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7. Summary Description: 

The James City Historic District contains a group of fourteen late-eighteenth-, early-to-late- 
nineteenth-, and early-twentieth-century commercial, residential, and agricultural buildings and is 
located on a 280-acre tract of land to the east and south 0fU.S. Route 29 on the Madisont'Culpeper 
County line. The commercial buildings include two stores, a tavern and a blacksmith shop. Thereare 
two houses, one of which was used as a school at one time. Agricultural buildings comprise the 
remainder of the struCtures. The commercial and residential buildings face each other across what is 
now a farm lane, but was originally the ~ i r t l e ~  ~ o a d .  The agriculturalbuildingsareor ~redericksburg 
scattered throughout the adjoining fields. The Fredericksburg Road was a main road from 
Fredericksburg to Madison ~bunty-and the tavern at James City was a stop on a stagecoach line. It 
appears that the first buildings date from the late 1700s and that the last ones were built in the 1940s. 
The buildings are all wooden structures and, while some of the buildings are in disrepair and additions 
have been made over the years, the basic integrity of each one has remained intact. Only one 
residence is occupied at this time and several ofthe agricultural buildings are being used on a minimal 
basis. 

Architectural Analysis 

The James City property comprises approximately 280 acres to the east and south 0fU.S. Route 29 in 
Madison County. The northern boundary of the property ties on Crooked Run, which is also the 
dividing line between Culpeper and Madison counties, and the western boundary borders StateRoute 
631. Both commercial and residential buildings are found on either side of a farm lane that runs east- 
west from the junction of Routes 631 and 29. The commercial buildings consist of two stores, a 
tavern and a blacksmith shop. One ofthe two residences was formerly used as a school and the other 
is now occupied by the Bruce family. The rest of the buildings are agricultural structures and they 
are scattered throughout the fields. The farm lane was originally the main road leading from 
Fredericksburg to Madison County. It was referred to as the Kirtley Road or Fredericksburg Road 
and was used as an early stage coach route. Local tradition says that the tavern at James City was a 
stop on the way. 

The largest building on the north side of the Fredericksburg Road and the one closest to Route 29 
is actually four buildings that were built at different times and have been joined or enclosed. A 
smaller building, a.few hundred yards to the east, was a blacksmith shop. It appears that originally 
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there were two buildings on the site of the larger structure; a late-eighteenth-century wooden one- 
story house and a wooden one-story kitchen. Then prior to 1817 a wooden two-story double-pile 
tavern was built between the two buildings and abutting the east wall of the earlier house. Inthe mid- 
1800s the kitchen was joined to the structure by a western addition to the tavern. The original 
eighteenth-century building on the west end was enclosed in a remodeling sometime during the mid- 
to-late nineteenth century when it became a store. The cladding on the entire structure varies from 
wide beaded boards to flat boards with both cut and wire nails intermixed on all structures suggesting 
repair and later additions andfor residing. Since the sections of the building were constructed at 
different times for different purposes and with different architectural features, each section will be 
discussed separately and will hereafter be referred to as the store, tavern and kitchen wing. 

STORE 

The store, which faces east and comprises the west wing, is a one-story, rectangular, gable-fronted 
structure with a shed addition on the south side of the building. It has a stone foundation and a partial 
stone-walled cellar that is reached by a dugout dirt stairwell behind a door on the north side of the 
building. The cellar has the same outline as the eighteenth-century structure and most likely was a 
part of that house. There are two bays on the north elevation, four on the west elevation and three on 
the south elevation. The east elevation abuts the tavern and no features are visible. The windows on 
all elevations are rectangular with wooden frames and wooden sills. The single first-floor window on 
the north elevation and the two on the west elevation are six-over-six single-hung sash and are 
covered with wooden shutters. Three windows on the south elevation are asymmetrically placed and 
all have diierent trim suggesting that they were added at different times. There are three doorways, 
one on the north elmtion which leads to the cellar and two on the west elevation which lead into the 
store and the shed addition. The doors are all wooden. The door to the cellar stairway on the north 
wall consists of vertical boards with wire nails and a hasp lock. There is also a board-and-batten door 
with a handle and several old keyholes in the cellar wall. Double doors with two panels lead into the 
store on the west wall and the shed addition door has six flat panels. There are no doors on the south 
wall. A square, six-light stairwell window is located above the door on the north elevation and there 
is a six-over-six single-hung sash attic window in the gable of the west elevation. 

The roof is standing-seam metal. It is moderately sloped and front-gabled with projecting eaves and a 
boxed'cornice above a wide cornice board on the north and west elevations. The shed addition on the 
south has only a projecting eave. A four- bay porch with a tar paper shed roof has square chamfered 
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posts and extends three fourths of the way across the north side of the west elevation. A brick 
interior chimney with a &one base rises on the east end of the north elevation, however, architectural 
evidence indicates that it was originally an exterior chimney built for the tavern which abuts the store. 
When the store was remodeled in the early 1900s, the chimney was incorporated into that structure. 

The store interior consists of one rectangular room, except for an enclosed attic stairwell that juts out 
into the room in the northeast comer. Paneled in painted plywood and lined on three walls with 
shelves, the store contains original counters still in place. Much of the original equipment and goods 
are also still in place. On the south wall two doors lead into the shed-roofed addition. Architectural 
evidence in the three rooms found there indicates that thev'were all built at different times. The. 
window in the middle room was originally a door and it appears that this room was part ofthe 1700s 
house. The door frame into this room shows several hinge markings on both sides ofthe frame and 
the door has a carved keyhole and thumb latch. In the n&heast corner of the store is a board-and- 
batten door with HL hinges and wrought nails that leads to an enclosed stairwell to the attic. This 
areashows signs of being reworked. On the east wall of the attic the outline for the roof of the earlier 
building can be seen. The roof for the attic also covers a window and part of the chimney for the 
tavern indicating that this roof was put on after the tavern was constructed. The plate and mortise 
for the posts of the earlier house can be seen under the floor boards of the attic. 

On the south end of the east wall is a doorway and short hallway that leads into the tavern. 

TAVERN 

The tavern section of the building is a two-story, rectangular, side-gable-roofed structure that faces 
south. The building sits on a stone foundation with a crawl space. There are eight bays on the first 
level. AU the windows have wooden molded trim and wooden sills. The two windows on the north 
elevation and two on the east end of the south elevation are nine-over-six single-hung sash. The 
window on the west end of the south elevation is six-over-sii single-hung sash. Metal bars cover all 
the windows on this level of the south elevation and the west window on the north elevation. The 
bars were added in the early twentieth century. A four-over-four single-hung sash window is found 
abutting the chimney on the east elevation and a matching window is enclosed in the east wing 
addition. The door on the south elevation is asymmetrically placed and wooden-and-glass paneled. 
The two wooden and four glass panels arerecessed. The wooden six-flat-paneled door on the north 
elevation is located in the center of the wall. 
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The five windows on the second level of the north and south elevations are six-over-six single-hung 
sash with wooden molded trim and wooden sills. Two windows on the east elevation are 
symmetrically placed between the chimneys and are the same as the window on the first level of this 
elevation. Identical windows to these are found on the attic level of the east and west elevations. 
The one door on the second level is wooden with four recessed panels and located directly above the 
door found on the first level of the south elevation. 

The roof is standing-seam metal, side-gabled and has a steeper pitch than the store. It has projecting 
eaves and a boxed cornice on the north elevation. On the south elevation the roof extends to include 
a second-story porch. There are two porches. The single-story porch on the north elevation is alater 
addition and asymmetrically placed. It sits on stone piers, has three symmetrically placed bays with 
triple-bracketed, square, chamfered posts and a hipped standing-seam metal roof. On the south 
elevation the two-story porch extends across the entire elevation, sits on a concrete foundation, has 
five asymmetrically placed bays with t-shaped posts on both levels and a balustrade on the second 
level. Architectural evidence indicates that originally there was also a balustrade on the first level. A 
bench seat with curved supports runs the length ofthe porch just under the windows on the first level. 
There are four chimneys. Three are gable-end exterior chimneys and the fourth is aninterior chimney. 
Only the exterior chimney on the south end of the east wall is filly exposed. The other two are 
partially enclosed in the store and kitchen ying additions. Each has a stone base and rises in 
stretcher-bond brick with two shoulders. The interior chimney for the tavern was originally the 
exterior stone chimney for the eighteenth-century house but a brick stack was added and the structure 
was incorporated inside the tavern walls when that building was constructed. Evidence for this can be 
seen in the attic of the store and in the interior of the tavern. 

The interior of the tavern has a center hall, going north to south with a stairwell on the northeast 
comer, and four rooms. A twentieth-century remodeling enclosed the base of the stairwell. 
Architectural evidence suggests that originally {here a wall which extended east to west across the 
middle of the present asymhetrical hall and divided the first level into separate north and south rooms 
with no connecting door. There is also evidence that the two rooms onkach side ofthe wall opened 
into each other and there was no hall. The hall was created when new walls were constructed to 
separate the two rooms. All the spaces on both levels retain the original floors, wide baseboards, 
wide horizontal board wainscoting, chair rails, mantels and decorative trim. The walls are plastered 
and, while some of the walls were added at a later date, they are original. There is some evidence that 
at least on6 of the rooms retains the original paint. Each of the rooms except the north and southwest 
rooms on the second level has a fireplace and decorative mantel. Originally there was a stairwell in 
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the northeast comer of the southwest room that led to the second level. Since architectural evidence 
suggests that there was the same separation of space on the second level this stairwell would be 
necessary to reach that area. This division would be consistent with the separation of public and 
~rivatemaces in a tavem. There are four rooms on the second level. The stairwell divides the two 
rooms on the north sidd of the building. There has been some twentieth-century remodeling at the 
entrance to the northwest room and a door added to the wall ofthe southwest room to provide access 
to that side of the building. 

KITCHEN WING 

The kitchen wing is a one-story, rectangular building with side gables facing south: It sits on a stone 
foundation and has four symmetrically placed bays on the south elevation and three asymmetrically 
placed bays on the north elevation. The windows on the south elevation are square withsix lightsand 
have wooden sills and frames. On the north elevation there are two windows on the west end of the 
wing. One is six-over-six single-hung sash and the other is a square opening with the glass missing 
and is boarded up from the inside. There are two boarded-up windows on either side ofthe chimney 
on the attic level of the east elevation. Two doors on the south elevation and the one on the north 
elevation are symmetrically placed and consist of vertical beaded boards, wooden sills and no lintels. 
Those on the south elevation have thumb latches and porcelain knobs. There is no evidence of a latch 
on the north door, however there is a keyhole. 

The moderately sloped roof is standing-seam metal and side-gabled with extended eaves and boxed 
cornices. An exterior stone chimney with shoulders and a brick stack rises on the east elevation. 

Architectural evidence indicates that this wing was constructed to connect the old kitchen to the 
tavem somefie in the mid-1800s and is reached by a doorway on the east wall of the northeast room 
of the tavem. The west wall of this wing is the original outside wall of the tavern and includes the 
base of one of the tavern's chimneys. The other three walls have baseboards, wainscoting and chair 
rail. A door on the south end of the east wall leads to the old kitchen. The floors, north, east and 
south walls as well as the windows and doors in the kitchen appear to be original. The enclosed 
stairwell in the northeast comer was a later addition and the large fireplace on the east wall has 
recently been rebuilt. 
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BLACKSMITH SHOP 

The blacksmith shop is a wooden one-story, rectangular, front-gableroofed building that faces south. 
The structure sits on a concrete foundation and was rebuilt in the 1920s when the original building 
burned down. It has a L,dnding-seam metal roof as does the shed-roofed porch, which extends along 
the entire south elevation. 

This building is one room with no covering on the walls or ceiling. The floor is concrete. Some of 
the blacksmithing equipment is still in place. 

On the south side of the Fredericksburg Road are two residences and a store. The largest structureis 
the home of the Bruce family and is the only structure currently occupied. A short distance to the 
east is the feed store and another residence that was once used as a school and now is in disrepair. 
Both the Bruce home and the feed store have later additions. 

BRUCE HOUSE 

The Bruce house is a wooden, two-story, cross-gable-roofed building that faces north. When the 
house was built in 1870 it was a two-story I-house with a store addition on the west end. The store 
was tom down in the 1920's when the business was moved across the street. Ghosts of that structure 
can still be seen on the chimney wall. Sometime before the turn of the twentieth-century a cross-
gable-roofed wing was added to the south elevation. There is a one-story addition on the south end 
of the cross gable wing and another on the east end of the original house. The house sits on a stone 
foundation. There are four bays on the north elevation, seven on the east elevation, four on the south 
elevations and four on the west elevation. All the windows on all levels of the original structure have 
two-over-two sashes including those on the one-story addition. Those on the later wing have all six- 
over-six sashes. There are five doors. The one on the north elevation is wood-and-glass paneled and 
the rest are wood-paneled. The door on the north end ofthe west elevation has a rectangular single- 
light transom. 

The roof is standing-seam metal with projecting eaves. Curved show rafters can be seen under the 
eaves of the cross-gabled addition. There are three porches. A four-bay shed-roofed porch extends 
across the north elevation of the original house. On the east elevation there is a one-bay two-story 
porch that has been enclosed on the second level. The other porch on this elevation has been 
screened in. There are two end chimneys on the east and west elevations of the older house and a 
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stove chimney in the center of the cross-gabled wing. 

The interior of the original section of the house appears to be relatively unchanged. The walls are 
plaster with no wainscoting. There are fireplaces with decorative mantels in the two rooms. The 
wood-paneled doors and door trim with comer blocks are original. The wing addition is reached by 
two stepsup and appears to have been built to accommbdate dining, kitchen and storagefacilitiesand 
has changed little. 

FEED STORE 

The feed store is a wooden, 1%-story, rectangular, side-gable-roofed building that faces north. The 
original section of the structure on the east end was probably built in the early-nineteenthtury and 
an addition was added to the west end before the middle of the century and is indicated by a break in 
the siding. The building sits on a raised stone foundation, which has three openings to a shallow 
cellar under the original section. A window on the east end of this level has wooden vertical bars and 
the one on the west end is obscured by the stairs to the porch. An opening between the windows 
appears to be a doorway, however the door is missing. On the first level there are five bays on the 
north elevation, and none on the west, south or east elevations. There are three windows on the 
north elevation; two on the original section and one on the addition. The one on the east end of the 
building has six-over-six single-hung sashes and the two on the west end are boarded up. All 
windows have wooden siis and molded trim. Two doors on this level are placed between the 
windows on the original section. The door on the east end consists of vertical boards and the double 
door on the west end has horizontal beaded boards and strap hinges. This door leads into the main 
section of the store. The other door leads into an officefliving space. There is a square, four-light 
window on the %-story level of the west elevation just under the gable. Square windows with 
wooden interior shutters are found on either side of the chimney on the %-story level of the east 
elevation. A wooden door for the %-story can be seen on the west elevation. This was probably used 
as a loading door for the storage area. 

The roof is moderately sloped standing-seam metal with projecting eaves and a boxed cornice. A 
two-bay porch with a standing-seam metal shed roof has posts that are plain and wire nails indicate 
this is a reolacement ~o rch .  On the east elevation there is a standma end chimnev with a shoulderthat 
is enc1osA on the first floor by siding that was added and overlapped to make it appear as though the 
store was ioined to the adiacent house. There is a vertical board door in the siding giving access to 
the chimney. The same enclosure is found on the south elevation however the house is deeper on this 
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side and the siding does not overlap. 

The interior of the feed store contains two rooms on each level consisting of a small livingloffice 
space on the east ends and a large open rectangular room on the west ends. On the first level remains 
of beaded board wood paneling can be seen on the north, east and south walls ofthe original section 
of the large room and remnants of chair rail and plaster can be seen on the north, south and west walls 
of the later addition on the west end. The large room on the %-story level has evidence of a beaded 
base board on the original section. A wooden stair on the east wall of the large room gives access to 
the %-story. The two small officdiving spaces have plaster walls with chair rail and a fireplace with 
mantel. The walls of this space on the second level are covered with Civil War graffiti. There is also 
graftiti on the south wall of the west addition on the first floor. 

The house/school is at present a wooden, square, two-story, side-gable-roofed house that faces north. 
The building sits on a stone foundation. Originally there was a kitchen wing on the east side, however 
the room and chimney collapsed years ago and were removed and a new east wall was constructed. 
Evidence of the stone foundation for this room can still be seen. The rest ofthe house is in very poor 
condition and many parts are missing. There are three symmetrically place bays on the north and 
south elevations, one bay on the east elevation and none on the west elevation. The two windows on 
the east and west elevations are missing glass and most of their trim. Remnants ofwooden shutters 
can be seen. The wooden vertical-board doors on the north and east elevations are off their hinges 
and propped in the doorways as is the wood- paneled door on the south elevation. The two windows 
on the second level of the north elevation are six-over-six single-hung sash. Two windows on this 
level of the south elevation are missing glass and some framing. There are two four-light windows on 
the attic level of the east elevation. 

The roof is moderately sloped standing-seam metal with boxed cornices. There isevidence of a 
previous porch. The interior of the house is in great disrepair and has been used for hay storage. The 
first level contains one room while two rooms are on the second level. The walls are plastered above 
horizontal board wainscoting and a chair rail. Originally there was a fireplace on the east wall ofboth 
levels but the chimney collapsed and the wall was rebuilt in the mid-twentieth- century. There are 
two side-by-side glass-honted cabinets on the south end of the west wall which extend outside the 
walls of the house. An enclosed stairwell extends to the second level on the north end of the wall. 
Originally the stairwell was open. There is a small hallway and an enclosed stair to the attic on the 
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second level. 

AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS 

The agricultural buildings are grouped together in several fields north and south of the other 
buildings. North of the blacksmith shop at the end of another farm lane is a cow shed, corncrib and 
cow barn. The cow shed and corncrib are twentieth-century structures, however the center of the 
cow barn dates to the 1880s. The cow shed is open on the front, has three bays and a standing-seam 
metal shed roof and faces southwest. The corncrib sits on stone pillars, has shed additions on each 
side, a standing-seam metal roof and faces south. The cow barn is behind the corncrib, has a stone 
foundation, shed additions on the east and west sides, a standing-seam metal roof and faces south. 
The cow b a q ~  was enlarged in the twentieth century and the roof line for the earlier barn can be seen 
on the south elevation. Also in the interior the middle section of the barn has mortise-and-tenon 
joints and cut nails. In another field east of these structures is a larger dairy barn with a concrete 
foundation and d o ,  and gambrel standing-seam metal roof. The fields are leased and only a few of 
the buildings are occasionally used. 

The rest of the agricultural buildings are located to the south of the Bruce house behind a fence. 
Included in this group are two poultry houses, a corncrib, a cow barn with silo and a small chicken 
coop. These structures are all wooden and were built in the twentieth-century with the exception of 
the corncrib which dates from the mid-1800s. The two poultry houses are located just to the south of 
the fence in an east-west line. Both buildings are identical, however the one on the east was 
constructed of reused lumber and appears to be an older building. The buildings have shed roofs and 
face south. To the south of the east poultry house is a cow barn with a silo. The barn sits on a stone 
foundation and shows some later additions. It has a standing-seam metal roof and faces west. Just 
to the south of the barn sits a small chicken coop that is in disrepair. The corncrib is located to the 
west of the cow barn It is of post-and-beam construction with hewn timbers. The roof boards have 
numerous nail holes for previous wooden shakes and there is a hand forged latch on the door. The 
roof is standing-seam metal and the building faces west. Located just southwest ofthe corncrib are 
the remains of a granary which hasjust recently collapsed. The buildings are all unused at the present 
time. 

The James City buildings all retain much of their original integrity and are examples of the ongoing 
history of the property. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

The James City Historic District is historically and architecturally si@cant as an example of a 
community that remains a time capsule of late-eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth-century 
domestic, commercial and agricultural structures. The complex consists of a ca. 1796 house and 
kitchen later incorporated into a tavern and early-nineteenth-centurystore, an early-nineteenth- 
centuly house and store, an 1870 dwelling, a blacksmith shop, and several early-twentieth-century 
agricultural buildings. Built along what was the main road fromFredericksburg to Madison County, 
the complex served as a stop for stagecoach travelers and a place for business. In 1810 James City 
became the site of the second post office in Madison County and in 1822 Daniel James obtained a 
license to operate an ordinary in his home. During the second half ofthe nineteenth century new 
roads were built and the Fredericksburg Road went into decline and eventually became part of the 
farmland. The buildings of the community, however, remained virtually intact. The structures that 
were built after that time were mostly agridtural and reflect the change in the status of the 
community. Most of the remaining buildings are those that were present when James City was a 
viable community which lasted until the James City store closed in the 1980s. 

Historical Background 

James City had its beginnings in 1796 when Daniel James began acquiring property in Madison 
County. That year he bought 218 acres from Benjamin J. Roberts for E654 and probably built a 
house on the property soon thereafter. The land was described as, "lying on the south side of 
Crooked run."' James began purchasing adjoining land until 1814 by which time he had assembled 
538 acres.2 The Fredericksburg Road, also known as the Kirtley Road, ranthrough his property and 
the present-day James City buildings are located on either side of that road, now a farm lane. The 
Fredericksburg Road was the main artery connecting the Rappahannock River port town with the 
Three Notched Road area (Albemarle County) and probably dated from the early 17309, however no 
records survive prior to 1742.' Local tradition indicates that this road was an early stagecoach route. 
By 1810 the James City Post Office was established as the second post office in the county and 
Daniel James was the first postmaster. In 1822 James obtained a license to keep an ordinary at his 
house in Madison county.' The Gazetteer of Virginia reported in 1836, 

James City P.O. 87 ms from W. and 105 from R. Situated on Crooked run on the 
north side of Thoroughfare mountain nine miles distant from Madison and Culpeper 
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court houses on the line which divides the two counties of Culpeper and Madison. It 
contains one large well kept tavem, called Madison Inn, one Mercantile store, one 
boot and shoe factory, a tailor, blacksmith shop and a merchant mill--There is a 
Baptist house of Worship in the vicinity. Population 50' 

Land tax records for an 1817 assessment "under an act of assembly for dividing into districts," lists 
the value for buildings owned by Daniel James at $2300. A note in the margin mentions $300 for two 
mills, and $2000 for houses, etc.' By 1820 this value goes up to $2500. In 1851 the value rises to 
$3000 but by 1857 it drops back to $2500 and does not change until the property is broken up in 
1870.~The first buildings that can be documented are two late-eighteenth-century structures that 
have been incorporated into a later building. One was a one-story, frame and weatherboard building 
with a stone-walled cellar and stone end chimney. The other was an early kitchen with a large stone 
fireplace. While only glimpses of the first building can be seen on attic walls and under floor boards, 
the kitchen remains much like it was when it was built. Original wooden locks and latches, floors, 
windows doors, stairs and framing remain. It was attached to the tavern by a wing built sometime 
before 1850. 

Because of the high value for buildings on the land tax records it would appear that the tavern was 
built sometime before 18 17. Architectural evidence supports this. Basic electricity is the only 
modernization. Here again the interior retains most its original parts. There is even evidence of 
original paint in one of the rooms. A few walls and doors have been moved or added to make the 
building a single living space probably after it ceased to be used as a tavern, but this was all done 
during the nineteenth century. It appears that some of the original cladding is still attached. 

In 1839Daniel James sold the James City property to Nathaniel Tatum for $6000.' In 1840the name 
of the post office was changed to Leon. However the property still continued to be referred to as 
James City. The value for buildings listed in the land tax records is $2500 until 185 1 when the value 
rises to $3000. In 1857 the value drops back to $2500 and remains the same until the property is 
broken up and sold after Tatum's death in 1870. Since stagecoach travel went into decline when the 
railroads were becoming established it is most likely that the tavem ceased operation during his tenure 
and became a living space. 

The fekd store and house/school were probably built at the same time, though the store has fared 
better than the house. The house/school is literally coming apart at the seams and will not last much 
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longer. A room on the second floor of the feed store has Civil War graffiti on all four walls. 

The Civil War touched James City several times. In a report of Brig. Gen. George D. Bayard, U.S. 
Army, concerning a reconqaissance to James City and Madison Courthouse on July 22-24, 1862, he 
states, "I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 22d I left here with General Hatch, going 
as far as James City that night."' Between the 8th and 1 lth of October 1863 there was a skirmish 
involving the city. Reports of several officers mention the action. Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U.S. 
Army commanding Third Cavalry Division was headquartered near James City, and on the 10th 
reported, "I at once ordered General Davies to cross Crooked Run, and take up position at James 
City, and General Custer to send two regiments and section of artillery, to take up position to the left 
of James City, and to hold the road passing at the base ofthe rn~untain."~ Later that day he reported, 
"General Custer is at James City. --the enemy made, at sundown, several vigorous attacks on General 
Custer and General Davies' position, but were each time repulsed." Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart also 
reported on the action of the loth, 

The fleeing army was pursued to James City, where we encountered the main 
body of the enemy, subsequently ascertained to consist of about two brigades 
ofKilpatrick's division of cavalry, French's division of infantry, and sixpieces 
of artillery. At our approach they retired from the village to a strong position 
on the hills overlooking it near Bethel Church and drew up in line of battle, 
with their artillery judiciously posted to receive us. . . . 

I regret very much to be compelled to bear witness to the sufferings of the 
unfortunate inhabitants of James City, who were thus brought between two 
fires, but from the peculiarity of the ground this could not be avoided.1° 

Local history indicates that several local structures sustained damage or were burned down and never 
rebuilt. There is no apparent war damage on any of the remaining buildings. 

After Tatum died the property was divided and sold in several parcels. James Shotwell bought 328 
acres from the Tatum estate." Ephraim Weaver purchased 58 % acres from JohnTatum, an executor 
ofNathaniel's estate.I2 Mrs. Weaver was a half-sister to James Shotwell who was the father ofMrs. 
S. M. Bruce. S.M. Bruce acquired both the Shotwell and Weaver properties and put James City 



NPS Form 10-9004 OMB Na 10244018 

(W
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places James City Historic District 
Continuation Sheet Madison County, VA 

Section 8 Page 13 

back together under one owner. James Shotwell built a house on his property, the house the Bruce 
family resides in today. It is the latest constructed building in the group along the old road. 
Originally there was a store on the west elevation of the house but that was tom down in the 1920s 
after the business was moved across the street to the west wing ofthe tavern building. The house has 
had a few additions, but no major remodeling. Almost all of the agricultural buildings have been built 
in the twentieth century with the exception of a corncrib on the south side of the house and part of a 
barn in a field north of the house. As the commerce moved out of the buildings in town and the town 
slowly died, agriculture took over and the James City property continued as a farming community. 
Finally in the 1980s the Bruce store closed and the family stopped farming, leaving James City 
stopped in time. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property comprises approximetly 280 acres. It is 
recorded on the Madison County tax office plats as lots 45 and 47. There are two parts to each lot, 
however only the sections east of state U.S. Routes 29 and State Routes 716 and 631 are being 
nominated. 

Boundary Justification: the district boundaries include the main part of the property that David James 
owned when he founded James City. 
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