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If. Name 
historic OTTER CREEK ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE (DHL FILE # 3 3 - 2 8 8 )  

and or common N/A 

2. Location 
street & number N/A 2% not tor ~ublicatlon 

citv. town F e r r u m  vicinitv of 

atate V i r g i n i a  code 51 countv - code 06' 

- - - - - - 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(8) private JL unoccupied - commerclai - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational -- private residence 
2- slte Public Acquisltion Accessible - entertainment - nllgious 
- object - In procescr 1L yes: restricted - ~overnment - ccientific 

- being considered -- yes: unrsstrlcted - Lndustrial - transportation 
N/A - no - miliiary - X other: forest 

4. Owner of Property 
name L e o n a r d  C .  B r o w n  -- - - 
street & number R o u t e  3, B o x  257 

.----- 

city, town F e r r u m  state V i r g i n i a  24088 -- u . A  vicinity I -. -- 
5. Location of Legal Descriptisn 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frankl in  Courthouse 

street 6 number N/A -- 
city, town R o c k y  M o u n t  state V i r g i n l a  24151 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys .Y a 

D I V I S I O N  OF H I S T O R I C  LANDMARKS 
title Survey ( S i t e  # 4 4 F R 3 1 )  has this property been determined eligible? . -  yes X_- no - 
date A p r i l  1983 --- - -- - federal X stale - county - local 

. -. -. 
D I V I S I O N  OF H I S T O R I C  LANDMARKS' RESEARCH CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGY 

de~8itQry 'Or r e C ~ r % . ~ ~ L ~ ~ P ~ X X 3 6 . ~  -..---- -- - . . .- - - - -- 

city, town Yorktown --- -- .- - -- -- - - - - - state - -  V i r q u i . . U . 6 9 Q _ . -  

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:

VLR     04/16/1985                              
NRHP  05/09/1985  



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated 1L.- unaltered X . original site 

- good rulns - altered -- moved date s/& .--.- ---- . .----A- 

fair unexposed 
C . _ l _ _ l _ _  . _ _  _--__ _ .__ --..-.------- .- -------- 

Describe the present and origlnrl (H known) physicof appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Otter Creek Archaeoloaical S i t e  (44FR31). a ~ r e h i o t o r i c  hamlet, is si tuated 
~ ~ - . .  

i n  an upland Location 4 
- . Occupational debris  1s 

in  an area 95 meters by 85 
meters. Test excavations conducted i n  1984 a t  44FR31 determined tha t  the s l t e  has 
well preserved f l o r a l  and faunal remains, numerous ceramic and l i t h i c  artifacts, and 
i n t a c t  subsurface cu l tu ra l  features. Principal occupation a t  the Otter Creek Archaeo- 
logical  S i t e  dates  t o  t h e  last haLf of the Late Woodland Period (AD 1300-1650). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

The Otter  Creek ArchaeoloaicaL S i t e  is located on a denselv wooded u ~ l a n d  sDur - - - -  - 

(Photo 1).  This s i t e ,  w i t h  a southern and western 
exposure, 

-ve sea level a t  the s i t e ,  
w 
-. Nomina?acreage 1s currently in  a stand of t r ees ,  approximate 
th i r ty- f ive  years i n  age. Evidence for prior  cul t iva t ion  a t  t h i s  location includes a 
large rock p i l e ,  scat tered quartz boulders, and s l igh t  ledge, a l l  marking the edge of 
a former f i e l d  (Photo 2 ) .  The Otter Creek ~rchaeologica l  S i t e  has been designated 
44FR31 in the s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  inventory of archaeological s i t e s .  

Occupational debrls  a t  44FR31 i s  l ight ly  d is t r ibuted  over an area measuring 
approximately 95 meters Long by 85 meters wide, roughly corresponding t o  the r e l a t ive ly  
f l a t  land on the mountain spur a t  t h l s  location (Figure 1).  A heavy concentration of 
cu l tu ra l  debrls  measuring approximately 25 meters Long by 8 meters wide is s i tua ted  
a t  the western edge of the s i te .  The s i t e  contains cul tura l  rnaterlal dating principal ly 
t o  the l a s t  half of the l a t e  Woodland Period (AD 1300-1650), although early Late 
Woodland Period (AD 1000-1300) sherds and Early and Late Archaic perlods pro jec t i le  
points  (8000-6000 BC and 3000-1000 Bc, respectively) have been found i n  small numbers 
a t  the si:e. 

I n  August 1984, the Archeological Society of Virginia and the Division of 
Historic  Landmarks' Research Center for Archaeology conducted a jo in t  invest igat ion 
a t  44FR31. A block of s i x  one-meter squares (Photo 3) a s  well a s  nine two-foot t e s t  
squares were excavated. 

The block Of squares, excavated within the heavy concentration of culturaL debris ,  
documented tha t  t h i s  portion of the s i t e  is i n  an excellent s t a t e  of preservation. 
In t h i s  area, the plow zone is extremely r ich  in pottery and l i t h i c  a r t i f a c t s  and 
well preserved bone and she l l  remains, mainly due t o  the fac t  t h a t  t h e  land was l a s t  
plowed more than th i r ty- f ive  years ago. One human bur ia l  i n  an i n t a c t  subsurface 
feature was encountered during thi.s excavation and contained lensing of debris  w i t h  
well preserved f l o r a l  remains. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 1 ) 



8. Significance 

Period 
. X prehistoric 
. 1400-1 499 
. -- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
. - 1700-1 799 
- -- 1800-1899 
- .  1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
X archeology-prehistoric community planning 
. archeology-historic conservation 
- agriculture . . - . economics 

architecture education 
art engineerlng 

. commerce exploration~settlement 
_ communications industry 

invention 

landscape architecture . religion 
. . law sclence 
. . literature . .- . sculpture 

. . military . .  social^ 
- . . .  music humanitarian 
. . philosophy theater 
.... _ politics:government transportation 

- - at her (specity) 
.. - .. .- . -- .-.. - . . . . . . . . . . .  

Specific dates N/A 
--.- ... 

Statement of Signi fkante (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The O t t e r  Creek Archaeo Logical  S i t e  (44FR31) i n  ' 1 ,  V i r g i n i a  c o n t a i n s  
u n d i s t u r b e d  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  f a u n a l  and f l o r a l  r ema ins  
t h a t  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  informati .on on r e g i o n a l  env i ronmen ta l  a d a p t a t i o n s  
and s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  Woodland pe r i od .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
t h e  s i t e  is s i t u a t e d  on a  remote upland s p u r  \\ and 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  o n l y  known p r e h i s t o r i c  hamlet  e v e r  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  Such a  
:Locat ion.  The preponderance  of Dan River  c e r amic s  i n d i c a t e s  44FR31 a l s o  shou.Ld 
p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  _comparat ive d a t a  when s t u d y i n g  Dan River  c u l t u r a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  
e l s e w h e r e  i n  b o t h - ~ i r g i n i a  and North C a r o l i n a .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The O t t e r  Creek Archaeo log i ca l  S i t e  is t h e  o n l y  known s i t e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w i th  
i n t a c t  s u b s u r f a c e  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and a  heavy c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  t h a t  
h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  hamle t  l o c a t e d  on a  remote up land  s p u r  I-J 
: The human b u r i a l  and a  p o s s i b l e  postmold uncovered d u r i n g  l i m i t e d  test 
e x c a v a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  d o  e x i s t  a t  t h e  s i t e  and  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  d a t a  on i n t e n s i t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  and community o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h i s  
u n u s u a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  s emi seden t a ry  occupa t i on .  

The g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  f a u n a l  remains  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  some 
f l o r a l  remains  is unusua l  f o r  such  a  remote s i t e  and s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r a t e g i e s  and env i ronmen ta l  a d a p t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  Woodland Pe r iod .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  local p r e h i s -  
t o r i c  r i v e r i n c  ecosys t ems  and t:,e d r a m a t i c  change t o  t h e  p r e sen t -day  hydro l@gr  is t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  numerous f r e s h w a t e r  s n a i l s ,  f i s h  remail~s, and some rnus-el she! ' l ,  a l l  o f  
which no l o n g e r  o c c u r  n a t u r a l l y  a l ong  t h e  headwaters  o f  O t t e r  Creek .  P o s s i b l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  r e c o v e r e d  f l o r a l  specimens are unexpec t ed ly  numerous p i t t e d  b l o c k s  o f  
s c h i s t ,  or a n v i l  s t o n e s ,  found a t  44FR31 which c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on s u b s i s t e n c e  and/or  t e chno logy  a t  t h e  s i te .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  age  and f u n c t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t o n e s  c u r r e n t l y  are u n c e r t a i n .  They c o u l d  d a t e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Archa i c  o r  Woodland 
P e r i o d .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  may have s e r v e d  a s  n u t t i n g  s t o n e s  i n  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sy s t em o f  
e x p l o i t i n g  up l and  n u t  r e s o u r c e s  on  a  .season~tl b a s i s ,  o r  t h e y  may have  f u n c t i o n e d  as 
a n v i l s  f o r  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p roduc t i on  o f  t o o l s  made from t h e  Local w h i t e  q u a r t z .  

The wide a r r a y  o f  c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d e b r l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  
bo t t omland  v i l l a g e ,  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  compara t ive  d a t a  f o r  V i r g i n i a  and North C a r o l i n a  
Dan R i v e r  c u l t u r e  sites found t o  t h e  e a s t  and wes t  i n  t h e  Piedmont and  t h e  Ridge and 
V a l l e y  p h y s i o g r a p h i c  p r o v i n c e s .  The f i r e d  lumps of p o t t e r y  c l a y  and co i l  f r a g m e n t s ,  
which s u g g e s t  o n s i t e  manufac ture  o f  v e s s e l s  and p i p e s ,  and d i v e r s i t y  i n  v e s s e l  s i z e  
and decoration would b e  o f  immense v a l u e  f o r  Dan R lve r  Ware ce r amic  s t u d i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e  s i te 's  unusua l  and perhaps strategic location may provide data t h a t  h e l p  t o  
i d e n t i f y  ne tworks  o f  communication and t r a d e  t h a t  connec t ed  Dan R ive r  r e l a t e d  c u l t u r e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  Woodland P e r i o d .  



9, Major Bibliocrramhical References 

Acreage at nominated property 2 acres 

Quadrangle name Ferrume 

UT M Reterences 

-- 
Zone Easting Nonhlng 

Quadrangle scale - l ~ ! ! ! . -  -- 

Zone Eastlng Northing 

Verbal boundary de~cription and justification The Otter Creek Archaeological Site is a tri- 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/ A code countv N / A  code 

11 Form Premared Bv 
name/t[tle DIVISION OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS STAFF ------ 
organization DIVISION OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS date 1985 --- --- 

rtreet J, number 221 Governor Street -- telephone (804) 786-3144 

clty or town Richmond state Virginia 23219 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlflcance of this properly wlthin the state is: L ., , 

- national A- state - local - 
As the designated State Hlstorlc Pnsewatlon Offlcer for the National Hlstorlc Presenratlon Act ot 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665). 1 hereby nomlnate this property for 
according to the crlteria and procedures 

State Hlatorlc Presewatton Ofllcer signature 
H. Bryan Mitchell, Director 

t l t b  D I V I S I O N  OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS date February 19 1985 

For NPS use 0nfy 
I hereby ceftlty that this property I8 included In the Natlonal Aeglster 

. . 
date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 

GPO m...7ma 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- Archaeo log i ca l  ~ n a l ~ s i s  

The n i n e  two-foot  test s q u a r e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s i te  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  
found  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  site de te rmined  t h e  s i t e  size a s  shown i n  F i g u r e  1. One 
t es t  s q u a r e  uncovered  what appeared  t o  be a postmold. 

What is p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusua! abou t  t h e  O t t e r  Creek A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  S i t e  is t h e  
abundance and v a r i e t y  o f  c u l t u r a l  d e b r l s  l e f t  i n  such  a remote  a r e a .  B e s i d e s  a heavy 
d e n s i t y  o f  f l a k e s ,  t r i a n g u l a r  q u a r t z  projectile p o l n t s ,  p o t s h e r d s ,  and p i p e  f r agmen t s ,  
t h e r e  is a remarkable  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s m a l l  p o t t e r y  v e s s e l s  and f i r e d  lumps o f  p o t t e r y  
c l a y  and c o i  1 f r agmen t s ,  suggesting t h a t  some o f  t h e  p o t t e r y  and p i p e s  were made on 
t h e  s i te .  The s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s  (Photo  4 )  and e l a b o r a t e l y  d e c o r a t e d  Dan River  
Ware p o t t e r y  (Photo  5) s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  major  occupa t i on  o f  44FR31 d a t e s  t o  AD 1550- 
1650, a l t h o u g h  one r a d i o c a r b o n  a n a l y s i s  on  c h a r r e d  wood r e s u l t e d  i n  a d a t e  o f  
AD 1320+50. - A wlde v a r i e t y  o f  f auna l  remains was uncovered from t h e  s i t e ,  including 
d e e r ,  small an ima l s ,  t u r t l e ,  mussel  s h e l l ,  numerous f r e s h w a t e r  s n a i l s ,  and f l s h .  The 
l a s t  t h r e e  no l o n g e r  occu r  i n  nearby O t t e r  Creek. Remains of  c h a r r e d  s e e d s  and/or  
n u t s  a l s o  were i d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  l i m i t e d  test  e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s i t e .  Numerous 
examples  o f  p i t t e d  b l o c k s  o f  s c h i s t  ( a n v i l  s t o n e s )  occu r  a t  t h e  s l t e ,  b u t  c a n n o t  be 
d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  t h e  Woodland o r  Archa ic  P e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n .  Veins  o f  
w h i t e  q u a r t z  commonly occu r  i n  t h e  bedrock o f  t h e  a r e a  and m y  have been  used  a s  a 
l i t h i c  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s .  C l o s e s t  s o u r c e s  1ncLude b o u l d e r s  o f  wh i t e  
q u a r t z  which can  be  found j u s t  t o  t h e  eas t  of  44FR31 and  s m a l l  chunks o f  unmodified 
w h i t e  q u a r t z  common i n  t h e  plow zone a t  t h e  s i t e .  

10 .  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  S i t e  bounda r i e s  f o r  t h e  nominated a c r e a g e  a r e  ba sed  on 
obse rved  s u r f a c e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  and  s u b s u r f a c e  t e s t i n g .  




