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Boswell's Tavern

|aMND/OR HISTORIC:
Boswell's Tavern

[2. LOCATION

[sTreer amcuomser: N side OF Rt. 22, .1 mi. S8 of intersection of Kt. 22 and
Rt. 15‘
CITY OR TOWN: ) __ T
= o cope |COUNTY CODE
__Virginia 45 Louisa 109
E3 CLASSIFICA TION
CATEGORY e [ ACCESSIBLE
(Gheck One) OWNERSH I STATUS TG THE PUBLIC
|D"5fficg ] Building [®| | Public 7 |Public Azquisition Occupied [X|Yes:
Site Strveture Private Xl In Process E Unoccupied C Restrictod [y
ob , Both ] Being Concldered [l |preservation work Uneastricted 7]
leer [ inprogress  []|,, (@)
‘-‘"“.Q-é.SENT USiE' ;E?heck One or More as AP!.J-"".‘-UFNC!)
| Agricultural = Government Park | Transportation [ Comments ]
| Commercial Industrial B Private Regidence Other (Specify) [
Educetiona! O Military () Religicus ]
Entertainment [ ] Mus eum Scaientific IS
f4. OWHER OF PROPERTY
- |orins ™ EME:
| John Schwem
CSTREET AND HUMBER:
_Boswell's Tavern Farm
TY OR "'_‘ |‘.-'.'- ETATF: E€QDE (_‘: “
- - =
Gordonsville Virginia 2.2 4 - |45 (M
e a9
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| Louisa County Court House
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|
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 Lowisa Virginia 45  |E %
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[6. REFRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS -
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{7, DESCRIPTION -

{Check One)

CONDITION Excellent [J Good ] Fair [].  Deteriorated [ Ruins ] Unexposed [
{Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered 7] Unaltered [7] Moved (] Original 5ite [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known} PHYSICAL APPEA.RANCE

The public portion of Boswell's Tavern consists of a three bay, two-story
frame structure with a gable roof and two very fine exterior end chimneys
on the west side. Attached to the east side of this structure is the
innkeeper’'s quarters which originally was a one and one-half story wing.
This wing, however, has been raised to two full stories and topped with a
very shallow gable roof. A modern frame one-story section has been added
to the side and rear of the innkeeper's quarters. The one-story pedimented
porch on the front of the building is also a later addition.

The interior arrangement of the public section includes two large public
rooms, a warming room, bar area, and stair hall. The original bar has been
removed, but the caged window between the bar area and the front porch
survives. The public section also retains its original stairway, wainscoting
and hat pegs. It is interesting that the wainscoting in the main rooms is
composed of 36" wide boards running horizontally around the room.

The innkeeper's wing consists of one large room with a corner stair on the
first floor leading to the sleeping quarters above. In the yard, the
original kitchen outbuilding has disappeared but the smokehouse remains,

Boswell's Tavern has been renovated in the past decade, is in an excellent
state of repair and is well maintained. .
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Pre-Columbion [} 16th Century [} 18th Century 20th Contury [}
15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Centery (]

SEE

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Ons or Mors as Appropriste)

Abor iginal Education O Political O Urban Planning O
Prehistoric [} Engineering O Religion/Phi- Cther (Specify) ‘3
Historic (] Industry O - losephy ] Social History

Agriculture O Invention 3 Science 8]

Art Kl Landscape - Sculpture c

Commerce O Architectyra [ Social/Human-

Communications [] Literatyre O ftarian (|

Conservation ™ Militory a Theater O

Music 0 " Trensportatien (]

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, oTn.. Evwents, Etc.)

Boswell's Tavern is one of the most complete mid-eighteenth century

taverns surviving in Virginia. From it, it is possible to get an excellent
jidea of how an early crossroad public house - hostel functioned. The
original owner is not known but it is thought to be Col, John Boswell, who
operated the establishment throughout the most significant portion of its
history. Under Col. Boswell's proprietorship the tavern gained a widespreag
reputation for hospitality. During the Revolutionary War the Marquis de
Lafayette encamped at Boswell's Tavern before he moved to cut off the
British, under Lord Cornwallis, from the supply center at Charlottesville.
The Marquis de Castellux made extensive reference to the hospitality of '
Boswell's Tavern and of Col. and Mrs. Boswell in his wemoirs, Travels in
North America, in the Years 1780-81-82.
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“10.: GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDRE COORDINATES

“LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES . o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY R F L E8S THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUBE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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NAME aND TITLE:
Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

OQORGANIZATION CATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 28, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Richmond o Virginia

NATIONAL REGISTER

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Presetvation Act of 1966 (Public Law
£9.665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion

1 hereby certify thal this property is included in the
National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

{orth i ice. ded - P s
forth. by the National Park Service. The recommende Chief, Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date NOV 29 1969

ATTEST:

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State [} Local [}

Name(fiikv(iqwi}&gﬂﬁu &&, Q&hfx§£21L_

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, airman

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm1

Kee_eper of The National Register

Date June 2, 1969 Date NOV 2513689
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