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Excellant Good Fair Dstarioroted n Ruins U Unarporsd 
CONDITION C- -- 

(Check One)  7- (Chock Onel I 
a .  BACiGROUM) INFOiD~IATION: Located on one of the e a r l i e s t  of Virginia 
plantations,  f i r s t  occupied i n  1619, the present mansion was b u i l t  by 
William Byrd I1 i n  the years 1730-34. Typical of the t idewster tobacco 
plantations,  Westover was a vast  1,200-acre e s t a t e  which barely  sufficed 
t o  provide a l i v ing  f o r  i t s  owner. So hard pressed was Byrd t h a t  on 
more than one occasion he had t o  s e l l  land o r  Negroes t o  make ends meet. 
Byrd, typ ica l  of h i s  c lass ,  eked out h i s  existence a s  a tobacco planter  
with large-scale speculation i n  western lands. 
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The mansion, ca l led  by Morrison "perhaps the most famous Georgian 
house i n  America," i s  noted f o r  the qua l i ty  of i ts  construction and i t s  
a r ch i t ec tu ra l  completeness. The mansion proper consis ts  of a two-story 
cen t r a l  sect ion on a high basement and two attached wings, the one t o  
the ea s t  a replacement of the or iginal ,  which was destroyed during the 
C iv i l  War. Several dependencies, including the or ig ina l  kitchen which 
i s  reputed t o  antedate the present house, stand nearby. Notable 
features  of the  mansion include formal doorways i n  Portland stone on 
both main facades; a s teeply pitched h ip  roof, r i s i n g  t o  a sharp ridge 
instead of a deck; an off-center main ha l l ,  u t i l i z i n g  one of the 
regular ly  spaced facade windows a s  a l i g h t  source; and a f i ne ly  de ta i led  
ex te r ior  with ful l - length paneling and enriched p l a s t e r  cei l ings .  
Exterior fea tures  include three or ig ina l  gates, the cen t r a l  one ca l led  
by Morrison the " f ines t  old  wrought i ron gates i n  America,'' probably 
made by Thomas Robinson, of London; an underground tunnel from the 
hmse t o  the r i v e r  bank; formal gardens, containing the grave of Byrd; 
the site of the  f i r s t  Westover Church, about 400 yards west of the  
house, where a number of prominent Virginians a r e  buried, including 
the f i r s t  Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, the first William Byrd and 
h i s  wife, and Capt. William Perry, who died i n  1637; and the remains 
of an old  i c e  house. The mansion group was restored about 1920 and 
came i n t o  possession of the present family shor t ly  thereaf te r .  It 
appears t o  be i n  excel lent  condition. 

n M O V ~ ~  0 Original Sile 

b. BOUNDARIES: Bounded on the north and e a s t  by Herring Creek and on 
the south by James River. Beginning on a d i r t  road, i den t i f i ed  a s  
Route 633, a t  a point  about 3,200 f e e t  e a s t  of the  junction of Routes 5 
and 633, proceed i n  a northeasterly direct ion f o r  about 3,150 f e e t  t o  
the center  of Herring Creek; follow center l i n e  of Herring Creek i n  an 
eas t e r ly  then southerly direct ion f o r  about 14,150 f ee t  t o  the  eastern 
t i p  of Ducking S tool  Point;  thence wcst along the James River (northern) 
shoreline fo r  about 8,800 feet ;  thence north fo r  about 4,150 f e e t  t o  
Route 633; thence i n  a northsresterly direct ion,  following northern 
boundary of Route 633,to p i n t  of beginning. 

( I f  known) P W Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  



C%~?ICANCE - 
P E R I O D  ( c h e c k  one o r ~ o r s  ss Bppropriete) 

P ~ ~ - c ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ;  16th century  a 18th c e n t u r y  n 20th century 

U 17th Century 1 19th Century 15th Century 

S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S )  (If A p p I I ~ l l b l e  and Known) 

r n E . 9  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check One or More a a  A p p r o ~ r l d a )  

A ~ D .  i g i n d  E ~ u c . I ~ . ~  n P O I ~ I ~ C . I  a urbm Planning 

Prshistoris Enginserina Religion/Phi.  Other ( S p e r i h )  

Histor ic  industry losophy 

Agriculture Invention L 2  Science 

Archilaclure Landscope n Sculpturs 

Art Architecture Soc#.l /Humon- 

Commerce Litcroture itorimn 

Communication* Mil i tary 

1 A noted example of early Georgian architecture, bu i l t  by W i l l i a m  

Byrd  I1 about 1730-34. 



Thomas T. Waterman, - The Mansions of Virginia, 170G-1776 (~hp l  I I i l l ,  
1946); Edith T. Sale, Manors of Virginia i n  Colonial Times (Philadelphia, 
1909); Sale, In t e r io r s  of ~ i r z n i a  i iousesof Colonial - Times (~ichmond, 
1927); Hugh Morrison, Early American ~ r c h i c c t u r e  From the F i r s t  Colonial 
Settlements t o  the  ~ a t s  P e r i o d j ~ e w  York, 1 9 5 2 r  
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As the aeaienatcd Sta te  1,inison 0ffict .r  for the Nca- 
t ional  llistoric preservation Act of 1'11,O (Pub l i c  1.tlw 

89.665). 1 hereby nominatr  t h i s  irrul7rrly for  inclusion 

in the  Netionnl Register  and ccr l i fy  lllibt il t l l ~ s  been 

evaluated according to tile criterila and procethrea s e t  
forth by  the tqationsl park Service.  The recommended 

level  of significsnce of th is  nomlnatlon is :  
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Frank S. Melvin D . ~ ~  

I hrrrlry ce r t i f y  thnt t h i s  property im included in the 

Notional 12eylater. 

O R O A N I  I A T I O N  

Chief, Office of Archeololly and ffinloric Pn.nrrvlltlnn 
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Ti l l c  
lceepsr of The N e l l m a l  Redialer 1 

Virginia S t a t e  Office, N a t i o n a l p a z u _ e ~ e  
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: 

BOX 10008 
C I T Y  O R  TOWN. 
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