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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Falkland, one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  survibing houses i n  Prince Edward County, was b u i l t  
by the  Watkins family, important f igures  i n  t h e  oarly his tory of t h e  county and of 
Hampden-Sydney College. The twPstory ,  four-bay, hall-parlor dwelling is a s t r ik ing  
and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  example of a vernacular house type found throughout t h e  upper South A 

from the  Virginia Piedmont westward. Falkland i s  unusually large fo r  the  type. being 
flanked by one-story, one-bay wings of  unequal lengths. It also possesses an in t e re s t ing  
s tore  of o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. 

The present house stands on land purchased by Francis Watkins, Sr., from Joseph 
Crenshaw i n  1780 and 1781. A t r u s t e e  of Hampden--':ydney College, c le rk  of the court  for  42 
years before h i s  death i n  1826, and a deputy sher LIE, watkins l ived  a t  Poplar H i l l  near t h  
county courthouse. Falkland, so-named i n  a 1785 account book, was aanaged by overseer 
Daniel Green. In  1810 Watkins gave Falkland t o  his son Francis, 3r., who had been 
practicing law i n  Prince Edward County since 1796. The younger Watkins a l s o  served a s  a 
county magistrate, a captain i n  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  and a melaber of the  Republican Committee of 
Correspondence i n  the  county. It was he who b u i l t  the  present house sometime between h i s  
acquis i t ion of the  property and 1820, when the  first building valuation on the property 
t ax  books assessed Falkland a t  $2,200, a valuation which remained unchanged fo r  over 30 
years. 

Francis Watkins, Jr., mved t o  Alabama i n  1820, leaving Falkland i n  t h e  hands of h i s  
brother-in-law James D. Wood who purchased the  t r a c t  four years l a t e r ,  Wood, a Farmville 
tobacco dealer  and manufacturer, a l s o  served a s  il t r u s t e e  of Ktmpcien-Sydney College. I n  
1830 he moved t o  t h e  Poplar H i l l  t r a c t  bu t  retained ownership of E'alkland u n t i l  h i s  death. 
Seven hundred eighty acres  of t h e  holding were then purchased by a neighbor, Joseph 
Dupuy, who added the  e l l  and t h e  former f ron t  porch soon a f t e r  he took over the property. 

In  recent years,  Falkland was t h e  family home of &chard B. Morton, t h e  distinguishee 
h is tor ian  of colonial  Virginia. In  1969 it was acquired by the present owners, who 
renovated it. 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  Virginia Histor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1969, 1978 Sta te  
Virginia Histor ic  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r ee t  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
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I 7. DESCRIPTION 

The west wing mantel i s  a l so  of the architrave type with heavy moldings surrounding 
the f i replaces  and bordering the  mantel, which has an unnolded shelf .  Of i n t e r e s t  here 
is the wainscot door between the  wing and the  par lor ,  which re ta ins  or ig ina l  paint .  The 
en t i r e  door i s  colored red, but there is a black band bordering each of the raised panels. 

The e a s t  wing has a s t a i r  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the h a l l ,  but it has a l e s s  elaborately molded 
r a i l  and an open s t r ing .  The mantel here is Striking. A plain archi t rave is surrmunted 
by an enormous unsupported mlded shelf .  

The e l l  passage is re l a t ive ly  plain.  Its open-string s t a i r  has a square, capped 
newel, a round banis te r ,  and rectangular balusters.  Recessed-panel wainscot and a nail-  
board complete the  decoration. 

The large e l l  room i s  decorated with a pedestal  chair  r a i l  and a double-bead nai l -  
board over the  mantel, which has symmetrically molded p i l a s t e r s  supporting a p la in  f r ieze  
and an unnmlded shelf .  

I A small log service building southeast of the house was constructed recently of old 
materials. 

1 BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

1 The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn a s  a rectangle bounded on the south by Route 632 
and with i t s  northern corners marked by the intersect ion of the imaginary eas t  and west I l i nes  w i t h  the  woods. 
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Prince Edward County W i l l  Books #6, 9. -- 
United S ta tes  Census, Virginia, 1820 
Wood, John. Map of Prince Edward County, 1820. -- 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

~ t L - l U l - d - L d  
Beginning a t  a point  on N side of S ta te  .Route 632., 2200.' E of the- . intersect ion of  Bush 
River with Route 632.; thence elnending.500' NNE, ,following W tree; l i n e  f o r  l a s t  300'; thenc 
extendingabout 3501..ESE t o  edge of t r e e  l i ne ;  thence extending about 400' SSW along s a i d  
t r e e - l i n e ;  ,thence c o n t i r h n g  i n  sa id  direct ion t 0 . N  s ide  of Route'632; thence following W 
along sa id  side. of s a i d  route . for  about 350' to  e i n t  of origin. . 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
5 THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:' 

X NATIONAL- STATE - LOCAL- 

I As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (PuMlc Law 89-665). 1 
! hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certily that it has been evaluated according to the, 

criteria a n d ~ ~ h a t i o n a l  Park Service. 
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