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Elk H i l l ,  named for  Elk Creek which runs through the property, was 
b u i l t  circa 1797 by Waddy Cobb who married Margaret Gualkins. The north 
wing, with i ts  more elaborate a r ch i t ec tu ra l  treatment, appears to  have been 
constructed somewhat l a t e r  than the cen t r a l  block. The south-wing kitchen 
and service  area was added s t i l l  l a t e r  by the Nelson family, presumably i n  
the l a t e  nineteenth o r  ear ly  twentieth century. Originally frame, t h i s  
wing was bricked i n  1928 when the Hodges family had Elk H i l l  restored by the 
a r ch i t ec t  Preston Craighi l l .  It was a l so  a t  t ha t  time tha t  the porches 
were redone, i n  a s t y l e  reminiscent of Balt.imore8s Homewood, and dormers 
were added t o  the wings. 

Brick f o r  the cen t r a l  sect ion and north wing i s  sa id  t o  have been 
f i r ed  on the place with c lay taken from the f ron t  f i e ld .  The brick was 
then l a id  i n  Flemish bond. %in brick ex te r ior  chimneys on the south end 
service  the main block. These two chimneys a r e  shouldered only a t  the 
second s tory  f l u e  leve l  while the north wing chimney is shouldered a t  both 
the f i r s t  and a t t i c  levels .  Above a l l  of the doors and windows a r e  f l a t  

cornice l i e s  beneath the s l a t e  roofs of the wing and cen te r  block. 

way, which leads to  the a t t i c ,  has an enclosed storage area beneath it. 

have unpaneled wainscoting with molded handrails  and baseboards. The 
l i b ra ry  (southeast room of the main block) has a f i ne  mantel with reeded 

and metopes with ra ised carvings. Although the glazed doors of the 
l i b r a r y ' s  press were removed about 1960, the shelves, a s  well  a s  the under- 
cabinet,  remain. The mantelpiece i n  the dining room (southwest room of the 
main block) is very s imi la r  to  the one i n  the l i b ra ry  except t ha t  i t  has a 
p la in  f r i eze  and no cen t r a l  panel. 

The mantel of the north-wing par lor  i s  somewhat d i f f e r en t  from the 
two other downstairs mantels. I t s  p i l a s t e r s  have a punch-and-gouge motif 
with a ~ a n t h u s  leaves above and i t s  cen t r a l  panel has a handled urn. Its 
f r i eze ,  bedecked with bowed festoons, i s  a pa r t i cu l a r ly  handsome one. 
Originally,  only i n  t h i s  room was there a broken pediment or  an ogee pulvi- 
nated f r i eze  above the c ros se t t e  doorway, but i n  1928 others were added 

main downstairs rooms. . During t h  
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New wide-board oak f l o o r i n g  was a l s o  put  over  the  o ld  p ine  f l o o r s  and very  
extens ive  changes were made i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  rooms. 

North o f  the  house s t ands  a smal l ,  handsome b r i c k  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. It was i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  t h a t  one of t h e  D r .  Nelsons 
dropped dead whi le  a t t empt ing  t o  e x t r a c t  an  obs t reperous  tooth .  Not f a r  
from the  o f f i c e  s t ands  s t o n e  from the  o ld  mounting block.  Behind t h e  o f f i c e  
once stood a row of n i n e  log  cabins  f o r  the  s l a v e s ,  but  none of these  cab ins  
remains. To the  sou th  of the  house a r e  s e v e r a l  important  ou tbu i ld ings .  The 
weatherboarded cook's house and storeroom s t i l l  has openings pa in ted  b lue  t o  
ward o f f  ghosts .  I t s  west w a l l  has one glazed opening f lanked by two 
openings wi th  s t a t i o n a r y  louvers .  On t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the  e a s t  door o f  the  
n o r t h  facade,  t h e r e  remains a n  o ld  wooden and i r o n  lock  on a b a t t e n  door with 
r a t - t a i l  s t r a p  hinges.  Next t o  the  cook's  house i s  a r e b u i l t  v e r s i o n  of the  
o ld  k i t chen  which w a s  razed and recons t ruc ted  i n  1940. This new bui ld ing ,  
used a s  a guesthouse,  r e t a i n s  the  gene ra l  shape of the  o ld  k i t chen  (except  
f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a wing), similar board-and-batten shea th ing ,  louvered 
v e n t i l a t i o n  s l i t s  i n  t h e  gables ,  and the  o r i g i n a l  chimney. Near the  o ld  
chimney once s tood a wooden c i s t e r n  which has s i n c e  been moved t o  a working 
a r e a  of t h e  orchard.  I t  is now l idded and the  suppor ts  have been consid-  
e rab ly  lowered. To the  sou theas t  s t ands  t h e  o ld  l a t t i c e  wellhouse;  however, 
t he  dug w e l l ,  which is s a i d  t o  have had f i n e  stonework, was f i l l e d  i n  about  
1934. S t i l l  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  sou theas t  s t ands  a n  icehouse wi th  v e r t i c a l  
board w a l l s ,  only  a few f e e t  h igh ,  suppor t ing  a gable  roof wi th  wooden 
sh ing les .  For tunate ly ,  t h i s  icehouse has n o t  been f i l l e d  i n  except  f o r  a 
small  amount o f  d e b r i s .  Its dug-out a r e a  i s  l i n e d  wi th  v e r t i c a l  logs  whi le  
o t h e r  logs  set a g a i n s t  them d iagona l ly  provide some support .  The o l d  t r a p  
door w i t h  i ts  i r o n  l i f t i n g  r i n g  is a l s o  s t i l l  i n  place.  
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Elk H i l l  i s  a f ine  piedmont Federal plantat ion house with many remain- I 
ing outbuildings of i n t e r e s t .  Along with nearby Fancy Farm and Three 
Ot te rs ,  Elk Hillstands a s  evidence of the high degree of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  
sophis t icat ion achieved i n  the ear ly  years of Bedford County's history.  
The house i s  especial ly  noted for i t s  f i ne  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, the handsome 
proportions of i ts  or ig ina l  sect ion,  and i ts  unusual carved keystones. 
Although the house has evolved to  i t s  present appearance, with handsome 
additions made by various owners, the main sect ion is notable for  the large 
amount of o r ig ina l  fabr ic  i t  re ta ins .  I n  addi t ion,  i t  is an important 
par t  of the scenic and a rch i tec tura l ly  r i ch  St.  Stephen's Road community, 

a r u r a l  cornunity with an especial ly  handsome backdrop formed by the 
Blue Ridge mountains. 

Elk c ill's t i e s  t o  St .  Stephen's Church a r e  h i s t o r i c  a s  well  a s  
geographic, f o r  the plantat ion house was b u i l t  about 1797 by Waddy Cobb, a 
brother of the f i r s t  rector  of St .  Stephen's. I n  1836 Waddy Cobb conveyed 
t o  h i s  daughter Sarah Lewis Cobb and her husband John Alexander, the plan- 
t a t i o n  of Elk H i l l  along with household and kitchen furn i ture ,  stock and 
plantat ion too ls ,  a phaeton, f ive  negro men slaves and one woman with a 
family of children.  

Later the Nelsons l ived for  three generations a t  Elk H i l l  and supplied 
the area with prominent physicians - D r .  Hugh Nelson, three sons and a 
grandson. D r .  Thomas Hugh Nelson was the great-grandson of Brigadier 
General Thomas Nelson, Jr., Governor of Virginia during the s iege of York- 
town and a s igner  of the Declaration of Independence. Thomas Nelson Page 
and M r s .  C. J. M. Jordan wrote poems and shor t  southern s t o r i e s  while 
v i s i t i n g  a t  Elk H i l l .  In  the  1930's Robert Frost  spent a week a t  the 
farm with the Hodges family which had acquired the property i n  1928 a f t e r  
it had been owned about f i f t e e n  years by -.James Owen Watts. Elk H i l l  
is s t i l l  owned by M r .  and M r s .  James Barnett Hodges. 
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