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(Check On,rJ 

0 Moved ll Original Site 

Rural Plains stands in a grove of trees above the Totopotomoy Creek near its 
junction with Strawhorn Creek, in the Rural Point sectio1' of Hanover County._ 
The house is a five-bay, story-and-a-half gambrel-roof structure built irt 
the mid-eighteenth century of brick laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers. 
both above and below the beveled water table. Rubbed brick is used on·· the 
jack arches and jambs of the first-floor windows (which also have molded 
throatings), on the door jambs, and on the corners of the building. A multi 
tude of putlog holes pierce both gable ends. 

Large six-over-six sash are used in all of the first-floor windows. Though 
the openings of these windows have not been disturbed, the frames date from 
a remodeling in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, and the presen 
sash were probably installed then. An additional wind.ow opening was cut in 
each gable end around 1915, according to the owner. Each of the four front 
and five re?r hipped-roof dormers, as well as the front porch chamber, has 
nine-over-six sash. The basement windows have segmental openings, some of 
which have grills with horizontal diagonally set wooden mullion bars. 

A modillion cornice embellishes the house's eaves. Its haphazard applica­
tion, covering a large portion of the rubbed-brick window arches, raises 
questions about its originality to.the house. Square interior-end-chimney 
stacks with corbelled caps and plastered bands crown the roof ridge. 

Frame·porches are on the front and the rear of the house. That on the rear, 
one-story high, is obviously a later addition. The front porch, a one-story 
wooden structure with a small chamber over it, is an enigma. The porch is 
late; the present owner recalls its being renewed within his lifetime. The 
chamber, however, with its early sash and interior woodwork~ including a two 
panel, raised-panel door with HL hinges and a wooden.box,lock, is.to all ap ... 
pearances original, although it forms an awkward protrusion on the facade. 

In plan, Rural Plains is a central-passage, double-pile house, with its 
front rooms deeper than the rear rooms. Corner fireplaces heat each room, 
and the stair~ rise near the back door against the rear wall, turn, and 
ascend the rest of the way in the wall 'space. 

Little original woodwork remains in the house. What there is consists of 
some two-panel and four-panel doors with HL hinges and two with box locks 
(one lock has recently been removed but is preserved in the house) on the 
second floor and the closed-string stair with its turned balusters on the 
first floor. Fragments of double-beaded chair board throughout the building 
suggest that any more elaborate decoration was confined to mantels or chimne 
breasts. 

Rural Plains underwent a major remodeling, apparently in the second quarter 
of the nineteenth century, and most of the trim in the house dates from this 
period. It is very high quality Greek Revival work. Doors and windo-ws in 
the main rooms are framed with full-height symmetrically molded trim having 
corner blocks carrying acanthus leaves. The.door into the parlor, ~omposed 
of two tall applied-mold panels grained in imitation of maple, is particularl 
impressive. Its brass-colored box lock bears a medallion with the inscrip-
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Rural Plains, situated in a sparsely settled area of Hanover County, is a 
handsome specimen of a substantialt non-academic rural Virginia farmhouse. 
It is noteworthy both for its splendid mid-eighteenth~century brickwork 
and for its long--nine generations--tenure in the hands of the Shelton 
family~ It was reputedly in the parlor of Rural Plains that Sarah Shelton 
was wed to Patrick Henry in 1754. 

The history of Rural Plains began in the 1670s with the grant of the land 
in (then) New Kent County to the first John Shelton. Although the house 
is popularly assumed to have been built at that time> architectural evi­
dence--brickwork, window size, and the original gambrel roof, a form which 
probably was not used in Virginia before late in the second quarter of the 
eighteenth century--argues for a construction date in the middle of the 
eighteenth century at the earliest. 

A subsequent John Shelton was the keeper of the tavern at Hanover Court 
House. It was his daughter whom Patrick Henry married. As a wedding prese1 t, 
Shelton deeded to his daughter and son-in-law 300 acres of Rural Plains, 
which became known as Pine Slash. The so-called "Honeymoon Cottage" that 
was part of Shelton's present still stands about a mile from the Rural 
Plains house. 

Since that time, Sheltons have continued to live at Rural Plains. The 
present owner, William R. Shelton, Jr., is the ninth-generation owner 
the land, making Rural Plains one of Virginia's longest, direct, con­
tinuous tenures by one family~ 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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tion "Carpenters Patentees", Similar locks are found on the front and rear 
entrance doors. 

All of the mantels in the house are plain, having Roman Doric colonettes 
carrying a shelf above a full, unadorned entablature. The fireplaces on the 
second floor have been closed and their mantels removed, but according to the 
owner, they were similar to those on the first floor, 
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