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The Virginia Randolph Museum, also known as the Virginia Cardwell Cottage, 
is a simple one-and-a-half story rectangular structure measuring 
approximately 40' x 25'. It is located on the campus of the Virginia 
Randolph Educational Centers in Henrico County, Virginia. The structure 
is of no particular architectural significance.

Built in 1937 with Federal funds, the Virginia Randolph Museum's original
function was as the home economics building of the Virginia Randolph
Training School. The structure provided the vocational school with a
modern facility for conducting home economics classes. Virginia Randolph
is also reported to have had an office in the building. The building
performed this function until 1969, when the facility ceased to be a
high school. With the establishment of the Virginia Randolph Educational
Centers in 1969-1970, a new function was sought for the structure.
The Henrico County Board of Education decided to convert it into a museum
commemorating the memory of Virginia Randolph. m

The building has undergone no exterior alteration since its construction. 
When the museum was established, the interior partitioning was aearranged 
to accommodate document cases and other memorabilia associated with 
Virginia Randolph. Today the structure is an excellently maintained 
small museum. Appropriately Virginia Randolph is buried on the grounds.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Virginia E. Randolph was born June 8, 1874, in Richmond, Virginia. 
Unfortunately, little is known of her life outside her association with 
the public school system in Henrico County, Virginia. She has not been 
the subject of a biography. Miss Randolph was the third of four children. 
Both of her parents were former slaves. Her father died when she was a 
child, leaving her mother to raise the family. As a slave Mrs. Randolph 
had worked in the home of a Richmond College professor. Here she learned 
the value of education which she passed on to her children. Virginia 
later remembered that her mother, who was away from the home three days 
out of seven, taught her children the value of improving their lives by 
education and by using all the meger resources at their disposal. The 
lesson later became a part of Virginia's approach to education.

Virginia Randolph's education was typical for the period. She entered 
the Baker Elementary School at the age of six. When she was eight she 
was forced to go to work part time, but she continued attending school in 
the mornings and evenings. In 1890, at the age of 16, she graduated from 
the Normal Department of the Armstrong High School in Richmond. 
Miss Randolph immediately started on the teaching career which would 
dominate her life.

After teaching for two years in Goochland County, Virginia, she returned to 
Henrico County to the Mountain Road School where she would remain for the 
next fifteen years.

In 1908 the superintendent of Negro instruction in Henrico County called on 
Miss Randolph to introduce a new type of teacher supervision in Henrico 
County. Although reluctant to give up her work at her school, which she 
had developed into one of the finest in the county, Miss Randolph decided 
to accept the position. In so doing she became the first Jeanes Supervising 
Industrial Worker and the model for a type of teacher supervision which 
would spread throughout the South and eventually to countries in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America.

In addition to her work as a Jeanes Supervisor, Virginia Randolph continued 
her interest in the Virginia Randolph Training School. She divided her 
time and energies between these two positions until her retirement in 1949.
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8. Significance (Continued) page 1

When she finally laid down her vocation as teacher, she had devoted 57 years 
to black education in Henrico County and her influence had become widespread. 
She died in 1958 in Richmond, a scant few blocks from where she was born.

Virginia Randolph's significance in the history of black education rests 
in her position as the first Jeanes Supervising Industrial Teacher, or 
Jeanes teacher, instructor, or supervisor, as these black educators were 
usually called. The story of her becoming the first Jeanes supervisor is 
an illustration of the interrelationships among black educators, a white 
dominated public school system, and northern philanthropy in a period of 
white supremacy and Jim Crow at the turn of the 20th century.

In 1906 Jackson T. Davis, who would later make significant contributions 
to education in the South through service to the General Education Board 
and the Phelps-Stokes Fund, was appointed the first superintendent of 
Negro instruction in Henrico County, Virginia. Upon inspecting the black 
schools in the county, he was particularly impressed by Virginia Randolph's 
Mountain Road School. It presented a neat, well kept appearance and, more 
importantly, the children received an education that conformed to Davis' 
Hampton influenced perceptions of the best pedagogical techniques for 
educating black children. Davis immediately sought to spread the example 
of Virginia Randolph to other black schools in the county. Turning to the 
school board he requested funds to send Miss Randolph throughout the county 
to instruct other teachers in her methods. The school board turned down the 
request. Davis next turned to Dr. Hollis Frissell, General Samuel C. 
Armstrong's intellectual and administrative successor at Hampton, for advice. 
Frissell told Davis about a new fund to assist black education that had been 
established under the will of Miss Anna T. Jeanes, a wealthy Philadelphia 
Quaker who had shared that groups long devotion to the cause of black 
education. He advised Davis to write Dr. James H. Oillard, the fund's 
director, and request assistance.

Under the terms of Anna Jeanes will establishing the fund named after her, 
the money was "...to be devoted to the one purpose of assisting in the 
Southern United States community, county or rural school, for that great 
class of Negroes, to whom the smaller rural or community schools are alone 
available." Although the terms of the bequest seemed uncomplicated, 
Dr. Oillard and the fund's trustees had experienced difficulties in devising 
a concrete program of assistance to the local schools. Davis' request for 
funds to support a supervising teacher in the county immediately appealed 
to Dillard. The plan did indeed assist the county or rural schools in a 
manner consistent with Miss Jeanes' original desire. Dillard wrote Davis 
that funds would be made available. On October 26, 1908, Davis informed 
Dillard that, "I have secured Miss Virginia Randolph (colored) as the 
industrial teacher for the Negro schools in the county, and her work in this 
field began today."
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The idea of employing black supervisors for the purpose of upgrading 
vocational training in the elementary and secondary grades had become a 
reality. As the program became institutionalized under the sponsorship of 
the Negro Rural School Fund, the formal title of the Jeanes Fund, it was 
instituted throughout the South and in later years was adopted by many 
countries in Africa and a few in Asia and Latin America. Virginia Randolph 
was the first Jeanes supervisor. She became a model for thousands that 
followed.

Although in 1908 the Jeanes teacher represented an innovation in supervision 
in the black public schools in the South, the basic approach followed an 
older educational concept. The Jeanes supervisor was a direct descendant of 
the Booker T. Washington - General Samuel C. Armstrong conception of black 
education. The Jeanes supervisor was the child of Hampton - Tuskegee 
vocational ism. The basic outline of Virginia Randolph's approach emphasized 
vocationalism. In addition to the three "r f s" the black student would "learn 
by doing." In practice this meant that the student would be taught simple 
domestic functions such as gardening, woodworking, sewing, and cooking. In 
addition the student would utilize those resources he possessed to improve 
his life. He would, as Washington had proclaimed, throw down his bucket 
in the social and economic environment in which he lived. In practice this 
translated as instruction in making baskets from honeysuckle vines, making 
clothes from flower sacks, and the like. Finally, parents and the community 
would be urged to become involved in the well being of the school. The 
Jeanes supervisor represented a further reinforcement of vocationalism in 
the black elementary and secondary grades. As such the Jeanes supervisor 
helped extend this approach to black education well into the 20th century. 
At the same time as the country was experiencing an industrial revolution, 
black children were being instructed in gardening, woodworking, home 
economics, sewing, masonary, and blacksmithing. Historically the Jeanes 
supervisor thus symbolized dedicated and well intentioned service within a 
tragedy.
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