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 NAME 
HISTORIC V a r i n a  P l a n t a t i o n  

AND/OR COMMON 

V a r i n a  P l a n t a t i o n  

 LOCATION 1 m i l e  SSW of F a i r  H i l l ;  approximately 250 f e e t  N of James R i v e r ;  
200 f e e t  S o f  southern end o f  V a r i n a  Road; 2.4 m i l e s  SE o f  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of  Va r i na  Road and Kingsland Ro 

oTFoRPUsUCATloN 
CITY TOWN 

2% 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Var ina X VICINITY OF Th i rd  (David E. S a t t e r f i e l d ,  111) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  . 5 1  Henr ico 08 7 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC -%CCUPIED 

ZBUILDINGIS) YPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICE0 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

 NO 

PRESENTUSE 
XAGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER 

-- 
NAME 

c /o Mrs .  I r e n e  S .  Stonernan, Pres ident  
V a r i n a  on t h e  James, I nc .  and 31r. W. N. Stoneman, Jr. 

STREET & NUMBER 

V a r i n a  Farm. P,oute 14 
CI IY TOWN STATE 

Richmond, - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  23231 

~ L B C A T I O N  OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
CtJURTHUUSE 
nEGlsrRy OF DEEOS.ETC Henr ico  County Courthouse 

S i R i E T &  NUb8BER 

- - 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  

'~~REPRESIENTL~TIBN 4N EXISTING SURVEYS ( 2 )  (See c o n t i n i l a t x o n  shee t  u l )  

TITLE (1) h i s t o r i c  A l 1 1 c . r i c a n  E u i l d i n e s  Survey i r i ven tory  I 
~ - - -. 

L I i P 9 i l T O ~ Y  F O R  l i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
SUGYi'l RECOlDS 

-- -- 
ClT~,.TC:;V STATE 
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CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED &RIGINAL SITE 

X_.ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Varina Farm i s  a f l a t ,  open t r a c t  of land s i t u a t e d  on t h e  James River  near  IXltch Gap, 
about t en  mi les  south  of Richmond. Some of the  land has been flooded because of 
gravel  ope ra t ions ,  however most of it remains a  prosperous.working farm. The dwelling 
house is a two-story, conunon-bond b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  connected by a long hyphen t o  a  
ki tchen a t  t h e  e a s t  and was b u i l t  i n  1853. It is f i v e  bays long wi th  s ix-over-s ix  s a s h  
and white  wooden s i l l s  and l i n t e l s ,  except on the  ground s t o r y  of t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  
where a l l  of t h e  window openings have French doors s e t  i n t o  them. A one-story,  decas ty le  
Ionic  porch, r e b u i l t  a f t e r  a  1941 tornado, s t r e t c h e s  t h e  length  of t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  and 
is re turned halfway along t h e  west end. A one-story t e t r a s t y l e  I o n i c  p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  
thi: land  f r o n t .  The house i s  covered by a high htpped roof which, wi th  t h e  modi l l ion  
cornice ,  i s  a replacement of t h e  o r i g i n a l  low hipped roof wi th  eaves 'parapet  which ,. 

was destroyed- i n  t h e  1 9 i l  storm. Four t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys surmount t h e  whole.. 
. . .. . .  . , .  . 

The hyphen is a s ix-bay,  one-story b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e .  The bay iysteni8on t h e n o r t h  s i d e  
is  de l inea ted  by p l a i n  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s .  The south  s i d e  was forfnerly an open arcade .. . . 
supported on square wooden - m r i c  p i e r s  but has now been enclosed. 

' 

The k i tchen is  two s t o r i e s  high and four  bays long. It is s e t  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t h e  
main block. It has a  low hipped r o o f ,  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, whi te  wooden l i n t e l s ,  
and is b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond. i 
The main block' has a  double-p i le  c e n t r a l  passage p lan  with the  s t a i r s  i n  the  passage 

1 and a double p a r l o r  a t  t he  west.  Opening o f f  the  e a s t  rooms a r e  a  block of t h r e e  
' .  small s e r v i c e  rooms ( s e t  n o r t h  t o  south)  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  hyphen, with a  
. : .single o r i g i n a l  f i l e  of rooms and the  modern enclosed passage forming the  remainder 

of t h e  connection t o  t h e  k i tchen.  The l a t t e r  has two rooms and no passage on each 
f l o o r .  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  house conta ins  a  v a r i e t y  of decora t ive  t rea tments  r e f l e c t i n g  
a l t e r a t i o n s  made a t  s e v e r a l  times dur ing  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  ex is tence .  Both p a r l o r s  have 
l ight -grey  marble mantels wi th  inc i sed  ~ a n e l s  and undulat ing s o f f i t s .  These may be 
twentieth-century f e a t u r e s .  I n  add i t ion ,  the  f i r e p l a c e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  e a r l y  
twentieth-century t i l e d  surrounds and brass  f i re f rames .  The s l i d i n g  door between the  
two p a r l o r s  has a  ramped l i n t e l ;  otherwise p l a i n  archi t rave- type  door and window frames \ 
a r e  employed throughout the  house. 1 

I 
I n  t h e  passage is a rounded, open-s t r ing ,  Greek-Revival s t a i r  w i th  sawn b racke t s ,  a  
molded r a i l i n g ,  a  heavy turned newel, and two turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d .  

The sou theas t  (d in ing)  room was a l s o  redecorated e a r l y  i n  the  twen t i e th  century .  It 
has a  t i l e d  surround and hea r th ,  i r o n  g r a t z ,  and a wooden Neo-Grec mantel.  

I n  the  nor theas t  (bed-) room i s  t h e  only o r i g i n a l  mantel i n  the  house. I t  i s  a  p l a i n  
wooden Greek-Revival s t y l e  mantel w i th  symze t r i ca l ly  molded p i l a s t e r s  which support  a 
p l a i n  s h e l f .  An e a r l y  twent ie th-century  t i l e d  surround and mantel and i r o n  g r a t e  a r e  
used here ,  as  i ~ e l l .  (See con t inua t ion  shee t  # 2 )  1 

I 
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DESCRIPTION: 

West of the  house i s  a  l a r g e  antebellum, five-course-American-bond b r i ck  barn. It 
i s  f i v e  bays long,  one-and-one-half s t o r i e s  high,  and has a  low gab le  roof ,  an e x t e r i o r  
end chimney, and b r i c k  sheds a t  e i t h e r  end. The b r i ck  barn is  loca ted  i n  t h e  midst 
of numerous modern farm bui ld ings .  

Most of t h e  Varina land has been su r face  examined by a rchaeo log i s t s ,  and evidence o f  
a  c o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e  has been found approximately 650 f e e t  no r theas t  o f  t h e  main 
house. This may be t h e  s i t e  of any one of a  number of bui ld ings  bel ieved t o  have 
been erec ted  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  the  s'eventeenth and e a r l y  e ighteenth  c e n t u r i e s ,  including 
the  f i r s t  Henrico County Courthouse, t h e  Varina Church, t h e  g lebe  house of Varina 
Parish,  and Cocke's Ordinary, Varina was a l s o  the  s i t e  of a  terminus f o r  a  f e r r y  
across the  James i n  t h e  e a r l y  e ighteenth  century. 

The 820 acres  of Varina P lan ta t ion  t h a t  a r e  being nominated c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  e a s t e r n  
por t ion  of the  e n t i r e  2200-acre Earm and rep resen t  the  s e c t i o n  of the  t r a c t  most 
c lose ly  a s soc ia t ed  with the  h i s t o r i c a l  resources of the  a rea .  



AREAS OF SIGi\lIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-~ARCHEOLU(~Y-PREHIS~ORC - C O M M U N I T Y  P L A N N I N G  -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

XAHCHEO'LOGY~HI~TORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW 

& A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

&ARCHITECTURE .-EDUCATION XMILITARY 
A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE KEXPLORATIONISETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS - INDUSTRY ILPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
-1NVENTION 

X.RELIGION 
-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

- S O ~ I A W H U M A N I T A R I A N  

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 1 I 

-OTHER ISPECIFYI 

I 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

Tobacco had been used by Englishmen s i n c e  t h e  1570s- when S i r  Francis  Drake re turned  1 
with  a q u a n t i t y  of  t h e  leaves  captured  i n  the  West Ind ie s .  One of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  colony's  
e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  John Rolfe ,  had sbch an apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  mild tobacco of t h e  
Spanish co lon ie s ,  t h a t  upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  flamestown i n  1610, he decided t o  c u l t i v a t e  
a s n a l l  pa tch  of i t  f o r  h i s  0x1 use .  Rea l i z ing  t h a t  tobacco was indigenous t o  Vi rg in i a  

1 .  
s o i l  and c l imate ,  he h i t  on t h e  idea  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  could become a p r o f i t a b l e  commodi.ty 
and thus could b r ing  a measure of  p r o s p e r i t y  to:-the s t r u g g l i n g  colony. By 1612 Rolfe  
was success fu l ly  growing tobacco of t h e  Spanish v a r i e t y  a t  Jamestown. He soon began 
growing commercially v i a b l e  crops a t  h i s  up-r iver  , p l an ta t ion ,  and by 1617 h i s  exper i -  
ments had proven t o  be s o  s u c c e s s f u l  and had caught on s o  w e l l  t h a t  V i r g i n i a  was ab le  i 
t o  s h i p  20,000 pounds of tobacco t o  England t h a t  year  and twice t h a t  amount t h e  fol lowing 1 
year .  The q u a n t i t i e s  s t e a d i l y  increased .  Rolfe  named h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  Verinas,  o r  Varina, i 
because t h e  tobacco he grew t h e r e  was s o  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Spanish Verinas tobacco much 
enjoyed by Englishmenwp t o  t h a t  t ime. 

Varina i s  a l s o  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  one of ~ i r g i n i a ' s  most romantic f i g u r e s ,  t h e  Indian  
p r incess  Watoalca, b e t t e r  known by her  nickname, Pocahontas. Pocahontas, who according 

i i 
! 

t o  t h e  probable legend had saved t h e  l i E e  of Captain John Smith rvhile he was held 
c a p t i v e  by h e r  f a t h e r ,  Chief Powhatan, became a c a p t i v e  h e r s e l f .  She was held as  a I 
hostage a t  Henrico, a n  e a r l y  se t t l emen t  j u s t  upstream from Varina. Pocahontas was 
i n s t r u c t e d  i f i  C h r i s t i a n i t y  whi le  a t  Henrico. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  baptism, she  and Rolfe 
f e l l  i n  love and were married a t  Jamestown on A p r i l  5 ,  1614..  The marriage was 1 
sanct ioned by both Chief Porihatan and S i r  Thomas Dale, the c o l o n i a l  governor,  and 
served t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  .betereen Indians  and t h e  c o l o n i s t s .  The couple l i v e d  a t  
Varina u n t i l  1616 when they  and t h e i r  i n f a n t  son, Thomas, departed f o r  a v i s i t  t o  
England. Pocahontas died while  abroad, but  Rolfe  re turned  t o  Varina where he continued I 
h i s  tobacco p l a n t a t i o n  u n t i l  1622 when he was prcsumably s l a i n  during t h e  Great Indian  

. 

Massacre. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Varina ranks among t h e  Conmonclealth's most h i s t o r i c  p l a n t a t i o n s .  S t i l l  a prosperous 
working farm, the  broad, l e v e l  f i e l d s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  personages 'and events  da t ing  
back t o  the  ' e a r l i e s t  yea r s  of . se t t lement .  A t  Varina were l a i d  t h e  foundat ions 'of 
V i r g i n i a ' s  economic development, t h e  tobacco indus t ry ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  which has remained 
t h e  keystone of t h e  s t a t e ' s  economy t o  t h e p r e s e n t  day; . ,, . , > . .  .. . ,  

. , , .  

1 

I n  t h e  years  follor.ring t h e  massacre,  much of Varina was incorpora ted  i n t o  the gl6hc 
1 / I / 

l ands  of  Rsnrico Par i sh .  Ihf o r i g i n a l  church of t h i s  p a r i s h  was loca ted  i n  the  vi l l .age 
of Hcnri.co, but a r cp lacmwnt  church was loca ted  a t  Varina sometime p r i o r  t o  1640. 

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  F 3 )  

j 
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SIGNIFICANCE : 

The present  successor  t o  t h e  Henrico Par i sh  Church is  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S t .  John's  Church 
i n  Ricllmond. One of t h e  most noted r e c t o r s  of  the  Varina Church was J m e s  B l a i r ,  who 
came t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1685 and l a t e r  founded the  College of William and Plary. One of 
B l a i r ' s  successo r s ,  who a l s o  occupied t h e  g lebe  house a t  Varina, was Reverend W i l l i a a  
S t i t h ,  au thor  of  The His tory  of  the  F i r s t  Discovery and Set t lement  of  V i rg in i a .  This 
important c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  was i n s c r i b e d  "Varina, December 10, 1746." 

A small  s e t t l emen t  grew up a t  Varina a f t e r  the  Great Massacre. The se t t l emen t  became 
t h e  Henrico County s e a t  i n  1632 and remained thus  u n t i l  1752 when i t  was moved t o  
Richmond. The o ld  courthouse,  l o c a t e d  near  g lebe  house, remained s t and ing  u n t i l  i t  
was demolished around 1825. Most of t h e  p resen t  p l a n t a t i o n  proper ty  was d iv ided  i n t o  
s e v e r a l  s e p a r a t e l y  owned t r a c t s  i n  the  mid-seventeenth century ,  one o f  which was owned 
by Nathaniel  Bacon, t h e  r e b e l . (  Another p a r t  of  t h e  land remained wi th  t h e  Rolfe family 
and descended t o  Col. John Boll ing (1676-1729), great-grandson of  John Rolfe . )  By t h e  
e a r l y  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  most of  the  Varina property had been acquired by t h e  Randolph 
family of n t rkey  I s l and .  The R a n b l p h s  r e t a i n e d  ownership of  Varina u n t i l  1825; t h e  
l a s t  owner, Thomas Mann Randolph, was t h e  fou r t een th  governor of  V i r g i n i a  and t h e  
husband of  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  daughter  Martha. Varina was purchased from Thomas Mann 
Randolph by Pleasant  Atkin i n  1825. The p resen t  house on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
b r i ck  dwell ing i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Revival s t y l e ,  was 
b u i l t  by Alber t  M. A&& i n  1855. 

AKIN 
Varina was t h e  scene of much a c t i v i t y  dur ing  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  Then r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  Akin's Lznding, t h e  farm served as  t h e  e a s t e r n  depot f o r  t h e  exchange of war 
p r i sone r s .  S i x  thousand p r i sone r s  were exchanged t h e r e  on August 3 ,  1862. Varina 
was i n  t h e  mids t  o f  f i g h t i n g  i n  1864 when Union General Benjamin Bu t l e r  was advancing 
toward Richmond. Remnants of b a t t l e  can  be seen i n  t h e  many b u l l e t  and cannonball  
holes  i n  t h e  hovse's west wa l l .  The farm was a l s o  used a s  a  major c r o s s i n g  p o i n t  f o r  
Union t roops ;  a  pontoon br idge  was cons t ruc ted  j u s t  upstream from the  house. General 
Eu t l e r  l a t e r  took over  Varina f o r  h i s  headquar te rs .  The house was occupied by h i s  
s t a f f  and a  cab in  -.as e rec t ed  i n  the  ~ a r d  t o  se rve  a s  B u t l e r ' s  o f f i c i a l  headquar te rs .  

I 

Akk  I 

Varina remained i n  t h e  nossess ion  of  the  ;Kkin familv u n t i l  1876 when i t  was so ld  t o  
J m e s  H. Caldwell,  T t  passed through s e v e r a l  o t h e r  owners u n t i l  1910 when i t  was 
acquired by the  Stoneman fami ly .  Modern farmins methods a re  now conducted on the 
proper ty  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Wiimer N. Stoneman, Jr. 

I 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  Varina possesses a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l .  
P r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  a s  we l l  as  s i t e s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  i t s  seventeenth-and e ighteenth-  
century  occupat ion most probably e x i s t  and may y i e l d  important i n f o r n a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Vir:;inia1s e a r l y  h i s t o r y .  Some s u r f a c e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has a l reqdy been conducted 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the Vi rg in i a  Ei is tor ic  Landmarks Commission, and fragmentary 
evidence of a  COL~il ial  s t r u c t u r e  has been found nor theas t  of t h e  main house.. 
Scen ica l ly  the s i t e  i s  important as  i t  is loca ted  adjacent  to  proper ty  i n  t h e  Richmc)nd 
$!ations1 B a t t l e f i e l d  Park System. CL, IITP . ; ~ i l  d l ?  . j j j  
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820 ac res  

I 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

AW 1219,511,2,01 ~ 4 , 1 ~ 4 , 0 ~ 8 , 8 , 0 J  BU 121 g1 51 0 ,8 ,01  14, 11 3, 91 31 2,  01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CW 1 2 1 9 1 2 1 2 1 ~ t ~ 1  1 4 1 1 1 3 1 9 ( 3 1 7 1 ~ ]  DM 12191212t4101 14t114~019!61nl  
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 1 

The 820 acres  of which Varina P l a n t a t i o n  i s  composed a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  
a po in t  on the no r th  bank of t h e  James River approximately .7 mi l e  WSLJ of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of Varina Road wi th  a d i r t  road; thence extending 11,500 f e e t  fol lowing nor th  bank of  t h e  
James River; thence extending 6100 f e e t  WNW t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  \Farina Road; thence 
curving NhT? 1000 f e e t ,  then  curv ing  1400 f e e t  KSW; thence curving gene ra l ly  southward 
approximately 5000 f e e t  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  James River and point  of o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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