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1. Name 

mdlw common JOBN GIUBN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES (VELC 40-18) 

2. Location 
rtreet 6 number --J J!L not for publit.tkn 

clty, town Emporia J vlclnlty of 

rtrte Virginia cod. 5 1 ,,nty ~ r e e n s v i l l e  cod0 08 1 

3. Classification 
Cmtegory Ownenhlp 8k tu r  tnaent U u  
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- bulldlng(r) JL prlvrte --K unoccupkd - commertkl p r r k  - rtructure - both - work In pmgms8 - .ducrtkml - prtvato msld.na 
X rlte Publlc Aoqulrltlon Acceulbk - ~ r t r l n m 8 n l  - nliglour 
- object - In procemr - yea: nrblctd - gavotnmnt - scknUtk 

- belng conrldsnd - yar: unn8trlct.d - lndwtrlrl t m n 8 p o m b n  
N/A Z n o  - mllltrry - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
nrm Alma W. and W.W. Green, J r .  

atmt 6 number 210 Park Avenue 

clty, town Emporia vlclnlty d VA 23847 
. - 

5. Location of Legal Description , . 

courthoum, nplrtry d deed., .tc. &eenaville County Courthouee 
-- - 

8m0t 6 number N/A 

city, town Empor ia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Couuniaeion 
ttll* S i t e  Survey Forme 44GVl & 44GV2 hrr thls prom been dotermifwd ellglbtm? - y.. -SC- no 

\ 

&k 1968 f - r l  X L ~  c o u n t y  - ~ l  

deporltary tor runrey n a n d 8  Research Center for Archaeology, P. 0.  Box 368 

c b ,  town Yorktown rtate VA 23690 
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Condltlon chock o m  Chock olw 
- oxcdknt - deterlormod unaltered 2 adglnal slte 
4 - g o o d  - ruins - altored m o v e d  date N/A 
- hlr -X umxpoMd 

Domcrlbo the p r o d  and o r l g l ~ l  (H known) phvmicml appemrmco 

The John Green Archaeological S i t e s  (44GV 
re la ted  prehis tor ic  and h i s t o r i c  Indian sites, - 

(Photo 1) . Occupational debris is scat tered densely over c u l t i -  
vated f i e l d s  i n  an area 200 f ee t  i n  diameter at  44GV1 and covering an area 150 f e e t  i n  
diameter a t  44GV2. Excavations conducted i n  1968 a t  44GV1 determined tha t  the  s i t e  
has well-preserved, refuse-f i l led p i t s ,  human burials ,  and house pat terns.  Pr inc ipa l  
occupation a t  the John Green s i t e s  dates  t o  the Historic  Period (AD 1680-1730), with 
s l i g h t  u n s t r a t i f  i ed  occupation spanning the  Early Archaic through Late Woodland 
periods. 

ARCHAEOMGICAL ANALYSIS 

The John Green sites have been designated 44GVl and 44GV2 i n  the  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  
inventory of archaeological s i t e s .  

Occupational debris  a t  44GVl is concentrated within an area measuring two hundred 
f e e t  i n  diameter, with a leseer  a r t i f a c t  s ca t t e r  extending over an  area six hundred 
f e e t  i n  diameter. A t  44GV2 such habi tat ional  evidence is dis t r ibuted  over an area 
measuring 150 f e e t  i n  diameter with l e s se r  amounts of debris  sca t te red  over an area 
200 f e e t  by 500 f e e t .  Both s i t e s  contain s imilar  cu l tura l  mater ial  dat ing t o  the  
Late Woodland and Colonial periods and a re  viewed a s  two related,  though epacial ly 
d iscre te ,  components. The profusion of small white quartz t r iangular  points  found on 
the  surface of the  acreage nominated has caused t h i s  area t o  be known loca l ly  a s  the  
"Triangle S i t e  ." 

I n  1968 the  Archeological Society of Virginia excavated seventy-eight, five-foot 
squares a t  44GV1 through the  one foot of plow zone t o  the surface of subsoil .  The 
squares were l a i d  out i n  a cent ra l  east-west trench, with l a t e r a l  trenches t o  the north 
and south. Eighteen fea tures  were revealed, some of which had been disturbed by 
r e l i c  co l lec tors .  Six human bur i a l s  were a l so  uncovered. 

Indian a r t i f a c t s  predominated a t  the s i t e  and they included a wide range of 
ceramics from the  Early/Middle Woodland through Hietoric  periods, p r o j e c t i l e  poin ts  
from the Early Archaic through Woodland periods, pipe fragments, worked animal 
bone and s h e l l  beads, numerous faunal remains, and one charred corncob. Five shor t  
arcing pa t te rns  of postmolds were revealed i n  the excavated trenches, suggesting 
the presence of c i r cu la r  s t ruc tures  ranging from ten t o  fourteen f e e t  in diameter. 

. . 
A wide range of l a t e  17th-century and ea r ly  18th-century h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  were 

a l s o  recovered from refuse-f i l led p i t s  and burials .  Metal l ic  a r t i f a c t s  included lead 
musket b a l l s ;  copper items such a s  a spoon, k e t t l e ,  s t r a igh t  pins, conical "bangles," 
ring, buttons, and ro l led  and sheet fragments; and i ron objects  such a s  sc issors ,  
na i l s ,  gun par t s ,  and a knife  blade. Also recovered were g lass  beads, white clay 

(See Continuation Sheet d l )  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Green Archaeological Sites (44GV1 and 44GV2) in Greensville County, 
Virginia, contain prehistoric and historic Indian components with well- preserved 
organic material and intact features that could significantly contribute to regional 
studies of historic Indian subsistence and settlement patterns. The presence of house 
patterns, domestic features, and European trade items mixed with traditional aboriginal 
remains is extremely significant in documenting the acculturation of the interior Coastal 
Plain Indians during the period AD 1680-1730. The presence of a wide variety of ceramlc 
wares, typical of an area ranging from the estuarine Coastal Plain to the Central Pied- 
mont of Virginia, affords an excellent opportunity for studying the extent of cultural 
interaction and trade relations in the transitional fall zone region separating the 
Coastal Plain and Piedmont provinces. A comparison of the two closely related, spacially 
discrete components at 44GV1 and 44GV2 may advance knowledge of historic Indian settle- 
ment patterns and acculturation in a microcosmic setting. 

BACKGROUND 

The John Green Archaeological Sites together represent one of the few areas in 
southeastern Virginia which contain historic Indian sites that have been tested archaeo- 
logically. Limited excavations at 44GV1, conducted by the Archeological Society in 
1968, revealed well-preserved house patterns, human burials, and refuse-filled pits. 
The mixture of typical aboriginal artifacts with historic trade items, floral and faunal 
remains, and the unique organics preserved by copper salts provide a rare opportunity 
for studying historic Indian settlement and subsistence patterns as vell as acculturation. 

The wide variety of protohistoric and historic Indian ceramics froin the John Green 
sites offers great potential for the study of cultural interaction and trade between 
the Piedmont and Coastal Plain of Virginia. Shell-tempered plain Colono Ware found 
here typifies ceramics from the estuarine Coastal Plain to the north and east along 
the James River, possibly representing Weanock (Weyanoke) Indian contact in the hporia 
area. The sand-tempered, plain Courtland Ware may represent the last aboriginal ceramic 
phase of the Nottovay and ntherrin Indians. The grit-tempered, looped-net sherds 
with folded, punctuated and incised rims are typical of the Clarksville Ware from the 
Piedmont to the west. The grit-tempered, simple-stamped sherds are typical both of 
the Clarksville Ware and the Cashie Ware normally found in the interior Coastal Plain 
of southern Virginia and northern North Carolina. 

Although 44GV2 has not been subjected to subsurface testing, the surface debris 
indicates the presence of a spacially discrete component of approximately the same 
time period as 44GV1. Comparative study of these two closely related components may 
advance knowledge of the complexities of historic Indian settlement patterns at a given 
time and furnish a microcosmic view of acculturation resulting from contact with European 
society, 

(See Cantinuation Sheet # 1 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Archaeological Analysis 

pipe fragments dat ing t o  the period AD 1680-1730, bone handles f o r  i ron knives, amal l  
pieces of a wool blanket preserved by copper salts, a woven b e l t  made from yarn 
wrapped with copper f o i l  and exhibi t ing a diamond-shaped lozenge pat tern,  s p l i t  cane 
matting, and a gourd cup preserved by copper s a l t s  (Photos 2 and 3). 

On January 14, 1983, the s t a f f  of the Virginia Histor ic  Landmarks Commission's 
Research Center f o r  Archaeology conducted a surface inepection of 44GVl and 44072. 
A dense concentration of Late Woodland and Colonial periods mater ial  associated with 
a s l i g h t  r i s e  in t e r r a i n  w a s  observed a t  44GV1, and a moderate a r t i f a c t  s c a t t e r  was 
eeen a t  44GV2, conforming t o  the s i t e  dimensione previously described. 

I n  1970 44GVl was named f o r  a former owner, the  l a t e  John Green. This name 
has been re ta ined  f o r  both archaeological s i t e s  in the nominated acreage due t o  the 
very c lose  spac ia l  and cu l tu ra l ' r e l a t i onsh ip  of 44GVl and 44GV2. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr i p t  ion and Jus t  i f  i c a t  ion 

. Boundary J u s t  i f  i c a t  ion: 




