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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidefines
for Completing Natianal Ragister Forms {National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking''x"' in the appropriate bax or by entering
the requested information. if an item does not apply to the proparty being docurmented, enter ""NA™ for **net apolicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategorias listed in the instructions. For additional space use ¢ontinuation shaets
{Ferm 10-900a). Type all entries,

1. Name of Property
historic pamr Blankenship Farm
other namesisite number  60-38%

2. Location 2/5 mile south of junction of ¥A Roure 733 and

street & number VA Route 603. N/A not tor publication
city, town  Ellett vicinity
state Yiroinia code VA county Mont eamerv code 121 zp code 24060

3. Classification

Ownership of Praperty Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
X private 4 buitding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ Ipublic-local [ district 2 _1_ bujidings
[ Ipubtic-State [ Tsite 0 0 sites
[ Jpublic-federra Dstructure 0 0 structures

[ obiject a Q objects

2 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Prehistoric and Number of contributing resour ces previously
Historic Resonrces nf Maont gomerye County listed 1n the National Register 0

4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1966, as amended. 1 hereby certity that this
C< nomination |:| request for determination of eligibility n@et S the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirerments set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property = meets ] does not meet the National Register criteria. |:|See continyation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Director, Virginia Department of H storic Resources
State OF Federal agency and bureau

In ny opinion, the property [_Imeets Ddoes no?meet the National Register criteria. DSaa continyation sheet

Signature of commenting a cther official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5, National Park Service Certification
1, hereby. certity that this property 1s:
Dentered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.

r-]determineg__eligibl‘e for the Nationat

Register. | _| See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the

National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Acton



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: sinele dwelling

Agricultnre/Subsistence: animal facility

AgriculturefSubsistence: storage

Current Functions {enter categories from inslructioﬁ§)
Domestic: sinpgle dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence; animal facility

Agriculture/Subsistence: storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and eariv 20th century revivals

r: American Faursquare

Qther: polygonal barn

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Wood: weatherboard

roof _Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearancs.

The Blankenship Farm is situated in the wvalley of the North
Fork of the Roanoke River near the village of Ellett. The circa
1920 to 1930 farmhouse is a three-bay, two-story, brick, hip-
roofed foursquare-style dwelling with paired and single double-

hung sash windows.

The first-floor front (northwest) is

sheltered by a three-bay hipped porch supported by brick piers.
A hip-roofed central dormer contains three-over-one sash windows.
The house contains a central passage with flanking parlors.
Conventional moldings and detailing of the period are well

preserved.

A more complex floor plan is located to the rear,

with kitchen, bath, and other specialized rooms.

To the east of the house stands the fourteen-sided barn.
The frame structure stands on a poured concrete foundation. It
has a concrete floor and is sided with German or novelty
weatherboard. The exposed common-rafter roof rises in two slopes

to form a conical monitor at the apex.

Four-1light casement

windows light the interior in most walls. Doors on the northwest
and southeast bays give access to a central aisle that bisects

the building.

Lofts cover the animal housing areas on either

side of the aisle. A concrete block silo is,attached to the east
side of the building. Each side of the building is thirteen feet
six inches in length. A noncontributing frame garage stands to

the northeast of the house.

E] See continuation sheet



£.. Statement of Significance

" Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
) L] nationatly [ statewide 2 1ocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [1a [ I8 [Xc DD
Criterta Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB DC DD [:!E []F DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1920-1930 1929

Cultural Affiliation

NAA
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The farm is eligible under criterion C as a good example of
an early twentieth-century agricultural complex. The house is an
unusual rural use of the typically urban foursquare form while
the barn is unigue in the county and region. Barns built during
the period range from small frame three-bay barns and bank barns
to large progressive dairy barns with a central aisle lined with
stanchions and equipped with concrete floors. The Blankenship
Farm combines the regional aisled form with a popular barn form
derived from pattern books. It was influenced by writings on the
economy of round or polygonal barns and features a fourteen-sided
structure based on a conventional center-aisle plan rather than
the often-published prototype of the central-plan barn in which a
circular ring of cattle stanchions surrounds a central silo. The
poclygonal barn was recommended because it was believed less
distance was involved in working in the barn and it could be
shown that such a structure used fewer materials and took less
time to erect (Peckham).

The Blankenship Farm was developed in the early twentieth
century near the town of Ellett on the broad bottomlands of the
North Fork of the Roanoke River east of Blacksburg and
Christiansburg. C. E. Blankenship told an interviewer in 1973
that he had the barn and other buildings built. The barn was
built in 1929 (Yates, 1973). The house, together with the barn,
represents a well preserved early twentieth-century farm group.
The noncontributing garage which stands between the two buildings
does not detract significantly from the overall visual and
historical wvalue of the site.

While the barn has been slightly altered on the interior as
its functions have changed, it remains in pristine condition.
The house and grounds have likewise not been significantly
altered.

[:]See continuation shest



9. Major Bibliographical References =

Peckham, Mark L. "Central Plan Dairy Barns of New York State Thematic Resources."
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, 1984.

Yates, Joe. 1973 Survey of Mentgouery County's Historic Archiitecture, Virginia
Division of Historic Landmarks (1973 site #60-55).

D See continuation sheet

Previous docurmentation on file (NPS): 0

Dpreiiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 87) Primary location of additional data: .
has been requested IX] state nistoric preservation office

[ Ipreviously listed in the National Register " []otner State agency

1] previously determined eligible by the National Register [ JFrederat agency

f:} designated a Natienal Historic Landmark D l.ocal government

[: recorded by Historic American Buiidings ’ D University
Survey # __|Other

[ recorded by Historic American Engineenng Specity repository:
Pecord # Vireinia Departient of Historic Resomreas

221 Governor Street

10. Geographical Data Richmond, Virginia 23219

Acreage of property __LWO acres,

UTM References

AL 7] 1505:613:8:0°0 tattiisi30 0! SO N N T BT O U A B R
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

ol T I N A T B S A T B S D [ S A B IR AN AN

I:] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning at point A forty feet northwest and 220 feet northeast of the north corner cf the
house, proceeding south 205 feet to point B, thence west 135 feet to point C, thence north-
west 105 feet to point D, thence west 110 feetl to point E, thence north 125 feet to point
F, thence east 145 feet to point G, thence southeast twenty feet to point 13,
thence east 145 feet to the point of origin.

{ Isee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The toundaries were chosen to include the house, barn, outbuildings, and the domestic-
related space around the house and agricultural-related space around the barn.

D See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namefitle _ Gihson Woreham
organization Gihuon Morsham,  Architect . date _June 1948

stieet & number _Koute 2, Yellow Sulpbiur Spric ——__teiephone (7033 552="730)

ciiy or town _Christianshurs: state Yirginia 2ip code 240773
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Surve}
Control by USGS and USC&GS

Topography by photogrammetric methoeds from aerial
photographs taken 1963. Field checked 1965

Polyconic projection, 1927 North American datum =
10,000-foot grid based on Virginia coordinate system, south zone
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, :
zone 17, shown in blue

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked

Revisions shown in purple compiled in cooperation with
Commonwealth of Virginia agencies from aerial photographs
taken 1972. This information not field checked -

Map photoinspected 1982
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UTM GRID AND 1972 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET





