
W O O  
(Oct 

States Interior I 1 
Sewice 

( I  J C ~  3 1) ; r - r ) r  - 3  I 
National of Places 1 - 1 

I INTERAGEW OIVISION 1 
lam use nmlndlng indiiral propmes(snd d i s t r i ~ ~ ~ ~ i 6 ~ ~ 1 6 ~ o r n p l e t e  the 

National Register Farm Register E A ) . ~ - a a t e box Or 
inromation item bdng "Nlb" 

architectural significance, wtegories subcategorEes from Plaw addit~onal 
items (NPS 10-900a). Use typewriter. all items. 

f. Propew 

historic name Nationd Cemetery 

namestsite n urn meat of Historic Resources 

& number SR .5 mile ofjunction SR Q N/A 

Mxhanimlle vicinity 

Virginia  mover 

StatelFederal; 

NaEional Preswvatin 1986, certify thls @ 
for determination meek standardsfw reglsterlng 

Hlstolie Places meets professlenal forth 36 CFR 60. oplnion, the propem 

Dmeets  W Criteria. recornmend be consider4 sl~nificant 

continuation s'heet addltlonal mmments.) 

3 / 1 9 / 4 5  
~igneiture of certify'ing 0fficiatSritfe E4J-,m \ '{'rr?l..,:7jct b:,, (: Pkkcr  ate 

.Lizqad-~7QkJ- F$ ~ L + P - c ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ < ~ - ( y L , ~ s  
od 

National 
I he@y cert~fy IS: S i r n u r e  of 

contlnuatlon 
determined eliglble 

Reglster 

Ll see 
determined rrd eligibte 

remwwl 

17 other, (eqlaln:) 

NPS Farm 1 
. 1990) 

United Departmentof the 
National Park 

. 
I 

Register Historic 
Registration Form RESOURCES 

This is for in or requesting determinations for 

of Historic Places Registration 
 (National Bulletin1 

by entering the requested. If any does not apply to the property documented, enter for "not applicable." For functions, 
classification, materials. and areas of enter only and the instructions. 

entries and narrative an continuation sheets Form a word processor, or computer, to complete 

Name of 

Cold Harbor 

other ber Virginia Depart File No.42-136 

street 156, 
 east with 619 not for publication 

city or town 

code VA county code O R 5  zip code 23111state 

3. Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the Historic Act of as amended, I hereby that nomination 

request of eligibility the documentation properties In the National Register of 
and the procedural and requirements set in Part In my 

does not meet National Register I that this property 

See for 

Slate Federal agency and bureau 

4. Park Service Certification 
that this property Actionof Keeper Date 

entered in the National Register 

See sheet. 
for the 

National 

continuationsheet. 
for the 

National Register 
from the National 

Register 



, Cold H&or National Cemetay 
Name of Properly 

Elhover County, Vrgima 
County and State 

5. classification 
Ownership of Prcipew Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many lmxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

private 
district 
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object 

Contributing Noncontributing 
4 0 buildings 
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2 0 structures 
5 0 objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
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Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

Civil War Em National Cemeteries 0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instruetlons) 
Funerary: Cemetery Funerary: Cemeter~; 

Architectural Classification 
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Late Victorian: Second Empire 

Materials 
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foundation Stone, concrete 

walls Stone, brick 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

A brick and concrete pump house, 1 1  feet by 7 feet, was constructed in 1927. In 1932, the old tool house was 
demolished and a new brick and concrete utility building with comfort station, 26 feet 6 inches by 1 1  feet 6 
inches, was constructed in 1933. The roof is clad with asbestos shingles. A brick and concrete gasoline storage 
building, 8 feet 5 inches by 8 feet, was constructed in 1936. Its roof is clad with asbestos shingles. 

The numbers shown for contributing resources within the property reflect the following: 

Buildings: Lodge, pump house, utility building, gasoline storage building 

Sites: Cemetery 

Structures: Gate, perimeter wall 

Objects: Flagpole, sarcophagus, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania monument, New York State monument, 
artillery monument 

NARRATIVE S T A T E M E N T  OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Cold Harbor National Cemetery is significant under Criteria A and C, and is an important component of the 
multiple property submission of Civil War Era National Cemeteries. It is significant under Criterion A because of 
its association with the Civil War and under Criterion C, because the lodge represents a distinctive prototypical 
design by Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs, who was acclaimed as a master architect of civil works 
projects for the Quartermaster Corps. 

According to Battlefields of the Civil War, in 1864, Old Cold Harbor was little more than a country crossroads 
distinguished by a rather seedy looking tavern. Strategically, however, it gained importance when both Generals 
Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee recognized its significance controlling the roads leading toward the 
Chickahominy River and Richmond. Beyond the Chickahominy, a series of massive fortifications protected the 
approaches to the Confederate capital. Neither commander wanted the next major test to take place around 
these entrenchments. 
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

In May 1864, the armies commanded by Lee and Grant locked in a series of brutal engagements. The 
Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, North Anna River, and Totopotomoy Creek became places of mass 
carnage as both sides waged what most hoped would be the last battles of the war. By June 1, 1864, Lee and 
Grant had shifted their attention to the Old Cold Harbor crossroads on the north side of the Chickahominy River. 
Grant ordered an attack for dawn on June 2, but high-command blundering forced its postponement for a day. 
On June 3, Grant decided on a head-on assault. It was probably the greatest mistake of his military career. By 
then Lee was ready. The fighting opened at 4:30 a.m., with a charge all along the two armies' entrenchments. 
The Confederates, having had two days to prepare, were well fortified. The attack was a head-on crash against 
the Rebel lines, relying on the sheer weight of numbers to breach them. In less than an hour, thousands of 
Grant's men fell dead and wounded. According to one participant, "The dead covered more than five acres of 
ground about as thickly as they could be laid." By the end of the day, the Union army had lost over six thousand 
men. 

The battle took place on approximately a 2 U2-mile front, although the armies stretched for six miles from south 
to north, with the Union army facing west. Grant's total strength was over 100,000 men, but less than 50,000 
were actually engaged in the struggle. Lee's total strength consisted of less than 60,000 men, but only half were 
involved in the action of June 3 .  From June 1-12, the Union losses totaled 12,700; Confederate losses were 
conservatively estimated at 4,000. 

Cold Harbor proved to be Lee's last major victory in the field and, although it was a military zero as far as Grant 
was concerned, it turned out to be one of the most important and significant battles fought during the Civil War. 
The results of this battle changed the course of the war in the east from a war of maneuver to a war of siege. It 
also influenced the strategy and tactics of hture wars by showing that well-selected, well-manned entrenchments, 
adequately supported by artillery, were practically impregnable to frontal assaults. 

The cemetery was established on April 30, 1866 and comprises 1.4 acres. The site originally contained about 
1.3414 acres and was formerly owned by Miss Indian H. Slaughter. It was appraised under the Act of Congre 
approved February 22, 1867, and on October 13, 1870, the right and title thereto were purchased by the U 
States for the sum of $200. On October 8, 1871, an additional strip of land, adjoining and extending 
three sides of the cemetery, was conveyed to the United States by Miles Garthright and Gustavus Lanr 
sum of $306.50. 

http:$306.50
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL 1-1.314 ACRES 

Beginning at a point in the center of the road to White House about 9/16 of a mile west from Old Cold Harbor 
House, and running N. 11 degrees 30 minutes W. a distance of 267 3/10 feet, thence N. 77 degrees, 0 minutes E. 
a distance of 219 5/10 feet, thence I1 degrees 30 minutes E. a distance of 265 feet, thence along center of said 
road a distance of 219 5/10 feet to the place of beginning and enclosing 1.3414 acres. 

PARCEL 2 - .088 ACRE 

A strip of land five feet wide, running along the west, north, and east sides of the original tract of the Cold 
Harbor National Cemetery. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The National Cemetery System has used the existing boundaries of the cemetery 
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Sketch Map 3 NOT TO SCALE 

Cold Harbor National Cemetery 
Hanover County, Virginia 

Note: Numbered triangles correspond 
to the vews in the accompanying 
photographs 






