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1 ,  Name of Property 
- 

htstorlc name: Georgetown Pike. 
other nameslsite number: Georgetown and Leesburg Turnpihe Road; Washington and Leesburg 

Turnpika Road; Falls BridgeTurnpike Road; Sugarlands Rolling Road. 
2. Location 

7 
street: Route 193 and Route 123 between Route ~ and Chain Bridge. not for publicatt~n: NIA 
city or town: McLean; Great Falls. vlclnlty: MW' )C ) 

5' state: Virginia code: VA counties: Arlington; Fairfax cqtde: 013 & 059 - '  zip code. Z2f01; 
22102; 22066. 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certiilcation 

As the deslgnaled authority under the Nntmnal Historic Preservation Act of 1H6, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this-nominationrequest for determination or ellgibiIity meen thc docume{~tation standards for registering propertits 
in thc Hnklona\ Registtr of Historic Places and meets the proctdursl and professi0,nal rrquir~rnentr nrt forth in 36 CFR Pnrt  60. In 
my opinion, the proper@- meets docs not mcct the Netional Register Criteria. I recommend that this propcrty b t  
considered significant - nationally s t a t e w i d e  - locally. ( - See caatlnuaJiou shett for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official Date 

- 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion. Ihe property - meets - does not meet the National Registcr r r i t e r l~ .  ( - See continuation nbeet for 
additloiial cornmen&.) 

-- 

Slgnalure of commenting or other oMcisl Date 

State or PedcrfiL agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby ccrtify that this property Is: 
- enterrd In the Nutlanal Rtgistcr 
- See continualion sheet. - determined eligible for the -- 
National Reelstcr 
- See continuation sheet. - dtiermlntd not eligible for ibt 
National Register 

- removed from the Nanonal Reglster 

Signature al Keeper Datc of Action 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxcs as apply) 

- private 
- public-local 

public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 

- buitding{s) 
- district 
- site 
X t r u c t u r e  
- objcct 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing p(- - 
- buildings -&.I {Vr vf' &,etuLe /2 C%- 

- sites 
6 5 structures -10 ~ , ~ ~ c ~ r  ~ J 2 ~  u/fiiw . 
- - objects 

A S Total 

Number of contributing resources previour - - n~~ L . 7 1 ~ 4 ~ ~  Ld h ( b ~  

Name of related multiple property listing 1 &&. 
4~ ,r& OX 

6. Function or Use 

I """ 
5 h 7 ~  .d&:iuG1 & w d  

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instru .s,/t72 + J*:.txk .~,..lc;I& ~ P L A  k b  

Cat! TRANSPORTATION I u&eF- /~.+,m"I/u . . j ~ ? ~ f i  a$ 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: TRANSPORTATION Sub: road-related (vehhcular) 

Architectural Classification (Entcr categoric~ from lastructionu) 
NIA 

Materials (Entcr categorlep from inatructlons) 

foundation: N/A 
roof: NIA 
walls: NIA 
other: M/A 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historlc and current condition of the property an one at  morr cortiauatiou shrcb.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Appticable National Registcr Criteria (Mark "x" In one ur more boxes for ]he cri~eria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

x A Property is associated with events that Lave ~nade a sjgnificant 
contribution to the broad patterns of aur history, - .  , 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons signlflcant in our past. 

- X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction 
or represents thc work of a master, or pursessu high nrltistic values, or represents a 

significant and distinguishable entity whose componclnts lack individual distinction. 

D Propcrty has yielded, or is likely Lo yleld information important in prehistory or  history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all thc boxes [hat apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B rcmoved from its origir~al hciitlon. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 6&- 
J HLLXCi J:'L~ ILL m7;1.Glh 

- E n rcconsfructed bullding, ob ? 
- F a commemorative property. 

G less than SO years of age o by &+$%Z&Z.)LCC k;,fl 
7 

Arcas of Significance (En(er r;ategorks from ins1 

AGRICULTURE 
COMMERCE 

ENGINEERING 
EXPLORATIONISETTLEMENT 
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
TRANSPORTATION 

Pcriod of Significance: 1608 to 1934. 

Significant Dates: 1608; 1632; 1747; 1791 I $ ? / ?  - 1y:1~C. 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Expl: 
sheets.) 

-e continuation 
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9. Major BibliographicaI References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) hias been 

requwted. 
- previously listed In the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landnierk 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Suwey # - 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of  Additional Data 
_26 State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
- Federal Agency 

Local government 
University 

2 Other 

Name of repository: Division of Historic Preservation, Fairfax Cou,nty Park Authority; Heritage Resollrces 
Branch, Fairfax County Office of Camprehensive Planning; Great Falls Historical Society. 

10. ~eogra-phical Data 

R& 
Acreage of Property; 14.73 mllw; right-of-wa: j-1 ~ ~ 4 . 4  &a& ~rary by . - 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on : 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easl 
I I? G , ~ ' I - T L G T  , 

2 - -  4 - -  
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: Route 193 and t 
between Route 193 anc 

Boundary Justification: Virginia Department 4 :ntirety. 

I 1. Form Prepared By 

rarne/t!tle: Tanya Edwards Beauchamp I architectural historian 
under contract with the Fairfax County Park author it:.^, Fairhx County, Virginia 

date: Uecember 30, 1995 

street & number: 930 Leigh Mill Road telephone: 703-759-3796 

city or town: Great Falls state: Virgynia zip code: 22066 
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Additional Dacumentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having largc acreage or ilulneruus resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with lhe SHPO or FPO for any additional ilems) 

Property Owner 

[Complete this item at the request of the SHW or FPO.) 

name: Commonwealth of Virginia, administered by the Virginia D~partmeIIt of Transportation 
street & number: 1401 East Broad Street telephone: 808-786-2707 
city or town: Richmond state: Virginia zip code: 23219 

Papenvork Reduction Act Statement: 'This information is being collected for applicatiqns to the National Register of Wsic Places to 
nomlmate propenies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties. and to amend existing listings. Response to this rcquest i s  
requirrd to obtain a benetit in accardance with (he Natiatlal Historic Plc~ervation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 4711 ct s$q 
Estinlatcd Buden Statement: Public repotling burden for this form is estimated to avenge 18.1 hours per response inclir& the time For 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing {he form. Direct comments regardi&is burden 
estimnte or any aspect o f  this brm to the Chief, Administrative Sewiccs Division, National Park Senicc, P.O. Bun 37~2Wushington. DC 
20013-7127; md the Office of Management and Budget. Papenvork Reductions Projec (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Narrative Description . . ' I  

'Georgetown Pike' is the common name of the historic turnpike road connecting 
Georgetown in the District of Columbia with Leesburgl and Snickersville in Loudoun 
County. The road was built in the first half of the nineteenth century in four sections 
by four different privately organized and subscribed t u,mpike companies, each 
depending upon its connection with the others. These, were the Georgetown and 
Leesburg Turnpike Company, the Falls Bridge Turnpiky Company, the Leesburg 
Turnpike Company, and the Leesburg and Snicker's Gyp Turnpike Company. The 
Georgetown Bridge Company, having built the bridge which carries the road over the 
Potomac River at Little Falls, was an essentiaf fifth private company participant. This 
bridge has been repeatedly destroyed by flooding and ,,abusive use since the first 
bridge was completed in 1797. Today it is known as ttlle Chain Bridge after the bridge 
which was in use during the construction and most acltive period of the Georgetown 
Pike. The road itself has been popularly known as the Georgetown Pike since 1813 
when construction of the Falls Bridge Turnpike Road between the Leesburg Turnpike 
Road and the District of Columbia boundary, now the hrlington County boundary, was 
authorized by the Virginia Assembly, and the Georgetawn and Leesburg Turnpike Road 
between Falls and Water Streets in Georgetown and the Falls Bridge Turnpike Road 
was authorized by the U. S. Congress! 

Today the Vlrginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) applies the name 'Georgetown 
Pike' only to Route 193, that section of the historic turnpike road in Fairfax County 
which runs between the west boundary of the Central 1,ntelligence Agency (CfA) at 
Langley and the Leesburg Pike (Route 7) at Drane~ville~, In 1973, at the request of the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, the Commonwealth Transportation Board, In 
cooperation with the Virginia Department of Conservatiion and Recreation, designated 
Georgetown Pike (Route 193) as the first Virginia Scenic and Historic Byway. For 
purposes of the National Register of Historic Places, the name 'Georgetown Pike' will 
be used, as it has been historically, to refer to the entive originaI length of the old 
turnpike road as defined above, and will encompass all1 changes in development and 
ownership. f hat section of the Georgetown Pike extending eastward from Route 193 to 
the District of Columbia boundary at Chain Bridge has 'been renamed Chain Bridge 
RoadlDolley Madison Boulevard (Route 123). West of Route 193 the road is designated 
as the Leesburg Turnpike or Harry Byrd Highway (Route 7). Between Leesburg and 
Snlckersville the old road is also designated Route 7. 

This nomination is concerned wlth that 14 mile sectlon of the Georgetown Pike in 
Fairfax County, Virginia, which was built by the Falls Blridge Turnpike Campany in the 
period 1813-27, as well as the 314 mile section built by  the Georgetown and Leesburg 

I Documentation prwlded In Sectlcn 8 will not be duplicated In Ssctlon 7 e3,cept where It provides a parttcular appllcatln 
In the Nanatlve Descrlptton . 
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Turnpike Company in Alexandria County of the District, of Columbia, now Arlington 
County, Virginia, during that period? The latter section was acquired by the Falls 
Bridge Turnpike Company in 1847 after retrocession of1 Virginia lands by the U. S. 
Congress in 1846. The road begins at the boundary batween the District of Columbia 
and Virginia on the south bank of the Potamac River ag Chain Bridge, From this point 
at the mouth of Pimrnit Run below the Little Falls of thp Potomac River, the road turns 
90 degrees to the right and ascends the ridge of the pqlisades, parallel to the river. It 
proceeds in a direct line through the Langley Fork tlistpric District toward the Great 
Falls of the Potomac. This line becomes the southern lboundary of the Great Falls 
National Historical Park and continues on to the preserIlt village of Great Falls. At Great 
Falls the road takes a more southerly direction, travelir,~g in a direct line to meet the 
Leesburg Pike at Dranesville near the Loudoun County boundary. 

The Georgetown Pike is a road built in conformance with the available engineering 
expertise and construction resources of the early ninetpenth century. Its original 
bridges were constructed of stone and wood, with minimal use of iron. Its roadbed was 
'formed' by cutting and filling, building stone retaining, walls where necessary, and 
working within the context of the natural terrain to the ,extent possible. The road was 
built using the labor of men, horses and wagons, with the materials at hand in the 
countryside through which it passed. The Georgetown Pike parallels the Potomac 
River, but does not follow its meandering course. After beginning the ascent from 
Chain Bridge, the river is never again visible from the r,oad, although it passes so close 
to the river at Great Falls that the roar of the water can be heard. Valued today as a 
scenic road, it was built as a commercial undertaking tp divert the trade of the western 
agricultural lands and frontier from Alexandria to the p~prt of Georgetown in the new 
Federal City. Before the coming of the railroad, it offered those who paid the tolls the 
shortest possible route to market in Georgetown on a c;ommodious, carefully 
maintained and regulated paved road. 

The Georgetown Pike today, although designated a prirpary road by VDOT in 1948, 
maintains its historic integrity to a remarkable extent. As originally built, the stone- 
paved roadbed was 20' wide, with maintained 15' wide qurnmer roads where practicable, 
and open ditches at either side of the paved surface. r4 50' wide right-of-way was 
authorized by the Virginia Assembly; 60' by tho U. S. Cpngress. Today the Georgetown 
Pike is a two-lane undivided rural road. The roadbed, vow paved with bituminous 
concrete, is still approximately 20' wide with open ditck!es and no shoulders. The right- 
of-way is still 35' to 50' in width. The summer roads hqve long since been abandoned 
for use, but remain in the right of way. Georgetown Pike was considerad a graded road 
when first built, with an incline not exceeding 4" mandqted in its charter. In 
conformance with the engineering standards and capabilities of the time, its construction 

Vlrglnla Department of Transportation, "Primary Log Book". 
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followed the natural contours of the land where possilble. By today's standards the 
road seems ungraded, but in the early nineteenth century it represented a significant 
advance in the technology of road construction in the Commonwealth. The 
Georgetown Pike becomes part of the historic countryside through which it passes. I t s  
scenic quallties, though great, are fortuitous and incidental to its original use as an 
agricultural marketing road. This is in contrast to the ,adjacent George Washington 
Memorial Parkway which was designed specifically anq exclusiveIy for automobiles. 
Constructed with the aid of steel and reinforced concrpte, this road traverses the 
summit of the Potomac Palisades. Imposed upon a syperb natural landscape with well- 
placed scenic overlooks toward the river and the city, :it purposefully creates an 
unforgettable designed landscape as a memorial to Wqshington. 

Circumventing the Great Falls of the Potomac River, ttl1e Georgetown Pike passes 
through an extraordinarily scenic, environmentally fragile Potomac River Valley area 
which includes the Great Falls and Gorge of the Potonllac, rugged woodland, open 
horse country, quasi-rural residential development, anq nine watersheds. There are no 
billboards erected along Georgetown Pike and the only commercial development, at 
Great Falls, is low scale and residentially oriented. Thp road borders the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway along Pimmit Run, the lFor& Marcy Park, the Langley 
Fork Park, the Scotts Run Nature Preserve, the Greenvay Heights Park, the Difficult 
Run Stream Valley Park, the Great Falls Park, the Grealt Falls Grange Park, and the 
Windermere Community Park. The Riverbend Park is qdjacent to the Great Fails Park 
and close to the Georgetown Pike. Much of the river frontage In this area belongs to 
the Northern Virginia Park Authority and open space eqsements have been granted by 
the county on a number of private properties along the road. Adjacent properties 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places include the Langley Fork Historic 
District, Cornwell Farms, and the Patowmack Canal at Great Falls Historic District. The 
latter has been designated a National Historic Landma~ik. The Colvin Run Historic Site 
and Dranesvllle Tavern, while not located on the Geor~etown Pike, are associated with 
it. In additton, forty per cent of the known historic respurces of Fairfax County are 
located on or in the vicinity of the Georgetown Pike aqd are contextually related. 

The rural landscape through which the Georgetown Pihe travels is dominated by the 
watershed and geology of the Potomac River. A river o,f national impo-nce, it Is rich In 
historic, scenic, and environmental resources of extraqrdsnarily great diversity and 
significance. The Potomac has its source in a West Vi,rginia spring high In the 
Alleghanies which is marked by the 'Fairfax Stone' at the northernmost point of the 
1659 patent of Virginia's Northern Neck Proprietary. Itl descends to cross the 
Shenandoah Valley and then the Blue Ridge Mountains. Thomas Jefferson 
rhapsodized-- 

The passage of the Potornac through the Blue Ridge ys perhaps one of the most 
stupendous scenes In nature. You stand on a very high point of land. On your 
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right comes up the Shenandoah, having ranged along the foot of the mountain a 
hundred miles to seek a vent. On your left apgr,oaches the Potomac, 
in quest of a passage also. In the moment of their junction they rush 
together against the mountain, rend it asunder, gnd pass off to the seam3 

Noting the extreme contrast of this wild and picturesqye landscape with the calm of the 
valley below, Jefferson declared, "This scene is worth 9 voyage across the Atlantic." 
Frederick Gutheirn, after quoting Jefferson in The Potomac, comments-- 

Aa matters stand today, the Potomac flows across thp mountains that have rlsen to 
their present height since the river was first establishpd in its bedl A further paradox, 
as it crosses the Great Valley, is that the valley floor t,s hundreds of feet higher than the 
level of the Potomac river. 

The Potomac is the oldest thlng one sees in the landqcape. Much of the eloquence of 
the exposed river bed as it is seen in the immense grqy rocks at Great Falls expresses 
t h k 4  

As the Potomac descends from Harper's Ferry, it passqs first through the almost level 
Leesburg basin, slowing and meandering. At the westqrn boundary of Fairfax County, 
in the SugarlandslSeneca Road area, the river is broad, shallow, and fordable in season 
as It enters a variable region of piedmont plateau, with underlying hard and erosion- 
resistant rock, Here it winds through a hilly and rolling) agrarian countryside. There are 
many low islands formed by river deposits of sand andl gravel. Passing Conn Island, 
site of an eighteenth century ferry, the Potomac bends sharply, accelerates, narrows, 
and deepens as it abruptly drops 77' over the Great Faus and into the Mather Gorge. 
From this point the river descends tumultuously throuqh palisaded cliffs at times more 
than 300' in height. The course of the river twists tortuously in deep, narrow channels 
through islands and rapids of exposed bedrock littered with earlier flood debris. Below 
Little Falls and the head of Pbtamac navigation near thp mouth of Pimrnit Run, the 
channel deepens in places as much as 70-90'. The river: becomes increasingly tidal, 
broadens, and calms as it approaches the District of Cqlumbia. The Three Sisters 
Islands, just west of Georgetown, are the last visible ogcurrence of primordial bedrock. 
Opposite the monumental core of the Federal Clty the Potomac emerges into the low 
Atlantlc croastal plain, moving toward its ten mile wide mouth at Point Lookout, 
Maryland. Here it enters the Chesapeake Bay and, eventually, the Atlantic 

Frederick Gutheirn, The Potomac, [New York: Holt, Rlnehart and Wlnato,n, 1974, c 1949 (Rivers of Amerlcs); reprint, 
Baltimore arrd London: The Johns Hopklns University Press, i986], 1074. 
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The Potomac River drains 14,670 acres in Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia. The fourtill largest watershed on the East 
coast and the second largest in the Chesapeake Bay, the Potornac is three hundred and 
eighty-three miles long. The flow of the Potomac at the Great Falls averages 92,206 
galfsec It may be as low as 10,040 gallsec in the sumrper, or more than 40,568,000 
galfsec dlrrlng floods. Occasionally the Potomac River will rise out of its gorge to flood 
the Park at Great ~alls! The flood of 1936 caused majpr property damage here. Nine 
watersheds empty into the Potomac from Fairfax and hrlington Counties in the ten mile 
stretch above the head of navigation below Little Falls. These include Sugarland Run, 
Michol Run, Pond Branch, Difficult Run, Bull Neck Run, Scott's Run, Dead Run, Turkey 
Run, and Pimmit Run, The countryside is rocky and p~redpitous near the Falls; hilly 
and rolling beyond the palisades, away from the river. Each of the above streams has 
carved ib own valley and becomes increasingly rocky ,as it nears river. Those below 
the Great Falls travel through deep and picturesque ravines, some, like Difficult Run 
and Scotts Run, breaking through tho Potomac palisa*s in waterfalls of their own. 
These streams are also subject to frequent flooding. 

The forests which existed here at the time of European' settlement included original 
sub-arctic spruce and jack pine growing together with (chesnut, hickory, elm, maple, 
walnut, and increasing numbers of oak and Virglnia piqe. These forests were largely 
destroyed through fire, clearing and cutting. Some retynants of the original sub-arctic 
forests still exist in isolated areas near the Potomac, iacluding Bull Neck Run and the 
Scotts Run Nature Preserve. With the decline of agr lcg l tu~  and dedication of 
parklands, they are returning to their presettlement cogpositlon. Chesnut is, of 
course, now extinct. Wlldlife includes an increasingly urbanized population of 
mammals such as racwn, squirrel, fox, chipmunk, rabbit, opossum, beaver, skunk, and 
deer. There is a large and varied population of song-birds. Migaratory waterfowl, 
osprey, and bald eagles are often sighted. A wide vartgty of habitats exists here, 
depending upon landscape features, availablllty of water, and microclimate? Areas of 
unusual environmental interest include Black Pond on !he Madeira School site below 
Difficult Run and the Scotts Run Nature Presewe. In recent years efforts have been 
made to mstock the Potomac at Great Falls with anadrlpous fish. 

, John C.Reed Jr., Robert S. Slgafoos, and George W. Fisher,The River and the Rocks; 7he Geologlc Story of Graet Falls 
and Me POmmac River Goq0, (U.S. Gmloglcal Survey Bulletin 7471: rqprlnt, Washlngton, D.C.: Parks and fllstory 
Assoclatlon, 1984,1900) 4-7. 
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The mouth of Pimmit Run was a fishing, trading, and transportation point forNative 
Americans, early English explorers and Colonial settle~is alike. Captain John Smith in 
4608 and Henry Fleete in 1632 had remarked upon the ,abundance of natural resources. 
Fleete established an f nglish trading center for northelm furs here at the head of 
Potomac navigation. The earliest road here probably fpllowed a pre-settlement trade 
route circumventing the Great Falls, and was little more than a beaten path winding its 
way through the terrain in the most comfortable and direct way possible. Such a trail 
would only have accommodated a man on foot or on h,orseback. A public ferry and 
ordinary or drovers' inn were operating here by 1737, qnd may have been established 
by 1720. These were followed by Thomas Lee's tobaccjo warehouse in 1747. The Falls 
Rolling Road from Falls Church, and the Sugarlands Rgillng Road from above the Great 
Falls served Lee's warehouse. The Sugarlands Rolling Road, by the time of the 
American Revolution, had become a well-traveled routg maintained under the authority 
of the Fairfax County Court. Philip Richard Fendail anq Lewis Hipkins acquired 
property here in 4789, and by 1803 had established a ryerchant mill, brewery and 
distillery, By 1815 this property had been acquired by Georgetown merchant Edgar 
Patterson, who operated a paper mill, flour mill, wool fpctory, and stone quarries at the 
site. 

As planning began for the new Federal City, a group oli Georgetown merchants 
launched a capitalized venture which wouid link the pqrt of Georgetown with the trade 
of the western frontier. In 1791 the Georgetown Bridgq Company was incorporated in 
Maryland to build a toll bridge over the Potomac River at or near Georgetown. By 1795 
the site had been selected and construction was under,way at the mouth of Pimmit Run 
where the old ferry connected with the Sugarlands Rollling Road. The directors of the 
Georgetown Bridge Company petitioned the Maryland Mssernfily to open a toll road 
between Georgetown and the new bridge. The latter, cplled the Falls Bridge, opened for 
business in July of 1797. 

The Falls Bridge Turnpike Company was incorporated by the Commonwealth of Virginia 
on February t8, 181 3. The new company was charged >with establishing a "...Turnpike 
Road, commencing at any point on the route laid down for the Leesburg Turnpike 
Road, and extending, towards the Fall's Bridge, as far gs the boundary of the district of 
Columbia, in such direction as to the stockholders of the said company may seem most 
expedient, having regard to the quality of the ground oiwer which the said road passes 
and to the shortness of distance.'' The route selected followed the Sugarlands Rolling 
Road from the present Fairfax County boundary to Difficult Run and from Difficult Run 
extended directly toward Drane's Tavern on the propospd Leesburg Turnpike Road. 
Construotion was to begin within two years and complgted within ten years after it was 
begun. 1 he Commonwealth required-- 

, Acts of the Virginia Assemb/y[herelnafter cited as Acts], 1813, ch.XXXIX, 57. 
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... the president and directors to make bridges over alj the water courses crossing the 
ssid road where they shall be found necessary, and yhall make the said road flfty feet 
in width, twenty feet of which shall be covered with g,rwel or stone in such places as 
shall requlre it, so as to render the passage of waggyns thereon as easy and convenient 
ae possible ... the whole length of said road, and the rqsldue of the breadth thereof shall 
be Improved and kept in proper state of repalr as a symmer road, for the use of horse 
and foot passengers at all times of the year; that a syfficient ditch be cut on each side 
of the mad ...' 

In June, 1813, the U. S. Congress incorporated the Geyrgetown and Leesburg Turnpike 
Company to build the road in the District of Columbia from Falls and Water Streets in 
Georgetown to the Fairfax County boundary to meet the road of the Falls Bridge 
Turnpike Company. Construction standards required by Congress were considerably 
more stringent than those specified by the Commonwealth, requiring a road no less 
than sixw feet wide overall, the paved portion to be-- 

... at least twenty-four feet in breadth, throughout the whole length thereof, to be made 
an artlflcfal road of stone, gravel or other hard substa,nce, of sufficient depth or 
thickness to secure a solid and firm road, with the sueace as smooth as the materials 
wlll admit, and so nearly level that It shall in no case vise or fall more than an angle of 
four degrees with a horizontal line; and the said road shall thereafter be kept In good 
and perfect mpalr; and wheresoever upon the said roqd any brldge shall be deemed 
necessary, the same shall be built of sound and suitaple materials. lo 

The terrain of the Potomac piedmont plateau over whish the road would pass was often 
too mountainous to allow uniform adherence to either the standards of either the 
Commonwealth or the Congress. The need to obtain cpnstruetion materials and 
provisions for the men and horses employed on the wyrk from the adjacent countryside 
was also a hindrance. The road was, in addition, financed at first entirely by private 
venture aapital, and its progress subject to unanticipat~d fluctuations in the economic 
health &the region and the young nation. The turnpikp companies conformed to the 
above sp,ecifications to the extent possible under these conditions, and the road was 
completed as far as Difficult Run in the fall of 1819. By this time the Commonwealth 
had created a Fund for Internal Improvements adminisered by a Board of Public Works 
allowing the Commonwealth to participate in internal improvement ventures financially, 
as well a$ in a regulatory sense. 

John Ma$on Jr., president of the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company, described the eight 
mile long finished segment of the road in Fairfax Counw to the Virginia Board of Public 
Works i n  his 1820 report as follows-- 

, Acts, 1843, ch. XXXIX, 68. 

,, U.S. s i a t . ~ t ~ t a < 3 , c h . + z , 1 6 .  
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The road from the boundary llne of the District of Colpmbia to Difficult run, . :. 
comprising a distance of about 8 miles, is completed, together wlth a substantial bridge 
across said run. This bridge is 220 feet long, and 20 feet wide; It stands on two large 
stone abutments, and three stone piers 18 feet high; 19 further supported by three 
ranges of chains, extending from end to end, resting pn the stone piers; and has 
supports of strong upright tlmbers between the piers where necessary. The road is so 
graduated as In no instance to exceed 4 degrees ascqnt; its whole width is 35 feet: The 
summer road is 15 feet, and that which Is paved 20 fept. This paving is done with large 
stone, closely fitted together, 12 inches deep in the cgntre, falling off to 6 inches on 
the sides, and covered with broken stone 6 inches depp from side toaide; making 18 
inches stone In the centre, and twelve inches on the qides; the whole is covered with 
sand, gravel or clay, as was found most convenient, 

Tha country through whlch this road passes, was In many places scant of materials 
proper for road maklng; and Is extremely rough and enen mountainous. Many culverts 
and archw were accordingly necessary to afford the waters passages, which should not 
injure the road. The sums required to overcome thesv dlfficultles, together with the 
levelling of hills, filling deep ravines, and building the bridge above-mentioned, have 
been so considerable as to exceed the funds of the cqmpany ... I1 

The road construction went beyond the initial Common,wealth requirements. Testimony 
during a chancery court case for payment of a subcont~actor building the road in the 
extremely challenging Difficult Run section suggests that work on the road overall was 
not always done in strict conformance with contract. 4onstruction conditions were, as 
Mason recounts, very difficult in some parts of the road. An engineer's drawing, filed 
with the court ease, and submitted during the depositigns of three men who worked on 
the road, does show the width of the completed road ty be 35' with 20' paved, as 
measured on 30 July 1824, the day these depositions were taken. Zedechiah Kidwell 
contracted with the turnpike company to complete the qisputed work. In his deposition 
on July 23, 1824, he stated that his contract required th;at the road "was to be formed 
35 feet in width, and to be bedded 20 feet wide, 6 inch- on the edge, and 12 inches In 
the center and a strata of broken stone on the same 6 ipches deep, to be broke to pass 
through a 3 inch ring, and not exceeding fine." He further testified that the wall built 
from the west abutment of the bridge to support the royd bank was only 6 to 8 rods but 
should be 20 rods in length, an average 20' high and at least 10' thick at the bottom, 
and 2 112' at the top. The highest point of the wall coukd, by contract, not exceed 80' 
from the bed of Difficult Run to the summit of the road.12 

,, Falla Bridge f urnplke Company, "Correspondence, Reports, etc. 1818-182f~," Board of Publlc Works, Box 264, Archives, 
Llbraty of Vlrglnla. 

,, Deposltlon ot Zedeklah Kldwell, Reuben Romee & John Slnclair vs /,?/chard Ratcllffe B Samuel Ralellffe, Fairfax 
Chancery Flnal Film, A, 1&2 {July 23, 1824). 
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The road received hard usage and no normal maintenapce during the Civil War. 
Abandoned by the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company, it was turned over to the newly 
created Pairfax County Board of Supervisors to be maiyltained in the eighteenth century 
manner by the conscripted labor of those who lived alyng its route. Funds for such 
things aa bridge replacement were raised through taxapion. Long distance 
transportation became the province of the railroads, au8d the Georgetown Pike fell into 
extreme disrepair. Dissatisfaction with the excesses ~f the railroad and the advent of 
automobfle travel led to the incorporation of the Washlpgton, Great Falls & Dranesville 
Highway Company in 1920. The prospectus of this nep corporation.described the road 
as 'Impadsable.' The company did not believe sufficie~t funds could be raised to build 
a 'first class modern highway,' and planned 'to retain tq a large extent the old stone bed 
and resutface the same, making a substantial and permilanent Righway.'13 

Manning Gasch, son of the company's treasurer, Hermpn E. Gasch, was four years old 
in 1915 when he first traveled over the Georgetown Pikp in a horse and buggy kept by 
his father in a Georgetown livery stable. He rememberis that the road was relatively 
smooth between Chain Bridge and Langley Fork. Joseph Leiter, the company's vice 
president, had improved the road from Chain Bridge to his own entrance drive on the 
present CIA site. From Langley Fork to the Gasch property, on Georgetown Pike at 
Prospect Hill opposite Madeira School, the road was vary rough. Large rocks or 
sprawls ranging from fist to head size, lay on the surfa~e of the road. There were 
abundant potholes. Using the dlrt 'summer road' or 'shun pike' at either side of the 
paved road made the trip in the steel-tired buggy more comfortable." 

The charter granted by the Board of Supervisors to the Washlngton, Great Falis, 8 
Dranesvilte Highway Company required a road 30' wide, surfaced with stone, sand and 
gravel nat less than 12' wide.l6 Gasch recalls that whet) the road was rebuilt in 
4920,"the old road bed had to be plowed up with a mulp drawn plow; the fills and cuts 
were made with scoops drawn by mules. The road was rolled by a steam roller. Finally, 
there were two applications of tar--one on the heavy ropk and one on the chip." 
Construction was wefl underway in 1922, and the road yvas largely in operation by 
August 1823. Two toll gates were erected. One was or11 the Burling property west of 
Swinks Mill Road and east of Scott's Run. The second was near Cornwell Farm east of 
Leigh Mill Road. The road included a spur into the property which is now Great Falls 
Park. Thb part of the road gave access to the parking lot and to a quarry on the Great 
Falls Power Co. property. Gasch recalls that the latter ;was a better source of rock than 

,, The Washlngton, Great Falb and Dranesville Hlghway Company, Incorpo~aCd. "Prospectus." Sanders Family Papers. 

,, Mannlng Gasch. "Recollections of the Georgetown Plke and Its Environs." Gasch Famlly Papers, 23. 

,, H m a n  E W c h  et al. vs The Washlngion, Great Falls & Dranesville Hlghu,vay Company, incorporated and Natlonal Bank 
of Fdirbx, Chancery 281, Falrfax County Court (11-16-33). 
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the original quarry at the Mill Pond site on Difficult RUI~."' 

Although its paved surface was narrower than that of the original Georgetown Pike, the 
road was solidly rebuilt for automobile traffic by public-spirited citizens at minimal cost. 
The summer roads continued to be used by travelers dn foot or horseback and by 
horse-drawn vehicles as long as these were in general use.17 The Washington, Great 
Falls & Dranesville Highway Company was forced into ;receivership during the 
depression due to circumstances beyond their control. In 1934 the Georgetown Pike, 
with a title free and clear, was accepted into the ~ i rg in ia  secondary road system under 
the Byrd Act. It was designated a primary road in 19481. 

Since acquisition by the Commonwealth, the road has been paved to its original 20'. 
The summer roads have been largely filled and closed 'with inconvenient and often 
deadly consequences to horses and riders. Public safdty improvements, such as 
straightening the entrance to Leigh Mill Road, have beln made in recent years in 
response to continued serious accidents. The Gaorgetbwn Pike today is a scenic rural 
road with high volume commuter traffic to Leesburg add beyond. It has never met the 
AASHTO requirements for a road in the Virginia primarfi system. An attempt has been 
made to meet these standards through construction of acceleration, deceleration and 
center turn lanes, and the addition of light standards ad some intersections 
similar to those used on a divided highway. In mast cdses these changes have been 
not only inappropriate but unneeded and often dangerdus. In a recent VDOT study 
mandated by the Virginia Assembly, it was recommended that the Georgetown Pike be 
granted historic and scenic rural road status allowing &xceptions to the AASHTO 
regulations under Section 106 of the National Historic firesewation Act and the 
lntermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991. 

- - - 

,, Op. cit., 6,7. 

,, Marlan Reld, Interview by Tanya Beauchamp, December l995. 
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RESOURCE INVENTORY 

The Georgetown Pike in Arlington and FairFax Counties1 extends 14.73 miles from the 
District of CoIumbiaNirginia boundary at Chain Bridge 'to the intersection of Routes 193 
and 7 near Dranesville. It includes only the VDOT-mainltained right-of-way, varying from 
35' to 50' in width. As is the case with many old roads accepted into the Virginia 
Secondary System under the Byrd Act of 1932, there is no existing survey of the right- 
of-way. VDOT determines boundaries, as necessary, In1 the field. The 35' to 50' width 
calculated above is determined from archival records.  h he Georgetown Pike bisects 
the Langley Fork Historic District which contributes to 'its significance. The Langley 
Toll House is the original Georgetown Pike toll house. 

m .  Conttr b m u  Features. 

Abandoned section of Georgetown Pika from the west bate of the CIA to Route 193. 
All junctures with country lanes and old roads. 
All remaining sections of the original summer roal 
Original drainage system. 
Original stone retaining walf at Pimmit Run. 

6 &l- - 
Orlginal stone and brick bridge, now a viaduct, ov 

Features. 
I 

br p ~ ~ , y d  kh* ah J 
y Madison B o W d  (Route 123). The .93 m 

between the access ramps to the George Washinr ifolv Go%$ &(p 
exit of the Central intelligence ~ g e n c ~ .  The west &?&. /ZMp 
old Georgetown Plke roadbed. The adjacent cout d44e9 L ~ L O  
Farms, still in agrkultural use. 

A0 (flu +%-& ' &-7Ft f& 
* I  

Gear-a. The .27 mile sect ic f l 'Gk.  A&-U lo -4 
Boulevard, Including turn lanes to entrance of Tu 
section of thls runs in the original Georgetown P h. 

Geometown Pikg (Route 193). The .53 mile section of dlivided highway providlng 
access ramps to the Capital Beltway (Route 495). The keorgetown Pike is carried 
across the Capital Beltway on a bridge constructed at tlhe original grade level and there 
is minimal interruption of visual continuity. Ball's HIH $toad (Route 686) Intersects 
Georgetown Pike in the southeast quadrant of the interichange. 

G8or-n PIke (Route 19.3). The .t5 mile section of dlivided highway access to the 
Leosburg Pike (Route 7). 
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Statement of Sianificance 

The Georgetown Pike in Arlington and Fairfax Countied, Virginia, runs parallel to the 
scenic gorge of the Potomac River, beginning at the hlad of navigation, circumventing 
the Little Falls and Great Falls, and contextually link in^ an unusual number of historic 
and environmental sites. The commercial potential of this route was known and 
exploited from the earliest days of English exploration land settlement in Virginia. 
Its history embodies the ideals and aspirations of that Ivisionary group of early 
entrepreneurs--including Thomas Lee, Philip Ludwell LCe, Richard Henry 'Light Horse 
Harry' Lee, George Washington, and John Mason--who hoped to establish 
manufacturing and shipping centers on the Potomac in1 Virginia and in the new Federal 
City, and develop a trade route to access the rich reso~hrces of Northern Virginia and 
the Ohio frontier. Its extended history illustrates the dlwelopment of roads and road 
law in the Commonwealth from Native American path tb the present primary road 
system of the Virglnia Department of Transportation. bne of the earliest and longest 
operating toll roads in the Virginia Turnpike System, thte Georgetown Pike typifies a 
continuing tradition of publiclprlvate cooperative entebprise in internal improvements 
in the Commonwealth, and illustrates developing apprdaches to their funding, 
construction, maintenance, administration, and regulatbn. Built according to strict 
standards for construction and maintenance set by the U. S. Congress and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia when the Georgetown and L!eesburg Turnpike Company and 
the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company were chartered in 11813, the road has been 
maintained and improved largely withln its original roadbed and today retains its 
historic design integrity. Designated in 1973 as the firdt Virginia Scenic Byway, it is the 
last remaining of the four major nineteenth century Failrfax County turnpike roads to 
retain integrity of design together with historic and scenic character. 

op  
The Georgetown Pike meets National Register ~ri teri$h for its association with early J' 
commercial development in Fairfax and Arlington Counkies, the development of roads 
and road law in Virginia, the history of the Virginia Turhplke System, the extended 
tradition of publiclprivate cooperative enterprise in intelmal improvements in Virginia, 
the history of agriculture and rural life in Northern VirgBnia, the cultural influence of the 
automobile in Northern Virginia, the development of scbnic tourism, and the 
presewatlon of the historical and environmental resourtces of the Potomac River valley. 
It meets Criteria C because it embodies the distinctive :characteristics of turnpike 
construction in Virginia in the first half of the nineteendh century. 
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Mouth of P m i t  R U ~ . ?  . In the 
summer of 1608 Captain John Smith led an expedition in the exploration of the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Entering the Potohac River on June 16, the party 
became the first Englishmen to explore Northern VirgiAia. Sailing up-river to the head 
of navigation, presumably at Little Falls, Smith recordled his observations of the river, 
its people, and natural resources. He traded with Natltfe Americans for furs and for 
provisions, including venison, bear, and corn. He mafiteled at the quantity of fish, 
describing them as-- 

J 

... lying so thlcke with their heads above the water, as for want of nets (our 
barge drlving amongst them) we attempted to catch them with a frying 
pan: but we found it a bad instrument to catch flsh wlith: neither better fish, 
more plenty, nor more variety for seat fish, had any o1f Us ever seene In any 
place so swlmming in the water.'' 

Although he searched for gold, and although gold was commercially mined below Great 
Falls in the early twentieth centuryZ: Smith found none! In 1612 he published the first 
map of Virginia. The thoroughness of his observation& made this map an invaluable 
resource then and now. 

The fur trade, licensed and controlled from England, whs soon flourishing. Henry 
Fleete recounts in his Journal a voyage in the fall of 16131 to the head of Potomac 
navigation below Little Falls to establish overland tradfi routes with the Susquehannocs 
and other upper Potomac Valley tribes. He describes tlhe location as follows-- 

Thls place without all questlon is the most pleasant ahd healthful place In all this 
country, and most convenient for habitation, the air tdmperate in summer and not violent 
In winter. It aboundeth with all manner of flsh. The lhdians In one night commonly will 
catch thirty sturgeons in a place where the rlver is ndt above twelve fathom broad. 
And as for deer, buffaloes, bears, turkeys, the woods 'do swarm with them and the sol1 is 
exceedingly fertile: but above this place the country ih rocky and mountalnous Itke 
Cannida. '' 

,, In surnrnarIzlng the historical context of the sudy area I have relled I'lpon the "Fairfax County Herttage Resource 
Management Plan" (NPS RP-3) prepared by Betsy Chlttendon, st. al., wlth Sudan I.Henry as project coordlnawr, 1908, as well 
as the excellent scholarly research of Fairfax Harrlson in hls deffnltlve Landdarks o f  Old Prlnce Wllllam, Benyvllle, Virglnla: 
Chesapeake Baak Company,l964. 

,, Henry Fleet, "Brlel Journal..." [1633J,Nwthern Meek of V/qlnla Historleal~Mngaxine, 6 no. 1 (1966) 479-89. 

, Walter A. G&, FaIrfax Gold Fever,@ 1982. 

, John smith, The Complete Works of John Smith, 3 v o l a . ,  aditeh by Phiilip L. Barbour, Chapel B i l l t  
University of North Carolina prmee, 1986. 
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Archeologist Stephen Potter has explained the prehistdhric commercial importance of 
the locatlon as follows-- 

During the late winter and early sprlng, anadromous fdsh, like herring, leave the salt 
water of the Atlantic Ocean and Chesapeake Bay to sbawn in fresh water. This cycle 
has been repeated annually In the area below the Grefat Falls of the Potomac River since 
at least 1500 5.C. Prehbtoricaliy, the number and vahety of anadrornous fish making 
this journey was much greater and included the oncelubiquitous sturgeon. 22 

The Northern Neck Proprietaw. The Upper Potomac Rllver area of ~ i l i n ~ t o n  and 
Fairfax Counties through which Georgetown Pike runs was included In the Northern 
Neck Proprietary patented In 1649 by the exiled King Clharles II to a group of his loyal 
supporters. The latter included John, tord Culpepsr. ?he patent was recorded In 1662, 
after the Restoration, creating an English manor. In 161~1 the Second Lord Culpeper 
became Sole Proprietor of the Northern Neck. lord Cullpeper died in 1689. His 
daughter Catherine married Thomas, Fifth Lord Fairfax iin t690. Lord Fairfax became 
actively involved in the management of the Proprietary. The Land Office for the 
Northern Neck was created in 1690, and, in 1702, he ap ointed Robert Carter of i" Carotoman as Agent. tord FairFax died in 1705 and in 1710 Catherine, Lady Fairfax, 
inherited the Northern Neck Proprietary. Catherine rephced Carter with London 
merchant Edmund Jennings and his nephew Thomas Llee, fourth son of the second 
Richard Lee of Mount Pleasant in Westmoreland Counqr. Lee, twenty-one years old 
when appointed, acted as Resident Manager for Lady Flairfax from 1713 to 1716, signing 
grants and traveling throughout the Proprietary. Jennihgs took over Lee's duties in 
1716. The Land Office was closed upon Catherine's dehth in 1719. The trustee for 
Catherine's young son, Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax and Baron Cameron, reappointed 
Robert Carter as Agent in 1722. After Carter's death in 1733 the Land Office was 
abolished by Lord Fairfax.'' 

The first grant in the Upper Potamac River area of Fairfhx County was made to Daniel 
McCarty (1679-1724) in 1709. Known as The SugarlandL because of the presence of a 
grove of native sugar maples, it was located abovethe isreat Falls of the Potomac in 
what Is now the Seneca Road area between DranesviIle and the river at what is now the 
border between Fairfax and Loudoun Counties. UcCarty was Thomas Lee's neighbor in 
Westmoreland County and later married his sister Ann Lee, widow of the second 
William Fitzhugh. McCarty represented Westmoreland i~ounty in the Virginia Assembly 
unttl his death in 1724. The second grant was made in 1716 to Alexander Scott, parson 
of the Ovennrharton Parish. Thls grant included 946 acfes on the south side of Scott's 

Stephen R. Potter, Commoners, Tribute, and Chlefs: The Development of !4lgonqulan Culture in the Potomae Valley, 
Charlottesvllla and London: University Press of Virglnla, lQQ3, p. 107. 
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Run from its head to the Potomac, supplemented a marnth later by a grant of 770 acres 
on the upper side of Pimmit Run. In 1719 grants were made to Thomas Lee which 
included 2600 acres on the Potomac between Pimmit kun and Dead Run in the present- 
day LangleylMcLean area. Lee also acquired 4500 acrds along Difficult Run. In 1724 
George Turberville was granted 3,402 acres on the Potbmac between the grants of Lee 
and Scott. Other smaller grants followed. Robert Cader died in 1733. Thomas, Sixth 
Lord Fairfax, came to Virginia in 1736 to take administ~patlon of his lands into his own 
hands. He found that Robert Carter had misused his position to acquire an estimated 
300,000 acres of the Northern Neck Proprietary in his dwn right. Lord Fairfax ordered 
an end to the Proprietor's grants, replacing these with I~roprietor's Manors. The 
Proprietary Office was placed in charge of his nephew'~ill1arn Fairfax and located at 
Belvoir. The Great Falls Manor was created in 1736, inlcluding 12,588 acres on the 
upper side of Difficult Run to Great Falls, and deeded do Hryan, son of William Fairfax, 
who later succeeded as the eighth Lord   air fax.^' 

s Lee I ?  690-I=. 1 homas Lee was appointed bb the Council In 1733 and sewed 
until his death in 1750. Shortly before his death he wals appointed Commander-in-Chief 
and Acting Governor. Although Lee lived all his life afc his home, Stratford Halt, in 
Westmareland County, he was a visionary leader in the1 devefopment of Northern 
Virginia. In addition to his 1719 grants, Lee eventually acquired 16,000 acres between 
the Great Falls and Goose Creek near Leesburg. His hloldings were primarily 
agricultural, but Included strategic locations with indudtrial and commercial potential 
between the Great Falls and the head of Potornac navidation beiow the Little Falls at 
Pimmit Run. Lee envisioned an industrial Virginia cityhere on a major trade route and 
shipping center. The power of the falls would be accehsed to transform the rich 
resources of the western frontler into manufactured gobds. A ferry was established 
here perhaps as early as 1720. Francis Awbrey was likensed to maintain a public ferry 
and ordinary here in 1738. In 1742 Lee's land at the mhuth of Pirnmlt Run was officially 
designated as the location of a tobacco warehouse. TWO rolling roads had their 
destlnatlon here, bringing tobacco along the Falls Roilihg Road from Falls Church in 
central Fairfax and along the Sugarlands Rolling Road horn the lands above the falls?' 

Lee's eldest son, Philip Ludwell Lee, maintained the ~ a l l k  Warehouse site until his 
death in 1775. In 1772 he advanced his father's vision, planning and chartering the 
town of Philee at the location of the tobacco warehousla?' Philip Ludwall be's death 
and the onset of the American Revolutionary War daohed the new town. Phtlee was 
never bulh, and in 1789 the last of the Lee holdings at ~ i m m i t  @n were sold to Philip J' 
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Richard Fendall of Alexandria. Fondall, together with Lewis Higkins of Fairfax, 
established a commercial center here which included a1 granary, grist mill, distillery, 
brewery, cooper's shop, blacksmith shop, and workmeh's cottagesn Philip Ludwell 
Lee's son-in-law, General 'Light Horse Harry' Lee, joineld George Washington in his 
Patowmack Canal venture. The town of Matildaville wab chartered in 1790 on land of 
Bryan Fairfax at the Great Falls of the Potomac. The tdbacco warehouse was moved 
here from Pimmit Run in 1792 as the area now known As Arlington County was ceded 
to the District of Columbia. Developed by Lee, MatiIda*iille quickly became a focus of 
commercial activity. The new town included a grist mill, sawmill, iron works, inn, 
stores, shops, ice house and residential properties. MAtildaville's fortunes were, 
however, closely tled to those of the Patowmack Canal, and declined when its rights 
and assets were transferred to the proposed Chesapealke & Ohio Canal following 
bankruptcy proceedings in 1830.28 

-a Rollina Road. The Northern Neck land gramits to McCarty (1709), Scott 
(1716) and Lee (1719) were of land then still in frontier Iterritory. It was not until 
Spotswood's Treaty of Albany in t722 and the subsequbnt withdrawal of the Iroquois 
beyond the Blue Ridge that the upper Potomac lands Mere open to settlement and 
immigratl~n.~' McCarty's Sugarlands grant was to be the site of the first of the Virginia 
tobacco plantations beyond the Great Falls of the Potobac. The Sugarlands Rolling 
Road, bringing tobacco from the Sugarlands to the heald of Potomac navigation below 
Little Falls at the mouth of Plmmit Run, was mentioned; in correspondence between 
Carter and Lee in 1728. John Warner's 1739 plat of Faiirfax's Great Falls Manor shows 
a road through the surveys of John Grant and John Colrill. The 'Sugarlands Rowling 
Road' is cited in John Grant's contemporaneous grantm~sO This road appears to have 
folIowed the trail west from the mouth of Plmmit Run tb Difficult Run in approximately 
the path of the present Georgetown Pike. It then procdeded along the south side of 
Difficult Run to a ford at Bridge Run, commercial corridor between the upland 
plantations and Lee's Falls Warehouse. 

1's Gap Road. As early as 1699 an Indian trail frofn Hunting Creek to Vestal's Gap 
in the Blue Ridge had been known and used by English1 settlers and traders. After the 
Hunting Creek tobacco warehouse was established in 1i732, this trail also became a 
rolling road. It followed a natural ridge to Difficult Run and became known as the main 
road of Fairfax County. It is shown running all the way' to Vestal's Gap on the earliest 

Ludwsll Lee Montague, "Thomas Lee at the Spout of the Potornec,"Arlln&n Hlsforlcal Magazine, 4 (2) : p. 34. 

Harrlaon, 669. 

Hardson, 149-60. 

Harrison, 480-83, WO-12. 
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extant map of Fairfax County. Attributed to Daniel Jen'nings, Surveyor of Faidax 
County, this unsigned map was drawn ca. 17451748 pboposing the boundaries of the 
new Truro parish. The first chapel of ease of Truro pahish was located on this road and 
known successiveIy as New Church, Upper Church, and, by 1755, Falls Church. The 
first Felrfax County courthouse was also located on thbs road in 1742 at Spring Field, 
near what is now Tyson's Corner. The lateral roads wdre developed from this main 
road included a road, now Old Chain Bridge Road, fronh the Springfield Courthouse to 
the Fa Is Warehouse and a road from the Falls Church 'to the Falls Warehou~e.~' 
Joshu ry and Peter Jefferson's 1755 map of Virginia and Maryland show the Vestal's ./ 
Gap ro k d running from a juncture with the Potomac Pdth at Cameron's Ordinary near 
Alexandrla, past McCarty and other plantation owners, lin whar(is now Loudoun County k-', 

and on through Vestal's Gap to Wlnchester. George Wbst's map of 1757 shows the 
boundary line between Fairfax County and the newly ctkeated toudoun C~unty.~'  

a A s s e w .  The earltest Virginia road laws required 
individual land owners to maintain paths through their lproperty by erecting gates in 
fences, marklng paths with notches and keeping the pdths free of vegetation. In q662 a 
general road law was enacted which required roads to Ibe laid out connecting the 
county courts and parishes with each other and with Jhmestown. North of Potomac 
Creek this road followed an lndlan trail known as the Pbtomac Path. By the end of the 
seventeenth century this road had been extended north) of the Occoquan River into that 
part of Prince Wiliiarn County which would soon beconcle Fairfax County. The Potomac 
Path, as noted above, met the Vestal's Gap Road at Hulnting Creek near Alexandria. 

By an act of 1748 the county courts were given authorilty to build and maintain roads 
connecting the City of Williamsburg, the court houses, 'the parish churches, and all 
public mills and ferries. The act required that "...all such roads and highways now 
made, or hereafter to be made, shal! at all times be ke@t well cleared, from woods, 
bushes, and other obstructions, and all roots well grublb'd up, thirty feet broad at the 
least..." Fines were imposed for felling trees or buildind fences across roads. When 
alterations to existing roads or cfearing for a new road 'was contemplated, three 
persons were to be appointed by the court to "...view the lands whereon the said roads 
are proposed to be cleared, or altered ..." and make recbmmendations to the court as to 
the "...conveniences and inconveniences ..." thereof. TRe county courts were required 
to build convenient connecting roads to public places from county to county. A 
substantlal fine of two thousand pounds of tobacco wab to be paid by any county court 
refusing to comply. The county courts were also to di3ide the public roads into 
precincts and appoint a surveyor for each precinct to Ihy out and maintain the roads 

Ibid. 

, Rlchard W. Stephenson, The Cartography of Nomem Virginia, Fairtax County, Vlrginla: Office of Comprehensive Planning, 
Hlatory and Archaeology Sectlon, 1981, pp. 26-26. 
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annually or whenever necessary. The act provided that-- 

... all male labouring persons, being tithable, shall whdn required attend such 
surveyor, and assist him in laying out, clearing, and rbpairlng roads in his precinct, 
except such who are masters of two or more tithable lmale labouring slaves, who 
are hereby declared exempted from personal service, lor attendance: But every 
other tlthable frw male labouring person, falling to attend with proper tools, when 
required by such surveyor, or refusing to work when there, or not providing and 

sending another person to work in hls room..?3 

would be fined flve shillings. Surveyors would be finedl fifteen shillings for failure to 
perform. 

The act also provided for the construction and maintemnce of bridges and causeways 
by the surveyors and laboring tithables. The bridges &ere to be "twelve feet broad, at 
the least, level and passable, which shall be kept in repair, from time to time..." Each 
surveyor was given authority to "...cut and take, from oiff the lands of any person next 
adjacent to such bridge or place, such, and so much tihber only, as shall be 
necessary ..." The condemnation of timber and stone Was to be witnessed by two 
householders and reimbursed by the county court. If the work was beyond the 
capacity of the surveyor and his laboring tithables, the #county courts were authorized 
to contract for the work. The courts were also required to cooperate with each other 
where appropriate. Mill dams over which a public road passed were required to be no 
less than twelve feet at the top, with strong rails along !their entire length. Provision 
was also made for erection of a post or stone at each Grossroad "...with plain 
Inscriptions thereon, In large letters, directing to the m6st noted place to which each of 
the said joining roads leads ..." The act, whlch took effelct on June 10, 1751, set forth 
means of enforcement for all of the above provisions, ilncluding the amount of fines.J4 

The earliest surviving Fairfax County court order books1 show much attention being 
1789 to the maintenance and c'onstruction of the Vestals Gap 
secondary roads. Court ordeh divided long distance roads wN 

for local maintenance by those living alohg the road. On the Vestals 
1750's precincts ran from the courthouke at Spring Field to Difficult 

Run to Sugarlands Run, and from Slgarlands Run to Broad Run. 
This system of construction and maintenance of roads 'through use of the conscripted 
labor of those living along the roads was grudgingly ac'cepted and inadequate for 
heavily traveled long distance roads. As traffic and, chnsequently, maintenance 

Wllllam Wallar Henlng, editor, The Statutes at Large; Being a Colleetlon of 411 the Laws of Virglnla, From the First Session 
of the Legislature in  the Year I679,1819 (Rlchmand, Vlrglnla: Franklin Presd), VI, Ch. XXVIII, 64-6. 
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requirements increased, the system began to fail. In desperation the Alexandria 
merchants, whose commerce depended upon the roadls to the mountains, petitioned 
the Assembly repeatedly after 1765 for enforcement of'the road law or adoption of the 
toll system on these roads. The act of 1772 reeognirekl the problem, noting-- 

Whereas the publlc roads leading from the north wesltern parts of thlr colony to the 
towns of Alexandria and Colchester in the county of kalrfax by means of the great 
number of waggons which use the same, are renderehi almost impassable, and the 
ordinary method of keeping them in repair, as at prehnt by law established, is not only 
insufficient, but exceedingly burthensome to th6se who are erhployed therein ... 36 

The act directed the courts of Fairfax, Loudoun, Berkeky and Frederick Counties to 
raise money through an annual tax, with trustees appolinted to administer these funds, 
maintain the roads, and keep them open. Thomson Mason, Francis Peyton, John 
Hough, Israel Thompson, Bryan Fatrfax, William Ramsaly, Alexander Henderson, Edward 
Payne, John Vestal, and Edward Snickers were appoinlted trustees. They replaced the 
surveyors on these roads, though, like the surveyors, hey  llved along the roads and 
had a Rnancial Interest in long-distance transportation. Bryan Fairfax lived at Towlston 
Grange on the Vestal's Gap oad between the old coudhouse and Difficult Run. The old 
Sugarlands Rolllng road had $ un through his land. The Vestal's Gap Road could now 
be administered as a long-distance road rather than as1 a series of neighborhood roads, 
with commercial interests considered a priority. All other provisions of the earlier road 
act remained in effect, including the use of conscr~pted labor. Enforcement was 
strengthened. Conditions improved briefly until the priorltles of the Revolutionary War 
took precedence. 

The poor condition of the post-war roads was noted In a 1782 Vlrginia road act-- 

Whereas the roads from the passes In the mountain eommonly called the Blue Ridge 
to the seat of government, and to other sea-port tow&, and from one sea-port town to 
another, are so indlrect and unflxed that great dlfFiculky and expence hath arose to the 
good people of this commonwealth travelling thereon, a5 well as gmatty encreasing 
the public charge of carriage ... 38 

Privately financed surveys of these roads were authoriked which would be presented to 
the Assembly for consideration in laying out more dlrekt routes. In I785 the Assembly 
renewed the Act of 1772, giving the trustees authorlty Ilo improve roads, erect toll-gates 
and collect The following year authorization wak given for straightening certain 

- - 

,, Henlng, VLII, 548-62. 

Henlng, XI, Ch. XI. 

Henlng,XII, Ch. XXX. 
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long-distance roads including the roads from Vestal's And Snicker's Gap to Alexandria. 
This act also provlded that "...no county court shall halve power, by any order or 
proceeding, to alter or change the ground or course..."' of these r ~ a d s . ~ ' ~ h e  Faidax 
County court orders of 1789 refer to the Great Road frhm Leesburg to Alexandria rather 
than to the Vestal's Gap Road or to the earlier precincts. The 1785 Act represented an 
improvement, but was not completely successful in its administration. It was amended 
on December 2, 1787, together with the act for straightbning roads. The new road law 
observed that these acts had-- 

.,,In many Instances proved oppressive in their operabion, in exacting tolls from 
great numbers of people who derive no benefit from the turnpikes; in directing the 
sum of sixty pounds to be levied annually for three ydars upon the counties of 
Fairfax, Loudoun, Berkeley, and Frederick, respective#)!, for the purpose of repairing 
certaln roads not used by numbers of the Inhabitants of the same; in compelling 
hands to work upon the said roads whose place of aBode is at an unreasonable 
dlstance from them, and in the extensive and unconthuled powers vested in the 
commissioners appointed by the said acts..?' 

The act provided for relief from tolls for local travel and from the county tax for 
maintenance of the roads. No one who lived more thah three miles from the roads 
would be required to work upon them, a commissioner representing the interests of 
each county would be added to the original trustees, a~hd persons whose land was to 
be condamned would be allowed a hearing to determink whether the public interest 
outweighed the private interest in each case. It was nal longer feasible to administer a 
primarily long-distance commercial highway as a local 'road with maintenance by local 
conscripted labor. In 1792 a private company in Pennslylvania was chartered to 
Improve and maintain the 'great road' between Philadeltphia and Lancaster for profit. 
'Paved with stone and overlaid with gravel,' this road Nlas completed in 1796. Its 
success made it a model for the construction of h ighw~ys .~~  Private enterprise 
tempered by public regutation became the direction of ;internal improvements in the 
young federalist nation. 

-. In Virginia precedent for thik approach to internal 
improvements was found in the chartering of the Patohmack Company. A 1772 act to 
improve the Potomac was followed in 1784 by the incohporation of this private company 
to open the Potomac River to shipplng from Cumberlafld to the port of Georgetown. 
This was to be accomplished by removing channel obsltructions and building a series 

- 

, Henlg, XII, Ch. UO(XVII. 

, Hsnlg, XII, Ch. LXXV. 

Harrison, pp. 562-3. 
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of canals around falls. The latter included a canal with1 five locks to lower boats 
through the seventy-seven foot drop in elevation at the1 Great Falls. The company was 
organized in 1786 with General George Washington as)&sidant and James Rurnsey, 
inventor of the 'hydraulic steam jet,' as superintendent su he Patowmack Company was 
authorized to receive subscrip ions to finance its work and to charge tolls. The work 
was completed in 4802. The anal made an important lcontribution for a quarfer of a k .J 
century, opening the Potomac to western trade. in lag6 the company dissolved and its 
charter passed to the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Compfsny." 

*I 

The L e e  Tu- Corn. In 1802 the Little Rher Turnpike Company was 
incorporated to build a turnpike from Duke Street in thL town of Alexandria to the ford 
of the Little River where the old turnplke road crossed lit. On January 27, 1809, this act 
war amended to allow the company additional time and capitalization for campletfun. 
The Leesburg Turnglke Company was incorporated by $he Assembly on February 5, 
9809, to build a turnpike road from Leesburg, in Louddun County, to meet the Little 
River Turnpike. Wilson ~ a $ ~  Selden, James Moore, ~kmund Jennings, John Mcllhany, w' 
William Mains, John llttlejohn, Israel Janney, Captain 1)homas Gregg and William 
Noland were appointed commissioners to receive subskriptions in the towns of 
Leesburg, Alexandria, and Winchester. Shares were to be $SO each. The company 
would be organized when 200 shares had been bought.'42 

The Geom- COB. Scots merchants folunded Alexandria in 1749 and 
Georgetown in I751 as tobacco ports. The cornmerciall rivalry which existed between 
these two towns was intensified when both were included within the boundaries of the 
new Federal Clty. In 1791, the L'Enfant Plan showed alsite non-specific bridge over the 
Potomac River 'at or near Georgetown.' The GeogetoWn Bridge Company was 
immediately formed and incorporated in Maryland by a 'group of Georgetown 
rnerchantsm4' By 1795 this bridge was under constructibn at the ancient crossing site 
and locatlon of the old Falls Warehouse at the mouth ok Pimmit Run. The Georgetown 
Bridge Company at once applled for authorization to bdtild a toll road leading from 
Georgetown to the new bridgaU Completed in 1797, thlis was the first bridge to span 
the Potamac River in the District of The cohpany's directors advertised in 
th Columbia Mirror and Alexandria June 291, 1797- BC 

,, Gary Scott, Historian, Natlonal Capltal Region, NaUonal Park Sewlce,No/ninatlon fa the Netionel Regfsbr of Historic 
Places,October 18, 1079. 

,Acts, 1808-9, ch. UXXVlI1, p.78-83. 

, Laws of Maryland Mado and Passed st a Session of Assembly, 1791, ch. L>XXXI. 

, Maryland taw, 1796, eh. XLW. 
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The Bridge on the Potomac, near the Little Falls, will he ready for use on Monday 
next. The following tolls are to be paid for passing: 

For a Foot passenger 3 cents 
For Horses or Cattle in droves 3 cents 
For man and horse 8 cents 
For hogs or sheep in droves 2 cents 
For waggon (and team) and other four wheeled carriage 50 cents 
For carts or other two wheeled carriages 25 cents 

The locatlon at Pimrnit Run meant that the Georgetown merchants had established a 
position of commercial influence in Virginia froin which1 to compete with their 
Alexandria rivals for the western trade. This site, like Allexandria and Georgetown, was 
also within the boundaries of the new federal city, a situation which the Georgetown 
merchants were quick to turn to their advantage as the!( formed a trade aHiance with 
Leesburg, Fendall advertised in theColumbia MirroraddAlexandria Gazette on August 
16, 1796, offering his Pimmit Run manufacturing complhx for lease-- 

7 

?' 
I 

... From the mill to my landing on th otomac river, where crafts of any burden i/ 
may deliver grain, and take in flou :) It Is about 40 yarck, and from thence by water 
to Georgetown and the City of W A lngton about three miles, and to Alexandria 
about 11 mlles. This situation aided by a sufficient calpltal, will command the 
produce of a very extensive back country, where large1 quantities of wheat and 
other grain Is annually made, the distance to It being from 8 to 10 miles less, than 
to any market town upon the navigation of the Potowhack ... At the landing aforesaid 
a brldge is now bullding over the Potomac, which Is in1 great forwardness and 
probably will be finished the ensuing Fall. 

Those who subscribed to the stock of the Georgetown lbridge Company had not 
forseen that the bridge would be repeatedjy destroyed hy excessive use and Potomac . 
River floods. The bridge in use as the Falls Bridge Turhpike Road began 
was known as Chain Brldge, and this is the name by which the Falls 
to be known. 

On the August 22, 1814, as the British burned the Fedeta1 City, Dolley Madison fled the 
city separately from President Madison, crossing over tlhe Falls Bridge and spending 
the night on the Georgetown Pike at Rokeby, home of hkatilda Lee Love, granddaughter 
of Philip Ludwell ~ e e . ~  Patterson's Mill is reputed to hdve been the hiding place that 
night of certain state papers including the Declaration df Independence, the laws, a 
secret journal of Congress, and the correspondence of beneral Washington. President 
and Mrs. Madison met at Wiley's Tavern on  the old Vedtats Gap Road the following 

,Cazenove Gardner Lae, Jr., "Recollections of Matllda Lee Love,"Lee Chronlkla, ed. Dorothy Mills Parker, New York New 
York Unlverslty Press, 1964., p. 291. 
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day. Crossing Difficult Run there, they traveled through the Great Falls countryside 
toward Conn'o Ferry whore they crossec@~aryland the following day and made their / 
way back to the capital.& in to < 

B r m  Tur- Company. On February 18,1843, the Assembly passed An Act 
incorpomtlng a Company to establish a Turnpike Road,# commencing at any point on 
the route laid down for the Leesburg Turnpike Road, arlrd extending, towards f he Falls' 
Bridge, as far as the boundary of the Distrfct of Col~rnhia .~~ This toad proposed to 
divert the Leesburg Turn pike from its originally intenddd destination 4n Alexandria over 
the Little Rlver Turnpike to a destination in Georgetowrl over the Falls Bridge. Both the 
Leesburg Turnpike Company and the Little River Turnpike Company were at that time in 
financial dlffleulty. The new company was skillfully organized and capitalized by John 
Mason, son of George Mason IVY with a group of Georgbtown merchants. 
Commissioners included John Hoye, John Mason, John1 W. Bronaugh, George 
Washington Bowie and Willlam Stuart at Georgetown; Jlacob Hoffman, John Janney, 
Phineas Janney, George Deneale, Robert Young, and Ftancis Pey ton at Alexandria; 
John Littlejohn, Samuel Murry, Bernard Hough, Armisthd T. Mason, Charles Binns and 
John McCormick at Leesburg; William Tate, Thomas Gdeggs, jr. and George W. 
Humphreys at Charlestown; and Alfred H. Powell, Hen@ St. George Tucker, and Charles 
Mag ill at Winchester. 

The capitalization of the company was $60,000 with 12dO shares priced at $50 each. 
Five doliars was to be paid in cash by each investor when initially subscribing. The 
company would then draw upon the balance as construtction progressed. When 200 
shares had been subscribed the commissioners were t6 schedule, with thirty days 
public notlce, a meeting of the subscribers to elect a piresident, four directors, 
treasurer, and other necessary officers. The officers whuld serve for one year or until 
replaced. By-laws and regulations "...not inconsistent 'with the constitution and laws of 
this State or of the United States, as shall be necessary1 for well ordering and 
conducting the affairs of the said company" would be Adapted at this general meeting. 
Each investor would have one vote for each share subsbribed, but no more than a total 
of ten votes. No more than two hundred additional shalres would be allowed after the 
company was organized and the original stock certificates fssued. The company would 
then be chartered by the governor of the ~ommonwealdh as the "Falls Bridge Turnpike 
~ o m p a n y . ' ~  

&Hen C. Clark, "The Old Mllls,"Records of  the Columbia Hlslorical Soclefy, Vol. 31 (1930), pp. 81-915. Wnmlow Roper 
Hatch's "Old Roads and New Inelghts", pp.4242 Is also recommended, as Is lpaul8. Clssna's Hletotlcal and Archeologleal 
Study of the George Washington Memorial Parkway, Arlington County, Vlrglhla, Waahlngton, D.C.: NPSNCR, 1990. 

, Acts,1813, ch. XXXI. pp. 66-62. 

1, Ibld., 57. 
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The president and directors of the company were empqwered, together with "...their 
superintendents, suweyors, engineers, artists and chai,n bearers ..." to enter upon all 
lands where the road would pass and procure stone, gravel, wood, and other needed 
construction materials. Condemnation proceedings fo~r construction materiaIs were 
outlined In the act and included the option of a hearing1 by three disinterested 
freeholders appointed by a justice of the peace to insure that a fair price would be 
reached. The turnpike company was also requlred to rpinimize and repair ail damages 
caused by the removal of materials. The company was1 responsible for building bridges 
over all water courses. The road was to be fifty feet wlde with twenty feet "..covered 
with gravel or stone in such places as shall require it, go as to render the passage of 
waggons thereon as easy and convenient as possible..,," and kept "...in good and 
perfect order and repair ..." The remaining width was ti? be maintained as a summer 
road and as a road for those on foot or horseback at apy time of the year. No wagon or 
carriage was to be allowed to travel on the summer roqd between October 31 and May I 
or when the ruad was soft with rain. Adequate ditches'were to be cut at elther side of 
the road. Regulations to prevent damage to the road  ere very detailed-- 

... no waggon or any other carrlage of four wheels, at gny time shall travel on the said 
arllflclal part of the said road between the flrst day oflDecember and the first day of 
May following, wlth more than two and a half tons weight therein, where the width of 
the wheels of the sald waggon or carriage does not eyceed four Inches; and at no 
season of the year wlth more than three tons; and, where the wheels exceed that width 
and roll abova seven inches, with more than three tonjs, between the first day of 
Decamber and the first day of May following; and at n,o season of the year with more 
than four tons; and, where the wheels exceed seven ipches, and roll twelve inches, wlth 
more than four tons, between the first day of December and the first day of May 
following; and at no season of the year wlth more thap five tons; and that carts and all 
kinds of two wheeled carriages shall be regulated, as Ito burthen and width of their 
wheels, In the same proportion and ratio of those ;,of four wheels above 
specifled ... 48 

Violations were punishaMe by faw with payment of a five dollar fine, with costs. The cctnpn / 
a scale at each toll gate and1 each toll-gatherer Y 

weigh a suspicious load, and preve~lt violators from proceeding. ,/ 

was punishable with a three to Iten dollar fine, with costs. The 
I first highway traffic laws were devised-- 

... all drivers of every klnd of carrlage using the said rqad, except in passlng of a carriage 
of slower draft, shall keep their horses and cardages 110 the right hand dde of the road, 
tn the passing dlrectlon, leaving the other side free arrd clear for such other carriages 
to pass by them, or to repass; and any driver offendltrg against this grovlsion shall 
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forfeit and pay five dollars , with costs, to be recoverqd by warrant, befire any Justice of 
the peace where the offender is or shall be apprehenqed, by any person so offended; 
except such offender be a slave; in that case be shalllbe punlshed by stripes on his bare 
back not exceeding ten, at the discretion of the said j ystice of the peace, unless the fine 
be immedlataly paid." 

The Falls Bridge Turnpike Company was given two yea'ys to begin work, and ten years 
to complete it. The road was to be laid out over the sh,ortest, most direct and 
practicable route possible. The property owner was entitled to compensation for land 
taken, addltlonal fences required, and legal fees incurrqd. condemnation proceedings 
were detailed with a hearing by twelve disinterested free-holders summoned by the 
sheriff to view the site. As each one third of the road uyas completed, the Governor 
was to "appoint three skilful persons, to view and exarrdine the same ..." and report to 
him. If the road was accepted, toll gates or turnpikes sould be erected and toll- 
gatherers appointed. The foilowing tolls could be collected for every ten miles-- 

For every score of sheep, twelve cents; for every scam of hogs, twelve cents; for every 
score of cattle, twenty five cents; and so in proportlor1 for any greater or lesser number; 
for every horse six cents; for every two wheeled ridlny carrlags twelve and a half cents; 
for every four wheeled ridlng carriage twenty five cent@; for every cart or waggon, the 
wheels whereof do not exceed four inches in breadth, six cents; for every horse, mare, 
mule, gelding or ox drawing the same; if the wheels e~~ceed four inches, and are less 
than seven inches in breadth, three cents for each holae, mare, mule gelding or ox 
drawlng the same; and where the wheels exceed sevefl inches in breadth, two cents, 
for each horse, mare, mule, gelding or ox drawing the,same; and every mule or ox 
drawing any waggon or cart shalt be estimated in payl,ng the said tolls as equal to a 
horse: Provided always, that return waggons and cam shall be subject to only half 
of the above tolls.51 

If any part of the road was in need of repair for more than five days, a warrant would be 
issued to summon the person responsible for repairs tq a hearing before three 
freeholders in the presence of a justice of the peace. Hi the road was found defective, 
no tolls could be collected until repairs were made. A liine of twenty dollars would be 
levied and collected "by warrant, with costs, before a jystice of the peace; one moiety 
to the use of the poor of the county, and the other to the person prosecuting for the 
same." Stockhoiders who failed, within sixty days, to qnswer calls for funds 
subscribed were Ilable for coltectlon, with costs, throuqh the county courts. A 
complete accounting of the Income and affairs of the cgmpany would be made to the 
Governor within one year after completion of the road qnd every three years thereafter. 
If the stock was not yielding a six per cent dividend to lthe investors, tolls could be 
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raised to reach this return. Income could not be allow(sd to exceed ten per coht. The 
company was required to post toll rates at the gates fqr the information of those using 
the road. The company was empowered to lease all orm part of the road.62 

. Thp Georgetown and Leesburg 
Turnpike Company was chartered by Congress on July, 13, 1813, through 'An Act to 
incorporate a company for making a cerfain turnpike r{?ad in the county of Washington, 
in the District of  C~lrrrnbia.'~~ William Marbury, John bowe, George Johnson, William 
Steuart, William Whann, Washington Bowie, John W. Bronaugh, Edgar Patterson, and 
John Eliason were appointed as a board of Cornmissio,ners to raise ... 

... n capital stock of ten thousand dollars, in shares of fifty dollars each, for the purpose 
of opening, graveltlng, and improving a road in the cquntles of Washington and. ..a 
capltal stock of ten thousand dollars, in shares of flQ( dollars each, for the purpose 
of openlng, gravelling, and Improving a road In the cqunties of Washington and 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, from the Interzjection of Falls street and Water 
street in the town of Georgetown, to the boundary lint+ of the District of Columbta [now 
the Arlington-Fairfax County boundary], in the most dlrect and practkabte route towards 
Leesburg, conforming as nearly as shall be found adu!antageous and convenlent of the 
present main road, leading from the sald intersectton itowards Leesburg, and through the 
counties of Washington and Alexandria. ..and whenevtjr one hundred shares or more 
shall be subscribed, the commissioners, or a majority of them, shall give notice in some 
newspaper, printed in the District of Columbia, of a time and place to be by them 
appointed, for the subscribers to proceed to organize'the corporation, by an election of 
officers: and all persons who may then be, or thereafter may become proprietors of 
shares in the said capital stock ... shall become one body politic and corporate in deed 
and in law, by the name and style of the Georgetown !jnd Leesburg Turnpike 
corn pan y ...M 

The Act goes on to set forth in detail regulations governing the corporation's operating 
procedures including management of capital stock and profits, acquisition of real and 
personal property necessary to pursue the work, conduct of lawsuits, and all other 
appropriate corporate business. The latter included conduct of annual meetings for the 
choice of directors, powers of the company and the boprd of directors, regulations with 
respect to shares, and meetings of directors. The diregtors were to have power to elect 
their own officers and ..." to appoint all such surveyors, superintendents, artists or other 
agents as they may judge necessary to carry on the intended works, and to fix their 
salaries, wages or compensation; to direct and order the times manner and 
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proportions ..." The circuit court of the District of Col~jmbia was to appoint ttires 
impartial commissioners, paid a fee of $2lday, to-- 

..,cause to be laid out , and ascertained, described and marked, by certain metes and 
bounds of the aforesald turnpike road, described In the first section of this act, not less 
than sixty feat in breadth , in such routes, tracts or cqurses for the same respectively, 
as in the best of their judgment will combine shortnegs of distance with the most 
convenient ground and the smallest expense of monay; and for this purpose It shall be 
lawful for them and such agents, assistants, servants!, or attendants as they may think 
proper to employ, to enter upon any of the lands throvgh or near whhh the said road 
may be lald out, having first given twenty days' public! notlee in some public newspaper 
printed in the District of Columbia, of the time and plqce of their entering on the said 
buslness of any part of the lands, through which the qaid road may be laid out...5s 

Procedures for condemnation were detailed and the commissioners instructed upon 
completlng the survey of the road to submit a plat and certificate of the survey to be 
recorded by the clerk of the court. Thereupon "...the rgad so laid out shall be taken, 
used and occupied as a turnpike road and public highwyay forever; and the said 
president, directors and company may thereupon procqed to enter upon the same..." to 
begin construction. When the construction was complpted in conformance with the 
specifications of the Act, it was to be inspected and ce:rtified by the commissioners and 
the certlflcation of the commissioners accepted and regorded by the court. The 
company would then be authorized to erect a toll gate end turnpike and collect the 
following tolls-- 

For every score of sheep, five cents; for every score qf hogs, five cents; for every score 
of cattle, ten cants; and so in proportion for any greater or less number; for every horse 
or mule with a rider, three cents; for every stage or wqgon and two horses, six cents; 
for either carriage last mentioned with four homes, ten cents; for every led or driven 
horse or mule, one cent; for every sulky, chair, chaise: or carrlage of pleasure, with two 
wheels and one horse, five cents; for every coach, chijrlot, phaeton or chaise, with four 
wheels and two horses, nine cents; for any of the saicj carriages last mentioned with 
four horses, eleven cents; for every other carriage of t?teasure, under whatever name it 
may go, the like sums according [to] the number of wbeels and homes, in proportion 
aforesaid; for every sled or sleigh urted as a carriage c;lf pleasure, three cents for each 
homo drawing the same; for every sled or sleigh usedl as a carriage of burden, two cents 
for each horse drawing the same; for every cart or wagon, whose wheels do not exceed 
four Inches in breadth, three cents for each horse drawing the same; for every cart or 
wagon, whose wheels shall exceed in breadth four Inqhes, and not exceed seven inches, 
one and an half cents for every horse drawing the san;ie; for every cart or wagon, whose 
wheels shall be more than seven Inches in breadth, atbd not more than ten inches, one 
and a quarter cents for every horse drawing the samej for every cart or wagon, the 
breadth of whose wheels shall be more than ten inchqs, and not exceed lng twelve 

Ibid,, See. 5, 14. 



NPS Form 10-BOO-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 8 Pago .YT 2 3 Georgetown Pike 
Arlingtt:~n and Fairfax Counties, VA 

Inches, one cent fot every horse drawing the same; qnd that a l l  such carriages as 
aforesaid to be drawn by oxen, or to be drawn by pakt oxen, or to be drawn by mules in 
whole or part, two oxen shall be estimated as equal to one horse, in charging all 
the aforesaid tolls, and every mule as equal to one hr>rse." 

The toll rates were determined by the wear and tear eqch user would inflict on the road. 
Vehicles with wide wheels were charged a lesser rate than comparable vehicles with 
narrow wheels. Vehicles drawn by one or  two animalsl were charged a lesser rate than 

those drawn by four animals. Recreational users were' charged a higher rate than that 
charged haulers, drovers, and other commercial users, Those who evaded tolls by 
crossing onto private property at the gates or any othyr point were to be fined three to 
five dollars. No charge was to be made of those livinq on or adjacent to the road and 
using it in the ordinary business of their farms. Proviijion was made for condemnation 
of local stone, gravel, earth, or sand, to make and keep the road in good repair. Scales 
were to be erected near the toll gate to weigh any vehi,cle suspected of bearing a load 
too heavy for the road. A fine of five to eight dollars upas set for any one refusing to 
weigh their load.67 The weight standards were as follo\us-- 

That no wagon or other carriage wlth four wheels, thtr breadth of whose wheels shall 
not be four inches, shall be drawn along the said roaq with a greater weight thereon 
than three tons weight; that no such carriage, the brs,adth of whose wheels shall not 
be seven inches, or being SIX Inches or more, shall rqll at least ten inches, shall be 
drawn along the said road with more than five tons; that no such carriage, the breadth 
of whose wheels shall not be ten inches or more, or Ipaing less, shall not roll at least 
twelve inches, shall be drawn along the said road witb more than eight tons; that no 
cart or carrlags, with two wheets, the same breadth wf wheals as the wagons aforesaid, 
shall be drawn along the said road wlth more than half the burden of weight aforesaid; 
and if any cart, wagon, or carriage or burden whatevqr, shall be drawn along the sald 
road wlth a greater weight than is hereby allowed, thq owner or owners of such carriage, 
If the excess of burden shall be three hundred weight or upwards, shall forfeit and pay 
four tlmes the customary tolls, for the use of the cowpany ...58 

The Act set forth accounting standards for tolls, expenditures, and payment of 
dividends, as well as maintenance standards and respt.)nsibilities of the company. The 
company was liable ... 

... to keep the said road in good repair, and If by neglqct of their said duty, the said 
corporation shall at any tlme suffer the sald road to b,e out of repair, so as to be 

Ibld., Sec. 5, 14-16. 

lbld., Sec. 7, 16-7. 

Ibid., Sac. 8, 17. 
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unsafe or inconvenient far passengers, the said corp~ratlon shall be Iiabte to bb 
presented for such neglect, before any court of comvetent Jurisdiction, and upon 
conviction thereof, to pay tha United States a penalty1 not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, at the discretion of court; and shall also be rvsponsible for all damages 
whlch may be sustained by any person or persons, 111 consequence of such want of 
repair, to be recovered in an action of trespass on thg case, in any court competent 
to try the same ..." 

The road was to become a free road when the capital 1)lus twelve per cent annual 
interest had been paid. 

The 1813 Act to establish the Georgetown and Leesburlg Turnpike was accompanied by 
an identical Act to establish an Alexandria and Leesbu,rg Turnpike. The latter was 
authorized a capital stock of eight thousand dollars ... 

for the purpose of opening, gravelling and improving a road in the county of Alexandria, 
in the District of Columbia, from the intersection of West street and Pendleton street, 

in the town of Alexandria, to the boundary line of the~Dlstri~t of Columbia, in the moat 
direct and practicable route towards teasburg, confoyming as nearly as shall be found 
advantageous and convenient to the present main roqd leading from the said 
intersection towards Leesburg, and through the county of Alexandria ...w 

Ellicott's 1792 map for the 'Territory of Columbia' had qhown an old road running from 
Alexandria to the mouth of Pimmit Run. This was to bp improved to meet the 
Georgetown Road at the FaHs Bridge. From this point lthe two would proceed together 
along the old Sugarlands Rolling Road toward Leesbur,g, initiating a turnpike system 
within the new Dlstrict of ~olurnbia.~'  

The old Fendall mill property at the mouth of Pimmit R'un was acquired by Edgar 
Patterson of Georgetown in 181 5. Patterson created a ~succsssful manufacturing center 
here which included a wool factory, paper factory, ftouy mill, stone quarries and 
accessory buildings. Playing an active role in construt;tion of the Georgetown Pike, he 
was an organizer and commissioner of the Georgetowrr and Leesburg Turnpike 
Comp ny, and a director and major shareho of the lFalts Bridge Turnpike Company. t In the~washington Daily National Decetv ber 29, 1821, his properties 
were advertised for sale-- ieJ ), 

I ,  
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The Flour Mill 

Is a large three story stone bullding, having three run of burrs, with all the 
necessary machinery to manufacture flour. It is situated at the Little Falls 
Bridge, on the tide water of the Potomac In the Distrk~t of Columbia, and 
only 3 miles from Washington and Georgetown. The iturnpike road Ieadlng 
from these places to Leesburg and the Western Country passes by the door. 
The rlver at this place is from forty to sixty feet deep. This b considered the 
most profitable mllting establishment In this part of tire country there being no 
necessity to keep a team a plenty of wheat being bro~!ght to the door'from 
Loudoun county and the upper part of Virginia. Threrp hands can load 300 
barrels of flour on board a scow, bring it to town, haw it inspected, and put into 
store In one day, and being so near market, all the oWal can be disposed of 
without expense and at retail price. 

The Wool Factory 

Adjoins the flour mill. It is a two story stone building, I10 feet in length, 
containing cardlng machines, billes and jennies, 12 b~pad and a number of 
narrow looms, and all other necessary machinery for manufacturing blankets 
and cloth. A stone fulling milt, with 2 pairs of stocks, a stone dye house, and 
stone beach house are attached to the factory ... there :Is also on this tract a 
valuable unimproved mill seat. The fall is 27 feet on @lde water... 91 

A corner of the now demolished mill is shown in a Civil War period photograph of 
Chain Bridge illustrating Clark's artlcle. A substantial qtone retaining wall still carries 
the Georoetown Pike up the palisade heights parallel tc! Pimmit Run as it turns sharply 
westward from Chain Bridge. 

Construction of the Geor-wn Pika. Both the Distriat of Columbia and Virginia 
sections of the Georgetown Pike were built over earlier: roads where possible, 
straightening, grading, and paving to create a road which wouId stand up to the heavy 
traffic from beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains to the pqrt of Georgetown In the nation's 
capital. The Sugarlands Rolling Road had sewed Thomas Lee's tobacco warehouse at 
the mouth of Pimmit Run. Now the Georgetown Pike ftpllowed the old roiling road from 
the Falls Bridge to Difficult Run. From Difficult Run it took a more direct route to 
Drane's Tavern near the Loudoun County line where it !nrould meet the road of the 
Leesburg Turnpike Company. This route had been viewed in 1799-1800 at the request 
of John Jackson, one of the major affected land owners^ above the It may have 

Allen C. Clark, "The Old hAills,"Records of the Columbia HHlsforlcal Socie{y, Vo!. 3t (19301, pp. 81-1 16, Wlnslow Roper 
Hatch's "Old Roads and New Inslghte", pp.42-52 Is also recommended, as is8Paul B. Clssna's Historical and Archeologtcal 
Study of the G e o ~ e  Washington Memorlal Parkway, Arlington County, Vlrglnia, Washlngton, D.C.: NPSHCR, IQQO.  

, FalrFax County Court Mlnute Book, 1799-1800, pp. 524-5. 



NPB Fonn 10.BOO.a 
[ S j * l  

OMB No. 10240011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 8 Page ,243' 3 I Georgetown Pike 
Arlingtqn and Fairfax Counties, VA 

been established as a county road at that time. The Great Fqlls Manufacturing. Compahy's 
topographical map of December, 1866, shows an 'old Georg6town and Laesburg by-road' 
branching off from the 'old Falls Road,' now known as the Cgrriage R ~ a d . ~  This road follows 
the easiest way through the rough terrain near Great Falls, rgnnlng approximately parallel to the 
Georgetown & Leesburg Turnpike. The abandoned roadbed !is stlll visible today in the Great 
Falb Park. It may have been this 1799-1800 road or It may hpve been part of the earlier 
Sugarlands Rolling Road or both. The Difficult Run to Dmne!s Tavern route was viewed for 
construction of the Georgetown Pike in 1819-20."~ The final ttonnection of the Falls Bridge 
Turnpike with the Leesburg Turnpike through the land of Waph tngton Drane was vlewed in 
1826.8' 

On August 25,1818, a notice appeared in a Leesburg newspyper, The Genius of Liberty-- 

New Hotel on the Leesburg Road. WASHINGTON DWANE Respectfully informs 
his frlends & the public in general, that he has opened a house of entertainment 
at his new building on the road leading from Georgetpwn to Leesburg----IS miles 
from the former and 16 miles from the latter place. The house and furniture are 
new and elegant and every requisite attendance has heen provided for the genteel 
accommodation of either parties of pleasure or persops on business. There is an 
excellent spring of water on the place, excelled perhaps by none in the state of 
Vlrgfnta. The dlstance from Georgetown, Washington, or Alexandria, being an 
agreeable ride, he antlclpates a share of public patronage, which he hopes his 
assldulty to business wilt justly merit. 

Two years later construction of the Georgetown and Lessburg Turnpike had reached 
Difficult Run. A similar notice in theGenius of Liberty, June 6, 1820, read-- 

Mountain View Hotel. WASHINGTON DRANE Infarms his frlends and the publlc, 
that he still continues at hls old stand, half way betwyen Georgetown and Leesburg, 
where they will find him ever attentive and assiduous In his endeavours to please, 
and glve satisfaction to those who may favour him wl,th a call. Travellers and strangers 
will find his house pleasant, peaceable, quiet, and agr,aeable. His stable b attended by 
a careful ostler, and his charges very moderate, suitecj to the exigency of the times. 
Under these assurances he solkits a continuation of 4he favours of his old friends, 
and an accession thereto from a generous public. 

In these years before the railroads, the development of'a network of toll roads meeting 
the long distance transportation needs of the Common;wealth became an urgent 

John de la Camp, C. E. Topographlcel Map of fhe Estate of the G m t  Falls: Menufeeluring Company: Falrfax County, Va. 
(December 1866). 

, O p  dt., 1819-20, p. 393. 

lbid., 1826, p. 293. 
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concern of the Virginia Assembly. In q816 a 'fund for l!nternal Irnprovements'.was 
created wherein previous investments in internal imprqwements were to be funded and 
the income from this investment used as a revolving fynd for construction of new 
roads. The fund would be administered by a Board of Public Works. John Peter, 
president of the company, wrote to the Board of Public: Works on December 2, 181 8, 
reporting that 8 miles of the road had been completed, "inferior to no Road in the 
United States" and observed that "without some Publiq aid the progress of the Road 
must ~anguish.'"~ An abstract statement of the affairs ,of the company was incfuded. 
The number of subscribed shares was reported at 406y shares at $50 per share, with 
649 shares subscribed and already paid in full by Georigetown banks. The remaining 
420 individual shares, totaling $21,000, had been paid in part with $9,835.47 still to be 
collected. In addition to the above, the Farmer's & Mechanics Bank had pledged 40 
shares or $2000. The total amount collected was $45, 1617.93. Dlsbursernents 
$45,342.86 included payments to contractors, Superint~ndent's and Treasurer's wages, 
damages for land, construction cost of the bridge over: Difficult Run, and all contingent 
expenses. It was noted that several subscribers had frlrnished iron, timber, and 
provisions for the laborers who had worked on the bridge over Difficult Run, and that 
this still undetermined amount would have to be dedurjted from the subscriptions and 
added to the expenses. It was also estimated that at Iqast $1500 of the individual 
subscriptions could not be collected due to insolvenchps. The bafance on hand was 
reported as $275.07. An abstract of the company's stock subscription was also 
fowarded to the Board in support of Peter's request fqr subscription by the 
Commonwealth. 

On December 2, 1819, Peter again reported to the Boar,d, noting that the road had been 
completed beyond Difficult Run including a substantiall bridge built across the latter. 
He included an updated list of the company's subscribers, On behalf of the directors, 
he requested a public subscription in "the usual propo,dion of two fifths to this 
company's Stock which they have no doubt would enable them to finish the Road" to a 
point of intersection with the Leesburg company's road. He dtsclosed that the road had 
thus far cost approximately $7500 per mile and clted eqtraordinary expenses in building 
bridges and in organizing the company as contributing1 factors in the cast overrun. He 
estimated that the remaining road could be built for $4600 per mile, allowing for easier 
terrain and lower contracting costs. He noted that thre(e years earlier, when the 
company began operations and made contracts, the cqst of labor had been much 
higher than it was at the present time. Private subscriptions were now listed at 1127 

,,Falls Brldge Turnplke Campany, "Correnpondenee, Reports, etc. 1818-1826,1628-27,1831-37, 183941, 1847, 1849-1861, 
1865," Board of Publlc Works, Box 284, Archives, Library of Vlrglnla. Thmg documents are unnumbered: In thls sectlon 
I have identlfled the lettern and other documents by correspondent and date. l$Iless othemrise notad, all following references 
are to thls w o r d  group. Some of these documents may also be found fo,und reprinted In the published reports of the 
Vlrglnla Board of Publlc Works for this period, also avallabte at the Llbrary of Vlrglnla. 
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and valued at $56,371.40 with $50,757.09 actually collet~ted. The company had: 
borrowed $4000 from Georgetown banks. Contractorwhad been paid the following 
amounts--Daniel Bussard, $35,036,73; Richard tk Samuyl Ratcliffe, $1 0,422.63; James 
Riley and J. Brady, $523.59; Andrew Riley, $1461.20; ardd 2. Kidwell, 200.00. Thomas N. 
Dickey had been paid $400.00 for finishing the bridge ctver Difficult Run, and the total 
cost of this bridge had been $3,056.63. Superintendeni{'s and treasurer's wages, 
damages assessed for land, surveyors' fees, constructijon materials, and all contingent 
expenses were listed as $4125.94. Allowing for credit qgainst subscriptions, this 
amount was $3,560.11. Interest expense was $145.42. Total expenses by December 2, 
1819, were $54,506.31 with $250.78 remaining in the hapds of the treasurer. 

On January 7, 1820, the AssembIy enacted legislation u,vhich increased the stock of the 
Falls Bridge Turnpike Company by 480 shares. The 6o;ard of Public Works was 
authorized to subscribe to $24,000 of stock on behalf qf the Commonwealth. The sum 
would be paid in three annual installments, beginning three years from the date of 
purchase. The Board would participate in dividends from the passing of the act8' On 
December 6, 1820, John Mason Jr., succeeding Peter ap president of the Falls Bridge 
Turnpike Company, made his first report to the Board q)f Public Works of Virginia-- 

The road from the boundary line of the Dlstrict of Colymbia to Difficult run, 
comprising a dlstance of about 8 miles, is completed, together with a substantial 
bridge across said run. This bridge is 220 feet long, qnd 20 feet wide; It stands 
on two large stone abutments, and three stone piers 118 feet high; is further 
supported by three ranges of chains, extending from 9nd to end, resting on the 
stone piers; and has supports of strong upright timbers between the plers where 
necessary. The road is so graduated as in no instanGe to exceed 4 degrees 
ascent; its whole width is 35 feet: The summer road i,s 15 feet, and that which is 
paved 20 feet, This pavlng Is done with large stone, qlosely fitted together, 12 
inches deep In the centre, falling off to 6 inches on the sides, and covered with 
broken stone 6 inches deep from slde to side; making 18 inches stone in the 
centre, and twelve Inches on the sides; the whole Is b e r e d  wlth sand, gravel 
or clay, as was found most convenient. 

The country through which this road passes, was In many places scant of 
materials proper for road making; and is extremely rok~gh and even mountainous. 
Many culverts and arches were accordingly necessaryi to afford the waters 
passages, which should not injure the road. The sum,$ required to overcome 
these dlfnculties, together with the levelling of hills, filling deep ravines, and 
building the bridge above-mentioned, have been so censlderable as to exceed 
the funds of the company: to provide for the deficit, they borrowed from the 
banks in Georgetown on the 3d July, 1819, $9,000 andl pledged by written 
contract the first tolls to be paid on the road for payment. Thls sum completed 
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the road to the bridge, as above stated. The whole of! the remaining distance,. : 
to Drane's tavern, the point where the operations of tb~e company cease, and 
those of the Georgetown and Leesburg company begin, Is under contract. The 
countrj generally level, clear of woods, and materials plenty, and such progress 
already made as to justify a bellef, that it will be finished in another season. An 
authority having been received from the Governor of Virginia to collect tolls on 
that part of the road which was finished, a toll house ,was erected about two 
mlles from the boundary of the District of Columbia ayd a toll gatherer appointed; 
he commenced demandlng tolls about the ?st November last, and on the fifth this 
month his receipts amounted to $1 05.70. 

Expenses to be paid from the tolls collected included allt road repairs, $100 for the 
treasurer's salary, $250 for the toll-gatherer's salary, aqd $500 for the construction of 
the toll-house. Any amount remaining from the tolls cgllected was to be paid against 
the bank loan. Mason drlly commented--"Under these ~;ircumstances it is probable we 
shall not declare a dividend for several years." The Bqard of Public Works had 
subscribed $24,000 in January of 1820. This would be   used to complete the road from 
the bridge at Difficult Run to Drane's Tavern, as well as/ to pay old debts to former 
contractors. The turnpike company had received no further subscriptions, and had no 
income other than the tolls, Mason observed that the Iplls were collected on only eight 
miles of the road and expected that income would be much greater when the road was 
completed and joined to that of the Georgetown and Lqesburg Turnpike Company. 

Mason reported to the Board December 6,1821, that while great progress had been 
made toward the completion of the road it was not yet Ifinished. He attributed this to 
"the failure of one of our contractors, the uncommon slickliness of the season just 
passed, and the late period of beginning active operatiqjns in the work, occasioned by 
the want of funds." He reported receiving and expending $6000 from the Branch Bank 
of the United States in Washington. The loa&was sec~jred by the stock subscription of 
the Board of Public Works. He concluded that the finid~hed work was in generaliy good 
condition, and that the "new work is executed in the mpst substantial manner, and we 
have every reason to believe, will be finished in the cot:irse of the approaching 
spring."" The Leesburg Turnpike Company reported Dycember I, 1821, that the road 
from Leesburg to Dranesville was expected to be receirled from the contractors by the 
first of the year. The company had paid a 4% dividend from tolls, but had lost the 
bridge over Goose Rum to high water. 

Cree K 

In December, 1822, Mason reported to the Board that the whole road, from the District 
line to Drane's tavern had just been completed. A totql capital sum of $74,269.42 had 
been expended In the work. The company had collecte,d $840.00 in tolls and paid from 
this amount $599.96 in repairs and improvements to thrg road and salaries of the 
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s a n d l  paid to the superintendent. 
Mason apologized for a certain disorder in his accounging. His reportrof Decdmber 6, 
1823, reported capital expended at $76,916.29. Tolls were reported at $694.37 with 
$210.78 expended in improvements and repairs, and $.q550.00 again for salaries. 
Miscellaneous expenses in 1923 had included printing, measuring work done by 
contractors, and lumber used in repairing bridges. No1 dividends were declared. Cash 
in hand was reported at $289.18, with debts of $29,513~45. Mason noted that in addition 
to the latter, an unsettled balance of $1-3000 was due \me of the contractors. In 
December 1824, the report was made by John Lyons, gne of the Directors, in the 
absence of Mason. Capital expended was again reporl,ed at $76,2t 6.29. Tolls were 
reported at $974.79 with expenses of $692.25 for imprqvements and repairs, $100 for 
the treasurer, $100 for the toll-keeper, and $314.11 for  miscellaneous items. No 
dividends were declared, the cash balance was $68.43, and the indebtedness of the 
company was $21 $1 3.45. 

A two part chancery court case was heard in 1821 and 1824 which involved payment 
due the contractor mentioned above. The case provides insight into the realities of 
road buildrng in the Federal period. Richard and Samyel Ratcliffe had contracted with 
the Falls Bridge Turnplke Company to build a section c?f the Georgetown Pike which 
included Difficult Run near the Great Falls. On May 13, 1819, they subcontracted part 
of this work to Reuben Rowzee and John Sinclair. Rou,vzee and Sincfair were to "make 
and finish" 104 poles (d716 feet) of the road east of DiMicult Run. They agreed to hire 
for six months five Negroes belonging to the Ratcliffesl who were at that time working 
on the road immediately to the east. They were to poyt a bond of $300 for the hire of 
the Negroes. A second contract entered into on June '42 provided for the Ratcliffes to 
sell R o m e  and Slnckir certain horses, carts, wag$ajong, and tools to be used in the V' 

work, and to lease two additional Negroes to them. Rawzee and Sinclair agreed to 
finish the work by December 13, 1819, for $343. As thct 104 poles east of Difficult Run 
were finished, they pushed on to build 60 poles (990 fe t )  west of Difficult-up to the J 
proposed location of a substantial stone wall required by the company. \KM,l 

The two cases include depositions by those associated! with the work, including 
company officials, abuttlng landowners, laborers and merchants. Money was in short 
supply in 1819-20 as the company tried and failed to finish the road to Difficult Run 
and westward as quickly as possible. This part of the ~;oad Is at the Great Falls of the 
Potomac and was probably the most difficult part of thp road to build. In the fall of 
1819 Rowzee and Sinclair were not able to obtain rnonely from either Ratcliffe or the 
company to feed the Negroes and horses. They beggeq and borrowed provisions from 
neighboring farms; traded horses for beef with Swink's, store; trucked provisions by 
wagon from Sinctair's home twenty miles away; obtainyd corn, meat and tools from 
Hunter's store at the Falls with a note; traveled to Georgetown to obtain provisions 
directly from the company and came back empty-handgd. In spite of their 
resourcefulness, the Negroes went hungry and sickened. The work stopped for weeks 
at a time so the horses coutd be turned out to pasture. Apparently the sub-contractors 
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were expected to forage in the countryside for ptovisiqns as well as b~i fd ing~~ater ia ls.  
Rowres and Sinclair complained that since they were from a different part of the county 
they were handicapped when they attempted to proceed in this manner. The greatest 
dispute centered on the road west of Difficult Run. Rcjwzee and Sinclair claimed they 
had no knowledge of the stone wall the company had required. This wall was to be 
twenty rods long, average twenty feet high, and at lea* ten feet thick at the bottom and 
two and a half feet thick at the top. A field decision w~as made to move the road to a 
position where a much less substantial wall was required. This was in part to keep the 
lower old Falls Road open and free of the dirt and stone used in the construction of the 
turnpike road. On April 19, 1820, the president and dinectors of the Falls Bridge 
Company had removed Rowree and Sinclair from the work. The case was heard to 
determine exactly how much work they had done and \low much they should be paid. 
A construction drawing was made for the court precisqbly detailing the work, and is part 
of the archival record. The drawing st~ows the old Fall,$ road as well. George W. 
Hunter testified on July 22, 1824, that he had acted as ouperintendent and agent of the 
Falls Bridge Turnpike Company slnce October 1820. H,e had a contract for building in 
1821 and 1822 and a contract for maintenance In 1823. In this he had replaced 
Zadekiah Kidwell, who had been asked to finish the wqrk in 1820 and 1821. Contrary to 
John Mason, Jr.'s 1821-23 reports to the Board of Public Works, both Kidwell and 
Hunter agreed under oath that no work had been done west of the disputed 60 poles, 
and that operations on the turnpike road had been susqended for lack of funds since 
the winter of 182f .'' 
By December, 1825, John Lyons had replaced John Mawn, Jr. as $resident of the 
Falls-Bridge Turnpike Company. He listed capital expended in thd work as $76,306.29. 
Tol Is received totaled $1,228.29 with $653.30 expended on improvements and repairs, 
and $280.00, on salaries. These had been reduced to treasurer, $100; toll-keeper, $100; 
and superintendent, $80. Miscellaneous expenses inclyding measuring the road, 
making a fence at the toll-house, and printing were listpd at $67.27. No dividends were 
declared, the cash balance on hand was $227.72, and Gompany indebtedness was now 
$21,938.29. 

On January 6, 1826, the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company petitioned the Board of Public 
Works to increase the Commonwealth's stock subscrip:tion to enable the Company "to 
finish and put a napping on a section of the road west #of Difficult Run." On February 
22, 1826, the General Assemhly passed an act authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company by 160 shqres. The Board of Public Works 
was to subscribe on behalf of the Commonwealth for $BOO0 or the entire amount of this 
stock increase, provided that the funds "be applied exqlusively to the completing of 
that part of the road which remains unfinished ..." One,fourth of the funding was to be 

, Faidax Chancery Flnal Flle, A, 1 & 2, R o w  vs Ratclifle, May I T ,  1824. 
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payable on July 1, 1827, with the remainder availabfe ia three semi-annual pavments. 
The Board of Public Works was to participate in all dividends and to appoint two 
directors to represent the State's interest in the Falls Yridge Turnpike Company. This 
brought the Commonwealth's participation in the conqtructlon of the road to $32,000.~' 
Clement Smith, president of the Farmers & Mechanics Bank, was elected president of 
the Falls Bridge turnpike Company March 3, 1826. Hlsl first report to the Board of 
Public Works on December 5, 1826, listed the capital eppenditures still at $76,306.29. 
Tolls collected amounted to $1,281.73. Repairs were rqported at $2,210.30. Salaries 
included that of treasurer, $50; toll-keeper, $100; and quperintendent; $80. 
Miscellaneous expenses were $35.56. There were no dividends declared and there was 
no cash on hand. Smith commented-- 

In the course of the last summer, a contract was mad@ by the directors for the 
completion of the whole of the unfinished road fmm the Dffflcult run to Drane's 
tavern, of about six miles, and the work commenced under the most favourable 
prospects. A long and severe illness, however of the contractor, considerably 
retarded the progress. it is now renewed with spirit: gbout a fourth, or one and 
a half miles, Is done in a most satisfactory and substqntlal manner, and it is hoped 
that the whole will be completed In the ensulng sprinl~ and summer. That part of 
tha road from the district llne to the dlff lcult bridge, his been greatly and permanently 
improved dutlng the summer and fall, and considerable expense Incurred In 
repalrlng the damages by heavy falls of rain, and otherwise. 

In his December 3, 1827, report to the Board, Smith deqlared tolls of $11 85.02. The cost 
of improvements and repairs was $6,311.37. The treaqurer received a salary of $50.00; 
the toll-keeper, $175.00; and the superintendent, $80.00~ The expenses of the president, 
directors, and superintendents going on the road, and interest were listed at $287.43. 
There was no cash balance and no dividends were declared. The capital expenditure 
remained at $76,306.29 with $23,642.39 indebtedness. l3mith now reported that "a week 
or two of favorable weather will enable the contractor t,o complete this road, from 
Difficult Run to the intersection of the Lsesburg turnpiOe road at Drane's tavern." On 
December 19 he wrote again to inform the Board that the work was at last entirely 
completed. 

By 1832 the amount of tolls collected had declined to $594.84. Expenditures included 
$1 70.82 for improvements and repairs, $50.00 for treasyrer's salary, $1 68.00 for toll- 
keeper's salary $80.00 for superintendent's salary, and 1$2.00 miscellaneous. A note 
explains that the last $8000.00 subscribed by the Boarcf of Public Works was expended 
in repairs, not in constructing the road. In 1833 $852.016 was collected in tolls and 
salaries remained the same. Improvements and repairs} totaled $418.00. In 1834 
$624.54 was collected in tolls and $396.25 expended for improvements and repairs with 
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salaries remaining the same. In 1835 $751.60 was colll,rcted in tolls and $414,94 
expended in improvements and repairs with salaries aqain remaining the same. In 1836 
$707.18 was collected in tolls and $357.24 expended in improvements and repairs with 
salaries remaining the same. This year Treasurer Thomas G. Waters commented, "I am 
sorry to add, that the road is in several places in very bad condition, and it is doubtful 
whether the tolls will be sufficient to keep it in such re,pair as to prevent the gate from 
being thrown open." 

On March 3 1 . B  State Director William Swink wrote to the Board to report disorder L/ 
in the company management. He complained that the Idirectors of the company were 
unwilling to meet, that the tolls were given directly to $,he president of the company, 
who also acted as superintendent, and that there had bjeen no settlement of accounts 
for five years. He recommended the repiacernent of MI:. Hunter as director by someone 
who lived along the road and would be interested in its/ improvement. The Board 
responded immediately with the appointment of John Vunnell as State Director. On 
November 19, 1839, Mackall wrote to the Board reportirig that the gates had been 
thrown open by the award of a jury in April. He had bqen electedfresident in May, had J 
borrowed $2000 against the tolls from the Corporation lof Georgetown, and repaired the 
road to the extent that the gates had now been closed Ito allow the collection of tolls. 
He reported that the road was still in bad repair and tojls had been slight due to the 
condition of the bridges. The folIowing year Mackall rqported that the road was much 
improved but that tolls were still slight due to "...the e~t i re  destruction of the Bridge 
over the Potomac In February last by high water--cuttirgg off all communication with the 
Maryland Shore..." The bridge had recently been repla+:ed by the Corporation of 
Georgetown and he anticipated that tolls would now irr4prove. 

In his report of 1841, Mackall reported collection of $832.78 in tolls with expenditures of 
$1000 for improvements and repairs, and $168 for the toll-keeper's salary. He 
optimistically commented that "The road is now in bewer repair, though very far from 
good, than it has been for many years. The great emlaration from the north to this part 
of Fairfax county, the constant spirit of improvement ir) agriculture, will, I think, in a few 
years, make this a good and profitable stock." Fomarljing a list of stockholders to the 
Board on April 5, 1847, he observed that no transfer of stock had taken place since 
1819-- 

... it has been supposed in consequence of the debts ijnd bad management of the 
company that the Stock was not worth transferring--but 1 think the Stock will be 
worth something before -at while--the country is fast improving and settling, 
and the dividend has been applied to the improvemeqt of the road. It one tlme was 
supposed the turnpike would be relinquished by the Company--but we are now In 
better Splrlts, and calculate upon soon seelnpl this rorjd good stock. The road and 
Bridges are in better order than ever since it was chahtered." 
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On February 3, 1849 Mackall reported that $1000 in tolls had been received in addition 
to the salary of the toll-keeper, and that all had been expended in the repair of the road. 
He ohsenred-- 

... the road Is greatly improved In the last few years--it had been permitted by bad 
management and neglect to be almost Impassable. I trust ln two years more, to see 
the road In good repair. The travetllng on this road is! much less than it formerly 
was, awing to the erectlon of the Chesapeake 8 OhialCanal, which has taken from 
it a great proportion of Its trade. 

In 1813 the articles of incorporation for the Falls Bridgtp Turnpike Company had 
authorized a capitalization of $60,000, with 1200 shares1 valued at $50 each. The 
statement furnished to the Board of Public Works on Becember 2, 1819, reported 1127 
shares subscribed for a total capitalization of $56,350.90. No further private shares 
were sold. The final private capitalization totaled $56,521.40 with $4251.98 uncollected 
due to insolvencies and other contingencies. The Commonwealth's participation 
through the Board of Public Works was $32,000. This \pas approximately 40% of the 
total $80,521.40 capitalization of the road. The company never paid a dividend or 
resolved its $23,642.39 indebtedness. The final cap'kl lexpendfure for the constructian 
of the road was $76,306.29. The toll house at Langley Fork remained the only toll 
house on the Falls Bridge Turnpike Road. A total of $6580 in tolls was collected here 
during the company's years of operation. 

The G e o r a e t o w n n d e d  to Snickerr$ Gap. The gct incorporating the Falls 
Bridge Turnpike Company in I813 had appointed com~~issloners from Leesburg, 
Charlestown, and Winchester to open the books of the   company for subscription in 
those towns. Construction of a long distance commerc~ial highway benefiting Leesburg, 
Charlestown, and Winchester, as well as Georgetown, was the original plan of all those 
concerned. As with the Patowmack Canal, a connectlofl with Cumberland, the National 
Road, and the western Ohio lands was the ultimate goql. This ambitious plan could 
only be accomplished through the cooperation of a nurnber of local companies in an 
up-dated version of Virginia's traditional road policy. qreatton of the Fund for Internal 
Improvements and the Board of Publlc Works to assist and regulate these companies 
was a far-sighted Commonwealth policy which enabled, the turnpike system to develop 
effectively in the years before the railroads. 

On February 22, 1828, an act was passed by the Virgini,a Assembly authorizing the 
incorporation of the Northern Turnpike Company to exb,end the completed Georgetown 
and Leesburg Turnpike Road beyond Leesburg to the s,outhern shore of the Potomac 
near Cumberland. Commissioners were appointed and the books opened at Leesburg, 
Winchester, Romney, Charlostown, Martinsburg, and Bijth-- 

... for receiving subscriptions to the amount of one huf~dred thousand dollars, for the 
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purpose of constructing a turnpike road, from the terlmlnation of the Leesburg. >- 
turnpike, by the most practicable route, to a point on,the south bank of the river 
Patowmac, or of the north branch of the said river, opposite to such point as shaH be 
found, on examination and survey, to be most favourfable for connectlng the said 
turnplka, with the national, or other public road, in th,e State of Maryland, at, above, or 
below the town of Cumberland in the sald State. '' 

Although this very ambitious project failed, the incorpqration of the Leesburg and 
Snicker's Gap Turnpike Company was authorized on February 9, 1831, with a 
capitalization of $50,000 to construct a turnpike road f~rorn Leesburg 10 Snicker's ~ a p ?  
Commissioners were appointed and the books opened1 at Leesburg, at Valentine V. 
Furcell's store, at Samuel B. T. Caldwell's store, at Snickersville, at Daniel Janney's mill, 
at Hillsborough and at Waterford. Construction standprds were lowered to perrnlt 
elimination of summer roads where expedient, and reduction of the width of the road to 
forty-five feet with eighteen feet only paved. The act was amended in 1833-4 and 
revived and revised in 1847.74 This road extended the c,;ommercial influence of 
Georgetown in competition with Alexandria's Little River Turnpike, and was known into 
the twentieth century as the Georgetown Pike. 

In 1827, when almost all of the traffic of the old Vestalb Gap Road had been diverted to 
the newly completed Georgetown and Leesburg Tumphke, Alexandria belatedly began 
construction of the Middle Turnpike. This road approloimately followed the route of the 
Vestal's Gap Road to Wiley's Tavern near Difficult Run. By agreement, a branch of the 
Leesburg Turnpike was extended eastward to Wiley's t8,0 connect with the new road.7s 
Meeting at first with financial difficulties, particularly d8,ue to the construction of a bridge 
over Difficult Run, the road was not completed until an; 1838 Congressionally authorized 
lottery provided adequate funding. As the commercial importance of Georgetown 
declinecl, the Alexandria and Leesburg or Middle Turnpike predominated as the primary 
commercial corridor of Leesburg with the Potomac Rlv,er ports. As can be seen from 
the Board of Public Works correspondence, the frequept destruction of all bridges in 
the floodlng of the Potomac Rlver, as well as the consi{ruction of the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Canal contributed to the decline of the Georgetovrn Pike. Dranesville, strategically 
located at the intersection of the two roads, continued in its importance as a resting 
point on the road from Leesburg. Today Route 7, a sir[ lane divided highway 
designated the Harry Byrd Highway, is known as the Loesburg Pike. 

,, Acts, 1827-28,e h.100, pp. 69-70. 

,, A&, 1130-31, ch. CXXXVIII, pp. 211-212. 

,, Samuel M. Edwards, Treasurer's Reporls,l838, leasburg Turnplke Roalj Company and Leesburg and Snicker's Gap 
Turnpikecompany. Twenty-~lrdAnnualReportofthtr BoardofPublic Works, Richmond: Shepherd &Colin, 1839, pp. 381-4. 

-- 
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By 1860, the turnpike era had run its course in Virginia~ The railroad had displaced the 
turnpike and the canal and had become the primary myde of cheap, efficient, long- 
distance transportation. On March 9, 1860, legislation ,was enacted by the Assembly 
allowing the Board of Public Works to transfer the Con~rnonwealth's interest in any 
turnpike or plank road to the county in which the road llay when both the Board and the 
county court judged the transfer to be in the public interest. Private stockholders could 
also transfer their interest in the roads to the counties lin such cases providing the 
county court agreed. The county courts were "...invested with all the rights, duties and 
powers in respect of said roads, now held and exercisyd by said Board of Public Works 
and may in their discretion change the mode and manner of keeping up said roads ..." 
Roads which could be made productive or self-sustaining were excluded from such 
transfer." The Act could not take effect until private sl~ockholders had an opportunity 
to transfer their interests to the county courts. 

The Georaetown Pike Durina The Civil War. At the outbreak of the Civil War there were 
three bridges crossing the Potomac River south of Harper's Ferry. These included the 
Long Bridge at Fourteenth Street in the monumental cqre of the city, the Aqueduct 
Bridge which carried the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal ovwr the river from Georgetown 
toward Alexandria, and the Chain Bridge, one of severail successors to the original Falls 
Bridge below the Little Falls at the mouth of Pimrnit Ru,n on the Georgetown and 
Leesburg Pike. After the early defeat of the Union A m y  at Bull Run in July, 1861, the 
defense of the capital city became a military priority. I ~ I  an 1871 Corps of Engineers 
report Colonel J. G. Barnard, the officer in charge of byilding the defenses of 
Washington, commented--" the occupation of the Virgi~ia shore at the Chain Bridge 
was essential to the future operations of our army in Vfrginia, to the prestige of our 
arms, and incidentally important to the defense of Wa~bington."~ On the night of 
September 24, 1861, Union forces crossed the river anel occupied positions above the 
bridge. Although the Confederate forces were only six,miles away, at Fairfax Court- 
House, Centreville, and Falls Church, there was no resigtance. 

The first site to be fortified was that of Fort Marcy. Baynard comments on the site 
selection-- 

The most important road--the Leesburg turnpike--follo,ws, from the ridge, the crest, 
nearly, of the high narrow ridge between the Potomac and Pimmitt Run, continually 
ascending until it passes the point just named. Here,.on the left of the road, rlses, to 

Brevet Major Genltral John G. Barnard,A Repod on the Defenses of Washjnlngfon, to the Chief of Engineers, U. S. A m y ,  
Professional Papers of the Corps of Engineers, U, S. Army. No. 20, Washlnqton, D. C.: Government Printlng Offtce, 1871, 
p. 14. 
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a helght considerably above the contlguous level, a Iclnob or knoll, the front face of 
whlch is very steep, while toward the rear the slope iq more gradual..." 

A second site south of Pimmit Run and 600 yds. from the bridge was selected for  Fort 
Ethan Allen. The forts were quickly constructed. After describing their construction in 
detail, Barnard continues-- 

The line of inclosure by rifle-trenches was fully devetipped, and made nearly continuous 
to the margin of the Potomac above and below the brlidge; the precipitous shore of the 
river on the rlght of Fort Marcy being, naturally, aimopt impassable, and the rugged 
and deep ravine below Fort Ethan Allen easily made $10 by the felling of trees, &c...As 
a partial security against a sudden dash of cavalry, amstrong stockade, with gates, was 
placed across the Leesburg turnpike immediately on the right of Fort ~ a r c y . ~ '  

A three mile long military road was constructed "...thrc!ugh a broken and densely 
wooded country ..." linking these two isolated forts with the main defensive line. 
George A. Townsend, a Northern war correspondent dyscribsd the scene here in t862-- 

...j utting grimly from the hlll before us the black guns of Fort Ethan Allen pointed 
down the bridge. A double line of sharp abatls protegted It from assault, and sentries 
walked up and down the parapet. The colors hung against the mast in the dead calm, 
and the smoke curled straight upward from some log huts within the fort. The wildness 
of the surroundfng landscape was most remarkable. ~Wlthin sight of the Capital of the 
Republic, the fox yet kept the covert, and the farms w,ere few and far apart. It seemed to 
me that little had been done to clear the country of Its! primeval timber, and the war had 
accomplished more to give evidence of man and Indystry than two centuries of 
occupation. A military road had been cut through the! solid rocks here, and the original 
turnpike, whlch had been Ilttle more than a cart track, was now graded and 
macadamized. 1 passed multitudes of teams, struggllbg up the slopes, and the 
carcasses of mules littered every rod of the way.m 

Continuing toward tangley he observed the destruction of residences. "I came to one 
dwelling where some pertinacious vandal had even pritpd out the window-frames and 
imperilled his neck to tear out the roof-beams; a dead vulture was pinned over the door 
by pieces of braken bayonets." He described Langley  as "...a few plank houses, 
clustering around a tavern and a church--one of those  settlements whose sounding 

ibld.. p. 47. 

, George A. Townsend, Rustlcs In Rebellion, p. 3. Townsend may be assunling too much about the condltlon of the road 
a8 It was found by the Union army and assigning too much credlt to the laltar. Bamard does not mentlon mbuildlng the 
Georgetown Plke Ulough he discusse~ every detail of hls extended operatlqn in extremely minute detall and Ir especially 
proud of the mllltary roads he has built and thelr lasting benefits to the 10ci)l economy. 
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names beguile the reader into an idea of their importardce. A lonesome haunt'in time of 
peace, it had lately been the winter quarters of fifteen thousand soldiers, and a 
multitude of log huts had grown up around it.'B1 After )leaving Langley Townsend 
passed an outer sentry point. Traveling west along Ge,orgetown Pike he observed-- 

I entered a region of scrub timber farther on, and metiwith nothing human for four 
miles, at the end of whlch distance I reached Difficult Creek, flowing through a rocky 
ravine, and crossed by a mllltary brldge of logs. Thrqugh the thick woods to the right, 
I heard the roar of the Potomac, and a flnger-board in,dicated that I was opposite Great 
Falls. Three or four dead horses lay at the roadside tfeyond the stream, and I recalled 
the place as the scene of a recent cavalry encounter:,* 

The Georgetown Pike itself was of great strategic impa,rtance to the Union forces. 
Langley was occupied and used as a staging area. Motsby's Rangers were active in 
western Fairfax County, as were the forces of the Army of Northern Virginia under 
command of General J. E. B. Stuart. Many ~kirmishes~took place on the Georgetown 
Pike and troop movements by both sides were heavy. 10n December 23, 1861, troops 
covering large foraging parties from both armies met emst of DranesviIle at the 
intersection of the Georgetown and Alexandria turnpikq roads to Leesburg. The Union 
forces had approached on the Georgetown Pike from Gamp Pierpoint in Langley. Their 
minor tactical vlctory was highly publicized by the War Department. Following early 
Union disastem at Bull Run and Ball's Bluff, it became ,a much needed Union 
psychologlical victory. On the evening of June 27, 1863, before tho Battle of 
Getty sburg, Mosby hetped Stuart's troops pass through the Union forces between the 
FairFax County Courthouse and Dranesville. Fording the Potomac in the old Sugarlands 
area, Stuart moved into Maryland near Seneca.'' 

At the beginning of hostilities 6. F. Mackall had been spired by the Union Army and 
taken to the Dlstrict of Columbia. HIS son, a West Point graduate, was General William 
Whann Mackall, attached to the staff of confederate General Joseph E. Johnston. 
Mackall was at first restricted from re-entering Virginia   or communicating with anyone 
in the Comm~nwealth.~~ Although he was eventually able to return to his home near 
Langley, he was not able to exercise any authority ovew ;th~~,Falls Bridge Turnpike Road. 
On September 11, 1865, General R Cruikshank wrote tc+,f)irginia Governor Pierpont J 
identifying himself as a Director and Acting Treasurer c)f the Falls Bridge Turnpike 
Company. He recounted the condition of the road at the conclusion of hostilities as 

/bid., pp. 3-4. 

, Cooke, pp.67-70. Records of the Fairfax CoUnty Park Authority. 

, Mackall Family Papem. 
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The state of the country having prevented the Falls 6,ridge & Lee~burg Turnpike 
Company from exercising jurisdiction & control of tht) road conferred by the charter 
we have been prevented from collecting tolls for aboyt four years. As the disability, 
so far as the war is concerned, seems in a great msaeure to have ceased, we propose 
to re-occupy the road. It was my fortune at the begin,ning of trouble to be left alone 
in the management of the road--the other members either belonging to seceding states 
& leaving Virginia, or else voting for secession and w,e now propose as a measure 
connected with the occupancy of the road to form a rlew board of directors. 

He recommended as tats irectors "G.F.M. Walters who lives near Langley and R i J 
Thomas Peacock, w o live near Difficult--both conveqient to the road--both reliable 
Southern Union men--Mr. Walters is now a Magistrate llor the County of Fairfax and Mr. 
Peacock has been a prisoner in the hands of the rebel!!." Cruikshank noted that he 
himself owned property near Langley and had suffered) serious losses during the war. 
He reported that when he had consented to become an officer of the Company i t  was 
without funds or credit. 

I restored her credlt and saved what little funds were :In hand at the time of the rebellion. 
1 am now making an effort to induce the general government, by whose teams and other 
travel the road has been town & worn, to give us sowe aid in the repalrs of the road & 
the rebuilding two of the bridges-if I succeed, so as t,o be able to put the road under 
toll, we shall then be able to keep it In repair from the: incorne of the tolls?' 

Walters was appointed as a$i$irector of the Falls Bridge) Turnpike Company on I, 
/' 

September 28, 1865; S. H. Cutts, on November 9, 1865. Their letters of acceptance are 
the last correspondence in the Board of Puhlic Works papers of the Falls Bridge 
Turnpike Company archived at the Library of Virginia. 

The Civil War dealt the final blow to the Virginia turnpilse system. Roads and bridges 
were destroyed for military purposes. Where they sutwived, they received hard usage 
and no normal maintenance. The careful regulations of the Assembly and the Board of 
Public Works for the maintenance and preservation of qhese roads were no longer 
observed. Many roads were abandoned by the turnpi kit companies and the latter 
disbanded. In 1866, the Assembly authorixed the county courts to repair and maintain 
abandoned turnpikes by the old method of appointing 5uweyors and assigning hands 
to do the work. A process was created by which the crpunties could take possession of 
abandoned and insolvent turnpikes and administer them as county roads!' In 
December, t870, the newly established Fairfax County Board of Supervisors took over 

, Archlval records of the Board of Publlc Works, Vlrginia Shte Library. 

, Acts, f885-66, ch8. 127-8. pp., 1234.  



NPS farm lo-n0O.a 
lsaal 

OH18 Ho. 40244018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 8 Page W 46 Georgetown Pike 
Arlingtqn and Fairfax Counties, VA 

the property of the old county court. The Falls Srldge Turnpike Road became a county road. 
On June 4, 1875, three cornmissloners met by order of the Cpurt to "rearrange the b a d  
Districts in the Dranesville Magisterial District. Twenty-seven road districts were created. The 
mode of reorganixation was similar to that of the road act of 1772, combining conscripted labor 
with taxatlon for costs beyond those whlch could reasonably~ be expected of those living along 
the roads. The organization of labor is illustrated by the following example-- 

Boundary of District No. 5. 
Is composed of The River Road commencing at the A,ngle at Thinly Swinks to the 
intersection of the GeoYown Plke, Then The Falls Roqd from the Geo'town Plke 
to the Great Falls and also the Geo'town Plke from Tkje River Road to Difficult Run. 
And we also allot the following Hands, Fieldlng D. Trqmmell Farm & Hands, Alfred 
Elms & Hands, Abrfham Lent Farm & Hands, Joel Cra.ven Farm B Hands, Grimes 

& Sons, Tenants on the Great Falls 1 ract Mrs. H. JacNson Farm & Edgar Jackson. 
William Trammel1 & Hands, Richard Anderson, PiercelFairfax, Duane Turner 
Farm & Hands. 
We also recommend John T. Jackson as Surveyor of ~DistrIct No. 5.87 

Road expenses are regularly mcorded in the early records of the Board of Supervisors. 
On November 6, 1882, the Board's minutes record receiving and ratifying a contract 
with J. W. Walter8 for $480 to build a bridge over Scotlfs ~ u n . ' ~  On April 7, 1883, the 
Board accepted a bid from the King Iron Bridge Compqny of Cleveland, Ohio, through 
their agent, Mr. J. D. Tlllett, for $1900 to build a bridgelover Difficult Run. This bid was 
at first turned down and then accepted on ~econsideral~[on, reflecting the high price and 
limited resources of the County. At the same meeting lthe Board announced that W. 5. 
Smoot had appointed a committee "to look after tho iqterest of the County in the 
proposed sale of a certain tollhouse on the Pike at langley, by Robert Gunnell an 
alleged owner thereof.'"' The Georgetown Pike becamy a local road sewing an 
impoverished agrarian population as Fairfax County st~ruggled to recover from the war's 
economic devastation. The area had been largely C~nf~bderate in its allegiance. 
Although no major battles were fought here, many men1 were lost or disabled 
elsewhere, and there was much punitive destruction by1 the Union army. Farms were 
denuded of crops, livestock, and timber ta provision thg Union army in Washington and 
elsewhere. Townsend had described the wartime counltryside along the Georgetown 
Pike between Great Falls and Oranesville,"The soil herqabouts was of a sterile red clay, 
spotted with scrub cedars. A country more bleak and djesolate I have never known, and 
when a1 noon the rain ceased, a keen wind blew dismagly across the barriers." 

,7 PCCC 

Minutes of the Board of Supervisors, Book 1, p. 225. 

lbld, book 1, p. 235. 
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Dranesville impressed him as "a wretched harn~et."'~ I *  - .  ! 'I , 

In 1855 construction began on the Alexandria, Loudoun & Hampshire @road. The line i/ 

was opened to Leesburg in 1860, with limited operatio11 of a freight and passenger line. 
A year later, when Virginia seceded from the Union, thr? line became an immediate 
casualty of war. Sewice to Leesburg was not restoredl until 1868. In 1870, the 
company was renamed the Washington & Ohio ailroad with renewed westward t J 
ambitions.8' It ran parallel to the Alexandria & L esbur,~ turnpike with frequent stops 
along the way, and thus became an alternative mode df transportation for those in the 
upper Potomac area of Fairfax County. This was particjularly important for farmers. 
Washington City grew rapidly durjng and after the war, creating a market for Fairfax 
County's agjriculturaf produce. Thompson's Dairy was  established in 1881, followed by 
the Chestnut Farms, Highland Farms, and Embassy dalries. Dairy farming was 
introduced throughout the County on a large scale. Mgrket gardening also flourished. 
With the roads in poor condition, the railroad provided rapid, cost effective 
transportation for perishable agricultural produce, espycially milk. The railroad 
changed ownership a number of times until acquistion by the Southern Railway in 1894. 
In 1900, under this ownership, it finally reached Snlckersville. The latter was renamed 
Bluemont to attract tourists bound for excursions in the Blue Ridge M~untains.'~ 

After the Civil War many former Union soldiers emigra1;ed to Northern Virginia, 
continuing a trend which had begun in the 1840's. As \Nashington grew, suburban 
residential development expanded. In 1891, James E. (Slements published a real estate 
map of Washington and the surrounding counties of M~ryland and Virginia which 
especially exaggerated the size of towns and quality ofltransportation routes in western 
Fairfax-" 

As the Unlted States becomes more populous, just in proportion will the CAPITAL 
CITY of the nation expand and become greater in area(, making the land near and 
around it more and more valuable for subdivision into, vllla sites and building lots, 
and for suburban residences, stock, dairy, fruit, poultly, and gardening farms. These 
lands can be bought now very cheap and on easy tenns, especially on the western 
sIde of the Potomac River ... 
We also have for sale, very cheap, farms on and nearlthe Potomac River...suitable for 
general farming, stoek-raising, fishing, and duck-shod,ting; many of these, once welt 

, Townsend, p.35. 

,, Herbert H. Hamood, Jr. Ralls to the Blue Ridge, Falls Church, Virginia: Pioneer Amerlca Soclety, Fnc., pp. 4.9. 
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cultiiated and valuable farms, can now be bought as low as eight dollars per abre. 93 

Wealthy entrepreneurs John R. Mdean, owner and publisher of thehashington Post 
and West Virginia Senator Stephen B. Elkins purchaseq the old Great Falls 
Manufacturing Company site at the Great Falls of the Rotomac in 1900. This site 
included the ruins of the Patowmack Canal and Matildqville. Joining local landowners 
who had chartered the Great Falls and Old Dominion Rjailroad (GF & OD) that year, they 
built an electric trolley line which ran from 36th and M Streets, N. W., at the beginning 
of the Georgetown Pike, over the Aqueduct Bridge, through Rosslyn and Cherrydale in 
Arlington County and then out into the open countryside, through potential residential 
development sites, to the Great Falls. Here a dance pa~vilion, merry-go-round, and 
picnic tables had been buitt In view of the Falls. The t~rolley fine and amusement park 
opened in the summer of 1906 and was instantly succyssful. A timetable advertisement 
promoted the rail line's destination as follows-- 

The most delightful place near the Nallional Capital. 
Frequent, Speedy Through Electric Serviw. Double Track. 

ROUND TRIP FROM WASHINGTON, 35 CENTS. 
GREAT FALLS OF THE POTOMAC, the Nlagarg of the South, great by nature 

and historical connection, while not equaling Niagara In magnitude, surpasses It In 
beauty. Visitors traveling in the excellent cars of the  washingt ton and Old Dominion 
Railway hear the roar and rumble of the Falls long before they are reached. On 
arrivlng at the station they pass through a magniffcelt grove of forest tress and 
emerge on a high platForm built below the Falls, where suddenly the grandest vtew 
Imagination can picture is spread out before their visl,on ... The entire scene presents 
a panoramic view of wild and rugged nature, unsurpalssed by any on earth, and It is 
utterly impossible to adequately describe the beauty qnd grandeur of that scene. 

In the Spring, Summer and autumn there are @and concerts and various 
amusements. The finest meals are served at the hotel located In the Park. 

Here Is exhibited the only remains of the engineering skill of George 
Washlngton, who built a large canal around the Falls. One massive lock of masonry 
fifty feet high and one lock cut from solid rock stand !today as undying monuments of 
his skill. Here, also, Washington built a flour mill andl foundry, now in ruins; and around 
it runs the canal, still intact, though overgrown with Ir~rge trees. Many societies have 
visited the Natlonal Capital In a body to vtew this splqndid work. 

Great Falls presents from a hundred different views a new surprise of enchanting 
scenery that makes the hours spent in its vlclnity pa&,$ all too 

The advertisement goes on to note "Excellent Fishing in Season," direct connection 
with the Georgetown transit system, and special party lkres and cars. By 1907 1.6 

, Stephenson, Plate BB, p. 102. 

, Timetable, Great Falls Historical Society. 
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mitlion tourists had ridden on the trolley to visit the G~feat Falls of the Potomak. 
Encouraged by this success, the owners acquired the iBluernont branch of the Southern 
Railway in 1911, and began converting from steam to glectric power. Both branches 
provided excursion and freight sewices alike, transpolrting mail, milk and other freight. 
The merged lines were known as the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad (W & 
OD).'= 

When it began operations in 1906, the GF 8 OD built amshelter station at the intersection 
of its line with the Georgetown Pike west of Difficult Run near the present entrance to 
the Great Falls Park. This station was named Elkins in( honor of one of the 
development partners. Opposite the shelter station a 63reat Falls couple, William and 
Frankie Winston, opened a general store and livery stible. In addition to renting horses 
and buggies to day-trippers, the Winstons provided a t:axi service to and from the 
station, and took care of the horses and buggies of loqal residents who then were able 
to commute to jobs in Washington. Two notable early commuters were Henry Cornwell, 
a former teacher in the two room public school in Forqstville, now Great Falls, and a 
Mr. Sykes who was a taster for the Christian Heurich Eyrewery. Henry Cornwell would 
leave early in the morning and return late at night. Altbough it was dark in the winter, 
both morning and evening, when Mr. Cornwell was tra\leling on Georgetown Pike, he 
had no driving lights--oniy a kerosene lantern sh~wlng~yellow in front and red in back. 
Mr. Cornwell eventually bought a Model T Ford, which Ihe parked for the day at the 
Winston's livery stable. Mr. Sykes continued to leave his horse and buggy there until 
the trolley closed down in 1934. Frankle Winston learqed to drive a Model T and used it 
in her taxi sewice for many ~ears.8~ 

The Georgetown Pike was in extremely poor conditlon lin the years before World War I, 
Although it was still in use as a marketing road, with the structure of the roadbed 
largely intact, the surface of the road west of Langley was very rough. There were 
large rocks and sprawls which made it impassible to aytornobile traffic, and difficult for 

horse drawn vehicles. Weath permitting, the latter fqund an easier ride in the 
summer roads. The W & OD seemed at first tq offer s solution to the road i/ 

problem for Great Falls management, h,~wever, soon began to abuse its 
transportation monopoly. The Old Dominion Protectivy Association was organized in 
1916 by passengers to protest unjustified fare increases, erratic schedules, 
uncomfortable cars, disorderly waitlng rooms, frequenl accidents, unqualified and 
dlscourteous motormen and conductors, and other prd,blems. Farmers complained 

,,Hatwood, pp. 26-39. 

Marlan Reld, lntervlew by Ruth A. Hlll, audiocassette, Great Falls Hlstorlql Soctely Om1 History Program, July 31, 1996. 
Paul Cornwell. lntervlew by Ruth A, HIII, audiocassette, Great Falls Historica,I Soclety Oral History Program, March 7, 1984. 
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that milk and other dairy products were left on the plaiform to spoil orrwere,stolen by 
the motormen themselves. Milk cans were often damqged or not returned at all. 

Recognizing the urgent need to provide adequate rural roads the Virginia Assembly 
established the first State Highway Commission in 1906. A $ate highway . J 
commissioner, a professional civil engineer "well versqd in road building," was to be 
appointed by the governor and confirmed by the assenibly. The State #ighway J 

~omrnission was to be composed of this comrnissione~~ and one professor of civil J 
engineering from each of the following state colleges-$he University,f Virginia, 
Virginia Miiitary Institute, and Virginia Agricultural and IMechanical College and 
Polytechnic Instltute. The Commission was to ",..gather and tabulate information and 
statistics on road building, maintenance and improvem:ent, and to disseminate the 
same throughout theState through farmers' institutes ynd the bulletins of the board of ,/ 

a riculture ..." If a county proposed to improve any "miain travelled road", the 
ommission would, upon request, provide a competeni( civil engineer to view the P proposed road and "...carefully prepare plans, specificqtions and estimates of cost for 

J 
its construction with the materials agreed upon between the local road authorities and 
the commissioner ..." The county would agree to providfe "...all necessary materials, 
tools, and teams ...," to perform the work as developed labove, and to pay the salary of a 
professional civil engineer provided by the State Highway Commission to superintend 
the work. The state would provide convict labor, as av~iilable.'' In the Dranesville 
District, the Georgetown Pike between Elkins and Dranesville was improved in this 
manner as a water-bound macadamized mad. It was hgped that the improved road 
would provide wider access to the W & OD fpilroad for both farmers and commuters. J 
Unfortunately, the work soon failed. The need for good roads independent of the 
railroads continued. 

As in the past, roads were to be constructed and mainlpined by the counties with 
regulation by the Commonwealth. The counties were lqft to finance road improvements 
largely through bond issues or other means, including ,private enterprise. The 
Washington and Leesburg Turnpike Company was incwporated in January, 1910, and 
authorized by the Virginia Assembly to construct and maintain a modern and first-class 
turnpike road from Leesburg to Washington, 13. C. The, company was further 
authorized to take possession of the abandoned Leesbyrg Turnpike Road from 
Leesburg to Dranesvllle, the abandoned Alexandria Tur'npike Road from Dranesvllle to 
Dr. Alfred Leigh's residence on the county road now kryown as Walker Road near Colvin 
Run, one quarter mile on Walker Road and cross-count,ry to the abandoned Georgetown 
and Leesburg Turnpike Road one quarter mile northweyt of the Elkins railway station, 
and the abandoned Georgetown and Leesburg Turnplkq road to Chain Bridge. The 
road was to be undertaken as a public service, rather than for profit. Tolls would be 
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used for operating expenses and maintenance only. When the Commonwealth or 
Counties had returned the stockholders' Investment, nrj further tolls would be charged 
and the road would be turned over to the Commonwealth to be operated as a free 
public highway. The act ended by noting that an emeygency existed for the speedy 
constructfon of this turnpike. *a 

As in 1813, it was finally necessary to organize an additional turnpike company to meet 
the completed road of the Washington and Leesburg Turnpike Company at Dranesville 
and extend It to the boundary of the District of Columhia at Chain Bridge. The 
Washington, Great Falls, and Dranesville Highway Coppany (W,GF, & D) was 
incorporated in 1919 "...for the purpose of constructin maintaining and operating a 
turnpike road from Langley to Dranesville with a branc % line to the Great Falls of the 
~ o t o m a c . " ~ ~  The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors pranted the right and title of 
Fairfax County in and to the abandoned Georgetown and Leesburg Turnpike Road 
between Langley and Dranesville to the new company, lrequiring that the road be no 
less than thirty feet wide with twelve feet surfaced with stone, sand and gravel. 
Completed five mile sectlons would be accepted for tolls with the first toll gate placed 
no less than one mile from Langley. Tolls would be us,ed to maintain the road. The 
improved Georgetown Pike would be returned to the Crpunty or the Commonwealth for 
use as a free road when the latter had repaid the experdses of the investors together 
with 6% interest less dep~eciation,'~~ A bond issue of [6100,000 with 7 112 % interest 
payable in ten years was secured with a mortgage of ayl the property, rights and 
franchises of the ~ornpany.'~' The road between the Di~tr ict  of Columbia boundary and 
Langley was excluded because it had been improved eqrlier by Josaph Leiter, a weaIthy 
resident who owned the site later purchased by the U. 1s. government as the 
headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency. Fairfap County placed a toll gate on 
the Georgetown Pike in Langley at the entrance to Leitqr's property.'02 

Col. Robert N. Harper, President of the District National: Bank and the Washington and 
Leesburg Turnpike Company, was elected president of lthe new company. Joseph 
Leiter sewed as Vice President. Herman E. Gasch, whq) lived on the Georgetown Pike 
at Prospect Hill and had been a leader in the organi~at i~~n of the Old Dominion 
Protective Association, served as Treasurer. Douglas $. Mackall, grandson of Benjamin 

Acts, 1910, ch. 4, pp. 4-6. 

Code of Virginia, W 9 ,  ch. 150. 

,, F a i h  County Board of Supervisors' Minute Book W, p. 8. 

,,, Fairfax County Land Records, Llber W No. 8, (7-1-21), p. 437. 

,, Manning aasch, "Recollections of the Geaqetown Plke and Its Environs," Gasch Family Papers, p. 2. 
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F. Mackail who had sewed as President of the Falls Brlidge Turnpike Company, was 
elected Secretary. Ralph T. Powell served as Assistany Secretary. The Directors of the 

Company included B. A. Bowles, cashier of the Potom:ac Savings Bank in Georgetown; 
Mark Turner, R. F. O., in Vienna; Frederick G. Carper, it\ Mclean; and John W. Preston, 
R. F. D., in vienna.lo3 Investors were found all along thie route and as far away as 
Purcellvllle in western Loudoun County. They includec{ the Washington & Leesburg 
f urnpike Company, the Parkway Motor Company in Georgetown, and the Murphy & 
Ames lumber company in ~ o s s l y n . ' ~ ~  

The prospectus issued by the newly incorporated cornvany outlined plans to complete 
the work in two sections. Construction would move eqst to west, beginning on the 
saction between Langley and Elkins with a branch into the Great Falls. When that 
section was completed work would begin on the secon,d section between Elkins and 
DranesvllIe. No work would begin untll at least $25,00Q of the capital stock had been 
subscribed. While the president and directors felt that the Company could not be 
expected to raise the funds to build "a first class rnodqrn highway," they were confident 
that a good road could be built retaining the original stpne bed and resurfacing it to 
make "a substantial and permanent highway." They eqpected heavy use of the new 
highway for automobile travel between Washington,Grqat Falls, and Leesburg. It was 
hoped that toils would finance both maintenance of the( road and dividends to the 
stockholders. ~hekoudoun ~ime3announced on Augqst 26, 1920, that work had 
begun on the reconstructed Georgetown and Leesburg Turnpike between Langley and I I 

DranesvPle, commenting, "When these two new stretches of road are completed there 
will be an all-season roa between Leesburg and Wa~hington.' '~~ On September 8, 
1921, thekudoun Mirror oted. "The sale of bonds for the reconstruction of the 9 I - 

,' 

Georgetown-teeabu rg p e between Langley and Dranwville by the Washington, Great 
Falls & Dranesville Highway Co., is steadily increasing. The total subscribed to date is 
$28,300." 

Manning Garch, son of the {ornpanyls treasurer, Hermpn E. Gasch, recalls that J 
construction began in 1920 with rapid completion of a \water bound macadam road on 
the easy stretch between Langley and Balls Hill where $he present Capital Beltway 
interchange (Interstate 495) is located. Between this pgint and Elkins, including the 
crossing of Difficult Run, the terrain was very rough an,d mountainous. The new 
turnpike company slowly struggled with the same ~ond~truction difficulties that the Falls 

,,The Washlngton, Greet Falls and Draneavllle Highway Company Prospectus!. Great Falls HIstortcal Society. Also, "To Make 
Gewgatown Plke a Toll Road;' The Loudoun Mlrror, (March 5,1920) p.?. 

,,"Washington-Lamburg Plke Subscrlptlons Comlng In,." The Loudoun Mirror, (Sept. 8, 1921), p. 1. 

w, Op. Clt. 
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Bridge Turnpike Company had encountered a century !3arlier. Although the rohd was 
being reconstructed as an automobile road, the method of construction was much the 
same. The work was done primarily with men and mules, with stone quarried from 
nearby sites. Use of a steam roller and bituminous biader for surfacing and dynamite 
for quarrying represented the slim technological advawces of a century. The water 
bound macadam of the first section did not hold up aryd was resurfaced immediately. 
The road between Elkins and Dranesville, completed eqrlier with a water bound 
macadam funded through a Dranesville District road bfpnd also required resurfacing. 
Two toil gates were constructed. The first was locatedl on the Burling property on the 
east side of the Georgetown Pike near the present Swi,nks Mill Road. The second was 
located five miles west near Cornwell Farms, below Leigh Milt Road. A third toll gate 
was located in Dranesville on the Leesburg turnpike. 1-he toll was 25 cents. Ticket 
books were issued for commuters and other frequent i!~sers.'~~ 

The road had been largely reconstructed and placed in use by the summer of 1923. 
Gasc h remembers excursionists celebrating the nationpl holiday declared on the day of 
President Harding's funeral by driving down the Pike soouting "Hurrah for Harding." 
By 1924 the road was completed, including the spur which followed the old Falls Road 
to the Great Falls. Overflow crowds visited the latter qn Sundays and holida s. On 
July 4, 1924, 1000 can passed through Toll Gate Y7 en route to this location& In its 
Prospectus the ompany had extolled the scenic qualities of the road-- f I /  

Its route Is through a most interesting and romantic countryside, little known on account 
of the Impassable condition of the highway at the prepent tlme. Wooded hills, streams, 
springs of clear water, give a variety to scenes unsurpassed In historical and traditional 
interest. f he river abounds in charms for the artlst atj well as those seeking out-of-door 
recreation. It is hoped that the United States Governwent will make a park from the 
Highway Bridge to Great Falls, thus preserving these lunexampled natural beauties to 
posterity. 

This was in concert with the new national enthusiasm lior bile touring over 
scenic and historic highways designed for that i+Agp 

reported on December 22, 1927, that a bill had been 
a toll bridge across the Potomac at Great Falls which "...would form a link in a great 
circular drive between Washington and Great Falls, witb boulevards on either side of 
the river." The bridge would be built "...at the foot of tpe falls, making it wide enough 
for parking by motorists lingering to enjoy the scenery in crossing."08 The George 

- 

,, Gasch. 

,p, Gasch. 

,,"Toll Brldge Asked at Great Falls," Loudoun Times-Mirror (Dee. 22, 1927) 1j.2. 
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Washington Memorial Parkway was never to reach as liar as the Great Falls and the 
bridge was never to be built, but the idea of the intrinsjc value of the scenic and 
historic qualities of the Georgetown Pike was irrevocab)ly established. 

The Rambler, approaching the then infamous "Georget,own and Leesburg pike" from a 
county road now known as Leigh Mill Road, commented on July 7,  1918-- 

There is no use ... in saylng anythlng against the roads; near Washington. Automobile 
folk do enough of that. There are very few roads aror~nd Washingtopthat cannot be 
walked on in dry weather, if one ia sure-footed. But the roads are gettlng better every 
year. People in the country know as well as people i r ~  the city the advantage of good 
roads, but new roads or old roads made over cost myney and generally it is the people 
in the country who have to pay for them. Of course ip Maryland and on certain toll 
toads in Virglnia they make automobile owners pay fqr the buildlng and rebuilding 
of  road^..,^^^ 

Tolls had not been sufficient to pay for the "building acid rebuilding" or even the 
maintenance and repair of the Georgetown Pike at any ltime between 'I 81 3 and 1934. 
The Washington, Great Falls and Dranesville Highway (Gompany met with much the 
same difficulties as the Falls Bridge Turnpike Company before it. The cost of the 
construction and of the subsequent maintenance was higher than anticipated. The 
bridges remained at the mercy of Potomac River floodiog. Tolls were not sufficient to 
repay the construction debt or even the maintenance apd repair costs. The automobile 
required a consistently dependable surface. Patching ~potholes, spreading sand on ice, 
and plowing snow became important and expensive new concerns. No interest was 
paid on the road bonds after January, 1925. The depreesion following the t929 stock 
market crash sealad the fate of the toll road. No furthqr financing could be secured. 
The bond principal was not paid when it came due in 1131. The Potomac Savings Bank 
failed in 1933, taking the road's cash assets of $1,629.713 with it. The road was no 
longer able to operate. Indebtedness could not be disoharged and repair and 
maintenance work could not proceed. 'I0 

Herman E. Gasoh was elected resident of the ompaqy and charged with securing the J' P / most favorable dlsposition o its assets. With the asslqtance of Carter Glass, the senior 
U. S. Senator from Virginia, negotiations were opened with Commissioner of Highways 
Colonel H. G. Shirley for acquisition of t h e  Georgetown1 Pike by the Commonwealth 
under the provisions of the Byrd Act. Manning Gasch yecounts that Shirley told his 
father and Glass\representative J. W. Rixey Smith that the Commonwealth had no L/ 

,, "The Rambler Wrltes of Jackson's Mill and a Forgotten Burylng Plot,"The Iffashington Sunday Star, vol. 2, No, I S 2  (July 
7, lBl8)  Part4. 

,,, Mllburn P. Sanden, "The Washington, Great Falls and Dranesvllle Highway Company, Incorporatd," The Fatrfax County 
Hlstorlcal Soclety, V 18, 1982, pp. 83-67. 



Hp$ Form 10-9004 
(8-a61 

OMB No. 10244ole 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 8 p a g e Y  George?own Pike 
Arlingtcjn and Fairfax Counties, VA 

funds for acquisition of the,dompanyls assets but woqld accept the mad intolhe v' 
Virginia secondary system with a clear title and assume responsibility for its 
maintenance and repair. It was agreed that the $ompqny's assets would be sold at J 
auction to resolve the situation. A buyer without previ,ous financial interest in the 
gompany was required to achieve the desired result. IMr. Gasch approached Lucy J 

Madeira Wing, headmistress of the Madeira School, a nrivate school for girls located on 
the Georgetown Pike at Prospect Hill. The road was egsential to the success of the 
school, and Miss Madeira agreed to the arrangement. lThe assets of the Washington, 
Great Falls and Dranesville Highway Company, including the Georgetown Pike, were 
auctioned in front of the Fairfax County Courthouse or1 May 19, 1934. The Madeira 
School was the successful bidder, purchasing the roacj for $500. With its title then 
unencumbered, the Madeira School conveyed ownershjp of the Georgetown Pike to the 
CamrnanweaIth.'" The Washington, Great Falls and D~ranesville Highway Company had 
turned over a soundly reconstructed road to the Comw4onwealth. Little was required 
beyond routine maintenance and repair for many years8. 

In 1948 the Georgetown Pike was made part of the Virqinia primary road system:I2and 
the struggle of citizens to preserve its historic and scqnic integrity began. In this year 
Congressional protection was granted to Florence Calv;ert and Margaret Scattergood, 
granting life tenancy to live in the style to which they had been accustomed, following 
condemnation of their home "Calvert" on the north $id@ of the Georgetown Pike at 
Langley for construction of the Central Intelligence Agqncy (CIA). Dolley Madison 
Boulevard, a six lane divided highway, was planned to lprovide an appropriate linkage 
for the CIA with Washington and the interstate highway system. In 1956, pursuant to 
the 1947 agreement, Congress required the Virginia Department of Highways to move 
the proposed road south of their property to avoid desiroying the privacy and beauty at 
"Calvert" by cutting trees. The following year citizens isuccessfully opposed private 
development of the Fort Marcy site and destruction of the earthworks to provide 
highway fill dirt. With the support of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, the site 
was purchased and deeded to the National Park Sewicp as part of the George 
Washington Parkway in 1959. Dolley Madison Boulevayd had been routed through the 
Georgetown Pike roadbed from an intersection with thg George Washington Memorial 
Parkway toward the CIA entrance and through Langley Fork. In 1961 a group of 
citizens successfully opposed this destructive plan. Dqlley Madison Boulevard took a 
new route from the CIA entrance west to the Capital Byltway at Tysons Corner which 
presewed the Georgetown Pi key Langley Fork, and other historic properties. President 
John F. Kennedy, who had resided at Hickory Hill in La,ngley when the conflict began, 
played a major role. 

,,, Gaach, MSS. Atso, Herman E. Gasch, et a1 vs The Washington, Great Fall!! and Dranesvllle Hghway Company, Chancery 
No. 201, Falrfax County Court 

,,, Stat8 Highway Commission, "Minutes," (May 24-6, 1948) 228. 
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In 1962 Fairfax County published 'The Vanishing Land--Proposals for Open Space 
Presewation.' Citizens, with the assistance of U. S. Inlprior Secretary Stewart Udall, 
successfully opposed high-rise development of the "Mlerrywood" estate on the 
Georgetown Pike in the palisade area above Chain Brl@ge. Merrywood was the girlhood 
home of President John F. Kennedy's wife Jacqueline. Scenic easements signed by 
neighboring landowners now protect and conserve the Potornac Palisades. In 1964-67, 
a Potornac planning task force, assembled by the American Institute of Architects 
under the leadership of Udall, recommended a low demity zone extending three miles 
inland from the river, and "stringent controls over ail existing foresb along the 
Potomac, to a distance of 112 mile inland from the rivec's edge." In 1968-70 citizens 
successfully fought to preserve from development the ,unique 320 acre Burling tract 
between the Georgetown Pike and the Potornac River qast of Scott's Run. The citizens 
of Dranesville District taxed themselves through a referendum to match a grant from 
Secretary of the Interior Hinckel's dhcretionary fund fo,r the $1.5 million purchase price 
of this extraordinary Potomac Vall y I nd nd the estalplishment of the Scott's Run 
Nature Preserve. in 1972-73, an$,& Jrnmittee of ~it izens successfully negotiated 
with the Yeonas Company to allow development of the western 200 acres of Cornwell 
Farm in a manner consistent with the open character d,f the Great Falls countryside. 
Cornwell Farm is located between Georgetown Pike ang the Potomac River near the 
intersection of the Plke with Leigh Mill Road. In 1973 tfie Georgetown Pike was 
designated the first Scenic Byway of Virginia. In 1991 ?he Ad Hoc Committee to 
Preserve Georgetown Pike was formed. The lobbying qf this group led ta a VDOT 
study entitled Report of the Department of Transporfation on the Georgetown Pike to 
fhe Governor and Assembly of Virginia: Senate Docum(9nt No. 47, which examined and 
evaluated potentiai preservation treatments for the Geqrgetown Pike. 
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PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION , : 

Location: Georgetown Pike, Arlington and Fairfax Cot~nties, VA. 
Phofogmphetl Michael Rierson, Fairfax County Park Eluthority. 
Date: 1995. 
Negatives: Fairfax County Park Authority. 

1. Mouth of Pimmit Run, looking south across the Polpmac River from Chain Bridge in 
the District of Columbia. Figure below bridge at site df Thomas Lee's landing. George 
Washington Memorial Parkway in distance. 

2. Looking east on Route 123. Fort Marcy at right. 

3. Langley Toll House at right Looking west in Langlfey Fork Historic District. 

4. Abandoned Georgetown Pike. Looking east, CIA at left. 

5. Site of 1920's Toll House # 1 at left in Scotts Run Npture Preserve. Looking east 
toward Route 495 interchange. 

8. Swinks Milrefs House at right, Scotts Run Nature P'reserve at left. Looking east 
from intersection with Swinks Mill Road. 

7. Dower House. Looking north. 

8. Spring Hill Road, Old Falls Road from first Fairfax Cjounty courthouse, at left. 
Frederkk G. Carper Farm across intersection, looking qouth. Carper was a dlrector of 
the Washington, Great Falls & Dranesville Highway Company. 

9. Pasture at Madeira School. Looking north from Geqrgetown Pike. 

40, Summer road at right of Geordetown Pike. Looking west from entrance of Madeira 
School. Gasch residence at left. 

11. Drover's Rest at right, tooking north. 

12. Pasture east of Towlston Road. Looking south. 

13. Dralnage and summer road east of Difficult run. 1,ooking west. 

14. Above Difficult Run, Great Falls Park at left. Look;ing east. 
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15. Winston's store and livery stable at Elkins, Great Falls Park at left, east of park 
entrance. Looking east. 

16. Great Falls Grange Park, old schoolhouse at righd. Looking north. 

17. Cornwell House west of Great Falls village. Looking north. 

18. Mark Turner Dairy Farm east of Springvale Road. Looking south. 


