


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
2 good - ruins X altered -moved date 

NLA 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Springdale M i l l  Complex is located  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of U.S. Route 11 near Barton- 
v i l l e ,  Frederick County. The present  m i l l  and two residences a r e  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  var ious  m i l l i n g  opera t ions  conducted on t h e  property s i n c e  i ts  se t t lement  by J o s t  
H i t e  i n  1731. 

The m i l l  is s i t e d  on an embankment overlooking Opequon Creek on t h e  south s i d e  of S t a t e  
Route 649. The e x t e r i o r  wa l l s  of t h e  ca. 1788 s t r u c t u r e  a r e  constructed of coursed rubble 
limestone with wood-frame end gables.  The gables a r e  sheathed with weatherboarding, and 
t h e  roof i s  covered wi th  standing-seam s h e e t  metal .  The main ent rance  i s  found on t h e  e a s t  
e l eva t ion  and c o n s i s t s  of a p l a i n l y  executed f i v e - l i g h t  transom doorway s h e l t e r e d  by a shed- 
roof porch t h a t  extends ac ross  the  e a s t  gable end. The porch was added ca.  1903. A small,  
one-story annex wi th  a s l i d i n g  door is  a t tached t o  t h e  porch and runs almost t h e  e n t i r e  
length of  t h e  s i d e  (nor th)  e levat ion .  The small add i t ion  is topped by a l an te rn .  The 
b u i l d i n g ' s  f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 6/6 hung-sash windows. The openings i n  t h e  s tone  wal ls  
have jack-arch heads. A gabled dormer on t h e  north e l eva t ion  has twin 2/2 hung-sash windows. 
A s tone  chimney with a b r i c k  cap p r o j e c t s  from t h e  nor theas t  corner.  The south s lope  of  
t h e  roof has a t rough leading from it t o  four  l a rge ,  c y l i n d r i c a l  metal g r a i n  s i l o s .  

The m i l l ' s  i n t e r i o r  remains i n  an exce l l en t  s t a t e  of preservat ion  and r e f l e c t s  techno- 
l o g i c a l  changes through t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  This r e f l e c t i o n  is most evident  i n  t h e  
e a s t  por t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  m i l l e r ' s  o f f i c e .  Or ig inal ly  t h e  o f f i c e  was i n  the  
nor theas t  corner ,  i n  a sepa ra te ly  p a r t i t i o n e d  a r e a ,  with h e a t  served by a s tone  f i r e p l a c e .  
I n  t h e  e a r l y  20th century,  t h e  o f f i c e  was moved to  t h e  opposi te  corner of  t h e  frame porch 
extension. Heat was provided by a cas t - i ron  stove.  The o f f i c e  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
s a f e  and o f f i c e  f u r n i t u r e .  In  t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  m i l l ,  t h e  e a r l y  equipment was replaced 
by more up-to-date machinery i n  t h e  t h i r d  quar t e r  of  t h e  19th century and throughout t h e  
e a r l y  20th century. The o r i g i n a l  overshot  water wheel has been replaced by a gasoline-  
turned wheel housed i n  t h e  basement. To t h e i r  new source of  power, t h e  m i l l e r s  a t tached 
bel t-driven machinery. The f i r s t  f l o o r  has  turn-of-the-century f l o u r  packers,  de l ivery  
b ins ,  and buhrs. The second f l o o r  houses s to rage  b i n s ,  graders  and separa to r s ,  and a 
dresser .  The a t t i c  f l o o r  conta ins  t h e  rece iv ing separa to r  and o the r  equipment used i n  t h e  
m i l l  opera t ion .  Barrels a r e  found throughout f o r  t h e  f in i shed  f l o u r .  Notable s t r u c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e s  inc lude  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o s t s  and j o i s t s  and closed-well s t a i r .  

The m i l l  is surrounded by a number of outbui ld ings  which were erec ted  i n  t h e  l a t e  
19th and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r i e s .  North and w e s t  of t h e  m i l l  s tand a p r ivy  and s to rage  shed. 
A garage i s  located  t o  t h e  south of t h e  bui ld ing.  

C- Direc t ly  ac ross  Route 649 i s  a 2%-story coursed rubble limestone res idence .  The 
gable-roof house has a standing-seam s h e e t  metal roof and s i ts  on a limestone foundation. 
The main ( e a s t )  ent rance  is topped by a s tone  jack a rch  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found on a l l  the  
p r i n c i p a l  openings. The e n t r y  i s  she l t e red  by a two-story pedimented Doric p o r t i c o  t h a t  
was added i n  t h e  p resen t  century.  A s i d e  entrance on t h e  nor th  e l eva t ion  is  she l t e red  by 
a 20th-century, one-story Doric porch located  on t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  two-story e l l .  Unfortunately 
a f i r e  i n  t h e  1930s destroyed t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  i n t e r i o r .  The 6/6 hung-sash windows were in-  
s t a l l e d  a t  t h i s  time. 

Located t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  m i l l  i s  a 2%-story, wood-frame res idence  t h a t  has  a s  i ts  
core a two-pen l o g  s t r u c t u r e .  Trad i t ion  has it t h a t  t h e  l o g  core  da tes  t o  t h e  mid-18th 
century. The present  wood-frame add i t ions  d a t e  t o  the e a r l y  1900s. The house contains 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
2 1700-1799 
X 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics literature -sculpture 
2 architecture -education -military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce X explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications X industry - politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- Invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1788 ( m i l l )  BuilderlArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 
Springdale M i l l  was e rec ted  ca .  1788 by David Brown and replaced an e a r l i e r  m i l l  

e s t ab l i shed  by J o s t  Hi te ,  t h e  f i r s t  white s e t t l e r  i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley. The m i l l  
t akes  i t s  name from Hi te ' s  house, Springdale, loca ted  ac ross  t h e  Valley Turnpike (U.S. 
Route 11). Although no t  p r e s e n t l y  opera t ing ,  t h e  m i l l  i s  maintained i n  working condit ion,  
making it a well-preserved example of  an e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  form t h a t  i s  f a s t  disappearing.  
From t h e  time it was completed, Springdale M i l l  served t h e  a rea  t h a t  l a t e r  became t h e  r u r a l  
community of Bar tonv i l l e  f o r  t h e  buying and s e l l i n g  of g r a i n  and its conversion i n t o  f lour .  
Included i n  t h e  complex is an e a r l y  s tone  dwelling and a log  and frame house, both of which 
were probably e a r l y  m i l l e r ' s  houses. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The land on which t h e  m i l l  complex i s  located  is p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a t e n t  of 40,000 
ac res  t h a t  J o s t  Hite acquired i n  1731. I t  i s  bel ieved t h a t  Hi te  erec ted  t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  
m i l l  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p resen t  m i l l  ca .  1738. A m i l l  was a requirement f o r  a 
new se t t lement ,  and H i t e ' s  choice of  t h e  Opequon Creek f o r  h i s  home s i t e  undoubtedly was 
influenced by its i d e a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  a m i l l .  Among t h e  e a r l i e s t  records of Frederick County 
(formed i n  1738) i s  a chronological  l i s t  of t h e  new roads l a i d  i n  t h e  county a t  t h e  request  
of t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  "...we take  them i n  t h e i r  o rde r  ... (#9) H i t e ' s  m i l l  t o  Chrisman's spring ... 
(#16) Hi te ' s  m i l l  t o  Nation 's  Run.. ."l According t o  a d i a r y  e n t r y  of a member of  a pa r ty  
of Moravian s i n g l e  Brethren on a t r i p  through t h e  Valley,  t h e  following observation was 
recorded f o r  October 18, 1753: "A mi le  beyond Fredericktown (Winchester) we stopped a t  
a m i l l  and bought some bread and corn...we continued and again  soon came t o  water.  We 
s t i l l  had four  m i l e s  t o  J o s t  Haid's m i l l .  bJe p i tched our  t e n t  beyond t h e  m i l l . .  ."2 

J o s t  Hi te  died i n  1761. According t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  h i s  grandson, John Hite,  Jr., 
r e b u i l t  t h e  m i l l ,  " . . .on a much l a r g e r  s c a l e  i n  1788 ..." ; 3  however, Frederick County Deed 
Book 15 records t h a t  i n  Apri l  1772, John Hi te  and h i s  wife, Sarah, so ld  654 ac res  on Opequon - 
Creek t o  David Brown f o r  2,700 pounds. Boundary desc r ip t ions  confirm Brown's ownership 
of t h e  m i l l  a f t e r  1772, even though Hi tes  continued t o  l i v e  on adjacent  t r a c t s  carved from 

b- t h e  o r i g i n a l  pa tent .  The Frederick County order  books f o r  1788-89 corroborate Brown's 
e rec t ion  of  a m i l l  i n  1788. I n  t h i s  year  roads were requested,  "...From Brown's lower 
m i l l  t o  Stephensburg.. .From Brown's m i l l  t o  E a r l ' s  s err^."^ me next reference  t o  Brown, 
dated Apr i l  1789, i s  

. . . > 

a p e t i t i o n  of  sundry inhab i t an t s  praying f o r  a road t o  be opened from 
P h i l i p  Carper's t o  David Brown's new m i l l  ... A t  May cour t  1789 ( t h e  
connnissioners) appointed t o  view t h e  ground from P h i l i p  Carper 's  t o  
David Brown's new m i l l  made t h e i r  r e p o r t  which being examined it i s  
ordered t h a t  t h e  p e t i t i o n  be Ulonored) . . .5 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 44 acres 

Quadrangle name Va- 

UMT References 
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Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

- -- - 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on W s i d e  of U.S. Route 11, 
about 4,650' SW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  with VA 37 (SW r m ) ;  thence about 400' SW along s a i d  s i d e ,  
c ross ing  VA 649 i n  process ,  t o  N s i d e  Opequon Creek; thence about 600' NlZl a long s a i d  creek; 
thence about 200' NNE t o  S s i d e  of VA 649; thence about 200' SE along s a i d  s i d e ;  thence 
N, c ross ing  VA649 t o  E s i d e o f  d r i v e  extending N f romsaid .  r o u t e  and continuing about  .. ~ 

100' N along s a i d  s i d e ; - t h e n c e  about 150' E; thence about  250' ESE t o  W s i d e  of U.S. 11, 
po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

an undistinguished interior. A coursed rubble limestone springhouse with a standing-seam 
metal roof is situated to the south of the residence. A small wood-frame, gable-roof shed 
is found to the west of the edifice. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The Springdale Mill Complex consists of the Springdale Mill, a stone residence, a frame 
residence, and numerous outbuildings on a 44-acre tract (approximate). The boundaries have 
been drawn so as to follow natural contour lines and the directions of routes 649 and 11. 
The nominated acreage is a fraction of the original land-holdings of the 149-acre mill tract 
of Daniel Brown, who built the mill in 1788. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

The mill that David Brown built provided the local community with a facility to grind 
and store flour. The mill would eventually come to be modeled on the principles advocated 
by Oliver Evans (1755-1819), whose book, The Young Millwright and Miller's Guide of 1795, 
revolutionized milling technology. According to Evans's theories, each floor served a specific 
function and housed separate mechanical apparatuses. This arrangement was continued well 
into the 19th century, so that when modern equipment was introduced in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, it followed the floor plan of Evans's earlier guide. 

In 1794 David Brown sold to his son, Daniel Brown, 149-3/4 acres of land "...which tract 
is part of a larger tract granted by patent to Jost Hite 3 October 1734.. ."6 Daniel Brown 
and his wife, Rachel, moved to Loudoun County ca. 1809. They sold to David Carlile of 
Frederick County for $12,500 the tract of 149 acres "...with a grist mill and saw mill, 
situate on Opequon Creek.. ."7 Carlile received a mortgage of $7,900 from Brown and was 
never able to own the mill unencumbered from debt. In 1828 Carlile conveyed the property 
of 1494 acres to William M. Barton for $11,250. When Barton died in 1829, the property was 
transferred to his estate. In 1858 the mill was sold to Richard W. Barton and passed to 
David W. Barton in 1859. The present town of Bartonville derived its name from the extensive 
ownership of land by this family during the antebellum period. 

David W. Barton died at Winchester in 1863; in 1868 his executors sold to Charles Colfelt. 
s- "the stone mill known as Barton's Mill with the tract on which the mill was located plus 

another tract of 119 acres known as the Carlile tract."* After further changes in ownership, 
the mill tract was purchased in 1923 by Julian Stover, who operated the grist mill until 
1970. It now is owned by his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Nolan Brim, who hope to 
restore milling operations. 

On the mill tract are two other structures. The wooden house east of the mill includes 
a two-room log core, now totally covered over. Family tradition maintains this was Jost 
Hite's first house, built before his stone house was erected across the road. The stone 
residence to the east of the mill is believed to date to the second half of the 19th century; 
unfortunately, its interior was completely destroyed by fire in 1932. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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SFRIITGDALE MLL COFTLYX 
Frederick County, Virginia 

1 - YAl l  
a - Storage Shed 
b - Frivy 
c - Garage 

2 - Wood-Frame House 
a - Gable-Roof Shed 
b - Linestone Springhouse 

3 - Linestone House 

~ m e g i s t e r  Boundary 






