
I .., , 0 - m o  \Rev. ,0-l4) \ J L ~  - 2j 14 /g RI F*?- 5/7/% 0 
u NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ." 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC BEACES 

INVENTORY -- MQPMI[NATlOM FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETENATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

~ M A ~ M E  
HISTORIC 

Vawi:Br: % a l l  h Old p r e s i d e n t ' s  House (p re fe r red )  

AND/OR COMMON 

V a w t e r  H a l l ,  O f f i c e  Annex 

. . . . , . ,  :~ , . . ::..I, . ,  ... . . .  . 8 , .  . , .  , / .  . . . . . .  . . . . ~ .  
-:STREET& NUMBER . ' 

, , . .  . . , : . C o l l e g e  Avenue, V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  , U n i v e r s i t y  . -NOT FOR PUBLICATION , . 
. : .. I , . . . . . . . , ,  . I I .  . .  3 CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT . 

E t t r i c k  - VICIN,TY O F .  T h i r d  (David E. S a t t e r f  i e l d )  

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
V i r g i n i a  5 1 C h e s t e r f i e l d  04 1 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT X-PUBLIC ~LOCCUPIED 
X_BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
b 

ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS KYES. RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  --MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-?EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER. 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Board o f  Trustees,  c /o  Thomas Law, P r e s i d e n t  

STREET & NUMBER 
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

STATE CITY. TOWN .. . 
P e t e r s b ~ ~ r g  V i r g i n i a  . . 

-A$$3t- 

B LOCATION 09: LEGAL DESCR%PTI[OM 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEOS,ETC. C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

C h e s t e r f i e l d  Court  House V i r g i n i a  - 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Has t h i s  p roper t y  been 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  Survey d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e ?  YesLNo - 
DATE 

1979 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEYRECORDS V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o r n m i s s i o n ,  221 Governor S t r e e t  

CITY. TOWN STATE 
R i c h m o n d  V i r g i n i a  23219 



DESCRIPTION 
i 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR ' -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Vawter Ha l l  and t h e  Old p r e s i d e n t ' s  House a r e  l o c a t e d  on Co l l ege  Avenue on  t h e  campus 
of V i rg in i a  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y  a t  E t t r i c k  i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County. B u i l t  o f  b r i c k  i n  a  modi f ied  

,Queen  Anne s t y l e ,  Vawter H a l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1908 and t h e  Old P r e s i d e n t ' s  House i n  1913. A t  
one time the  bu i l d ings  formed t h e  e a s t e r n  b o u ~ d a r y  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  quadrangle .  

Vawter H a l l ,  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e  on  campus, is a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  gab le - roof  b u i l d i n g  
executed i n  seven-course American-bond b r i c k .  The H-plan e d i f i c e  was modi f ied  b y  t h e  a d d i -  
t i o n  of a  one-bay, two-story p r o j e c t i o n  on  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  The b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  f i r s t - s t o r y  porches on t he  n o r t h ,  e a s t  and west  e l e v a t i o n s ,  which c o n s i s t  o f  s q u a r e  
Doric columns t h a t  suppor t  a  shed-roof cover ing.  The porches s i t  o n  squa re  b r i c k  p i e r s  and 
a r e  approached by wooden s t e p s  w i th  s imply executed wooden r a i l i n g s .  A wooden l a t t i c e  is 
found between t h e  basement p i e r s  on t h e  no r th  e l e v a t i o n .  The s o u t h  porch has  l o s t  i t s  shed  
roof and columns; b r i c k  p i e r s  now suppor t  t he  r a i l i n g s .  

The sou th  and west  e n t r a n c e s  c o n s i s t  o f  n i n e - l i g h t  g l a s s  double  doo r s ,  topped by a  
m u l t i - l i g h t  transom and s i d e l i g h t s  s e t  w i t h i n  a  s imply executed  a r c h i t r a v e ,  capped by  a 
s tone  l i n t e l .  The n o r t h  en t r ance  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by twin e n t r a n c e s  s i m i l a r  i n  e x e c u t i o n  t o  
t he  sou th  and west bu t  l a c k i n g  s i d e l i g h t s .  The e a s t  en t r ance  has  a  s egmen ta l  a rched  doorway 
with  a  n i n e - l i g h t  g l a s s  door .  Bracketed c a s t - i r o n  w a l l  lamps f l a n k  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  
en t rances .  

L F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  segmental  arched openings w i t h  616 hung-sash windows. Round 
windows wi th  louvres  a r e  found i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y .  Parape t  gab l e  dormer windows w i t h  6 1 6  
hung sa sh  p r o j e c t  from t h e  r o o f .  Parape t  gab l e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  c o r n i c e  
d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  r o o f .  Brick co rbe l ed  cap  chimneys f u r t h e r  enhance t h e  roo f  l i n e .  

The b u i l d i n g  , .  . .co,ntai.ns . a  c e n t r a l  b a l l ,  , t h a t ,  runs  n o r t h  and s o u t h :  b i sqc t . ed  .by a l a t e r a l  
h a l l .  The main s t a i r  ' i n  t h e  sod th  h a l l ,  has  an  open w e l l ,  l a r g e  s q u a r e  newel ,  a  molded 
hand ra i l  and tur!ned.,,balus,ters, two t o  a  t r e a d .  The f i r s t  and second . f loor ,s  ar.e d i v i d e d  i n t o  
o f f i c e s .  The ' b a s e k e n t  c o n t a i n s  a  sma l l  aud i to r ium and a d d i t i o n a l  o f f  i c e  ond' .s ' torage space .  
The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  l a t e r  p a r t i t i o n s  compr5sed o f  ,p.las.ter board and wood. 
The o r i g i n a l  wood f l o o r i n g  has been covered w i t h  l inoleum t i l e .  The doo r s  and  windows a r e  
framed by s imply  execu t ed  wooden a r c h i t r a v e s .  

Th+eQld p c e s i d p n t ' s  House i s  a 2 % - s t s r y  s t r u c t u r e  executed i n  5-course  American-hond 
b r i ck  with  wood t r i m .  The b u i l d i n g  was mod.ified i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  
by the  e n c l ~ s i ~ g  of  t h e  porch a t  t h e  s o u t b w ~ s t  c o r n e r . :  A t  an  e a r l i e r  d a t e  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  was 
extended one bay t o  t h e  e a s t .  The porch was o r i g i n a l l y  an E a s t l a k e  t y p e  w i t h  a  s p i n d l e  ' 
f r i e z e ,  hu t  now i t  c o s a i s t s ,  pf thr ,ee  s e t s  of  pai,red Doric,columns on by ick  p i e r s  puppor t i ng  
a  shed r o o f .  A Doric c o r n i c e  runs  t he  per imete r  of  t he  porch,. S h e l t e r e d  b y  t h e  porch is  a  
t r anqon- l i zh t  dgorraay w i t h i n  a  $imply e.xecuted a r c h i t r a v s .  . The e a s t p v , p o r c h  ha@ Fnunre 
Doric columns and p i l i s t e r s  support'ing a  f l a t  r o o f .  Cement s t e p s  a r e  f l anked  by b r i c k  p i e r s  
and p l a in  'wood ,rail,i,ngq:) ; ; T ~ Q , ,  porc;h,. s h e l t e r s  a segmental  arched doo?;way t h a t  r e t a i n s  i ts  . , . . - .  . . 

. - 
o r i g i n a i  pa"ef@d dodf .  

. . 

Fenes t r a t i on  c o n s i s t s  o f  segmental  openings t h a t  c o n t a i n  212 hung-sash windows. Sma l l e r  
3 1 3  hung-sash window? a r e  found on t he  a t t ' i c  s t g r y .  The s t r u c t u r e  is s o v a r e d b y  a  h i p  roo f  

. . . . .  .. - .. 
(See Con t inua t i on  Shee t  #1) 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 
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-1 900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIN BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

ARCHITECTURE XEDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS J N O U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE ' 

-SCULPTURE 

~ ~ S O C I A U H U M A N I T A R I A N  

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

UkDJR/ARCHlTECT 
1908 Vawter; 1907 presideit? ouse 

-chartered by t h e  General Assembly i n  1882 a s  t h e  V i l g i n i a  ~ o r m a l  
and CoIEcniate I n s t i t u t e .  V i rg in i a  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  is  t h e  o ldes t  s t a t e - s u ~ D o r t e d  co l l ege  for - - 
blacks i n  t he  United s t a t e s  . Vawter Ha l l  (1908) Hnd t h e  Old p r e s i d e n t ' s  Hbuse (1907),-the 
school ' s  o l d e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ings ,  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  boundary o f  t h e  p re sen t  
210-acre campus i n  E t t r i c k ,  Ches t e r f i e ld  County. Together w i t h  t h e  now-demolished Johnston 
Hall and the  o l d  V i rg in i a  Hal l ,  t h e  two somewhat a u s t e r e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  formed t h e  academic 
and admin i s t r a t i ve  h e a r t  of t h e  c o l l e g e  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  and a r e  now t h e  focus  
of t he  s choo l ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  

The school 's  h i s t o r y  begins  i n  1880 when t h e  Readjus te r  Pa r ty ,  l e d  by former Confederate  
General William Mahone, came t o  power overthrowing t h e  long-entrenched Democratic Pa r ty .  
Black votes  were mainly r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  upheaval,  r e s p o n d i n g t o  Read jus t e r  -. . . 
promises t o  keep open t h e i r  s choo l s ,  pay t h e i r  t e ache r s ,  and e s t a b l i s h  a  c o l l e g e  f o r  them. . . 

One of  aho one's ch i e f  l i e u t e n a n t s  was Al f red  W. H a r r i s ,  an a t t o r n e y  who r e s i d e d  i n  Dinwiddie 
County and maintained a  law o f f i c e  i n  Pe te rsburg .  Represent ing t h e  ~ o u n t y ,  H a r r i s  was one o f  

, the  13 b lacks  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  V i rg in i a  House of Delegates  i n  1882. Delega te  Harris in t roduced  
and pushed t o  passage t h e  b i l l  f u l f i l l i n g  t he  ~ e a d j u s t e r s '  pledge t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  school  f o r  

. . . . . blacks.  . .. , ,, . ' : : ~  , . .  , . . * ,>- -  h _ i g .  . . 
. . .~.. 

, . , ,  . . . . .  ~ 

. . . . . , . . 

The law inco rpo ra t i ng  Vi rg in i a  Normal and Col1,egiate.: I n s t i t u t e  was e'nacrecl OR March 6 ,  
1882 and f o r  a  normal program ( t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g )  o f  up t o  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
four-year c o l l e g e  pr0granr:i.n t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  h igher  mathematics and o t h e r  humanitieY;': The a c t  
spec i f i ed  t h a t  t h e  ' i k s t i t u t i o n  would be governed by a  board of seven  v i s i t o r s ,  s i x  o f  whom 
were t o  be b l a c k . .  . I n  mid-February 1883, t h e  board purchased f o r  $13,500 t h e  33.-acre "F l ee t s  
Farm,!' inc lud ing  i t s  12-room, ' two-story b r i c k  res idence .  Classes  were h e l d  he re  u n t i l  t h e  
cr>nstru.ct ion o f  t h e  Main Building,  l a t e r  c a l l e d  V i r g i n i a  H a l l ,  i n  1888. 

When t h e  Readjus te rs  f e l l  from power, h o s t i l i t y  t o  b l ack  educa t ion  mounted. Whites 
replaced b lacks  on the  board; t h e  c o l l e g e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  was c u t  and t h e  f a c u l t y  reduced;  and 
t h e  f i r s t  p r e s iden t ,  John M. Langston res igned .  The s c h o o l ' s  second p r e s i d e n t ,  James Hugh 
Johnston, S r .  assumed t h e  o f f i c e  on January 1, 1888. He headed t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  26 y e a r s  ;,3 
and managed t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  c o l l e g e  from t h e  hazardous p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e .  

Subscr ibing t o  t he  accommodationist p o l i c i e s  of Booker T. Washington, P r e s i d e n t  of 
Tuslcegee I n s t i t u t e ,  P re s iden t  Johnston t r i e d  t o  show p o l i t i c i a n s  ; h a t , t h e  sch,ool ,was 
valuable  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  community. ~ncreasinklji::'h&-beGak& a d i s c i p l & : o f  'tge 
t r a i n i n g  o f f e r ed  a t   ams st on I n s t i t u t e  and Tuskegee. Courses i n  c a r p e n t r y ,  cooking,  sewing, an 
shoe-making were added t o  t h e  curr iculum dur ing  t h e  1890s. 

Despite p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s e tbacks ,  Pres ident  Johnston kep t  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  
In 1907 a  course i n  voca t iona l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was organized .  This  w a s  fol lowed i n  1908 by t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  of an  annual s t a t e  app rop r i a t i on  o f  $20,000, t h e  sum g r a n t e d  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  I) 

L 
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7.  DESCRIPTION - 
with  a  c ross  gable .  A bracketed co rn i ce  embel l i shes  t h e  eaves .  Br ick  chimneys w i t h  co rbe l ed  
b r i ck  caps break the r o o f . l i n e .  The roof  i s  covered w i t h  standing-seam s h e e t  m e t a l .  1 

The former res idence- turned-"of f ice  annex" has  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan .  The main open-well  
s t a i r  i s  found on the  wes te rn  end; a  c losed-wel l  s t a i r  i s  on t he  e a s t e r n  end. The main s t a i r  
has a  s c r o l l e d  and turned newel, molded hand r a i l ,  and turned b a l u s t e r s ,  two t o  a  t r e a d .  The 
wa l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d ,  and t he  f l o o r s  a r e  wood. Symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e s  w i t h  molded co rne r  
blocks surround the  major door and window openings.  F lu ted  I o n i c  columns f l a n k  t h e  doorway 
between the  h a l l  and p a r l o r .  Double g l a s s  doors  a r e  contained w i t h i n  a  symmetr ica l  a r c h i -  
t r ave .  The former p a r l o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  mantel .  Po r t i ons  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  have 
been p a r t i t i o n e d  f o r  f a c u l t y  o f f i c e s .  The house ceased t o  be a  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e l 9 3 0 s .  

I The o l d  campus t o  t he  west o f  t he  two s t r u c t u r e s  remains open and is regarded  a s  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  t he  u n i v e r s i t y  campus. 

RCC 6: 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 1 
The nominated proper ty  on College Avenue is bounded on t h r e e  s i d e s  by a  road  and t o  t h e  

west by a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t h a t  extends through t h e  o l d  campus f i e l d .  The nominated ac r eage  
includes  Vawter Ha l l  and t he  O l d  P r e s i d e n t ' s  IIouse and t he  l and  t h a t  immediately  s u r -  
rounds them. About an  a c r e  of land e x i s t s  between t he  two b u i l d i n g s .  

RCC 

8.  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 
a c t  of  1882. I n  t h e  same yea r  Vawter Ha l l  was b u i l t  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  books to re ,  c a f e t e r i a ,  
and t h e a t r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  This  followed t h e  completion o f  t he  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  
au thor ized  by t he  Boarti of Trus tees  i n  1906. 

Pres iden t  Johnston d ied  i n  A p r i l  1914 and was succeeded by James Manuel Gandy. Gandy 
d. i rected c u r r i c u l a r  changes and phys i ca l  expansion.  I n  1918 t h e  s c h o o l  s e t  up F e d e r a l l y  
funded voca t i ona l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  courses  based on  t h e  Smith-Hughes Act o f  1917.- I n  1920 ;he 
Legis la ture  made the  i n s t i t u t i o n  t he  land g ran t  c o l l e g e  f o r  b l acks  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  moving t h a t  
program from Harr~pton I n s t i t u t e ,  a  p r i v a t e  school .  I n  1923, a f t e r  a  l a p s e  o f  huo decades ,  t h e  
Board of  V i s i t o r s  r e s t o r e d  a  four-year  c o l l e g e  department.  I n  1930 F e d e r a l l y  f i nanced  e x t e n  
s i o n  work under the  Smith-Lever Act o f  1914 w a s  brought  t o  t he  c o l l e g e ,  renamed t h e  V i r g i n i a  

S t a t e  College f o r  Negroes. The name was changed a g a i n  i n  1946 t o  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Col lege .  I n  
1979 t he  school  became V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y .  
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8. STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Under i t s  v a r i e d  names and c u r r i c u l a  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n  has  g radua ted  many i l l u s t r i o u s  
alumni,  i nc lud ing  William H. Lewis, t h e  f i r s t  b l ack  t o  be a n  All-American i n  f o o t b a l l  and 
t o  hold a  sub-cabinet  pos t ;  Camilla Wil l iams,  t he  f i r s t  t o  s t a r  i n  a  major ope ra  company; 
Hugh Smythe, one of  t he  f i r s t  b l ack  American ambassadors; Al f red  Cade, one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
b lack  > ,enera l s ;  and many o t h e r s  who have become l e a d e r s  i n  educa t i on ,  s p o r t s ,  and b u s i n e s s .  
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