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by  a  c r e w  from t h e  Labor&ory o f  Archaeology o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  I A 

I n i t i a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  MD-143 o c c u h e d  t h r o u g h  s u r f a c e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  
s p o t  a n d  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a f e w  q u a r t z i t e  f l a k e s  u n d e r  a s t a n d  of p in1  

-9: 
3 w  

Mast of MD-143 was a n d  i s  c o v e r e d  by  t h i c k  meadow mat .  N e v e r t h e l t  4 '  
>- 

t o p o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  seemed i d e a l  f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  OcCu =we +.{ 
a n d  f u r t h e r  t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n s  w e r e  conduc ' ted i n  l a t e  S p r i n g  of 197C .+ .-. 
19761. .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  f i v e  o n e  meter t e s t  s q u a r e s  were e x c a v a t e d  i. a -3 
g e n t l e ,  g r a s s  c o v e r e d  s l o p e ,  r e v e a l i n g  wha t  seemed a t  t h e  time a  f. 8 
d e e p  a n d  u n d i s t u r b e d  A r c h a i c  s i t e .  As p a r t  o f  a  m a j o r  c u l t u r a l  r e  
s t u d y  o f  t h e  S h e n a n d o a h -  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  , funded  t h r o u g h  t h e  Mid-Atlan-  '* :: 
of t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  i n t e n s i v e  e x c a v a t i o n s  o f  a f i v e  m e t e l  
" s e c t i o n n  were' u n d e r t a k e n  i n  J u l y .  1970  (Hoffman 1979  t 145-235)  b i 

'6 

. -- 
i n  t h e  L a t e  A r c h a i c  t h r o u g h  E a r l y  Woodland p e r i o d  ( c a b  2500-B.Cb - . "  

* . ~  A l i s t  of  d a t a b l e  a r t i f a c t s  i s  appended  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  I n  a d d i t i o :  
% _  

l a r g e  number o f  d a t a b l e  p o i n t s , e n d  a  t o t a l  o f  4 , 468  a r t i f a c t s  r e c o w  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 8  s e a s o n ,  MD-143 y i e l d e d  1 2  s t e a t i t e  v e s s e l  s h e r d s ,  1 6  -'- 

$zed by P r o f .  Ra lph  A l l e n  of t h e  Dept'. of C h e m i s t r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e i s i ~  
V i r g i n i a  u s i n g  n e u t r o n  a c t i v a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  A f e a t u r e  b e l i e v e d  t c  . 
s t o n e  t e n t  r i n g  was  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  d a t e d  t o  L a t e  A r c h a i c  - E a r l y  Woo. 
t i m e s .  F i n a l l y ,  c l e a n i n g  o f  a 1976 t e s t  s q u a r e  p r o d u c e d  a n  i n c i s e d  ' 

o l d e s t  p i e c e  of gr,$:wqqk f ound  i n  t h e  Shenandoah  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk .  
of  s l a t e  ( a l s o  o f  L a t e  A r c h a i c  - E a r l y  Woodland d a t e )  wh ich  c o n s t i t u . .  - 

nd 1 9 7 0  s e a s o n s  h a v e  b e e n  appended  t o  t h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  fo rm  t o  i l l u s t : :  
t h e  e x t e n s i v e  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  HD-143 ( s e e  a l s o ,  Miller 1976.. F o s s  '3 
and  Hoffman 1 9 7 9 s  145-235). . . 

1 
i 

C .  n t :  

-- 
- is  a n  u p l a n d  b a s i n  a t t a i n i n g  a n  a v e r a g e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  3500 f e e t  ASL. 1" : 

4 

u n d e r l y i n g  b e d r o c k  c o n s i s t s  o f  P r e c a m b r i a n C a t o c t i n  G r e e r i s t o n e ,  w h i l e  t- : 

Big  Meadows massif i t s e l f  i s  now b e l i e v e d  by g e o l o g i s t s  t o  h a v e  o r i g i n ; -  
i 

8s a m a s s i v e  v o l c a n i c  f l o w .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  1 

t h a t  t h e  C a t o c t i n  f o r m a t i o n  a t  B i g  'Meadows w a s  o n l y  a c c a s i o n a l l y  exp lo :  - 
b y  ~ r e h i s t o r i c ~ i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  raw m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e i r  s t o n e  t o o l s ;  1 0 ~ ~  
g r e e n s t o n e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  l ees  t h a n  1% o f  t h e  s t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  f ound .  Tht 
mos t  common l i t h i c  mater ia l  u s e d  a t  MD-143 was q u a r t z i t e  a n d  h a d  t 
i m p o r t e d  from q u a r r i e s  - I 4 
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; .  . i.i:,".., . , . .  ' ! < >  ,:., ...,",I ,...; !,,; :'! 31..j.i.;:(3)' ' y i ! . '  ' '+r, ., ,, :I 1 , : ' .  ! *::;..:-.l.' .; : 
As one.: o f  t h i '  m o i t  c a r c f u l l i  ' e x p l o r e d  s i t e s  , : i n  t h e  Shsnandoah N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  
and  ' t h e l ' e  n t i r e  ' ~ 1 u e : ' ; R i d ~ e  p r o v i n c e ,  MD-143 . .  ., , e s t a b l i s h e d  a :  b a s e  l i n e  f o r . .  f u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  , i n t o ,  t h e  ,lbng t e r m  ; c a i r y i " g  c a p a s i t $  o f  :$he  B lue  Ridge-  Moun ta ins .  ; .  a;;.%.- 

' . , b y r e v e a l i n g , , , a  f o ~ n i e r l y  unknown p o p u l a t i o n  f 1 o r e s c e n c e : : i n  t h e  Big Meadows . . 

. ' a r e a  b e t w e e n ' a b o u t  2500 B.C.-and 800 A.D. Based on t y p o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e , , i t  
i s  p r o b a b l e .  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  p o p u l a t i o n  movement i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h e  e n d  of 
Middle A r c h a i c  o r  b e g i n n i n g  o f  L 0 t . e - A r c h e i c , t i m e s  began and c o n t i n u e d  on  a . 

s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of-MD-I43 i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a number o f  

( 1 )  I t  h a e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o l d e s t  e v i d e n c e  . . .  o f  a p o s s i b l e  d w e l l i n g  ( a  s m a l l .  
. 1 . . : .  . i . c i r c u l a r  t e n t  r i n g )  i n ,  t h e  Blue Ridge. :. , 

. . * . . . . ' .  . 

(2) I t  has  y i e l d e d  t h e  o l d e s t  example o f  p r e h i s t o i i c . a &  f rom t h e  B lue  Ridge.  
. . .  

. . .  

( 3 )  MD-143 h a s  . . p r o d u c e d ,  l a r g e  ?mounts  o f  l o c a l l y  and  r e g i d n a l l y  i m p o r t e d  
raw m a t e r i a l s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  i ts  p r e h i s t o r i c  o c c u p a n t s  were 
e x p 1 o i t i n g ; a - l a r g e  and  v a r i e d  t e r r i t o r y  on  a s e a s o n a l  b a s i a - . a n d  t h e  impor-  
t a n c e  o f  l o c a l  exchange  ne tworks .  . . . . 

, f ,  : .  ; *,' 
;!:- :i t ; :; :, 1 .. ; . - :  '. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

( 4 )  Since Big ~ e a d k s  ' c o n s t i t u t e s  e u n i q u s  e c o l o g i c a l  n i c h e  w i t h i n  t h e  
. Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a f u n c t i o n a l l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d  c o n g e r y  

of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  MD-138--also namiqa ted  t o  t h e  r J a t i o n a 1  
R e g i s t e r )  i l l u s t r a t i n g  a he re to fo reunknown  h i g h l a n d  e d c p t a t i o n ,  i t  s h c u l d  
be  e c c o r d e d  maximum l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  and  r e c o g n i t i o n .  . . .  

. . .  .... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  , .  - 
. - . , . . -  , % . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , . . . . . . ,  . 

( 5 )  ' The p r o x i m i t y  o f  ~ & 1 4 3  t o  t h e  Big ' ~ c a d o u e  V i a i t o r  c e n t e r  ' w i t h  i ts 
' . . 

p r e h i s t o r i c  d i s p l a y e , ' t y p e  c o l l e c t i o n s  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  program e m p h a s i z i n g  
t h e  u n i q u e  a s p e c t s  df B ig  Meadowe makee i t  e n  i d e a l  s p o t  f o r  g u i d e d  a r c h a e o -  
l o g i c a l  f i e l d  t o u r e . '  Moreover ,  i t s  heavy  meadow c o v e r  and  c l o s e n e s s  t o  ' : 

. . . . .  Park  f a c i l i t i e s  permi)  i t s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  f rom p o s s i b l e  l o o t i n g .  . ; . .  . . . . . . .  ....... .... ... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...- -7.. +" . .,~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "  . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . L .  . . . . . : - . . . .  . . I . . . . . .  . . . . . a  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ,.:. a 
. . 

. . . , : . . - .  . . . . . . :  ; . .  ,.. 1 : -..i.>*...'.. 
( 6 )  The p o p u l a t i o n  peak'  r e a c h e d  i n  L a t e  A r c h a i s -  E a r l y  ~ o i d l e n d  t i n e s  end  
t y p i f i e d  by MD-143 c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  s p a r s s  u s e  of t h e  m o u n t a i n s  by l a t e .  
Woodland p e o p l e s  (ca. 800 - 1600  A.D. and  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  myth 
t h a t  t h e  ~ l ~ e R i d g e w a s l a r g e l y  a n u n i n h a b i t s d  "emptyw z o n e  i n  p r e h i s t o r i c .  . '  

time8 may h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  ta les  t o l d  by I n d i a n s  t o  s a r l y  European  . ~. :,. 

~ = t t l e r s ' ~ ' % ' :  These  p e o p l e ,  i n  t u r n ,  a c c e p t e d  t h a  . a b o r i g i n a l  u s e  of  t h e  . 

moun3ainb:'c'haracteristic . o f  t h e i r .  t i n e s  ( 1  7 t h .  and  1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s )  as ~ . : ' : * " ( . "~ ; . ~ . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  .;;.. ....* ,:a-r;*,..-;.:; 1:+. , .  , . ;  : ; .  , , . :;y::>..:, .>;2. . ;  : : , ,  . 
; ' a ,  , '  I.'.. : . 
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j a s p e r  f o u n d  a t  MD-143 w a s  p r o b a b l y  a b t a i n c d  a t '  t h e  w e s t e r n  f o o t  o f - t h e  : . " - .  
Blue  R idge  /-and t h e  r a r e r  b l u e - g r e y  c r y p t o c r y s t a l l i n e  
r o c k  r o b a b l y  came f r o m  t h e  Shenandoah  V a l l e y  - C  - . Neu t ron  a c t i v a t i o n  a n a l y e i s  r e v e a l e d  
a l l  t h e  s t e a t i t e  t o  be  o f  l o c a l  d e r i v a t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  t h e  P i e d m o n t ,  

! 

The s o i l s  st MU-143 are M y e r s v i l l e - C a t o c t i n  v e r y  s t on ;  s i l t  loam,  somewhat  
a c i d i c  and  l o w  i n  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  of  p o t e n t i a l  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  ( i n c l u d i n g  p o l l e n )  have  n o t  been  p r e s e r v e d .  

One o f  t h e  p r i o c i p a l  q u e s t i o n s  p o s e d  by o u r  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  1 9 7 8  i n v o l v e d  
t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c - e n v i r o n m e n t  and  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  t h e  meadow 
i t s e l f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  were p r e g e r v e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a g e  o f  meadow c o n d i t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  f u t u r e  a n a l y s i s  o f  
p h y t o l i t h s  from r e m a i n i n g  e x c a v a t i o n  s o i l  s a m p l e s  m i g h t  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on t h i s  m a t t e r .  I n d i r e c t l y  and  t h r o u g h  a n a l o g y  w i t h  modern c o n d i t i o n s ,  
w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  e l e v a t i o n - d e p e n d e n t  f a c t o r s  l i k e  p r e -  
c i p i t a t i o n  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  would h a v e  hed i m p o r t a n t  e f fec t8  on  t h e  s n c i e n k  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e a s o n a l  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

A r c h a e o l o q i c a l  I n v e s t i a a  t i o n s :  . 
The i n i t i a l  d i s c o v e r y  and  t e s t i n g  o f  MD-163 o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  S p r i n s  of  
1 9 7 6  ( M i l l e r  1 9 7 6 ) .  - I I u r i n g  t h e  i976 t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  f i v e  o n e  meter t e s t  
s q u a r e 8  were e x c a v a t e d  t o  a maximum d e p t h  o f  50 cm. i n  a r b i t r a r y  l e v e l s  of  
1 0  cm. a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e r i a l  r e c o v e r e d  t o  s u g g e s t  m i n i m a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  v e r t i c a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  ( M i l l e r  1 9 7 6 ) .  L a t e r  a n a l y s i s  
of t h e  a r t i f s c t s  f o u n d  i n  1 3 7 6  ( F o e s  1'977: 116-119)  s u g g e s t e d  a l ow  
a r t i F a c t  d e n s i t y  ( c a .  260 a r t i f a c t s  p e r  c u b i c  m e t e r )  and  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
mos t  a r t i f a c t s  we re  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  20 cm. of s o i l .  F o u r  . - 
d i s t i n c t  s o i l  h o r i z o n s  were d e f i n e d 2  An u p p e r  (Ao) h o r i z o n  of  g r a s s  a n d  
r o o t s  (meadow m a t )  a b o u t  2-3 cm. t h i c k ,  a n  A h o r i z o n  o f  b r o w n i s h  humic  
s o i l  a v e r a g i n g  B Cmr  t h i c k ,  a  B. h o r i z o n  a b o u t  15-20 cm. t h i c k  composed o f  
r e d d i s h  brown c l a y e y  s o i l  e n d  e C h o r i z o n  o f  v e r y  p a l e  brown t o  y e l l o w  
c l a y  w i t h  a b u n d a n t  $ r a v e l  a n d  c o b b l e  s i z e d  p i e c e s  o f  s h a l e ,  g r e e n s t o n e  a n d  

I n t e n s i v e  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  a f i v e  m e t e r  " s e c t i o n "  t o o k  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  J u l y  6'1 
a n d  Augua t  11, 1 9 7 8 ,  as p e r t  o f  a n  o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g y  a imed  a t  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  and  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Shenandosh  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  

Uqf fman e t  d. 19793 . - * '  The. ~ x c e v e t i o ~ s  .wemi deiaicaned t o  t e s t  t h e  pos-  
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A r c h a e o l o q i c a l  I n v e s t i o a t i o n s :  
s i b i l i t y  o f  v e f t i c a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  e n d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  f e a t u r e s  
a n d  h o r i z o n t a l  componen t s .  A l though  s i g n i f i c a n t  v e r t i c a l  s t r a t i g r a p h y  
was a b s e n t ,  e x c a v a t i o n s  h a v e  shown t h e  L i k e l y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  L a t a  A r c h a i c  t o  
E a r l y  Woodland c o m p o n e n t ' a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  s t o n e  t e n t  r i n g  a n d  s e v e r a l  
b r o k e n  s t e a t i t e  v e s s e l s .  

E x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i v e  m e t e r  s e c t i o n  was c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t o  max imize  
t h e  l o c a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e a c h  a r t i f a c t  u n e a r t h e d .  The  
s e c t i o n  was s u b - d i v i d e d  i n t o  25 o n e  m e t e r  s q u a r e s  e n d  b i s e c t e d  a l o n g  
b o t h  a x e s  by  50 cm. w i d e  c r o s s - b a l k s  t o  a i d  i n  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  c o n t r o l .  L e v e l s  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a r b i t r a r y  5 c m .  u n i t s  w i t h i n  n a t u r a l  s o i l  z o n e s  ( c u l t u r a l  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  n o t  b e i n g  i n  e v i d e n c e ) .  A l l  b a c k d i r t  was  s i e v e d  t h r o u g h  

i n c h  mesh. S i n c e  e x c a v a t i o n  was by means o f  t r o w e l s ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  
l o c a t e  a n d  map a  h i g h  p e r c e n t e g e  o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  on s p e c i a l l y  
p r i n t e d  fo rms .  Along t h e  c r o s s - b a l k s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
was r e c o r d e d  o n  e a c h  a r t i f a c t  o v e r  2 cm. i n  l e n g t h  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t  
of  p o s s i b l e  down s l o p e  movement ( c r e e p )  on a r t i f a c t  p o s i t i o n .  A l l  p i e c e  
p l o t t e d  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  on a r t i f a c t  d a t a  f o r m s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  e n d  
g i v e n  e s e p a r a t e  number.  L o t  numbers ,  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  on t h e  same a r t i f a c t  
d a t a  f o rm ,  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s i e v e d  m a t e r i a l .  

A l t h o u g h  it was n o t  c l e a r  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  p l o w i n g  h a d  
eve r  o c c u r r e d  a t  MD-143, h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h i s  s eems  u n l i k e l y .  The m a j o r  
h i s t o r i o a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  o c c u r r e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  MD-143 a t  t h e  
s i t e  af.aCCC camp d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n a l  d a t a  
r e c o k d e d  on a r t i f a c t s  a l o n g  t h e  c r o s s - b a l k s  i n d i c a t e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  d i s p l a c e -  
ment  hy d o w n s l o p e  movement. We c o n c l u d e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  
p o s i t i o n s o f  b u r i e d  a r t i f a c t s  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  a c t i v i t y  a r e a s ,  

A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  l i t h i c  a s s e m b l a g e  f r o m  HD-143 h a s  r a i s e d  a number  of 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  e x t e n s i v e  
e n d  h i t h e r t o  unknown L a t e  A r c h a i c - E a r l y  W ~ p d l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n  
i n t o  t h e  B l i e  R i d g e  (Hoffman 1 9 7 9 ~ 1 4 5 - 2 3 5  and  Hoffman a n d  F o s e  1980). 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m o s t l y  i m p o r t e d  l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l s  h a s  shown 
t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  peak  p e r i o d  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  was  
d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  e n  e x t e n s i v e  r e g i o n  and  s u g g e s t a  a l e v e l  
o f  c u l t u r a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  n o t  n o r m a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r e - a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  M i d - A t l a n t i c  r e g i o n .  E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  f l o r e s c e n c e  
i n  t h e  m a u n t a i n s  i n v o l v e e  b o t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  
and  s u g g e s t s  a new f o c u s  f o r  r e g i o n a l  p r e h i s t o r i c ,  p r o b l e m - o r i e n t e d  r e s e a r c h .  
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I n t r u s i o n s  and  D a t a  L i m i t a t i o n s :  . . 
A s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  c a r e f u l  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  s o u n d i n g s  and  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
i n t o  r e c e n t  l a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  MD-143 a r e a  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i s t u r b a n c e ,  e i t h e r  c u l t u r a l  o r  n a t u r a l ,  has o c c u r r e d  t h e r e  s ince  A r c h a i c  
t o  E a r l y  Woodland t i m e s .  A s h a l l o w  d e p r e s s i o n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l s  
d u r i n g  1 9 7 8  e x c a v a t i o n s  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a p a t h  of 1 9 t h  o r  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  v i n t a g e .  I t  i s  i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  was e v e r  p lowed  a n d  
h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  was u s e d  a s  a s e a s o n a l  p a s t u r e  s i n c e  
a t  l e a s t  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  * .,. 

A s  a t  o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Shenandoah  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  t h e r e  s eems  t o  b e  
l i t t l e  v e r t i c a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  a n y  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
mus t  r e l y  o n  p i e c e  p l o t t i n g  and  e low ,  had e x c a v a t i o n .  D e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  s u c h  t e c h n i q u e s  we re  t h e  c l o s e  m a t c h e s  be tween  none  j o i n i n g  s h e r d s  
f rom s t e a t i t e  bowls--a f a c t  t h a t  h e l p s  show t h e  m i n i m a l  e x t e n t  o f  
h o r i z o n t a l  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  a r t i f a c t  c l u s t e r s .  

The s o i l  a c i d i t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o i l  b u i l d u p  h a s  d e s t r o y e d  a l l  
o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  i n c l u d i n g  p o l l e n .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f e r e n c e  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
b e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  a n a l o g y  (Hoffman and  F o s s  1 9 0 0  end  Hoffman 1979:  145 -235 ) .  
A l t h o u g h  p r e c i s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e ,  we e s t i m a t e  t h a t  MD-143 
c o v e r s  a n  area  o f  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  s q u a r e  meters, o n l y  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  
of  which  h a s  b e e n  s a m p l e d .  Thanks  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  meadow ma t ,  t h i s  area 
i s  w e l l  p r o t e c t e d  b u t  a n y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c f i v i t y  would s u r e l y  d e s t r o y  
s u c h  a f r a g i l e  s i te .  

' - ITEM NUMBER 8 - -con t in l , ed  
t y p i c a l  o f  a l l  " I r d i e n s . "  The p e c u l i a r  C o l o n i a - c e n t r i c  ( o r  a n g l o p h i l e )  
e t t i t u r l e  o f  o f f i c i a l  Y i r g i n i e  h i s t o r y  and  h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g y  h e l p e d  
p e r p e t u a t e ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  t h e  e q u a l l y  s h o r t - a i g h t e d  
l a t e  Woodland a b o r i g i n e s  t o w a r d  t h e  B l u e  Ridge.  . -. 

( 7 )  MD-143 may b e  t h e  f i r s t  s i t e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  on wh ich  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  
of  n e u t r o n  a c t i v a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  were  p e r f o r m e d  on  a , : p r e c i s e l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number o f  s t e a t i t e  s h e r d s  f rom a small  
a r e a .  The r e s u l t  was t o  show t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a c i n g  o r i g i n s ,  t h i s  
r a d i o - g e o - c h e m i c a l  t e c h n i q u e  may b e  u sed  t o  match  non-mending s h e r d s  a n d  
t e s t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  h o r i z o n t s l  i n t e g r i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s i t e s .  

. . . . .  , 1 . 1  ... . .  . *  - 1 .  . ;, - . . . . I .  , ' I  
? ', 5 A .  
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