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KINGSMILL PLANTATION 
A N D / O R  H I S T O R I C :  

S T A T E  

V I R G I N I A  
C O U N T Y  

JAMES CITY 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y  

E N T R Y  N U M e E R  1 D A T E  ! 
I 

I<INGSMILL PLANTATION 
2. L O C A T I O N  +r.; ... ...... . 

5 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  
C l T I  OR TOWN 

W i l l i a m s b u r g  (Thomas N .  Downing, F i r s t  D i s t r i c t  Congressman) 
S T A T E  C O D E  

V i ~ i n i a  ----. James C i t y  095 
CLASSIFICATION 

PRESENT U S E  (Chock One or More a s  Approprlsls) 

a Agricultural Govmrnment Park 0 Transportation Camments 

Commerc,al Industr ial Private Residence O Other (specify) 

Educorional M i l i t a ry  Religious 

Entertoinmsnt Museum Scienti f ic 
I 

14. O W N E R  OF P R O P E R T Y  1 
[ O W N E R ' S  N A M E  I 

I ACCESSIBLE 

STATUS 1 TO THE P U B L I C  

Occupied Y e s :  

Unoccup~ed 
a Ro,trict.d 

..,~,k 
Unrastricted 

i n  progrs.. NO 

CATEGORY 1 
OWNERSHIP 

ANHEUSER BUSCH, I n c  . BUSCH PROPERTIES, I N C  . 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER:  

721  P e s t a l o z z i  S t r e e t  

(Check Ono) - 
D i ~ t v i c t  5 e,ildinp 

a S i a  Structvr. 

Object 

James C i t y  County  C o u r t  House 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER:  

G Public 

a PPvoto 

Both 

r( 

S T A T E  

. . .  5 1  
" l n l a  

I T ~ T L E  O F  S U R V E Y  I I ?  

Public Acquisit ion: 

In Process 

G Being Conridar-d 

C I T Y  OR TOWN 

S t .  Lou i s  

H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey 
D A T E  OF  S U R V E Y :  1938 Fsdsrol n state countl  LOCO^ 
D E P O S I T O R "  FOR S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

S T A T E  C O D E  2 

M i s s o u r i  

L i b r a r y  o f  Congress  
Z T R E k T  A N D  N U M B E R  

~TloKti~ CEGA~DE~CR-N - 
I couRTHOUSE R E G I S T R Y  O F  D E E D S  E T C  n 

C I T Y  OR TOUN: 

Washington 
S T A T E :  

D.  C .  



(Chock ono) 
n Excellent Good n F m r  (X1 Datoraoratad K1 R w n s  CI Unexposed 

CONDITION -- 
(Check One) (Chsck One) 

n Moved a Or,s8nol  Sol- 

The p l a n t a t i o n  s i t e  i s  s i t u a t e d  one-fourth mile  no r th  of t h e  
James River on a  h i l l  overlooking the  remains of a  t e r r aced  garden. The 
foundat ion and c e l l a r  of  t h e  mansion a r e  r e a d i l y  d i s c e r n i b l e .  ' ho  
matching b r i c k  dependencies f l a n k  t h e  mansion remains. Both a r e  r ec t an -  
gu la r  one-and-one-half s t o r y  i n t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimney s t r u c t u r e s ,  f e a t u r -  
ing  Flemish b r i c k  bond w i t h  glazed headers and gauged b r i c k  f l a t  a r ches  
above the  openings. One o r i g i n a l  molded chimney cap remains on t h e  e a s t  
dependency. Both bu i ld ings  a r e  now roofed wi th  t i n  and a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
s t r u c t u r a l l y  sound. 

L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  wood su rv ives  but  much remains of t h e  
massive end chimneys which were cons t ruc ted  wi th  unusual double vau l t ing .  

Aligned a long t h e  r i d g e  t o  t h e  west of t h e  dependic ies  a r e  the  
s i t e s  of a t  l e a s t  t e n  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  ou tbu i ld ings .  

The s h i p  landing  s i t e  f o r  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  loca ted  about  one- 
f o u r t h  mi le  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  bu i ld ings  c o n s i s t s  of  two b l u f f s  
f l a n k i n g  t h e  remains of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  landing  road,  remains of  what appears  
t o  be a Revolut ionary War earthwork,  and t h e  wooden p i e r s  of  a  wharf of 
probable C i v i l  War v in tage .  



. S I G N I F I C A N C E  
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S T I T E M E N T  O F  SICNIF ICA.NCE 

Kingsmil l  P l a n t a t i o n ,  home of Colonel L e w i s  Burwell,  was b u i l t  
c i r c a  1736 when i t  was descr ibed  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  of " ... a  mansion, outhouses 
garden,  1400 a c r e s .  .." The mansion was des t royed about  1843, but  two 
dependencies ,  t h e  o f f i c e  and the  k i t chen ,  s t and  a s  the only remaining 

i 
t i o n .  The f i n e l y  executed b r u i l d i n g s  a r e  among t h e  e a r l i e s t  b r i c k  

1 
s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h i s  important  ea r ly -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  James River p l an ta -  

dependencies i n  the  S t a t e ,  and a long wi th  t h e  S h i r l e y  and S t r a t f o r d  depen- 
denc ie s ,  t h e  Kingsmil l  bu i ld ings  remain among t h e  few su rv iv ing  examples 

of dependencies placed i n  advance of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  mansion, perpendicula 
t o  the  p lane  of the  mansion's f r o n t  w a l l  t o  d e f i n e  a  fo recour t .  The 
e x i s t e n c e  of t hese  bu i ld ings  provides evidence of t h e  fo rma l i ty  achieved 
i n  p l a n t a t i o n  complex l ayou t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of the  e igh teen th  century .  

The p l a n t a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  i n  
t h a t  an extremely a c c u r a t e  map (1782, s e e  enclosed i i l )  has survived showin@ 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p l a n t a t i o n  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  and a  s t r u c t u r e  a t  
the  Burwell landing  s i t e  nearby. Because of  t h e  1782 map, an archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  survey and f u l l  excavat ion could l o c a t e ,  i d e n t i f y ,  and p l o t  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  undis turbed  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  century  p l a n t a t i o n  complex, 
supplying much needed a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  information concerning 
p l a n t a t i o n  d a i l y  l i f e .  

The Burwell Landing s i t e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  important  both i n  the  
e igh teeen th  cen tu ry  economy of t h e  Williamsburg a r e a  a s  we l l  a s  dur ing  the  
American Revolution. Colonel Burwell,  naval  o f f i c e r  f o r  the  lower James 
River ,  had h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  landing which a l s o  was t h e  s i t e  
of  a  t ave rn ,  s torehouse ,  warehouse and f e r r y  house. Thus a  unique oppor- 
t u n i t y  e x i s t s  f o r  a n  a rchaeo log ica l  s tudy of  both t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  complex 
and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  landing  which has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of adding much 
t o  knowledge of the  economic a s p e c t s  of  a  p l a n t a t i o n .  

~ u r w e l l ' s  landing  was a l s o  the  s i t e  of  one of  the f i r s t  b a t t l e s  
of  the  Revolut ionary War i n  Vi rg in i a .  I n  November, 1775, American 1 

Riflemen skirmished w i t h  B r i t i s h  naval  v e s s e l s  who i n  t u r n  bombarded t h e  1 
landing.  Subsequently, t h e  Americans b u i l t  two e a r t h e r n  f o r t s  f l ank ing  
t h e  Landing (see  enclosed #2) both of  which f e l l  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  dur ing  

but  much has  eroded i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

I 
t roop landings  i n  1781. Some t r a c e s  of t h e  earthworks a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  ' 

A w e l l  s h a f t  was excavated a t  one of  t h e  f o r t  s i t e s  i n  1972 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  many we l l  preserved metal a r t i f a c t s  of t h e  

e r i o d  ca 1680-1735. This small a rchaeo log ica l  t e s t  is  i n  a l l  proba- g .  . . .. . l l l t y  l n d l c a t l v e  of t h e  v a s t  a r chaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  Kingsmill  
Trac t  . W.K. 
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F i l c s  of  V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission. T- 
Stephenson, Mary, " ~ i n g s m i l l  P l a n t a t i o n ,  I '  Co lonia l  Williamsburg Research 

Report,  Williamsburg, V i rg in i a .  
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D E F I N 4 N G  A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  T H E  P R O P E R T V  0 

L O N G I T U D E  

Oegrass  Mnnutes Seconds D s g r s s s  Mlnutas Seconds 

13 52 - 76 4 0 .  18 - 
3 7 "  13 2 0 '  76O 40 .  1 8 -  - -  

1 7 6  0 L I P  1'7 . I  I 
A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E ~ C E  OF  N O M I N ~ T E D  P R O P E R T Y  135 a c r e s  
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L lST  A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  B O U N D A R I E S  

S T A T E  C O D E  C O U N T Y  C O D E  1 nl 

~ I R G I N I A  HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 1 March 1972 1 - 
S T R E E T  I N 0  N U M B E R :  1 0  

V I R G I N I A  HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION STAFF 
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O R C A N I Z h T I O N  D A T E  i -1 

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Buildino Z 

As the d e s i ~ n n t e d  Sta te  L i a i son  Off icer  for t he  Na- 

t ~ o n a l  i l i s tor ic  P r e se rva t i on  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  Law 

89-665). 1 hereby  nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

in  t he  S a t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  and  cer t i fy  that  i t  h a s  been 

evaluctred according t o  t he  cri terlv and  procedures s e t  

forth by the  N a t ~ a n a l  P a r k  Serv ice .  T h e  recommended 

l eve l  of  s ~ g n i f l c a n c e  of t h i s  nomination i s :  

Nat iona l  a Sta te  @ -  $ocel  

L O N G I T U D E  

D s p r s e s  Mrnvtcs  Seconds 
e 

C l T Y  O R  TOWN: 
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