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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Farmer House is a handsome, e a r l y  19th-century dweLling set i n  the  r o l l i n g  
farmlands of western Amelia County near  the  Nottoway and pr ince  Edward county l i n e s .  
A two-story, f ive-bay s t r u c t u r e  on a high Flemish-bond b r i c k  basement, t he  house has 
e x t e r i o r  end chimneys, a l s o  b u i l t  i n  Flemish bond, wi th  two sets o f  s tepped weatherings 
and f l a r e d  caps .  The windows have molded s i l l s  and 9 /9  sash  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  while  
6/6 s a s h  a r e  used on t h e  second f l o o r .  On t h e  f r o n t  (south) is an  o r i g i n a l  pedimented 
porch wi th  four  s l e n d e r  p i e r s ,  a round r a i l i n g ,  and a flush-boarded tympanum. Or ig ina l  
framing e x i s t s  f o r  an e l l i p t i c a l  vaul ted  porch c e i l i n g ,  but the  p l a s t e r  was never 
i n s t a l l e d ,  The whole is c l a d  wi th  beaded weatherboards and covered wi th  a gable  roof 
triuuned wi th  a p l a i n  box cornice .  Remnants of a b r i c k  ground g u t t e r  su rv ive .  

! The Farmer House has a s t andard  I-house plan wi th  a s i n g l e  room on  e i t h e r  s i d e  of I a c e n t r a l  s t a i r - p a s s a g e .  The'plan is unusual,  however, i n  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a1so .a  winder 

I .  s t a i r  i n  t h e  e a s t  room providing t h e  only access  t o  an e a s t  chamber which is completely 
separa ted  from t h e  o t h e r  second-floor  rooms. 

I 
I The house r e t a i n s  a l l  o f  i ts  o r i g i n a l  t r im.  Throughout t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  doors 

have s i x  recessed  panels  with panels of v e r t i c a l  reeding on t h e  r e v e r s e .  I n  t h e  e a s t  
chamber, f l u s h  wainscoting wi th  a reeded cap i s c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. The mantel 
c o n s i s t s  o f  symmetrical ly molded p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  bandh of 
v e r t i c a l  reeding recessed  w i t h i n  a panel,  a molded s h e l f ,  and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  wi th  
an e l l i p t i c a l  sunburs t .  

The passage con ta ins  the  open-s t r ing  s t a i r  f e a t u r i n g  a square  newel, t h r e e  square 
b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t r e a d ,  a round b a n i s t e r ,  and sawn brackets  wi th  gouged q u a r t e r  fans.  
Wainscoting s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  the  e a s t  room is used here.  

The l a r g e  west room is t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  i n  the  house. The mantel  has symmetri- 
c a l l y  molded p i l a s t e r s  wi th  unusual ly  t r e a t e d  v e r t i c a l  e l l i p s e s  on t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  w i th  a bulging e l l i p t i c a l  sunburs t  framed i n  a panel wi th  
corner  fans .  The s h e l f  has a punch-and-dentil molding, and t h e  su r round ,has  a d e l i c a t e  
gu i l loche  i n t e r l a c e .  There is a molded cornice ;  applied-mold, ra ised-panel  wain- 
s c o t i n g  wi th  a symmetrical ly molded cap; and a p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  border  wi th  quadrant 
corners .  

The second-floor  mantels a r e  p l a i n e r  with p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  reeded e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and t a b l e t s  and e l a b o r a t e l y  molded she lves .  The p i l a s t e r s  i n  t h e  west chamber 
a r e  f l u t e d ,  wh i l e  those  i n  the  e a s t  chamber a r e  syrmnetrically molded. The f r i e z e  is  t a l l e r  
i n  the  l a t t e r  chamber, t h e  s h e l f  has a d e n t i l  base molding, and t h e  mantel  has o r i g i n a l  
marbleizing.  

Two e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive .  A square  frame smokehouse w i t h  a gable roof s tands  
j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  house, whi le  s e v e r a l  hundred yards sou theas t  o f  the  house is a 
gable-end-opening barn. Both appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  
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J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES c a .  1820-25 BUlLOERlARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Farmer House i s  a l a r g e  frame I-house s e t  i n  the  r o l l i n g  farmlands of western 

Amelia County. B u i l t  ca .  1820-25, i t  is d i s t ingu i shed  f o r  its unusual plan varia-nt,  
handsome brickwork, e l a b o r a t e  t r im,  and remnants o f  o r i g i n a l  painted decora t ion .  

Charles Farmer f i r s t  purchased land i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  1807, wheh he bought 233 ac res  
from John and Pol ly  W .  Mottley. Eleven years  l a t e r  he increased h i s  holding t o  366 
ac res ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  more Mott ley lands .  

The f i r s t  land t a x  books t o  l ist  bui ld ings  s e p a r a t e l y ,  those f o r  1820, charge 
Farmer w i t h  $1300 worth of bu i ld ings .  The next  y e a r ,  t h e  va lua t io?  was increased t o  
$1700 wi th  the  n o t a t i o n  "New bu i ld ing  added". This sum seems too  smal l  an amount t o  
account f o r  the  present  house. A t  Char les  Farmer's death i n  1822, the  property was 
bequeathed t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Nelson, of Ches te r f i e ld  County, and t h a t  year  s bui ld ings  
va lue  inc rease  t o  $2500 is unannotated. Nelson obviously continued t o  develop the  
holding,  and it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  u l t i m a t e  inc rease  t o  $3000 by 1825 does account f o r  
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  present  house and outbui ld ings .  A t  any r a t e ,  t h e r e  was no 
f u r t h e r  change i n  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  property during Nelson Farmer's tenure.  

The Farmers b u i l t  an I-house, a  two-story,  center-passage,  s i n g l e - p i l e  dwelling. 
The I-house appeared i n  l a r g e  numbers i n  t h e  Vi rg in ia  count rys ide  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  
of the  19 th  century ,  r e f l e c t i n g  both t h e  h igher  expecta t ions  and the  expanded economic 
power of comfortably s i t u a t e d  (but no t  wealthy) p l a n t e r s  of Middle V i r g i n i a  i n  the  
opening years  of t h e  1 9 t h  century .  A product of t h e  adoption i n t o  t r a d i t i o n  of 18th- 
century  ideas  of house planning and morphology, I-houses spread  sou th  and west from 
Vi rg in ia  and t h e  Middle A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  and c o n s t i t u t e  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  m a t e r i a l  f o l k  c u l t u r e  of the  t-liddle West. The Farmer House is an  
unusual v a r i a n t  i n  i ts  use of a  second s t a i r  t o  a  s e p a r a t e  second-floor  chamber, an 
i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n  of an  o therwise  s t andard  house plan.  

I n  1847 Nelson Farmer w i l l e d  t o  h i s  son, Charles W., a l l  of t h e  property with t h e  
except ion  of a  m i l l  and a c o t t o n  g in ,  l e f t  t o  both Charles  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  Mary, t o  
share .  Farmers owned t h e  house u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  when i t  was purchased by Richard J. Aubry. 
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po in t  a t  the  edge of t h e  t r e e  l i n e  approxixa te ly  550' ENE of the  house; thence-extending 
approximately 700' SSW, c ross ing  f i e l d  and e n t e r i n g  wooded a r e a ;  thence  extending 
approximately 850'  WNW, c r o s s i n g  open i r e a ,  d r i v e ,  and e n t e r i n g  wooded a r e a ;  thence 
extending approximately 700' NNE, ac ross  open a rea  t o  E edge of  wooded a r e a ;  thence 
extending a p p r o x i m t e l y  800'  ESE a c r o s s  f i e l d  t o  po in t  of  o r i g i n .  
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