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Rothsay, Bedford County, Virginia

NARRATIVE DESCRJPTION
Summary Description
Rothsay is a two-story house located in the rolling farmland of northeastern Bedford County,
Virginia, near the community of Forest.' Built in 1914 and modified in 1918, the house has
attributes of the Georgan Revival and Craftsman styles. The main features of the southwardfacing house are its simple rectangular massing, its slate hip roof. an American bond brick first
story and a wood shingle-sheathed frame second story, one-story front and side porches, and a
1918 rear addition. The dimensions of the house are approximately 55' by 37'. Surrounding
the house are landscaped grounds that include a garden terrace, a combinaaon dovecotelgarden
seat, a pump house, a curving front drive with entry pillars. and several small auxiliary
structures. Rothsay fronts on U. S. Route 221; behind the house are early-twentieth-century
farm buildings and a prospect of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Resource Count
Contributing resources (with date and resource type) in the nominated area include:
1. Mainhouse(1914, 1918)Q~uilding).
2. Front drive (1914) (structure).
3.-6. Gate posts (1934) (four objects).
7. Garden terrace (1918) (site).
3. novecotelgarden seat (19 18) (structure).
9. Pump house (1914) (structure).
10. Smoke house (1915) (structure).
11. Brooder house (1920s) (structure).
Noncontributing resources in the nominated area include:
12. Tenant house (mid- to late 19th century) (building).
13. Farm pond (mid-twentieth century) (site).

House: Exterior
As noted in the summary, Rothsay is a two-story house with rectangular massing, a brick first
story, and a wood shingle-sheathed second story. Most of the bricks of the first story and the
foundation beneath it were salvaged from an earlier house on the property that burned in 1912.
The wood shingles that sheath the second story are straight-edged and are attached so as to form
even horizontal bands. The brickwork and wood shingles were painted white in 1936. The slate
shingles that sheath the hip roof are straight-edged. Rising from the roof at the ridge and at
various points around the perimeter are brick chimney stacks.
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The house has a symmetrical front facade with two windows to either side of the centered main
entry on the first story and six windows in three pairs on the second story. The six-over-one
sash windows have louvered wooden shutters painted Essex green. The main entry has a
transom, sidelights, and a surround of fluted Doric round pilasters. Sheltering the main entry
is a broad, one-story, one-bay porch supported by a set of three Doric columns at each comer.
In the porch entablature are a dentil molding and triglyphs with guttae positioned over each of
the columns. Where the porch joins the house wall are fluted Doric pilasters. Hanging from
the beaded tongue-and-groove-sheathed porch ceiling is a Craftsman-style electric lamp. On the
west elevation of the house is an open porch with a Chinese Chippendale railing but otherwise
with detailing matching that of the front porch. On the east elevation, balancing the porch on
the west elevation, is a sun room with windows and French doors interspersed with square wood
columns. The front and west side porches originally had hip roofs with slate roofing which was
replaced with copper roofing in 1989-90. The hip roof of the east porch retains early standingseam metal roofing.
The front section of the house dates to 1914. In 1918 two two-story hip-roofed wings were
added to the rear. Flanked by the wings is a two-story section with a low-pitched shed roof and
a glassed-in sleeping porch on the second story. The two wings and the central section are
detailed similarly to the original section of the house, with a brick first story and a woodshingled second story. Across the back of these early additions is a one-story, hip-roofed porch
with an enclosed end bay. This porch and an exterior stair descending from it have Chinese
Chippendale railings.
House: Interior
The interior of Rothsay is relatively plainly detailed and, like the exterior, is characterized by
Georgian Revival and Craftsman styling. The walls and ceilings have plaster finishes, the door
and window openings have plain wooden trim, the floors are oak, and the baseboards are
molded. The first story of the original front section of the house is divided into three rooms.
The middle room is the entry hall, which contains a fireplace and a stair to the second story.
The fireplace has a bracketed mantel with paneled pilasters and frieze and a fireplace surround
and hearth formed of glazed brown tiles. The stair rises at the back of the hall and has square
newels, turned balusters, and brackets at the ends of the treads. Rising with the stair is a paneled
wainscot. Under the stair is an arched passageway that leads to the back rooms of the first story.
The east first-story room is the living room, which has a bracketed mantel (similar to the one
in the entry hall) and a paneled cherry wainscot. The fmplace in the living room has an unusual
hemioctagonal fire box. The west first-story room is the dining room, distinguished by a
shoulder-height paneled cheny wainscot and plate rail. The high wainscot and the simply
detailed stained mantel of the dining room are the salient Craftsman-style features on the interior
of the house. The back rooms of the first story (in the 1918 addition) contain the kitchen and
other auxiliary spaces and a bedroom. The plainly detailed second story contains bedrooms and
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a maid's room with a separate stair to the kitchen below. In the basement are a coal room, a
brick bin which served as an ash pit for a cook stove in the kitchen above, and a large cylindrical
metal water tank measuring approximately 25' in length and 4-112' in diameter.' Rothsay was
originally lit by carbide lights supplied by a carbide tank in the yard.
Rothsay was remodeled in 1989-90 according to designs prepared by Fauber Architects, P. C.
Alterations to the exterior were limited to the addition of a bay window on the west elevation,
the conversion of one of the windows between the dining room and west porch into a French
door, and the replacement of leak-prone slate roof shingles on the front and west porches with
copper rooting. Also, the back porch was returned to its original open configuration and a
railing and exterior stair added. On the interior, the kitchen was modernized and the pantry
between the lutchen and dining room was converted into a breakfast room. The historic exterior
and interior of the house were preserved intact.
Auxiliary Structures and Landscape Features
The grounds at Rothsay bear the imprint of several design professionals working during the years
1914 to 1934. Leading up to the house from U. S. Route 221 is a curving drive that encloses
a semicircular lawn shaded by mature white oaks, red oaks, black oaks, tulip poplars, black
walnuts, and white pines (some of these trees may have been associated with the earlier house
on the site). Flanking the two entrances to the drive are brick gate posts built in 1934 and
bearing plaques inscribed with the name "ROTHSAY."3 The curving drive was laid out in
1914.
Extending from the west side of the house is a garden terrace with an integral dovecotelgarden
seat, both built in 1918. The brick-paved terrace is planted with rows of boxwoods and contains
a circular lily pond. At the west end of the temce is a brick wall incorporating a dovecote and
a brick bench. The dovecote is in the form of a small turret with a slate pyramidal roof and
arched portals. Flanking the dovecote and running along the top of the wall is a coping of slate
shingles. The garden terrace affords a panoramic view of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
north. Near the southwest comer of the garden terrace is a frame pump house dating to about
1914. The pump house has a poured concrete foundation that rises approximately 3' above
grade, recently-painted wood shingle sheathing from the top of the foundation to the eaves, and
a slate hip roof. The north end of the pump house is a porch that has openings with inwardsloping sides. Inside the pump house is a "Myers Working Head" pump bearing the date 1910.
In the utilitarian back yard is a frame smokehouse dating to about 1914. The smokehouse is
covered in weatherboards painted white and has a poured concrete foundation and a standingseam metal-sheathed gable roof. Also in the back yard are a small vextical-board-sided frame
brooder house (probably dating to the 1910s or 1920s). Off the east end of the main house is
a grove of mature Norway spruce. To the west of the house near the west property line is a log
house dating to the mid- to late nineteenth century that was used as a tenant house as late as
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1952.4 The house may originally have been constructed as a slave dwelling. The house is of
square-notched construction and has weatherboard siding, a standing-seam metal-sheathed gable
roof, a frame extension on the south gable end, frame shed additions on the back, a garret, and
an interior brick flue and enclosed stair. The house is in a poor state of repair and has a number
of modem alterations that lessen its architectural integrity. Nearby, on the property adjoining
Rothsay on the west, is another square-notched log house dating from the same period as the
house on the Rothsay property. To the west of the house and garden terrace is a small midtwentieth-century farm pond.

To the north beyond a board fence that borders the back yard and outside the nominated area are
a collection of frame farm buildings dating to the first half of the twentieth century. These
include two large barns, a metal silo, a granary, a combination shop/piggery/wagon shed, an
implement shed, and a concrete well or cistern.
ENDNOTES
I . Thc ten oithts n o ~ l v u o ni s Dascd on a Vtrgtnu Dcpuvmnt of Hislone Resourcca Rcltrmnary Infomuon Request Fonn prcparrd by
b u n Goley ano Dame,Peaam in 1990 and a dnfl NaUo~ulRsgtslcr of Htnone Places Rcg~rvauonForm preparea hy Gary Wtnkler m 1991
2. This tank was intended for use aa a rcacrvoir in the cvcnl of fire. 0. L. C. Radford, who buill Rothluy in 1914. had just previously
experienced the loss by fire of thc earlier family home on the pmpcny.
3. The original ~ a a u r e ddrawings and spccifisalioru for thcu gate poau am in the possession ofthe ownen afthc pmpcrry.
I.
' m e of 0.L. C. Radford

... 'Rahlay'.' Map (1952).
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rothsay ranks among the largest and most refined early-twentieth-century country houses in
Bedford County, Virginia. Built in 1914 and expanded in 1918, the two-story brick and frame
house represents an accomplished melding of two styles popular during the period: the Georgian
Revival and Craftsman styles. The house was probably designed by the Lynchburg, Virginia
architectural fum of Heard and Cardwell, which was responsible for the design of the 1918
addition. Also of note are the grounds at Rothsay, which include a garden terrace designed by
Washington, D. C. landscape architect George E. Bumap in 1918, and gate posts designed by
Lynchburg architect Stanhope Johnson in 1934. The siting of the house and garden terrace
affords panoramic views of the surrounding farmland, the adjoining National Register-listed
Woodboume property to the east, and the Blue Ridge Mountains to the north. Rothsay was built
by Octavius Loxley Clark Radford (1870-1935), a prominent Bedford County farmer and
politician.

Justification of Criteria
Rothsay is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in
the area of Architecture. The house is locally significant in the context of rural Bedford County,
Virginia as a large and architecturally refined early-twentieth-century residence combining
elements of the Georgian Revival and Craftsman styles. The house and grounds are also
significant as the work of a number of design professionals of local and national reputation. The
period of significance for the property extends from 1914, the date of construction for the
original section of the house, to 1934, the date of construction for the brick gate posts marking
the entrances to the front drive. The period of significance corresponds to the years during
which all notable work on the house and grounds occurred.

Historical Background
The construction of the present Rothsay house in 1914 marks a relatively recent development in
the long and notable history of the property.' In 1811 William Radford and Major Joel Yancey
jointly purchased a portion of Thomas Jefferson's Poplar Forest tract.2 Yancey built a twestory
brick house called "Rothsay" on his division of the land; on the other division Radford built (or
added to) Woodbourne, a two-story frame house that was listed in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1973.' The association of the property with Thomas Jefferson did not end
in 1811; by 1815 Joel Yancey served as the overseer of the Poplar Forest estate, tending to it
during Jefferson's absences and managing its farm operation^.^ William Radford purchased
Rothsay from the Yancey estate for his son, Richard Carlton Walker Radford, in 1850.' During
the Civil War, R. C. W. Radford had a distinguished military career; in 1864 he was appointed
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Assistant Adjutant General of the Confederate States ~ r m y R.
. ~C. W. Radford's son. Octavius
LoxIey Clark Radford, born in 1870 at Rothsay, acquired the property upon his father's death
in 1886. In 1912 a chimney fire destroyed the original Rothsay house.
The present Rothsay house was built in 1914. Construction documents indicate that the house
was built by the Lynchburg contracting firm of J. H. Coleman and Company, which later built

the rear addition to the house in 1918. The architect for the 1918 work was the Lvnchburg firm
of Heara and Cardwell. It is very iikely that Heard and Cardwell designed the original house
as well. 1. Bryant Heard and John Robert Cardwell (d. 1918) established their rirm in 1909.
~ I I 1917 Preston Craighill joined the firm which consequentlv was renamed Heard. Cardwell and
~raighill.' The fact that the drawings for the 1918 addition to Rothsay are signed "Heard and
Cardwell" suggests that they were actually prepared in 1917 or earlier. J. R. Cardwell's younger
brother. Bennett Cardwell, joined the firm of Heard and Cardwell in 1913. In 1919 Bennett
Cardwell and Preston Craighill established the firm of Craighill and Cardwell.' Several houses
designed by Craighill and Cardwell in the 1920s bear a resemblance to Rothsay, most notably
the 1922-23 C. G. Craddock House in Lynchburg, a two-story, five-bay, hip-roofed house with
rectangular massing, a one-bay front porch supported by grouped Doric columns, and a porch
and sun room on the two side elevations. As with Rothsay, the C. G. Craddock House
represents the marriage of two styles, although in this instance the essentially Georgian Revival
house is given a Mediterranean character through the use of stucco, roof tiles, and round-arched
window^.^ By 1920 J. Bryant Heard moved to Danville where he designed many houses for that
city's early automobile suburbs. Some of these houses, such as 334 and 500 West Main Street,
are similar in form and detailing to Rothsay, with two-story, rectangular hip-roofed massing,
small Doric porches, and wood-shingle sheathing.I0
The garden terrace and combination dovecote/garden seat were designed by Washington
landscape architect George E. Burnap. Burnap was a practitioner of national stature. Among
his earlier accomplishments was his role in supervising the planting of the Japanese cherry trees
around the Tidal Basin in Washington in 1912.'~In the 1910s and presumably into the 1930%
Burnap served as the Landscape Architect of Buildings and Grounds for the nation's capital, a
period during which he designed Meridian Hill Park in Washington, described as "one of the
finest urban parks in the United States."" Burnap published numerous articles on American
and European architecture and landscape architecture during the 1910s and 1920s." Bumap's
garden and park designs ranged from Neoclassical formalism to more relaxed compositions and
munents akin to the Craftsman style. Both tendencies are apparent in his design for the
Rothsay garden terrace, which combines an axial plan with the textural use of brick and the
playful, story-book forms of the dovecote and garden seat.
Another designer who contributed to the Rothsay grounds was Lynchburg architect Stanhope
Johnson (1882-1973), who designed the four brick gate posts in 1934. Johnson had a long and
illustrious career in Lynchburg spanning from the 1890s to the 1960s. After about 1917,
Johnson concentrated on designing in the Georgian Revival style, the style that characterizes the
gate posts at Rothsay. l3
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Like its predecessor, the present Rothsay house served as the headquarters for an extensive farm.
A 1933 study of the Bedford County economy ranked the Rothsay and Woodbourne farms
(operated jointly by the Radford family) among the fifteen largest fanning operations in the
county.14 0. L. C. Radford was actively engaged in the running of the farm during the first
third of the twentieth century. According to one account:

"Mr. Radford was one of the largest landowners in the county and was
always a progressive and successful farmer. Agriculture was his chief
interest in life and to his large estate and its successful operation
he gave most thoughtful study.""
Tobacco was the main crop grown on the Rothsay farm during the early twentieth century.
Corn, wheat, oats, and alfalfa were also grown on the farm, and cattle, horses, and swine were
raised. 0. L. C. Radford's cousin, William P. Moore, helped plan crop rotation, fedizing, and
liming on the farm prior to 1935 while serving as Bedford County's first ag extension agent.
A number of families lived on the farm as tenants, among them the Browns (tenants from 1898
to 1923), the Wooldridges, and the Garritys. Anderson Swtt, a gardener, was employed to tend
the garden terrace after its construction in 1918. l6
In addition to farming, 0. L. C. Radford engaged in local politics. He was a member of the
Bedford County Board of Supervisors and he represented Bedford County in the Virginia House
of Delegates in 1924. Upon 0.L. C. Radford's death in 1935 the property passed to his widow;
later, 0. L. C. Radford's son, Morton Jarneson Radford, acquired the property. In 1988
Rothsay passed to M. J. Radford's nieces, Laura Goley Radford and Anne Radford Barrett, who
continue to farm the property.I7

I. hhacologicd LNcmigation was beyond the ropc of thii mmhtion vroicel. Hovsvcr, the Rothvy. .0-ny. . has a rich biEoq of land
back into the cighlccruh e c m r y and it is &ly Ih.1 aipificant &h.colopicd rc-rccs
em* on the pmpny. Rothuy's a u r i u i o n
wilb Thomas Jrflemn's Poplu Fomn l n c t heightcrv the pocmn~ials~pilicanecof any .rch.cologisd resources on the pmpny.
uw daung
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated area represents the southern tip of a parcel of 163.8 acres (the Rothsay property)
depicted on the accompanying plat from Bedford County Plat Book 141, page 450. The
nominated area contains approximately 35 acres. Beginning at the southeast comer of the
Rothsay property on U. S. Route 221, thence north approximately 635' with the east property
line, thence west approximately 1,925' cutting across the Rothsay property in line with the board
fence marking the northem edge of the back yard of the Rothsay house, thence south
approximately 1,125 feet with the west property line to the southwest comer of the property,
thence northeast and east approximately 1,900' following the south property line along U. S.
Route 221 to the beginning.

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of the nominated area were chosen so as to include the Rothsay house and
adjoining auxiliary structures and landscape features and a portion of Rothsay's scenic rural
setting. The northern part of the 163.8 Rothsay parcel was excluded owing to the fact that it
contains farm buildings that are not architecturally significant as defined by the nomination.
Several of these excluded farm buildings date to outside the period of significance for the house
and grounds.
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Rothsav. Bedford countv. Virsinia

The t'ollowing information applies to all the included photographs of Rothsay:
Rothsay
Bedford County, Virginia
Photographer: Eugene Barfield
Date: June 1991
Negatives located at Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond, Virginia
VDHR Neg. No.: 1 1285 and 11286
Photo #I. View: South elevation
Photo: 1 of 5
Photo #2. View: North elevation
Photo 2 of 5
Photo #3. View: Dining room (west)
Photo 3 of 5
Photo #4. View: Main foyer
Photo 4 of 5
Photo #5. View: Dovecote looking west
Photo 5 of 5

FOREST QUADRANGLE
VIRGINIA
7.5 MINUTE S E R I E S (TOPOGRAPHIC)
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