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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO QRIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

The present and original appearances of the fish dam correspond
very closely, The structure is a typical prehistoric Indian fish-trap made
of stones piled in the bed of W River to form a low vee-shaped wall
extending from bank to bank of the river, with the apex of the vee pointing
downstream. Originally the wall of stones may have been one to one-and-one-
half feet higher than at present. The original opening at the apex (to
receive an open-work basket woven of willow or other slender tough twigs)
is now closed by stones washed down by floodwaters from the upstream walls
of the structure. At present (1973) when the @ River is at normal level
and clear, the entire wall is partially exposed and is clearly visible.
Despite the wearing down of the dam over the centuries, it is considered to
be in an unusually good state of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Martinsville Fish Dam is one of the few aboriginal fish-traps
of this type discovered in Piedmont Virginia. The dam is probably associlateq
with a prehistoric Indian village located about 1,000 feet to the northwest
on the SENIIINGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGENEEEEEP River which was excavated in 1963 by
members of the Patrick Henry Chapter of the Archeological Society of Virgini.i,l
and which by internal evidence dates to the latter part of the late Woodland
period or the early part of the Mississippi period in the East (roughly
covering the period 1200 A.D, to 1400 A.D.).

The dam, in excellent state of preservation, is easily accessibl IE
to the public by automobile on both sides of @@ River. Recently donated by
its owners to the Archeological Society of Virginia, it is to be preserved
within a small park for the education and enjoyment of the public. Commercial
interests located nearby have agreed to provide funds to prepare the site,
to build an adequate over-look on the @illlle bank of River, to print
and distribute a small brochure of the feature, and to provide maintenance
of the site. '
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NAME AND TITLE:

R. P. Gravely, Jr.

ORGANIZATION

Archeological Society of Virginia

DATE

28 May 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

1202 Mulberry Road

CITY OR TOwWN:

Martinsville

CODE

STATE

Vlgg;nla 24112

ATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF]

EGISTER VERIEICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tiorul Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

o State Local

ot

J.R, Flshvurne Jr., Dirdg%or

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
Title

1

National

SEP 18 1973

Date

I hereby certily that this property is included in the

Nationa{ Register.

Director, Olfice of Archeology and Historlc Proservation

JAN 21 1974

ATTEST:

Kceper of The National Register

JAN 21 1974

Date

Gro 931.894
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