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DESCRtPTION 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d 0 Una l t e red • 

Ruins S Unexposed • 

Moved • 

(Check One) 

O r i g i n a l S i te 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( i t knoivn; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' 

Malvern H i l l i s situated on a high b l u f f overlooking the James River. A l l 
that remains of the house are the foundations and the east gable end wall 
which incorporates one of the massive end chimneys, ornamented with lozenge 
or diamond-shaped patterns of glazed bricks known as diaper work. This 
end chimney probably belonged to an e a r l i e r structure as i t is not bonded 
with the end w a l l , and the brickwork of the chimney and end wall is of 
d i f f e r e n t workmanship as w e l l . Architectural investigation of the ruins 
has shown that the chimneys of the house may have belonged to a wooden 
structure b u i l t perhaps as early as 1662. The wooden house was probably 
destroyed by f i r e and the chimneys were incorporated into the brick structu 
The date of the rebuilding is uncertain but scholars generally agree that 
i t was done circa^ 1690-1700, _ 

Fortunately.the appearatice of the house before the f i r e , circa 1905, can 
be determined fyom a number of photographs. I t was a one-and-a-half story 
structure with a cruciform plan, covered by a steep gable roof with a rake 
at the modillion cornice.' On the r i v e r front there was an open porch 
chamber with side round arches on the front and sides. The arm of the 
cross on the rear contained not a s t a i r tower as would be expected, but a 
twelve foot square parlor. On both the r i v e r front and rear, the walls are 
la i d i n Flemish bond with glazed headers both above and below the high 
water table with rubbed brick employed i n the f l a t arches of the windows. 

According to a former occupant of Malvern H i l l , the i n t e r i o r _ o f the house 
featured "a staircase i n the corner of the great h a l l /which/ rose to a 
landing about four feet above the f l o o r , then turned and led to a dark 
upsfeirs passage and fpur bedrooms. Off the great h a l l was,the 'East Room' 
used as the dining room, and entered from a basement kitchen'by a small 
winding;staircase tucked-away beside a towering chimney." Unfortunately 
l i t t l e attempt has been made to s t a b i l i z e the remaining wall and end 
chimney, and the brick is badly deteriorated on the i n t e r i o r . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Malvern H i l l was b u i l t by Thomas Cocke (1639-1697), high s h e r i f f of Henrico 
and a member of the House of Burgesses!, who was the son of Richard Cocke 
(16007-1655), progenitor of the Cocke family i n V i r g i n i a . The Cocke family 
owned the property u n t i l the late-eighteenth century when James Powell 
Cocke sold i t to Robert Nelson. The house derives i t s name from the Malverr 
H i l l s i n England. 

Unfortunately/the house was destroyed by f i r e circa 1905, and only one end 
wall remains standing.• Although i t is i n ruins,|Malvern H i l l is significant 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as being one of the few known cruciform-plan houses i n 
V i r g i n i a . * In addition, on ̂ he one surviving chimney is perhaps the fi n e s t 
example of seventeenth^century diaper brickwork i n the s t a t e . \ 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , Malvern H i l l has been the scene of war on at least three 
occasions. Lafayette encamped on the property i n July and August of 1781, 
and the V i r g i n i a M i l i t i a made camp there during the War of 1812." Hdv^ever, 
Malvern H i l l w i l l always be associated with the f i e r c e j b a t t l e between 
Lee and McC l e i Ian on July 1, 1862, which centered dround the-bluff on" • 
which the house i s located.! 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S " "'.vi 

Lancaster, Robert A., Historic V i r g i n i a Homes and Churches, Philadelphia: 
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Room 1116, N i n t h St ree t State O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
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Richmond 
S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a A l . 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State H Local • 

Name(£ttU>̂  WtH^Ji^ ^ ( ^ ^ 
D r . Edward P. Alexander , Chairman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commibsion 

Bate June 2, 1969 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. / ^ ^ ^ 

Chief, Ofiice of Archeology and Historic Preservatic 

Date 
WOV 1 2 1969 

ATTEST: 

Date OCT 2 3 '969 
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1 NAWE 

COMMON: M a l v o m H i l l 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Malvem H i l l 

|2. LOCATION 

u S T R E E T A N D NUM B E R : 2 r t l l N of Turkey I s l and Creek, .5 m i . NE of R t . 5, 1 .2 u 
m i . SE o f i n t e r s e c t i o n of Rt . 5 and Rt . 156, 14.5 m i . E o f Richmond. 

=) CI TY OR TOWN: 

• 0£. 

1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

V i r g i n i a 45 Henrico 087 
3, MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. 
7%' quadrangle  
7%' quadrangle 

Dutch Gap V ^ ™ 1 7 7 7 \ 
Roxbury / \ > ' t-,__i'.. , rn x< ' i 

UJ 

Lli 

S C A L E : 1:24000 
DATE: 1952, 1965 

4, REQUmeMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

A REGIS 1. /-"I 
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Hon. Rarcy FloosI Bj«^ , Jfr. 
Uiiito<3 States Scnat«a 

tv'e pieas^sd to inforra ^ t t tliat the h is tor ic p-x'opsrtifts 

Xisttcd on tfe« enclosur^a have bô ett noaiftatstl by ths of/Xc««r 

B.ppointeiJ by thii GoVQTttot fox thQ iffipIoRentiitlon of th« 

?lat,ioml Historic Preservation t*xogxsst i n Virginia astd iiava 

ba©n essterisd into tlie *'K&tioT^l ^sglstor of Hist03C3.c PIac««.'* 

Senator wiHiaw Spoji*?* and th© p.ppsopriats fhsprtjs^ntiitives 

have also tM*-sa pjrovlt>ed vrith thl$ Inferfsjatioa. A l ea f i a t 

explaining th« Watioaal Hsglstex i« ©aclos&d. 

Earnest Alten Conaally 
Chi«jf» Offic<5 o t Axchoolooy 

j&iid lUstosric Pressxvatioa 

cc: 
Dr. Edward P. Alexander,ChairR2in, Viroiaia Historic Landcsarks 
Commission, Kooa 1106, State Ninth Streot Office Building, 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Duplicate letters sent to: 
Kon. Williaia Bslscr Spong, Jr. Hon. V^illiara Creed IVaaipler 
Hon. Thorns N. Dov.-ning Hon. Josl T. Broyhi l l 
Hon, David iidu^ard Sat ter f ie ld Hon. Richard K. Poff 
Hon, Williaia VJhitchurst 
Hon. VJiliiaia Lloyd Scott 
Hon, W.C. (Dan) Daniel 

Hon. John O, ?-Tarsh 
Kon, l^ tkins M, Abbitt 
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Pro p e r t i e s added t o the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places  

VIRGINIA 

L i t t l e Cherrystone ( P i t t s y l v a n i a County) 
D a n v i l l e P u b l i c L5.brary ( i n c i t y ) 
Green H i l l (Campbell County) 
Battersea (Petersburg) 
Belmead/Sto Emma's I n d u s t r i a l & A g r i c u l t u r a l School (Powhatan County) 
Buckingham Court House Preservation Zone (Buckingham County) 
M a y f i e l d Cottage (Dinwiddie County) 
Brandon (Prince George County) 
B r i e r y Church (Prince Edward County) 
St. Mary's Whitechapel (Lancaster County) 
Old Mansion (Caroline County) 
Chelsea (King W i l l i a m County) 
B l a n d f i e l d (Essex County) * 
Greenway (Charles C i t y County) 
Camden (Caroline County) 
Saline H a l l (Richmond County) 
Old Hotel (Prince W i l l i a m County) 
Oatlands (Loudoun County) 
Nanzatico (King George County) 
Charles C i t y Court House (Charles C i t y County) 
Aquia Church ( S t a f f o r d County) 
E l s i n g Green (King W i l l i a m County) 
Yeocomico Church (Westmoreland County) 
Eppes I s l a n d (Charles C i t y County) 
F i n c a s t l e P r e s e r v a t i o n Zone ( B o t e t o u r t County) 
Fotheringay (Montgomery County) 
• S m i t h f i e l d (Montgomery County) 
Poplar Forest (Bedford County) 
C a r l y l e House (Alexandria) 
Abingdon Bank (Washington County), 
N o r f o l k Academy B u i l d i n g ( i n c i t y ) 
James River and Kanawha Connection Locks (Richmond) 

\ Malvern H i l l (Henrico County) 
Eppington ( C h e s t e r f i e l d County) 
Hollywood Cemetery (Richmond) 


