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The public portion of ~ o s w e l l ' s  Tavern consis ts  of a three bay, two-story 
frame s t ruc tu re  with a gable roof and two very f i n e  ex te r io r  end chimneys 
on the west side. Attached to  the e a s t  s ide  of t h i s  s t ruc tu re  is the  
innkeeper's quar ters  which or ig ina l ly  was a one and one-half s t o r y  wing. 
This wing, however, has been ra ised t o  two f u l l  s t o r i e s  and topped with a 
very shallow gable roof. A modern frame one-story sect ion has been added 
t o  the s ide  and r ea r  of the  innkeeper's quar ters .  The one-story pedimented 
porch on the  f ron t  of the  building i s  a l s o  a l a t e r  addit ion.  
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7. D ~ S C R I P T I O N  . i( I. (Check One) 

Ti& i n t e r i o r  arrangement of the  public sec t ion  includes two la rge  public 
rooms, a warming room, bar a rea ,  and s t a i r  ha l l .  The o r ig ina l  bar has been 
removed, but the caged window between the bar a rea  and the  f ron t  porch 
survives. The public sec t ion  a l s o  r e t a in s  i ts  or ig ina l  stairway, wainscotin 
and ha t  pegs. It is in t e r e s t i ng  t h a t  the  wainscoting i n  the  main rooms i s  

v? composed of 36" wide boards running hor izontal ly  around the room. 
rn 

The innkeeper's wing cons i s t s  of one la rge  room with a corner s t a i r  on the  
f i r s t  f loor  leading t o  the sleeping quar ters  above. In  the  yard, the  
o r ig ina l  k i tchen outbuilding has disappeared but the smokehouse remains. 

i 

~ o s w e l l ' s  Tavern has been renovated i n  the  past  decade, is i n  an exce l len t  
s t a t e  of r epa i r  and is wel l  maintained. 
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~ o s w e l l ' s  Tavern is one of the  most complete mid-eighteenth century 
taverns surviving i n  Virginia. From i t ,  i t  is possible t o  get  an  excel lent  
idea of how an  ear ly  crossroad public house - hos te l  functioned. The 
o r ig ina l  owner i s  not known but i t  is thought t o  be Col. John Boswell, who 
operated the  establishment throughout the  most s i gn i f i can t  portion of i ts  
his tory.  Under Col. Boswell's proprietorship the tavern gained a widespreat 
reputat ion f o r  hosp i t a l i t y .  During the Revolutionary War the  Marquis de 
Lafayette encamped a t  Boswell's Tavern before he moved t o  cu t  off the  
Br i t i sh ,  under Lord Cornwallis, from the supply center  a t  Char lot tesvi l le .  
The Marquis de dgste l lux made extensive reference t o  the  hosp i t a l i t y  of 
Boswell's Tavern and of Col. and Mrs. Boswell i n  h i s  memoirs, Travels i n  
North America, i n  the  Years 1780-81-82. 
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Caperton, 'Helena Lefroy, The His t o n  of ~ o s w e l l ' s  Tavern. 
Harris,  Malcolm H., Historv of Louisa County, Richmond, Virginia: 1936. 
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