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Ez DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAI. APPEARANCE 

Perry H i l l ,  a  Gothic Revival-s tyle  co t t age ,  is l o c a t e d  o f f  S t a t e  Route 56 in 
Buckingham County approximately f i v e  mi l e s  west of Buckinglian~ Court House. The 
two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  ca .  1851-52 by Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant. 

Erected on a  b r i ck  foundat ion,  t h e  house is  executed i n  a  combinat ion of  
Flemish and s t r e t c h e r  bonds. The f r o n t  (south)  e l e v a t i o n  has  a  pointed-arch e n t r y  
t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r ig in t i l  paneled double doors .  The main en t r ance  and two f l a n k i n g  
windows a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by a  shed-roofed, covered screen  porch.  P o r t i o n s  of  t h e  

, /porch,  such a s  t h e  sawn pos t s ,  may be  original.; however,the s c r e e n s  g i v e  t h e  porch 
a  crude,  20th-century cha rac te r .  The r e a r  (nor th)  en t r ance  has  been enclosed  by a  
shed-roofed, weatherboarded porch added i n  t h e  present  cen tu ry .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  con- 
sists of pa i r ed ,  eight-paned s l id ing-sash  windows on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and p a i r e d ,  
six-paned s l id ing-sash  windo~is on t h e  second s t o r y .  . . 

Pointed-arch ~rindows wi th  hood molds -a re  found on t h e  second s t o r y  of t h e  
main (~011th)  e l e v a t i o n .  A bay window on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  was removed i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1970s and replaced  by t h e  p resen t  nrulti-paned window. The house i s  covered 
by a  hipped r o o f ,  broken on t h e  south  e l e v a t i o n  by t h e  gab le s .  The roof  l i n e  i s  
f u r t h e r  broken by two chimneys with m u l t i p l e  round po t s  of b r i c k .  

Per ry  H i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  cent ra l -passage  plan.  The h a l l  is d iv ided  by a  louvred  
screen t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  passage i n t o  an e n t r y  and s t a i r  h a l l .  The open-well s t a i r  
has  a  turned newel, turued b a l u s t e r s  and a  molded h a n d r a i l .  The door and window 
frames i n  t h e  h a l l  and throughout t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms have sy~nmet r i ca l  molded 
t r i n  with turned corner  blocks.  The f r o n t  door surround i s  arched  t o  confot:m w i t h  
the  pninted a rch  found on t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The house r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  two-paneled 
doors  throughout a s  well a s  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  The mantels  a r e  s imple  and c o n s i s t  
of p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g a  Tudor a r c h  wi th  a  f i n i s h e d  s h e l f .  Cupboards on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  d in ing  room were added a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .  The w a l l s  
a r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  and t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  of p ine .  

The house has  maintained i t s  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  aniidst t h e  r o l l i n g  farmlands of  
Buckinghnm County. While no e a r l y  gardens su rv ive ,  t h e  s i te  inimecliately around 
t h e  house preserves  a  number of o ld  t r e e s  and shrubs t h a t  enhance t h e  open-space 
country s e t t i n g .  The tomb of John l 'erkins, a n  e a r l y  owner of t h e  prope;.:y, s t a n d s  
a  few hundred yards  from the. dwell ing.  The tomb c o n s i s t s  of uncut  r u b b l e  i n  a  
r ec t angu la r  p i l e  w i th  a  rounded top.  A headstone s e r v e s  t o  iden t iFy  t h e  grave.  
No o r i g i n a l  ou tbu i ld ings  surv ive .  

RCC 

The nominated proper ty  of approximately 42 a c r e s  is def ined  i n  p a r t  by t h e  
500' contour l i n e .  The 42  a c r e s  inc ludes  t h e  house and Perl<ins tomb on t h e  
proper ty  and is a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  nondurant hold ing  o r  560'5 a c r e s .  
Tlir: use of t h e  word " h i l l "  i n  descri l , ing t h e  proper ty  sugges t s  t h e  importance 
a t tached t o  t h e  el.evatc:cl s i t e  on which t h e  house was b u i l t .  l 'he nominated 
Property encompasses t h e  " h i l l "  site. 
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STAltMtNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Perry  H i l l .  is a  r a r e  example of Gothic Revival c o t t a g e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  designed 
f o r  use  a s  a country r e s idence  i ~ n  Piedmont Vi rg in i a .  Such b u i l d i n g  types  were 
promulgated widely i n  t h e  mid-19th century  by t h e  w r i t i n g s  of Alexander Jackson 
Downing arid Calvcr t  V&X, however t h e  fv surv iv ing  examples i n  t h e  Commonwealth 
i n d i c a t e  n limi.ted acceptance ill t h e  reg ion .  Th i s  is due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  popul.; ,ri ty 
of t h e  Cl:+sical . -Revival  s t y l e s  t h a t  continued t o  dominate a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  Lo 
the  C i v i l  War. Colonel Thomas Moseley Bondurant, a  prominent t lhig p o l i t i c i a n  and 
p u b l i c i s t  i n  Buckiiigham County, b u i l t  t h e  house f o r  h i s  daughter  and son-in-law 
ca.  1051-52 and is  be l ieved  t o  have named i t  i n  honor of O l i v e r  Hazard Pe r ry ,  n a v a l  
hero of  t h e  War of 1812. 

Fami l ies  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a c t  of land  i n c l u d e  some of t h e  
e a r l i e s t .  s e t t l e r s  of Buckingham County. The Perk ins ,  Moseleys, Bon.:liirants, 
Guerrant:;, Blakeys and H a l l s  a l l  assembled s u b s t a n t i a l  l andho ld ings  i n  t h e  a r e a  
west of t h e  S l a t e  River ,  which were en larged ,  d iv ided  and inherited through t h e  
in t e rmar r i age  of succeeding genera t ions .  Elany very  prosperous p l a i i t a t i o n s  developed 
from those  a l l i a n c e s  be fo re  t h e  C iv i l ' l~a ; ,  bu t  PPerry  ill is  among t h e  few t o  su r -  
v i v e  wi th  i n t e g r i t y .  . ~ . . 

I n  August 1747 William Perkins  reci:ived two p a t e n t s .  One was f o r  400 a c r e s ,  
t h e  o t h e r  ' f o r  387 on t h e  S l a t e  Rivar  i.n Albemarle County. ~ h e s e  t r a c t s  became p a r t  
of Buckingham County when i t  was formed i n  1761. A f t e r  Pe rk ins '  d e a t h ,  ca .  1800, 
the  387-acre t r a c t ,  reduced t o  350 a c r e s ,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  h i s  s o n  John. Th i s  
is t h e  same John Perk ins  whose tomb, dated 1803, s t a n d s  a  few hundr id  ya rds  from t h e  
dwell ing a t  Per ry  H i l l .  In  1819 t h e  t r a c t  was i n h e r i t e d  by Ar thur  Moseley, one of  t h e  
many sons of Robert Ploseley, t h e  p rogen i to r  of t h i s  fami ly  i n  Buckingham. Ar thur  
Moseley had married o Perkins  dauelrter. I n  1823 a  daughter  from t h i s  union marr ied  
Moseley's nephew, Thomas Moselry Bondurant, t o  whom Arthur  bequeathed P e r r y  H i l l  
i n  1829. 

Thomas Moseley Bondurant served a s  a  very young 111an i n  t h e  War of  1812. A y e a r  
a f t e r  h i s  marr iage t o  h i s  cous in ,  he acquired a  1000-acre p l a n t a t i o n ,  "Variety 
Shades." The p l a n t a t i o n  prospered,  a s  clid Bondurant 's c a r e e r .  Ile r ep resen ted  
t h e  county i n  t h e  General Assembly, served a s  a  t r u s t e e  of lizmpden-Sydrrey Col lege ,  
and became a p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  Week12 . \Whig -~ i n  1846. Bondr~rant r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  
sha re  i n  t h e  newspaper i n  1852 a f t e r  con~ple t ing  t h e  Per ry  Hi l l .  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  h i s  
daughter ,  Angelina, and son-S.n-law, Willi.am P. H a l l ,  a  young coun t ry  phys ic ian .  
S t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  on t h e  eve of t h e  C i v i l  War, Colonel Boncturant was chairman O F  
t h e  mert ing a t  t h e  Iluckingham County Courthouse which o f f e r e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  u rg ing  a n  
Ordinance of Secession i n  1861. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #I) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- 

Constructed of b r i c k ,  Per ry  H i l l  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by a  Gothic f a c a d e  t h a t  
c o n s i s t s  of a  pointe-d-arc11 e n t r y  and windows and pointed gables  e m b e l l i s l ~ e d  by 
iancy verge boards. The des ign  may have been deteruiined by D r .  H a l l ,  a p h y s i c i a n  
whose p o s i t i o n  -in t h e  comnunity demanded a  r e s idence  i n  a  f a s h i o n a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t y l e .  W i l e  spaciouc,, thi?. house docs r e t a i n  a  c o ~ ~ v e n t i o n a l  c e n t e r - h a l l  p l an  
wi th  f a i r l y  r e s t r a i n e d  woodr~ork. 

I n  1863 t h e  proper ty  appears  i n  t h e  county land tax  book i n  t r u s t  t o  Wil l iam 
P. H a l l ,  "812 a c r e s  Per ry  M i l l . " ,  "From e s t a t e  of T.M. Rondurant," a p p a r e n t l y  who 
died t h e  year  before .  A t  H a l l ' s  dea th ,  ca.  1900, h i s  son Alexander S t u a r t  H a l l  
i n h e r i t e d  t h e  house and p a r t  of t h e  Per ry  H i l l  t r a c t .  Today i t  i s  ormed by a  g r e a t  
grandson, Alexander S t u a r t  Mall of Newport News. The b u i l d e r  of t h e  house h a s  n o t  
been determined. 




