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The R o s e g i l l  p l a n t a t i o n  complex i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a commanding 
p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  end  o f  a n a r r o w  p e n i n s u l a  formed by Urbanna 
Creelc 011 t h e  w e s t  and  a  m i l l p o n d  and  marshy c r e e k  on t h e  east .  
The complex i s  a p p r o a c h e d  from t h e  s o u t h  by a l o n g  a x i a l  avenue 
a c r o s s  open f i e l d s .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  complex i s  a b r o a ~  
f l a t  f i e l d  and  a sweep ing  p r o s p e c t  of t h e  two m i l e  wide  
Rappahannoclc R i v e r .  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  complex c o n s i s t s  of a n  i m p r e s s i v e  r a n g e  o f  
f i v e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s .  From e a s t  t o  w e s t  t h e  r a n g e  
i n c l u d e s :  a wash h o u s e  (now t h e  manage r ' s  h o u s e ) ,  t h e  d w e l l i n g  
h o u s e ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  (now a n  o f f i c e ) ,  and  a  s t o r a g e  h o u s e  (now a 
g a r a g e ) .  The l a n d  f r o n t s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l i g n e d ,  fo rming  
a g r a n d i o s e  row,  s t r e t c h i n g  466 f e e t  f rom end t o  end .  The f o c a  
p o i n t  of  t h e  g r o u p ,  t h e  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e ,  h a s  had  a complex 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n .  I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form i t  was a small ,  
1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  37 '6"  X 2 1 1 ,  
c o v e r e d  by a g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  i n t e r i o r - e n d  b r i c k  ch imneys .  I n  
t h i s  form i t  was s imilar  i n  s t y l e  and  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  
b c p e n d e n c i e s ,  and  t h u s  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
were b u i l t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  u n i f i e d  
complex.  Whi le  i t  i s  known t h a t  R o s e g i l l  was o c c u p i e d  s i n c e  
t h e  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  complex s t y l i s t i c a l l y  d a t e s  
no e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  p e r i o d  1730-1750. The b r i c k w o r k  d e t a i l s  i n  
t h e  d e p e n d e n c i e s ,  and  t h e  few r e m a i n i n g  p i e c e s  o f  o r i g i n a l  
p a n e l i n g  i n  t h e  house  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  d a t i n g .  

The p l a n  o f t h e  d w e l l i n g  h o u s e ' s  o r i g i n a l  c o r e  c o n s i s t s  of  
c e n t e r  h a l l  w i t h  a room o n e i t h e r  s i d e .  The s t a i r  m u s t - h a v e  
a s c e n d e d  e i t h e r  i n  one  o f  t h e  rooms o r  be tween t h e  walls as t h e  
h a l l  i s  t o o  na r row t o  p e r m i t  a s t a i r .  S t i l l  i n  p l a c e  b e n e a t h  
t h e  h a l l  i s ' a n  o r i g i n a l  v a u l t e d  wine c e l l a r .  The f o o t i n g s  o f  
t h e  u n e x c a v a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o r e  a r e  ba l l a s t  

T h i s  c o r e  was e n l a r g e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a room, twenty-  
f i v e  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  a t  e i t h e r  e n d ,  making t h e  o v e r a l l  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  f a c a d e  e i g h t y - e i g h t  f ' e e t  w i t h  e l e v e n  b a y s .  The s t y l e  o f  
t h e  p a n e l i n g  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t ' h e s e  rooms i s  o f  t h e  1770 p e r i o d ,  
and  t h e  E n g l i s h  m a r b l e  m a n t l e  w i t h  c a r v e d  s h e l l a n d  f o l i a g e ,  
and  S i e n n a  Marble  p a n e l s  i s  v e r y  similar t o  o n e  i n  Carter 's  . 

Grove o r d e r e d  i n  1771.  It i s  l i k e l y .  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c i r c a  ' 
1770 e n l a r g e m e n t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  t w e l v e  f o o t  wide  s t a i r ' h a l l  
added  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  r i v e r  f r o n t .  A f u r t h e r  e n l a r g e m e n t  i s  
known t h r o u g h  a n  1 8 0 1  po1ic.y o f  t h e  Mutua l  A s s u r a n c e  Company 
showing t h a t  t h e  h o u s e ' w a s  made U-shaped byi-:;the a d d i t i o n  of  two 
3 3 '  X 25 '  wings  on t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t .  These  wings  p r o b a b l y  
formed p a r t  o f  ' t h e '  c i r c a  1770 e n l a r g e m e n t ,  b u t  may have  come 
l a t e r .  The same p o l i c y . s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e ' h o u s e  by t h e n  was 
c o v e r e d  by a "Dutch Roof,"  p r o b a b l y  meaning  .:.a .gambre l  r o o f .  

I 
. . 

1 A s  shown on  a n  1'805 r e v a l t r a t 2 o n  p o l i c y  of], t h e  Mutua l  
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7  
Assu rance  Company, t h e  house  by t h a ~  d a t e  had been  c o n n e c t e d  t o  
e a c h  dependency  by a  " c o v e r e d  way p a r t  b r i c k  & p a r t  wood." These  
ways were o v e r  e i g h t y - s i x  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and n i n e  f e e t  d e e p .  
A l so  a  "Wooden P i a z a  10  by 20 f e e t "  had been  added  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  t h e  l a n d  f r o n t .  An 1815 r e v a l u a t i o n  p o l i c y  shows t h a t  t h e  
c o v e r e d  ways had  been  r e p l a c e d  by a  b r i c k  w a l l ,  and t h e  t h e  
" p i a z a "  o r  p o r t i c o  had  a  s t o n e  f l o o r .  A l l  t h r e e  p o l i c i e s  m e n t i o n  
numerous wooden o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  wh ich  o n l y  a smokehouse r e m a i n s .  

The house  underwent  a m a j o r  r e m o d e l i n g  a r o u n d  1 8 5 0 ,  p r o b a b l y  
a f t e r  i t s  s a l e  t o  C a p t a i n  J o h n  B a i l e y  i n  1849.  The "Dutch Roof" 
was removed a n d  t h e  main body of t h e  house  r a i s e d  t o  two f u l l  
s t o r i e s  w i t h  a g a b l e  r o o f .  The second  s t o r y  was f a c e d  w i t h  
w e a ~ l i e r b o a r d s .  .It may have  been  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  two wings  
o n   he n o r t h  s i d e  were removed a s  t h e y  were  n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  
t h e  r e m o d e l i n g  scheme.  A l l  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l s  on t h e  main p o r t i o n  
were s t u c c o e d  and  s c o r e d  ( p e r h a p s  t o  h i d e  t h e  s c a r s  o f  t h e  l o s t  
w i n g s )  and  a l l  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e x t e r i o r  t r i m  was r e p l a c e d  
w i t h  s i m p l e  Greek  R e v i v a l  t r i m .  The p o r t i c o  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been  
r e p l a c e d  a l s o  s i n c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o r c h  i s  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
i n  s t y l e .  About t h e  o n l y  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  l e f t  t o  show t h e  
b u i l d i n g ' s  e a r l y  o r i g i n  was t h e  b e v e l e d  w a t e r  t a b l e .  

On t l ie  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  l o n g  h a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h  side of  t h e  
h o u s e  was r e t r i m m e d  w i t h  Creelc R e v i v a l   woodwork^, and  t h e  two 
s t a i r s  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  be  e n t i r e l y  o f  m i d - n i n e t e e n t . n c e n t u r y  o r i g i  
The p a n e l i n g  i n  t h e  s m a l l  room on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
h a l l  was r e t a i n e d  as was t h e  p a n e l i n g . i n  t h e  c i r c a  1770 roorns. 
Some o r i g i n a l  woodworlc was l e f t  on t h e  second  f l o o r ,  b u t  t h e  . 

. 

e x a c t  q u a n t i t y  i s  n o t  linown. 

The house  ~ : n d e r w e n t  y e t  a n o t h e r  m a j o r  r e m o d e l i n g i n  t h e .  e a r l y  
1 9 4 0 ' ~ ~  a f t e r  i t  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  l a t e  husband o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
owner.  I n  t h i s  r e m o d e l i n g ,  t h e  p a n e l i n g  i n  t h e  e a s t  room o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c o r e  was d i s m a n t e l e d  and  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  room on t h e  
wes t  s i d e  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .  The e a s t  wall o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c o r e  was t h e n  d e m o l i s h e d  t o  malie a  l a r g e  new d i n i n g  room. Hal f  
t h e  a r e a  of t h e  ' c i r+ca  1770 e a s t  room was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  
new d i n i n g . r o o m  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s p a c e  .was made i n t o  a 
b r e a k f a s t  room.. ' The f i n e  p a n e l i n g  of  t h e c ' i r ' c a  1770 . e a s t  room 
was d i s c a r d e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  p l a s t e r  r o s e t t e  was 
s a v e d  and  moved t o  t h e  new d i n i n g  roo'rn. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

, p a n e l i n g  i n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  room on t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of  t h e  
house  was s p a r e d .  N o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  u n u s u a l l y  handsome 
f u l l y  p a n e l e d  room i n c l u d e  t h e  i n p o r t e d  m a r b l e  m a n t e l  a l r e a d y  
a e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  e i g h t - p a n e l  d o o r s ,  and  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  f l u t e d  I o n i c  
, L ) i l a s t e r s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  m a n t e l .  The s e c o n d  f l o o r  was a l t e r e d ' b y  
. t h e  r emova l  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  f i r e p l a c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  s p a c e  for 
i 
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7 .  
bathrooliis  and  c l o s e t s .  Some e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d o o r s  r e m a i n  on 
t h e  second  f l o o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o t h e r  e a r l y  woo.dwork. 
A d d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  r e m o d e l i n g  i n c l u d e  s m a l l ,  o n e - s t o r y  
s e r v i c e  wings  a t  e i t h c r . e n d  of  t h e  house  and  a  o n e - s t o r y  s u n  
. p o r c h  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  n o r t h  f r o n t .  The wash house  and 
k i t c h e n  have  unde rgone  s e v e r a l  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  - 

b r i c k  w a l l s ,  l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  r e m a i n s  i n  e i t h e r  b u i l d i n g .  
Both b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l a i d  i n  F l e m i s h  bond above  t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e  and  
have  wide s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e d  windows w i t h  gauged b r i c k  l i n t e l s .  
Any g l a z i n g  i n  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  i s  h i d d e n  by 'numerous  c o a t s  o f  p a i n t .  
The k i t c h e n h a s  a s y m m e t r i c a l  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e ,  however t h e  wash 
house  h a s  a n  a s y m m e t r i c a l  s ix -bay  f a c a d e .  The k i t c h e n  r e t a i n s  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e '  w i t h  i t s e i g h t - f o o t  wide o p e n i n g .  'The s t o r a g e  
h o u s e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  a l s o  l a i d  i n  F l e m i s h  b o n d , .  
b u t  t h e :  f r o n t  w a l l  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d , t o  make. a  g a r a g e , o p e n i n g .  A 
b r i c k  on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  i s  i n s c ' r i b e d " R W 1 ' .  O t h e r  e a r l y  o u t -  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  a  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f rame smokehouse and  a 
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  bake  o v e n , . b o t h  n e a r  t h e  wash h o u s e .  
Immedia t e ly  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  main house  a r e  two i n t e r e s t i n g  
f ' ragments o f  C o r i n t h i a n  p i l a s t e r ' c a p i t a l s  i n  w h a t a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
P o r t l a n d  s t o n e .  The o r i g i n .  .of t h e s e  f r a g m e n t s '  i s  unknown,.  b u t  
t h e y  may o n c e ' h a v e  formed p a r t . o f  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o .  
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8. 
to the belief that these buildings belong to the 1730-1750 period 
and incorporate no seventeenth century fabric. 

Ralph Wormeley IV, served as.a burgess, and, like his son, 
Ralph V (1774-1806), was not sympathetic with the Revolution. 
Both father and son attempted to remain passive during the 
struggle, but Ralph V, accused of loyalist sympathies, was 
banished to Frederick County for the duration of the War. Upon 
his release, he returned to Rosegill only to discover that'the 
house ironically had been pillaged by a Tory privateer,. Ralph V 
later accepted the break from England, and continued his familyls 
tradition of leadership in Virginia affairs by serving in- the 
House of Delegates and being a member of the Virginia Convention 
of 1788. . . 

Following Ralph Wormeley V1s death Rosegill passe.d through 
various ownerships. From 1848 to 1855 it. was in the possession 
of Captain J o h n ' ~ a i l ~ ~ w h o s e  extensive alterations gave 't'he house 
its present nineteenth century aspect. From 1901 to' 1924 it was 
owned by. J. Henry Cochran, a United States Senator from Pennsylva 
Rosegill was acquired by,the late husband of the present owner in. 
1944: 

Although the present ,c.omplex of buildings is a significant 
relic of colonial plantation architecture, the extensive nature 
of the original complex, coupled with its associations with some 
of the colonies1 most prestigious individuals, makes Rosegill 
potentially. one o f  the state's richest archae.oIogical.sites. 
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P E R I O D  (Clroch OIIC or  Alorc 11s Al>proprirllc) 
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1 5 t h  Century 17th Century 19th Century 

S P E C 1  F I C  D A T E I S 1  (11 , lppl icnhlo n n r l  /ir>olrrlz) 

A R E A S  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Ctlock Orlo or klorc n s  ~ p p r o l ~ r l r r l u )  

Abor ig ino l ,  

0 Prohis tor ic  

0 H i s t o r i c  

a Agriculture 

@ Architccturo 

Art 

Commorco 

Communicat ions  

0 Conservation 

Educat ion  

Enginooring 

Indust ry  

Invention 

0 L o n d ~ c a p c  

Arch i tcc turc  

L i t c r a t u r c  

0 M i l i t a r y  

Music  

P o l i t i c o 1  

0 Rcl ig ion /Phi .  

losophy 

13 Scicncc 

0 Sculptura 

Sociol /Human. 

i tor ion  

T h c a t c r  

Transpor ta t ion  

Urbon P l a n n i n g  

Othor (SPOCI /~ )  

R o s e g i l 1 4 r a n k s  among t h e  o l d e s t  and most h i s t o r i c  e s t a t e s  
i n  Arr~erica.  It was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1649,  when Ralph Wormeley I 
p a t e n t e d  3200 a c r e s  "on Sou th  s i d e  o f  Rappahanncok R i v e r ,  10 
m i l e s  up t h e  r i v e r  from Bay, bounded on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  by 
R o s e g i l l  Creek . ' '  Ralph Wormeley and h i s  b r o t h e r ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  
( a , f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  T o r t u g a ) ,  were t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e i r  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f a m i l y  t o  s e t t l e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  and b o t h  s e r v e d  on 
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l .  F o l l o w i n g  Wormeleyls  d e a t h  h i s  widow, 
t h e  f o r m e r  Agatha E l t o n h e a d  o f  E l t o n h e a d ,  m a r r i e d  S i r  Henry 
C h i c h e l e y ,  Deputy Governor o f  t h e  Colony, who made R o s e g i l l  h i s  
home. The e s t a t e  was i n h e r i t e d ,  however,  by Wormeley's s o n ,  
Ralph Wormeley I1 (1650-1700),  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
member of t h e  f a m i l y .  Ralph I1 m a t r i c u l a t e d  a t  O r i e l  C o l l e g e ,  
Oxford i n  1665,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s  e d u c a t i o n .  During h i s  c a r e e r  of p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  h e  a c q u i r e d  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  " t h e  most power fu l  
man i n  V i r g i n i a 1 ' ;  s e r v i n g  a s  a b u r g e s s ,  a member o f  t h e  Counci l  
S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ,  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  of W i l l i a m  and  Mary, 
and  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C o u n c i l .  

R o s e g i l l  was a n  e l a b o r a t e  s e a t  d u r i n g  Ralph 11's t e n u r e .  I 
It was d e s c r i b e d  i n  1686 by M .  Durand, a  F rench  Huguenot \ 

immigran t ,  as c o n s i s t i n g  o f  ". . .  a t  l e a s t  20 h o u s e s  
s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  a charming p l a t e a u  above  t h e  R i v e r .  The b e s t  
of t h e s e  h e  [Raigh Wormeley 111 l e n d s  t o  t h e  Governor."  The 
g o v e r n o r  t o  whom Durand r e f e r r e d  was Lord Howard of  Eff ingham, 
who s p e n t  h i s  summers a t  R o s e g i l  t o  a v o i d  t h e  i n h o s p i t a b l e  
c l i m a t e  o f  Jamestown. T h a t  R o s e g i l l  s h o u l d  h a v e . b e e n  chosen 
by Eff ingham o v e r  a l l  o t h e r  p l a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him i s  
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s 1  i m p o r t a n c e .  

Ralph Wormeley I1 l e f t  R o s e g i l l  t o  h i s  son  Ralph I11 
( c i r c a  1 6 8 0 - c i r c a  1 7 1 5 ) .  Ralph 111 s e r v e d  a s  s h e r i f f  of 
Nir idlesex County f rom 1704 t o  1705,  b u t  d i e d  b e f o r e  h e  had t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h o l d  any o t h e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s .  H i s  b r o t h e r ,  
John Wormeley (1689-1726) f e l l  h e i r  t o  R o s e g i l l ,  and l i v e d  
t h e r e  q u i e t l y  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  J r jhn ' s  son ,  Ralph Wormeley I V  
(1715-1790) was t h e  n e x t  owner of  t h e  e s t a t e  and i t  p r o b a b l y  
was h e  who e r e c t e d  t h e  ? r e s e n t  complex of b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s .  
Recent  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  by M r .  
JhiIL3a;ln,?noft.h~l nn-i a 1 Wi 1 1 i a u p g  F-ic2 &-s. l e d  
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