oarton ~ r o l r e vstation

-

E

.........................................................
.........................................................
5. Classification
.........................................................
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
x

private

- public-local
- public-State
- public-Federal
Category of Property (Check only one box)
-x- building(s)
- district
- site
- structure
- object
Number of Resources within Property
Contributing
1
-0-0-01- -

Noncontributing
1
buildings
-0sites
-0structures
-0objects
-1Total

--

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register -0 Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/AU if property is not part of
a multiple property listing.)
N/A

..........................................................
........................................................

--

6. Function or use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Sub: Rail-related
Cat: TRANSPORTATION

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
sub: single dwelling
Cat: DOMESTIC

..............................
................................

--

------

--------

7. Description

~rchitecturalClassification (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN

Materials (Enter catesories from instructions)
foundation BRICK
walls
-WOOD:
weatherboard
roof
other

METAL : tin

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)

...........................
............................
8.

Statement of Siunificance

~ ~ p l i c a bNatiofu?l
le
Register .Cri.teria tnerk "x" i n m e o r . m r e
3oxes f o r the c r l t e r l a q u a l l f y l n g the property f o r Natronal
?egister L i s t i n g )

.

C r i t e r i a Consideratian,

-

A

ound

(nark q9in a l l

4 rr~yar2mtiui.m a uod f
a rrli-

the

boxes t h a t a ~ p l y . )

m.

;reas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance 1905-1939

Zignificant Dates

-1905
-1939--

jignificant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

cultural Affiliation

N/A

ArchitectlBuilder Washington and Fairfax Electric Railroad Co.
Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)
9. Major Bibliographical References
.............................
...............................

-

----

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)
Primary Location of Additional Data

l r e v i o u s docurentation on f i l e (NPS)

- preliminary
determination o f individual 1 i s t i n g (36 CFR 67)
has been requested.
- previously l i s t e d i n the National Register
- previously determined e l i g i b l e by the National Register
- designated a National H i s t o r i c Landmark

- recorded by H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey #
- recorded by

H i s t o r i c American Engineering Record #

-

-x- State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e

- Other State agency
- Federal agency
- Local goverrment
- University

Other
Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property -.30 acresUTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Eastinq Northing

Zone Eastinq Northing

- See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

.............................
11. Form Prepared By
...............................................................................

--

name/title
Adrienne Stefan and Tom Macklin
organization
dateJuly 1 1 , 1994
street & number-2923 Gray Street
telephone -703-242-1595city or townOakton
state-VA- zip code
22124-

-

...............................................................................
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute wries) indicating the properly's loeation.
A sketch map for historic districts and propenies having large acreage or numerous resources

Photographs
Represenlalive black and white photographs of the properly

Additional items
(Cheek with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

----

Property Owner
.......................
.............................

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

street & number
clty or town

telephone
state
zip code

-
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA

summary
The Oakton Trolley Station, located in Oakton, Fairfax County, is
a medium-sized three-story vernacular-form building. It was built
in 1905 by the Washington and Fairfax Electric Railway Company,
which ran trolleys from Fairfax City to downtown Washington, D.C.,
from 1904 until 1939. The station, currently a private residence,
retains its original appearance and most of its early twentieth
century exterior. It has a rectangular plan, with a wrap-around
open porch, weatherboards and a tin roof. A two-room addition, in
the same style and materials as the original building, was recently
added at the rear of the station. The interior restoration has
been completed in a fashion sympathetic to the original building
with appropriate wallpaper, fixtures, molding, and hardwood floors.
For the moment, the setting remains fairly unchanged, with the
trace of trolley roadbed extending into the woods east and west,
and most of the adjacent houses built in similar style to the
station.
Description

The Oakton Trolley Station is a medium-sized three-story
vernacular-form building located in Oakton, Fairfax County, between
the city of Fairfax and the town of Vienna, two blocks off Route
123 to the north and Blake Lane to the south.
The small area
within these two larger roads corresponds to Willis R. Gray's
planned 1902 subdivision in Oakton, which is still known as "Gray's
Gray arranged to have the Washington and Fairfax
O a k t ~ n . ~Here
~
Electric Railway Company build one of their trolley stations in his
subdivision in 1905. The trolley ran from the District of Columbia
through Arlington to Vienna, Falls Church, Dunn Loring, and Oakton
into Fairfax City. Since the station's construction in 1905, the
building.has been in almost continuous use--as a trolley station
until 1939, then as a post office and general store,' and finally
as a boarding house2. Restoration work was completed in 1988,
following a period of several years when the house was only
intermittently inhabited.3 It is presently a private residence.
Except for an addition at the rear, the station retains its
original appearance and most of the early twentieth century
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
Description (continued)

exterior architectural detailing. The interior has been modernized
with the intention of incorporating the appropriate style and
materials of the trolley station's era.
The local community
continues to refer to it as the "Oakton Trolley StationN and part
of the raised trolley roadbed remains visible outside the station.
The original station has a rectangular plan, approximately 24.4
feet by 38.8 feet, with a two-story bay window measuring about 10
feet across located on the south elevation. A 90-foot wrap-around
open porch which functioned as a sheltered waiting platform is
located on the west and south facades.
The original brick
foundation is visible on the north and eastern facades; there is no
basement or cellar area. The cedar weatherboards are plain on the
two story wall areas. The gable ends and dormer face are sheathed
in fishscale shingles. The weatherboard and shingles are separated
by a flat trim board. Window and door surrounds are plain flat
boards with simple moulding. The cornerboards have small caps,
while the fascia consists of flat board trim. The open eaves
include patterned rafter ends.
The main entry is more sophisticated. It includes a double door
with bevelled glass, probably original4, and some simple .carved
decoration in the lower door panels. The door hinges are also
decoratively formed. The wrap-around porch has tongue-and-groove
floor and ceiling with turned railings and supports. The porch's
highlight are the spindle braces. There are two French doors,
opening out from the dining room onto the south side of the porch,
corresponding to the boarding area for the trolley passengers. The
roofs were and are of tin.
In 1986-87, an addition was put on the eastern side, at the rear of
the house, extending the width of the structure (24.4 feet) and
approximately 15 feet in depth. The addition now contains a family
room and kitchen and, except for the modern kitchen interior, has
been completed in a fashion that is sympathetic to the original
building.
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
Description (continued)
The interior floors of the station are of hardwood. The walls are
papered downstairs and painted on the second and third floors. All
the rooms have simple-wood floor and crown molding; the dining room
and the family room feature plain wainscoting. The second and
third floors have always been used as residential space, originally
housing the station-master.'
However, the plumbing has been
completely modernized.
The light and plumbing fixtures, where
possible, are all replicas appropriate to the early twentieth
century. The living room contains a large antique carved oak
mantelpiece which is not original to the house but is appropriate
to the period.
The setting of the station remains--for 'the moment--fairly rural
and unchanged; the trace of the trolley roadbed and right of way
can still be seen extending into the woods to the east and west.
Two of the four or five houses visible from the station are of the
same style and approximately the same period. Four acres of wooded
area bounds the station on the south and a small farmed lot on the
north.
Statement of Significance
The Oakton Trolley Station is significant for its association with
the development of urban and suburban transit in the northern
VirginiaIDistrict of Columbia area. The Washington and Fairfax
Electric Railway Company, which the station served, was used
extensively in the first decades of the century by both local
businesses and commuters to move produce, goods, and people from
the smaller northern Virginia communities into Washington, D.C.,
The larger
and inta the cities of Fairfax and Falls Church.
stations were all designed in similar style; the Oakton Trolley
Station is the only surviving example. The trolley line also
served other community functions such as bringing mourners to
funeral services at the Flint Hill cemetery, which also bordered on
the line.6

'

'
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
Statement of Significance (continued)

Historical Backaround and Sianificance
The Washington and Fairfax Electric Railway Company was chartered
in February 1901. The trolley company began service to its western
terminus of Fairfax Court House on December 2, 1904. Willis R.
Gray, who had sold the railroad a right of way on his land in
Oakton, also encouraged the company to build a station in his
Oakton subdivision. In 1905 the trolley company built the station
and ticket office, part of which was leased to Robert Ballard for
a store. A post office was also in the building at this period.'
The Washington and Fairfax Electric Railyay was extensively used
from the beginning by farmers shipping produce into the city, mail
carried both ways, and florists sending flowers from the Oakton
area. (At the turn of the century, the Oakton area boasted several
mail-order nursery businesses in addition to its local farms. Gray
himself was among these nurserymen, having begun his mail-order
flower business in 1901. Gray's nursery business did not prosper
after World War I; Gray himself blamed this decline on the advent
of the automobile which allowed people to buy their plants directly
rather than through the mail. )
During and after World War I, the line also served a large
and increasing number of commuters. This began to change in the
mid-twenties as the trolley was challenged by the development of
public and private vehicle transportation and competition from
rival public transportation lines in the District of Columbia. For
the first time in 1929, the trolley line failed to show a profit.
The final blow was the loss of its Washington terminal at 12th and
Constitution Avenue, N.W., which was torn down in the thirties to
to
make way.for a new post office building. The company continued
lose money and finally ended all service in September 1939.9
After the demise of the trolley, the Oakton Trolley Station
continued to be used as a general store and post office. It served
as a post office into the fifties. The building was then used
intermittently as a boarding house. Following a period when it was
not inhabited, in the mid-eighties, the building was restored. The
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
Statement of Significance (continued)

owners conducted badly-needed repair and maintenance work, such as
the removal and replacement of damaged siding.''
The garage was
built (again in the appropriate style) on an area where a similar
outbuilding once stood. The original outbuilding was probably a
chicken coop.11
The area surrounding the Oakton Trolley Station, still known as
llGrayfs
Oakt~n,~'
has not changed much in the last forty years and
has a community spirit which is fairly uncommon in the highly
mobile, highly developed northern Virginia area.
Although
threatened by ubiquitous real estate development, it still
retains a large portion of its quiet character and provides us with
a glimpse of an earlier Fairfax County.

I

i

'
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
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3.

Evans, D'Anne A.

OD. tit., p. 119.

4. Personal interview with Ralph and Pat Hughes (see note no. 2,
above). The Hughes were not certain of the origin of the glass,
but believed the complete doors were original.
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Oakton Trolley Station
Oakton, Fairfax County, VA
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Verbal boundary description
The property's legal lot and parcel number on the county Tax Map
Oakton RWY STA, # 047-2-01-0063A.
(A Plat is attached
is:
outlining the boundary of the property within Gray's Subdivision,
Section 3.) The property is divided into,two parcels, as follows:
Parcel 1: Beginning at a point where Northwest side of the right
of Arlington and Fairfax Railroad Company intersections of
Northeast side of a public highway designated as Gray Street on a
plat of Gray's Subdivision of Oakton, recorded County; thence with
the line of said public highway North 29 degrees, 56 minutes, West
50 feet to a point; thence on a line North 63 degrees, 54 minutes,
East 220 feet to a point; thence on a line South 85 degrees, 12
minutes East 97.13 feet to a point on said Northwest line of said
right of way; thence along said Northwest line of said right of way
South 63 degrees, 54 minutes, West 300 feet to the place of
beginning, being a tract of irregular shape and containing 0.27 of
an acre, more or less.
Parcel 2: All that certain lot designated as outlot "C" of the
property of John R. and Regina K. Moore on plat attached to a Deed
of Dedication and Resubdivision recorded June 8, 1988 in Deed Book
7049 at page 1617, among the land records of Fairfax County,
Virginia. (This lot being the trolley right of way.)
Verbal boundary Justification
The boundary of the nominated property coincides with the current
property lines for 2923 Gray Street. This is a reasonable boundary
as 2923 Gray Street includes the complete trolley station building.
The present boundaries also include the complete width of the 40foot trolley roadbed right-of-way for the length of the property.
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