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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED KUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
I The Henry M i l l e r  House, a  l a r g e  s tone  and b r i ck  bui ld ing  s e t  on a  r i s e  i n  the  

r o l l i n g  farmland of no r the rn  Augusta County, was b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e  1 8 t h  century by 
ironmaster Henry M i l l e r  and added t o  i n  t h e  mid-19th century.  

The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  house is a  two-story, coursed-rubble s t o n e  block wi th  
an a s h l a r  facade,  which c o n s i s t s  of a  square,  four-bay, double-pi le  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  ' three-bay, s i n g l e - p i l e  wing a t tached i n  such a  way a s  t o  present  an unbroken seven-bay 
facade t o  the  road. This e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  has a  gable roof on t h e  double-p i le  end, while  
t h e  wing, formerly gabled a s  w e l l ,  is  now joined t o  t h e  19 th -cen tu ry811  wi th  a  hipped 

, roof .  There is  a  s t o n e  i n t e r i o r  end chimney a t  e i t h e r  end of the  house. Almost a l l  of 

( t h e  windows have o r i g i n a l  o r  e a r l y  9 /6  sash  except f o r  t h e  a t t i c  windows, which have 616 
sash ,  and t h e  windows a t  t h e  west end of the  s i n g l e - p i l e  wing, which have l a r g e  6/6 sash  
t h a t  were i n s t a l l e d  when the  e l l  was b u i l t .  P l a i n  s tone  jack arches  a r e  used over  a l l  I of t h e  windows i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house; s e v e r a l  of those  windows have o r i g i n a l  louvred 
b l inds  hung on s t r a p  hinges. An e a r l y  one-story porch supported on s i x  squat,masonry 
Tuscan columns s t r e t c h e s  t h e  length  of the  facade. 

The house is  s e t  on i ts  kno l l  i n  such a  way a s  t o  provide grade e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
1 basement. Consequently the  b r i c k  e l l ,  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond, is t h r e e  f u l l  

s t o r i e s  from t h e  basement f l o o r  t o  t h e  eaves and has i t s  p r i n c i p a l  e n t r y  a t  basement 
l e v e l .  The e n t r y  is  s h e l t e r e d  by a  porch supported on four  a t t enua ted  recessed-panel  
Tuscan p ie r s .  Covering the  e l l  is  a  gable roof ,  and t h e r e  a r e  two i n t e r i o r  chimneys, 
one on t h e  end and one n e a r  t h e  cen te r .  

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of the  M i l l e r  House has a  s ide-passage p lan  wi th  corner  f i r e -  
places i n  t h e  main block and a  s i n g l e  room i n  the  wing. Edward Chappell has argued 
convincingly t h a t  the  passage, which occupies ha l f  of the  a rea  of the  main block, be- 
t r ays  the  house a s  an  malgamation of Engl ish  Georgian ideas with the  t r a d i t i o n a l  d German Flurkuchenhaus. I n  t h i s  view, the  present  passage replaces  t h e  German u, 
a  k i t chen  which a l s o  served a s  the  p r i n c i p a l  family ga ther ing  place.  

The e l l  is  d iv ided i n t o  two rooms--a smal l ,  narrow one s i t u a t e d  behind a  l a r g e r  
one and separa ted  from i t  by an in tervening s t a i r  t o  the  basement. 

The basement c o n s i s t s  o f  f in i shed  rooms under t h e  o r i g i n a l  wing and under the  e l l ,  
which conta ins  the  19th-century  k i t chen .  The l a t t e r  has a  subter ranean d a i r y .  D i r t -  
f loored  s t o r a g e  b ins  occupy t h e  space under the  main block of the  o r i g i n a l  house. 

Most of the  su rv iv ing  decora t ion  i n  the  M i l l e r  House i s  confined t o  t h e  main bloclc 
o f  the  o r i g i n a l  house, wi th  the  exception o: a  mantel i n  the  wing. The l a t t e r  c o n s i s t s  
of an a r c h i t r a v e  surround wi th  a  ra ised-panel  f r i e z e  conta in ing  t h r e e  brackets  support-  
ing a  p l a i n  s h e l f .  

The f r o n t  l e f t  (no r theas t )  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  has a  paneled chimney piece wi th  
a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  r ec tangu la r  panel over  a  long narrow one. Flanking the  chimney piece is 
a  composition c o n s i s t i n g  of a  t a l l  panel over  a  s h o r t  one extending from t h e  baseboard 
t o  the  cornice .  There is  no e a r l y  decora t ion  i n  the  southeas t  room. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

., . 
The Henry M i l l e r  House in: nor thern  Augusta County is a r a r e  and c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t e d  

example of a l a r g e ,  l a t e  18th-century Shenandoah Valley residence.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  
age,  e x c e l l e n t  masonry, and handsome decorat ion,  the' house is s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i ts  r e -  
f l e c t i o n  of the  process of a c c u l t u r a t i o n  of German bui ld ing  p r a c t i c e s  t o  thepredqmi -  
n a n t l y  English c u l t u r e  of Vi rg in ia .  The house was b u i l t  by Henry M i l l e r  (d. 1796), an 
important f i g u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y  of western Vi rg in ia  and t h e  founder of 
t h e  Mossy Creek i r o n  furnace.  

The Mossy Creek furnace produced i r o n  ba r  , s t o v e s ,  k e t t l e s ,  cookirig po t s ,  axes ,  
I /  
! 

picks and, during t h e  Revolution, cannons, cannonballs and small  anas.  The bus iness  
soon prospered, and i n  1778 PI i l le r  bought ou t  h i s  pa r tne r ,  who had never  l e f t  
Pennsylvania, f o r  15,000 pounds Pennsylvania currency. For the  remainder of h i s  l i f e ,  ! 
Pl i l l e r  continued t o  add t o  h i s  holdings which included a home t r a c t  even tua l ly  t o t a l -  ; j ing 1150 acres .  I i 

I 

I 
I I 
I 

1 :  

I n  pa r tne r sh ip  wi th  Mark Bird, a fe l low na t ive  of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
Mi l l e r  purchased 212 ac res  of land on Mossy Creek from Adam Stephen of Berkeley County 
(now West V i r g i n i a )  i n  1774. Severa l  months l a t e r  Mi l l e r  and Bird en te red  i n t o  a 
pa r tne r sh ip  agreement f o r  "ca r ry ingon  the  a c t  mis terey  and bus iness  of I r o n  Masters." 

Both a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence and l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  suggest  t h a t  M i l l e r  b u i l t  h i s  s tone  / /  
house i n  the  mid-178Cs. The three-room, s ide-passage p l a n  of t h e  main block,  a s  Edward i !  

1 ! I  Chappell has shown , r e f l e c t s  the  adap ta t ion  of t h e  Continental  three-room house model t o  
! 

an English Georgian p lan  common elsewhere i n  Virg in ia .  Cer t a in ly  o t h e r  a spec t s  of the  
house suppor t  t h i s  content ion .  The four-bay facade of t h e  main block,  t h e  m u l t i p l e  1 1  
e x t e r i o r  ent rances  on s e v e r a l  l e v e l s ,  and t h e  a t t i c  s t a i r  t o  the  a u x i l i a r y s t o r a g e  space / 
above t h e  c o l l a r s  a l l  resemble Cont inenta l  p rac t i ces  more than Engl ish  t r a d i t i o n s .  This i i  
Germanic use of the  voluminous house space f o r  s to rage  and work a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  " l iv ing"  ;I 
continued t o  a f f e c t  the  bu i lde r s  of the  mid-19th-century e l l ,  who u t i l i z e d  two e n t r y  1 ;  
l e v e l s  and a subter ranean d a i r y  the re .  . I  / 

i / 

I - 
I 

M i l l e r  d ied  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1796, and h i s  widow and s i x  c h i l d r e n  d iv ided t h e  e s t a t e .  1 
To h i s  son  Samuel was delegated the  management of the  ironworks, a t  "a reasonable  salary: '  1 i 
on behalf of a l l  of t h e  h e i r s .  By 1814 Samuel H i l l e r  was s o l e  owner of t h e  home t r a c t  1 . 
(valued a t  $15,000 i n  1820) and t h e  ironworks. I I 

i 
! 

Samuel M i l l e r  d ied  i n  1836, and h i s  h e i r s  so ld  f i v e  t r a c t s  of h i s  land,  including 1 
t he  1150 ac res  and the  ironworks, t o  Henry Keneagy of Augusta County. I n  1838 Keneagy I 
i n  tu rn  conveyed the  property t o  h i s  f a the r ,  John Keneagy, a r e s i d e n t  o f  1,ancaster County, 1 Pennsylvania, who gave t h e  e n t i r e  holding to h i s  daughter and son-in-law, El izabeth  and 

I 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  8 1 )  iJ  I I 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTlON 
Beginning a t  a polnt  200 N of S t a t e  Route 42, 750' ENE of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  
Routes 747 and 42, and 4000' WSW of Long Glade Creek; thence extending 650' E; , 
thence extending 600' d i r e c t l y  S ac ross  S t a t e  Route 42; thence extending 650' W t o  E 
s i d e  of s a i d  route ;  thence extending N 600' along s a i d  s i d e  of s a i d  r o u t e  and ac ross  
s a i d  rou te  t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  
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Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission February 1978 
9 T n F F T &  N I I M R E I I  TELEPHONE - . . , - . - . . - . . - -, . - - 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 + 

E S T A T E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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As the designated State H~storlc Preservatlon Offlcer for the Natlonal Hlstorlc Preservatlon Act of 1966 lPubllc Law 89-665) 1 
hereby nornlnate thls property for ~ncluslon !n the Nattonal Reglster and certlty that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and pro~-7@ Park S e ~ i c e .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The ene rge t i c ,  s ing le - run  s t a i r  i n  the  passage has a  c losed  s t r i n g ,  molded 
b a n i s t e r ,  and urn-shaped newel and b a l u s t e r s .  The b a n i s t e r  and newel a r e  echoed i n  
the  c h a i r  r a i l  which i s  c a r r i e d  u p s t a i r s .  

I n  t h e  second-floor  n o r t h e a s t  room is a  chimney piece s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  the  room 
below it.  Remaining i n  t h e  f i l l e d - i n  f i r e p l a c e  is  a n  e a r l y  19th-century c a s t - i r o n  
s tove  which was probably made a t  H i l l e r ' s  Flossy Creek i ron  furnace. An o r i g i n a l  un- 
supported molded s h e l f  su rv ives  i n  the  sou theas t  room on t h i s  f l o o r .  

The l a r g e  open a t t i c  o f  the  main block conta ins  a  s t a i r  leading up t o  the  c o l l a r  
beams, a  common f e a t u r e  i n  Cont inenta l  houses. This s t a i r  gave access  t o  an upper 
s t o r a g e  l e v e l  c r e a t e d ,  when t h e  demand f o r  space was g r e a t e s t ,  by l ay ing  loose boards 
across  the  c o l l a r s .  

One of the  two remaining outbui ld ings  is  a  two-story, one-ce l l  rubb le  s tone  k i t c h e n  
of unce r t a in  age, l oca ted  behind the  house. It has a  b r i c k  chimney and has been heav i ly  
a l t e r e d .  The two*story, three-bay,  s i n g l e - c e l l  springhouse across  t h e  road has a l s o  
su f fe red  a l t e r a t i o n s .  It has been r a i s e d  i n  height  s e v e r a l  times t o  accommodate changes 
i n  the  road grade.  An o f f i c e  o r  b the r  heated f a c i l i t y  occupied t h e  upper s t o r y ,  
access ib le  a t  grade from t h e  road,  and the  springhouse f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n  the  ground 
s t o r y ,  s e t  one o r  two s t e p s  below the  r e a r  grade. 

Other bui ld ings  on t h e  proper ty  loca ted  wi th in  t h e  a rea  being nominated inc lude  
a  l a t e  19th-century frame bank barn complex and a  modern concrete-block buggy shed next 
t o  the  house. 

l ~ & d a r d  A, Chappell ,  Jr . ,  "Cultural  Change i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley: Northern 
Augusta County Houses Before 1861" (Master 's t h e s i s ,  Univers i ty  of Vi rg in ia , l977) .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 1 ,' 

Daniel F6r re r  (d. 1868) o f  Page County. They apparen t ly  operated the  manufactory u n t i l  
t he  time of the  C i v i l  War. i 

I 
The present  owners o f  the  Henry M i l l e r  House a r e  Plr. and Mrs. Wayne S. Eberly,  who 

have owned i t  approximately one and one-half years .  

1 
Edward A .  Chappell,  Jr., "Cultural  Change i n  the  Shenandoah Valley: Northern 
Augusta County Houses Before 1861" (Nas te r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Un ive r s i ty  of Vi rg in ia , l977> .  
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