial Arts, carried out by ~he school, The 
ness hall on the first floor and, the chapel on the second occupy 
the main bar of the 'E'. In other sections of the building, 
l • 

high-ceilinged square rooms open off long halls with high ceilin s. 
~ ~iide stairway with symmetrically divided flights and elaborate Y 

t
carvcd and incised newels ascends at the juncture of t·he center 
'E 1 bar and the west section, and is ·11t by a skylight. A stair 
~1th an elaborate ne~el alsq ascend~·1n·eacH or·the w~ngs • 

• 

~ The mechanical Art~ Building, a rectangular brick building 
with ·st.one.highlights., has a tall clock tower with a steep pyram·da.l 
00£' on the southwest corner, and a low tower with a similar roo 

pn the other three ~orners. ~his building has been enlarged two 
~ays to thi east. The two-story structure has _a partial English 
Easement and a slate mansard roof. The doo~way in the tower has r rounded arch with four stone keystone elements and a triangula ly 
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0 Prehistoric 
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0 Art 

0- Commerce 
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{Jd f J-.,ri on_ 

0 En9ineerin(I 

O 1ndustry 

0 lnYention 

0 Loridscopo 

CJ -t..iteroture 

0 Military 

0 Music 

Cl 18th Cotnlury 

:JD lfrn Contury 

0 Polirkof 

0 Rcrlie,on/Phi-

loaophy 

0 Sc:i~nca 

0 Sculpture 

0 S·ociol/Hum11n• 

0 Theater 

CJ Utb6n Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

1-----------------------------..,-_;.------.....;...· ---t ·-
STATEMENT _.,, 'ltlNI FIC ANC·E 

Wh~n Samuel Miller died on March 27; iB6g~· be. left a w111-' '-

' . ' i 
. ' 

. wi tn a' large bequest that Wal? to:· fund •a -~chool in Albemarle 
County on the "Manual Labor Principl~w. This school was to be 
a charitable institution.to benefit the under"p:riyiJ.eged and 
eeonomii:ially deprived children of the county. Only· one or _ 
Miller's designat~d executors, N~·M. Page~ su~vited to bear 

t . ., . 

. t 

the burden of actminist~ring the estate of ne~rli two million 
dollar-s • . From thi.s, !•:11ler provided for his family, :t.e.ft 
$151·, 000 to the Lynchburg Female Orphan Asylum.,. $20,000 to the 
city of Lynchburg and the residue to found the Miller Manual 
Labor School of.Albemarle. The·establishment o:f this school - · 
had long been the dream of Samuel Miller, who himseif was born 
into poverty in Albemarle County. 

The work UDon the main building wa-s begun in 1874,, .althougi 
the school was riot incorporated by the General Assembly until 
1877. The west front section of the Main Building with the 
central wing wa~ completed in 1878, the south wing in 1881 and 

• 

. i 
j 

! 
t 
t 
r 
t 
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I 

I 
t the north in 1883,, all at the cost of $140,000. The architects 

we~e Captain Alberi M. Lybrqck and D. Wiley Anderson 6f Richmoni:· 
Thi-s building was and is the scene of all academic, l"esidential ·1 
·and religi·ous activ.ities. The machine shop .quilding was I ( 
completed in 1882 at the cost of $50J000 •. This building housed 1 
the forges, the mechanic shop, the metal and the woodworking shops. l 
These buildings and the superintendent's house were built in t·1e l 
popular High Victorian Gothic style, and are excellent examples I_ 

of this architectural mode. The first superintendent of the i 
school, G. E. Vawter, and the executor, Page, were instrumental • l,-· 

in having the construction of the buildings move on schedule-' 
·and the school begi;ri instruction. Vawter is largely respo_nsi.blS!: r 
for the early success or·the school in carrying out Miller's l 
tenets. f 

:The Miller School of Manual Labor admitted both male and 
fe~ale students until the early twenti~th century, after Which 
it was an institution for males only. The name was later 
changed to the Miller School of Albemarle. In the middle of 
the twentieth century it became a military school with a Defens.~ 
Department classification of "an honor school with distinction." 
The Miller School continues to pursue its founder's purpose in 
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1 ,:1•ched drip;;.tonp. Tall, narrow double hung wooden windows with 
lrour-ov0r-four sash and stone jack arches open on both the firGt 
la11d second levels of the west facade. The windows opening on the 
firGt floor on the sides of the building have segmental arches wit . 
. stone keystones. The second iloor windows have stone flat arches. 

!
Gabled dormers pierce the mansard roof. All of these windows have 

· six-over-six sash. A bell is visible throughout the rounded arche.· 
jot' the belfry atop the southwest tower. On the interior, this 

!
building retains the original drive shafts from which all the 
machinery was operated. A few drive belts continue to power 
certain tools still in use daily .. 

West of these principle school buildings stands the superinte
1

dent'; 
house. The brick ell-shaped building has an enclosed flat-roofed , [ 
porch tower; .the original tower roof has been removed. A mansard 

1 
1 

!roof is retained over the front of the house. A wide wooden corni e 
~urrounds ~he houss. A beli course of brick in a decorative patter1 
jelso encircles the building. A lancet arch forms the exterior 
~oorway in the porch tower leading to double doors with a. clover-
lleaf motif, bosses and large glass panels of patterned frosted 
!class. The first floor windows have flat afches, the second floori--
lsegmental, and the third story tower windows -- drop arches. All l 
~ave stone dripstones. A small terrace opens off the south window ' 
~n the east bay. A balcony opens ju~t ov~r the doorway in the por h 
1tower, and another over the bay window to the east. · 

The house has a central hall plan. with two rooms opening off 
it to the east and one to the west. The ell runs to the north. 
~ cl-osed string stair with an elaborately carved square newel and 
rurned balusters ascends in the cross hall at the rear of the 
fentral hall. The wainscoting in the rooms is composed of vertica 
poards between the molded baseboard and chair rail with rosettes. I 
~he doorways have molded trim with incised corner blopks and carved 
~intels. The soffits of the doorways are panelled; the.doors have 
{our panels and occasionally some incision at the top panel. The 
prch at the bottom of the stair has a geometrically patterned 
~creen. Window trim is similar to the doorway trim. Fireplaces 
~re elaborately decorated with cabinet mantels employing classical 
~evival columns, urns and swags, or incised and marblized spandrel, 
~artouches and pilasters. 
I 
I 
i 
I 

I 
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I ~·;~ching Industrial Artc;, although it also offers a college 
preparatory course. Most of the students presently mix the two 
courses of study gaining competence in both. And the school 
continues to offer a large number of scholarships to enable studerts 
to receive a private school education. 

Miller School was a pioneer in the use of electric lighting. 
As early a~ 1885, electricity was installed in the buildings and 
proved ''to be as cheap as kerosene, while it has banished lamp­
lighters, explosions, foul air and sore eyes." The school purcha,ed 
and installed for its electrical plant the second special type of 
generator for community lighting. This generator is now at the 
Ford Museu;a in Dearborn, Michigan. 

ion. 
The Miller School is significant as the pioneer of industria 

education in Virginia and in the South. At the time of its incep 
only the Massachussetts Institute of Technology and the Worchester 
County Free Institute, both in New England, were offering a smiliEr 
program of education. Neither of these emphasized the idea of ma1,ual 
labor, as Miller had wished, and as Vawter designed the school to 
have. Vawter created a unique educational facility on the basis 
that manual labor is honorable and rewarding. Miller graduates 
received exacting instruction in iron, metal and woodwording, and 
mechanics, and were soon in demand throughout the nation. The 
Miller school today continues to embody the same principles and 
practices established by its foundersr 

G.H . 
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1, View of Mechanical Arts Building from the west. 
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