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O E S C R l D E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  ( ~ ~ ~ ~ O W ~ ) P H V J I C I \ L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Mulberry H i l l  dwel l ing  house i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  blending 
of two d i s t i n c t  per iods  of  cons t ruc t ion .  The e igh teeen th  century  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g ,  gable-end f r o n t  c e n t e r  
p a v i l i o n .  The second s t o r y  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  has  two bays w i t h  a  c e n t e r  
door ,  whi le  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  has a  t h r e e - p a r t  Greek Revival s t y l e  door wi th  
no f l ank ing  windows. There i s  a  s i n g l e  window i n  t h e  gable .  Flanking 
t h i s  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a r e  s ingle-bay  two-story wings added i n  t h e  mid-nine- 
t een th  cen tu ry .  The wings have ex te r io r - end  b r i c k  chimneys, while  t h e  
e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n  has  a n  i n t e r i o r - e n d  chimney. Por t ions  of  a n  o r i g i n a l  
modi l l ion  co rn ice  su rv ive  on t h e  r e a r  p o r t i o n  of  the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ,  wh i l e  
the  f r o n t s  o f  t h e  wings a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  Doric co rn ices  wi th  mutules. The 
f r o n t  door i n  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  

I porch w i t h  a  f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  supported on octagonal  Doric columns. 
On t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  is a n  a d d i t i o n a l  two-story wing, probably 
e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  same time a s  t h e  s i d e  wings. On t h e  r e a r  of  t h a t  wing i s  a  
two-story b r i c k  pent .  

The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ' s  (or  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n ' s )  i n t e r i o r  is 
div ided  i n t o  a s t a i r  h a l l  and p a r l o r .  Much o r i g i n a l  woodwork remains i n  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  inc lud ing  paneled wainscot ing,  r a i s e d  panel  door s ,  and a hand- 
some Geordian-s ty le  s t a i r  w i t h  vase-and-column b a l u s t e r s  ( t h r e e  t o  a  s t e p ) ,  
molded h a n d r a i l ,  and s c r o l l e d  end b racke t s .  The woodwork i n  t h e  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n s  is t y p i c a l  Greek Revival  type. 

A c h i e f  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  Mulberry H i l l  is i ts  unusual ly  comple 
complex of  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings .  The p r i n c i p a l  ou tbu i ld ing  i s  t h e  s r m l l  
frame s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  served a s  Judge Paul  Car r ing ton ' s  o f f i c e .  Also 
included i n  t h e  complex i s  a b r i c k  k i t chen  loca ted  i m e d i a t e l y  behind t h e  
r e s idence ,  a  p i c tu resque  frame sp inning  house, a  d a i r y ,  a smokehouse, a 
p r ivy ,  and s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s .  These ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  
of  p re se rva t ion .  The formal garden and Judge c a r r i n g t o n ' s  grave s i t e  a r e  
o t h e r  n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  grounds. 
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Mulberry H i l l  was t h e  home p l a n t a t i o n  o f  Paul  Carr ington,  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  j u r i s t  and l e a d e r  of the  Independence movement i n  -Virginia.  
Judge Carrington was born in  1733 in Cumberland County,. t h e  s o n o f  a 
wealthy and i n f l u e n t i a l  planter . .  H e  s tud ied  law a t  Bushy Fores t  (now 
C h a r l o t t e  County) wi th  Clement Read, Clerk  of t h e  Court and g r e a t e s t  
landowner of t h e  region. Carr ington married Read's daughter.  Margaret.  
and removed t o  Mulberry H i l l .  

During t h e  1760s and 1770s. Paul  Carr ington served a s  King's 
Attorney,  County Lieutenant ,  p res id ing  j u s t i c e  of t h e  C h a r l o t t e  County 
Court ,  and Burgess. He was an a c t i v e  member of t h e  Revolut ionary 
Associa t ions  and Committees--including t h e  Committees of Safe ty .  Elec ted  
a s  a d e l e g a t e  from C h a r l o t t e  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  Revolut ionary Conventions, 
he was a member of t h e  committee t h a t  framed t h e  Virg in ia  Dec la ra t ion  
of Rights  and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1776. 

Carr ington had a long and d i s t ingu i shed  j u d i c i a l  c a r e e r  under 
t h e  Camonwealth: s e rv ing  f i r s t  (1779-89) on t h e  General Court ,  and 
then moving t o  t h e  newly-created Court of Appeals (1789-1807). Judge 
Carr ington l i v e d  in r e t i r emen t  a t  Mulberry I l i l l ,  and is bur ied  t h e r e ,  
t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house complex. In add i t ion  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and 
j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  Paul Carr ington helped t o  found Hampden-Sydney 
Colleqe and was a member of t h e  f i r s t  and o r i g i n n l  board of t r u s t e e s  
of t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H i s  brother-in-law, Thomas Read of Ing les ide  
was a l s o  a member of t h a t  board, as wel l  a s  being Clerk of t h e  County 
Court f o r  half-a-century. 

Mulberry H i l l  descended t o  Paul Car r ing ton ' s  son Robert,  bu t  
in a reduced form. Robert i n h e r i t e d  somewhat l e s s  than h a l f  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  4,000 a c r e s  of land,  inc luding t h e  res idence .  The remainder 
of t h e  p roper ty  was d iv ided among Robert 's  b ro the r s :  Judge Paul 
Car r ins ton  t h e  younger, Colonel Clement Carr ington,  and t h e  Honorable 
Henry Carrington--each of whom had a d i s t ingu i shed  c a r e e r  of h i s  own. 
I n  1830, Robert conveyed Mulberry H i l l  t o  h i s  b ro the r ,  Clement, whose 
descendents  have he ld  t h e  proper ty  t o  t h e  present .  
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