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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND 
I. STATE 2. IF  ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

Virginia  Theme Development of the English Colonies, 
3. OF 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

Chr i s t  13 a c r e s  
5. EXACT LOCATION township, roads, dc.  on Shed) 

Three miles south of Kilmarnock on S t a t e  Highway 3 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER administrator from owner) 

Chr i s t  Va. 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what sift important and what remains art &ant) 

Combining i n  i ts f a b r i c  typ ica l  ea r ly  Georgian fea tu res  with severa l  which a r e  
unique, Chr is t  Church i s  one of the  very f i n e s t  and c e r t a i n l y  among t h e  bes t  pre-
served of co lon ia l  Virginia  churches. Aside from the  "elegant experiment" of its 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design,  the  church i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  valuable f o r  the  i n t e g r i t y  of its 
i n t e r i o r  furnishings .  Few colonial  churches, e spec ia l ly  i n  t h e  South, have so nearly 
escaped t h e  ravages of war, na tura l  d i s a s t e r ,  and human "improvement. Without the 
necess i ty  of  extensive res to ra t ion ,  it stands a s  a superb example of i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  and period. 

John Car ter ,  founder of the  noted Virginia c lan ,  b u i l t  a church on t h i s  s i t e  i n  
1669. Eventually t h e  building became inadequate f o r  t h e  needs of its par i sh ioners ,  
and some a g i t a t i o n  arose t o  construct a new church at  some m o r e  convenient l o c a t i o n .  
To prevent t h i s ,  Robert Carter ,  John's son and t h e  leading Vi rg in ia  ent re-
preneur of h i s  generat ion,  b u i l t  the  present Chr is t  Church a t  h i s  own expense i n  1732. 
He d ied  soon a f t e r  its completion and is  buried i n  the  churchyard, i n  an e l a b o r a t e  
marble tomb beside h i s  two wives. The tomb of John Car te r  and h i s  several wives, for  

sake t h e  son b u i l t  the  church, is located  i n  the  chancel. 

His tor ian  Hugh Morrison, who characterized C h r i s t  Church a s  "a 
surpass ing example of design and workmanship, described t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  
fol lows 

The cruciform plan of t h e  church, with a nave only s l i g h t l y  longer 

than t h e  e q u i l a t e r a l  t r ansep t s  and chancel,  was not among Vi rg in ia  

Georgian churches, but the  a rch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l e ,  wi th  its 
 and sophis-

t i c a t e d  d e t a i l ,  was e n t i r e l y  exceptional.  The high wal ls  and s t e e p  roof 

g ive  t h e  church a more v e r t i c a l  character  than is usual ,  and t h e  r i c h  wood 

en tab la tu re  a t  t h e  eaves is  of unusual f ineness  and e labora t ion.  The t a l l  


d 
8. REFERENCES sources; rare works) 

Morrison, Ear ly  American Architecture From t h e  F i r s t  Colonial Set t lements  to 
t h e  National  Period (New 1952) ; Henry I. Brock, Colonial Churches i n  Vi rg in ia  
(Richmond, c. 1930). 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention and ax, 

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey, 15 photographs, 1932-39. 

10.PHOTOGRAPHS* I I. CONDITION 12.PRESENT USE DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES Good . Active church 
14. NAME OF, 15. TITLE 16. DATE 

Historian Sept .  

* D R Y  MOUNT ON AN OF FAIRLY AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

STATE 

Virginia I 
MAME(S) OF SITE 

Christ ~iscopal Church, Lancaster County 

A 
arched windows, with rub bed brick dressings and cut-stone sills, ,.,. 
imposts, and key.stones, are remarkably simil.ar to the fine stair 
Windows of Rosewell /Gloucester County seat of the Page family, 
since destroys§, begun six years earlier. The two transept doors, 
with their .DOric pilasters and angular pedilllents, are executed With 
remarkable skil.l in molded and .gauged bricks, with some stone trim, 
while the main entrance door at the west is more imposing 'ii'ith its 
arched lunette and high seg~ntal pedilllent. .All three doors are 
made of walnut, finely pane't'ed, and are .preceded by stepping-stones 
of Portland stone, cut to an 11lliptical curve. The workmanship· in 
brick aasonry, 'lfoodwork, and storuo trilll is unrivaled in American 
architecture of this period. The qall oval windows Oller the doors 
and especially the splayed· eaves of the roof, almost reminiscent of 
a Chinese pagoda, add a touch of playful grace to an otherwise digni­
fied extertor. 

4 Interior details match the exterior in quality of design and 
execution and are unique in their c»mpleteness and excellent state 
of preservation. High box pews, paneled dadoes, a tall pulpit w:J.th 
curved stair, bex~onal sounding QOard with ogee dome and finial, 
paneled gallery in the south transept, communion rail, altar, and 
rered.os are all superb . ex11111ples of craftsmanship. lk>J;lt of the interior 
woodwork is in black walnut, contrasting effectively w~th the white 
pl.aster walls, which rise to a curved vault. Aisles are paved With 
dark blocks of Purbeck marble, and the graceful baptiSlllal font, made 
of marble carved with s;canthus leaves and cherubs' heads, was un­
doubtedly imported ;from Engl.and.• 

In 1958, the Foundation for Historic Christ Church, Inc., was established to 
carry out a: long-term plan for the restoration of the c.hurch and :I.ts surroundings. 
Title to the one-acre church tract, formerly held by Carter descendants, has been 
vested in the Parish, as well as twelve acres of surrounding land. Dr. Frederick D 
Nichols, utilizing the results of historical, archeological and .architectural re­
search made since 1958, has prepared an overall restoration plan ta guide future 
work. The only. maj.or interior change will be the addition of conduits for air­
conditioning and heating, which will necessitate no important visible alterations 1 
the plant will be located in a separate structure. In the summer of 1961 the 
Foundation began a fund-raising campaign to implement restoral:tdtn;;plans • 
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Cb:l"iet Church, Lencaster County, V:Lrs1nia 

Cait'1P:f!lg ill its fabric tn,ical ea:rly Georg:le.n :features vith 
se,.wal which are '111'1qwa, Christ ChUl'Ch 1S one ot the ver., 
f:laest and~ amaag the beat preserved or Colonfei Vil'g:tn,a 
churches, As:14e frall its ~ a:rcb.1:teetural iJ.fls1gp., the church 
1a pa:rt:l.cularl:v 'Vllluable for the :tntee;r1:ty ot 1 ts :.IJltC'icxl." :t'urD1Bh­
iP&S • Pew coll.lmal churehee, especially in. the Soi.tth, hav~ so 
nearly escs;ped the ravaaes at war, DAt'U1'&L disaster, and ":fjqpJ:'ovement." 

Joma Cs7:tc', tourid.eil:' at the llOted Virginia cla, buil.t. a church on 
tb.1lil site ill J.669. .Ewntuall;r tb41 ?.m1la1r,e became inadequate fol' 
the nee4s o£ its~. ad acme agl.tatioa srose to ccmstruct 
a nn church at same more CGlMlllient J.Deation. To l)'.t'event this, 
l\dbe1 t. "JC:bag" Ca:rter, John's 8Cll «nd the 1eail1q V:l.rglma mt.z'Q.?'e-
111!111' at h1s ~, buil.t the preaerit Cltl'ist Church st. his own 
u;peue m 1732, He 41ed socm e:rter its COllliletioJa msa. 1s buried 
1A the ~. la ,m eJ•borate Jm'lll.e tail:I beside his two wives, 
n:ie tcmil of John CSri«I!' and hie several. v1ves, t~ WhOse ~ the 
scm lNUt the church, is located in the cb.ancel, 

In J.958, the ll'oundaticm fa, Bieto:r:f.c Cbrist Church, I:tic,, Vf.111 
establ1shed to C1tff:1 ou1; c J.ans-t.el:'D) restor&.ticu :pl.- far the 
church 8114 its~. Loccte4 three m:!Jes scuth o:t 
lC:ll.lllamoclc cm State~ 3, the Church 111 CfflMd by Christ 
Church Parish, ~. Virgl.rde., " 

******** 



CHRIST cmmcn, LANCASTER COUNTY I VUWINIA 

Location, Three 1111•• south of Kilmarnock on state 
Highway 3. 

Clnel'IJhip1 Chr:l.at Church Pariah, Irvington, Virginia. 

S1aplificance I eomll:lninir in ite tab:ric typical euly 
0.0..,11111 teatU!'&II With 11everal wh:Loh ue unique, Chriet CbW"ch is 
one ot tbe \'el')' tillfft and certainly among the beet preHl'Ved ot1 
CQlonial. Virginia chUl'chea., Aside t- the "elegant experiant" 
of itll architectural de111p, the church ia particularly valuable 
tor the 1nt•l'l'it:, of ita interior flU'lliahiJIBa. row colonial chul'chea, 
especially 111 tbe 8olath, haw ao neuly escaped the ravaaee of war, 
natural diaaater, and lluaaa ":laprova••nt." Without tbe necesaity 
ot extena1'9 reatorat1on, it atanda .. a auperb exa,aple ot its particu­
lar architectural atyle and period, 

John carter, founder of tbe noted Virginia clan, bU:llt a 
church oa tbia aite 111 11169, llver&tll&lly tbe builcU.q bee... inade­
quate for the _.. of Ua puiah:lo•ra, and - a,1 tatioa uoae 
to oonatnot a MW clnla'eh at - IIOJ'8 conwll:lent lt)C&tion. 'Iv )ll'e­

'Nat tllia, llobe'1: "ltlac" Carter, .JOlm • a - allll t• lead.lq Viqinia 
entrepnDeV of Ilia ..-ntion, llluUt tM pnaent Chr.lat Cb'U1'0h at 
his own expea1e in 1732, 11D diecl - after 1t1 ooaplet.lon and ia 
buried in the chllJ'Ch:,Ud, in an elaborate •arble t-b be1ide hU two 
Wiffa, Tbe tc.11 of John carter and Ilia 11evenl wtve1, for whoae aalse 
tbe son built the church, :la located in the c.bancclll. 

Az'dlitectural U:latorian Rugh llc>rriaon, who cb.aJ'acteriaed 
Christ Church aa "a aurpa1a:lq --ple ot Oeorstan deaip and -rk-
11an11h1p," deacr1bed the buildin, aa toll-•1 

Tbe cruc:ltol'II plan of tbe church, with a naw only 
al:l•htly lon,er than tbe aqu1lataral tranaept1 and 
chancel, waa not uu1ual -ems Virginia Geo:rcian churches, 
bltt the architectural style, with :I.ta tine and aopbia• 
t:lcated detail, wu entirely e•cept:lonal, The hlah. walla 
and steep roof 1'1119 the church a aon vertical character 
than 11 uaual, and the rich wood entablatu:ra at the eaves 
11 of unu1111al £1nene1a and elaboration, The tall arched 
wtndowa, w1tb rub bed brick dreaa:lngl'I and cut-stone sills, 
iaposta, and keyatoiies, are remarkably similar to the fine 

1 Henry I. Bro<>k, colonial C11urchea in Virginia (Richmond, c. 1~30), 
p. 14. 



•tair Window• of Rosewell /Olouce•ter Courity 11eat of the 
PIIP fuily, aince de•tro,ic7, be,un •ix years earlier, 
The two t""*'pt doors, with their l)c)J'tc piluten and 
fU181llar ped:t•nts, are executed with l'Glll&l'kable •kill 111 
aoldecl and sall&Vd bl'tcu, w:lth - •tone tria, while the 
u1n e11traaoe door at the nat :la IION iapoa:lalg with :Lt• 
U'Obed 1-tte nd blab ae..,.ntal ped:1.M11t. All thrN 
doors an __. of walut, finely ,-led, and are pNceded 
by ateppuig-at-s of Portland st_, out to u elllptical 
cull'V9, Tbe wona111sbip 1n 1111':tck _..,., woodwork, and 
atone trill is Wll'ivaled 111 American al'Ohitectlll'e of this 
period, The 1111811 oval window• over the doore and eapeeial• 
1:, tlla splayed eaves of the root, alaoat rea:lni.scent of a 
Chinese ,-ode, add a touch of plqful araoe to an otber­
wiae di81lified .-.,rs.or. 

Interior dAttaila aatch tJle exterior in quality of de• 
sip and ... cutioa and en 11111que in the:lr coapletenees end 
-11eat etata of PNNrvat:lon. High i- ,awa, paneled 
dl!doaa, a tall pulpit wttb ounad atur, .... ...,...1 .-ncl· 
tac bo8l'd with OI04! ~ ad finial, .-1ec1 aall•l'l' in the 
-tJl tl'UNpt, cm 11 •1• raU, altu, 11111d nl'INioa Q'\9 all 
INJllllfll •aplea of enttwhip, ll08t of tba iai.rtor WOOd­
lllOl'k i• la blMk nla11t, -trutUW ettacttvei, rith tile 
white pleater walla, which l'iH to a a-ca vatalt. .Ualea 
an )la'NCl Wltb dull 111000 ot PurlleClk Mll'ble, aad the ar-­
ful llapU-1 font, ude of IIU'ble oar,,ed wt th aoaathWI 
18-8 .,. ehflJ'Ub8' belida, WU lllldOUbtedly iaported f­
-lend, 

In 1908, tl!e l'ollDdat:lorl for Historic Christ, Church, Inc. , WH 
estllbl:lahecl to can,> out a loartera plan tor t!ae reatl)J"ation of the 
chv.roh Ud :I.ta nrrowuU.qa. Title to the one-aore cb.u1'0h tract, ~omer-
1:, beld b:, carter uecendanta, lau been veet.d :l.n the Pariah, u -11 
u twelYe acne ot •\ll'l'Oimdinc llllld, Dr. J'Nderick D. Btohole, uu.1:1.11-
iq the reeulte ot hiatorical, areheologioal ud arehttectural naearch 
llade aiace 1988, has prepared 1111 o'fl!rall natorat:l.oa plan to gUide 
tutlU'8 work. Tbe oul.:, IIIIJOr interto:r cbaJJp '11111 be the addition ot 
colllluita :for a:tr-ooatitionina and beatinc, which will neceaaitate no 
illtportent via:lble alterationa; the plant will be located 1n a separate 
etructUN, Jn tbe •-r of 1961 the Foundation bepn a fund•raiaing 
caapaip to iapl-nt Netorat:l.011 plam. 

2 Karly Alllerican Architecture F1'0II the First colonial Settlements to 
the BatiOll&l .Period (New York, 1952), pp. 340-50, 




