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The present and original  appearances of the f i s h  d m  correspond 
very closely. The s t ructure  i s  a typical  prehistoric Indian f i sh- t rap  mzde 
of  stones pi led in the bed of - River to  form a low vee-shaped wall 
extending from bank .to bank of the r iver ,  wi th  t h e  apex of the vee pointing 
dormstream. Originally the wall of stones may have been one t o  one-and-one- 
half feet higher than a t  present. The original  opening a t  the apex ( to  
receive an open-work basket woven of willow o r  other slender tough twigs) 
is now closed by stones washed down by floodxaters from the upstream walls 
of the structure.  A t  present (1973) when the - River is a t  normal level  
and clear ,  the  e n t i r e  wall is  pa r t i a l ly  exposed and is c lear ly  v is ib le .  
k s p i . t e  the  wearing down of t h e  dam over the centuries, it i s  considered t o  
be in an unusually good s t a t e  of preservation. 
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The dam, i n  excellent s t a t e  of preservation, is eas i ly  accessibl 
to the public by automobile on both sides of River. Recently donated 
i ts  owners to  the Archeological Society of Virginia, it is t o  be preserved 
within a small park fo r  the education and enjoyment of the public. 
i n t e re s t s  located nearby have agreed t o  provide funds t o  repare the site, 
t o  build an adequate wer-look on the - bank of d i v e r ,  t q  print 
and d i s t r ibu te  a small brochure of the feature, and t o  provide maintenance 

The Martinsville Fish Dam i s  one of the few aboriginal f ish-traps 
of th i s  type discovered i n  'piedmont Virginin. The d m  i s  probably associate  
with a prehistor ic  Indian vi l lage  located about 1,000 fee t  to  the northwest 
on t he  f f m ~ i v e r  which was excavated i n  1963 by 
members of t he  Patrick Henry Chapter of the Archeological Society of Virgfni,~ 
and which by in terna l  evidence dates to  the l a t t e r  par t  of the l a t e  Woodland 
period o r  the  ear ly  par t  of the Mississippi period i n  the East (roughly 
covering the period 1200 A.D. t o  1400 A.D.). 
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