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T NAME ' ' S i '
C OMMON:
Brownsville
AND/OR HISTQRIC:
Brownsville
2, LOCATION
[sTreeT aNcnUmeEr: .6 mi. NE of end of Rt. 608, 1.2 mi. SE of intersection of
!
Re. 608 and Rt. 600.
CITY OR TOWN:
STATE coog |[COUNTY: [ COOE
| Virginia 45 Northampton | 131
[3. CLASSIFICATION f
CATEGCORY ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS
(Chock One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
M Districr Building [] Public Public Acquisition: K] Oceupied H Yes:
] Siwe ) Structure [X] Private _l In Process \Ij Unoccupied [[] Restricted
() Object ] 8oth | (3 Being Considered ‘: Preservation work L3 Unrestricted
i i in progress m He
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[29 Agrieultural T Government ] Pork 3 Transportation ) Comments
] Commercial J Industeial [X] Private Residence {7] Other (Specify)
D Educational ) Military [7] Religious
) Entertainment 1 Scientific -

C_| Museum

[4. OWNER OF PROPZRTY : fou
TGWNERS NAME BROWNSVILLE ASSOCIATES AND  THE NATURE CoNSERVANCY] <
Mes+~—YHoodrow i g
: Bealley ob M. Lea fhaywE 1800 Nogrd KENT Sr. |5 %
SFRSSET e IR UnrT&ED ViR&INIA BANK— i
Brownswville
SEABOARD NATINAL ArtingroN, 4. 22207 |&
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Naseawadox NorFoLk, VA. 2356/0 Virgimia s
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Northampton County Court House g g
STHEET AND NUMBER- = 9 5
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— 9
| 3
Castville ) Virginia [45 ' i
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- TLE OF SURVEY - ! i
~istoric American Buildings Survey Inventory § 12|
DATE OF SURVEY 1958 K] Federal (] Stote [} County [l Local [ ; %
'DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ‘ clz
Y
- Library of Congress | (m|&
STREET AND NUMBER" - | @ @
| | 1|z
| i z
CHTY OR TOWN: STATE- I Cobe 1|_._'__..' 2
Washington D. C. 08 E |




{7. DESCRIPTION

(Che.ck One)
CONDITION [[] Excellent K] Good {J Fair [T Deteriorated 1 Ruins O Unexposed
{Check COne) (Check One)
[} Altered K} Unaltered ] Moved E{J Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE

Brownsville is a two-story brick structure with a gable roof and one
interior end chimmey. The walls are finely laid in Flemish bond with white
marble lintels over the windows. The off-center door on the land front

is framed by a finely executed pedimented Doric portico with a Chinese
railing. The corresponding door on the ocean front had a similar portico,
but it has disappeared. A one-and-a-half story frame wing erected in 1809
contains the present dining room. Attached to the wing by an enclosed
passage is the kitchen, formerly located further from the house and moved
to its present location in the late-nineteenth century.

The chief distinction of Browmsville is the superlative Federal woodwork on
the interior. Especially notable is the drawing room trim with the applied
decoration on the mantel and the tassel-and-swag decoration on the chair
rail. The woodwork varies - -in elaboration but not in quality throughout

the house. Both the interior and exterior of the house are in a fine state
of preservation.

The spacious shaded yard surrounding the house contains several outbuildings
and the family burying ground. The whole complex is set on a point of land

from which a broad prospect of the marshlands and islands separating the
house from the ocean is obtained.
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B SieNIFICANCE

{ PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate}
3 Pre-Columbian! ] 16th Century [l 18th Century ] 20th Century
[ 15th Century {J 17th Century = 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) {If Applicable end Known) 1806

AREAS OF $1GNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) La . v s

o Aboriginal . [ Bdwealion iy .. [] Peliticalr ., L] Utker Plaming,

[ Prehistoric {3 Engineering [ Religion/Phi- ' v o [ Other: (Specity)
[1 Histeric ] industry losophy )

[ Agriculture [3 tnvention [} Science

(1 Architacture [ Londscape [T Sculpture

[R Art Architacture [ Soecial/Humon-

[ Commerce {O Literature itorian

[] Communications [ Mititary [ Theaater

{1 Conservation [ Music [] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGRIFICANCE w -
The land on which the present Brownsville farm is. located was . included

in a 1262 acre tract, patented in 1652 by John Browne. .The property was
inherited by Browne's daughter Sara, wife of Arthur Upshur, and has
remained in the hands of their descendants to the present day, making it
one of the oldest family holdings in Virginia. The first building known
to have been built on the tract was a small frame dwelling, 25' x 35°,
with a brick dated 1691. This house, which was known as "Brownsville 01d
Hall," was originally located a short distance to the east of the present
house, but in 1898 it was moved across the creek and is pow in ruins.

The present brick house was built in 1806 by John Upshur at the relatively
high cost of $10,000. Because of the many relatives who shared his new
house, Upshur declared, "There is no place to put the sole of my foot,”

so in 1809 he added the one-and-a-half story frame wing. The main part

of Brownsville is an unusually carefuily built structure, constructed of
materials of the highest quality. The interior woodwork is considered to
rank among the most sophisticated and elaborate Federal woodwork on the
Eastern Shore. Many of the details are similar to thoese of woodwork found
in other important houses on the Shore such as Kerr Place, Wharton Place,
Eyre Hall, and Wesley. 1t would seem that these examples, as well as
others, were executed by a single talented craftsman who unfortunately

has not been identified. Despite the anonymity of Brownsville's designer
and builder, the house stands as a distinguished homestead for one of the
Eastern Shore's oldest families.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROF‘ERTY 0

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POQINY OF A PROFERTY

R S R FEC L't @F L'DSS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Saconds Degrees  Minutes Seconds
mw | 37° 28 33-| 750 500 17* o : . ° ' -
°
NE 37 28 33 - 75° 48* 52°
E [~ " - o 1 "
SE | 37° 27 35 75°: 48" (52
AL 32°.27"* 35" 52 500 . 33"
APPHOXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPRING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

“NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF]CATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 19606 (Public l.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State X} Local [}

Name

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman

Titleyjrginia Historie Jandmarks Commis|

Date

17
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

PR L

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:
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Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Browvmsville
Latitude

NW 379 28t 33

NE 379 281" 33"

SE 37° 27t 35"

SW 379 271 35

U.5.G.S. 74 quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000)
Nagsawadox, Va. (1942)

Longltude
75% 501 17
750 48' 52"
759 48 520
75% 501 17m





