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(Chuck One) 

CONDITION (check o n 3  

Unaltered 

Archaeological remains a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  undisturbed, a s  only minor danage to. 
s i t e s  has  occurred from plowing o r  building.  Modern bui ldings ,  both p r iva te  
and farm, a r e  few i n  number and a r e  c lus te red  i n  the  northwest a rea  of t h e  
property.  River erosion i s  minimal. A:Vepco power ' l ine  f o l l o w s ~ t h e  eas te rn  
edge of t h e  property. No archaeological  .remains a r e  v i s i b l e  above ground. 
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Very l i t t l e  is known about the o r ig ina l  conf igurat ion or appearance of t he  
Flowerdew sett lement.  Almost a l l  information about Flowerdew w i l l  have to 
come from archaeological  research.  To date ,  archaeology has revealed a 
probable s c a t t e r e d  set t lement  pa t te rn  of many individual  s t r uc tu r e s ,  each 
poss ib ly  f o r t i f i e d ,  wi th  a more subs t an t i a l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  surrounding a l l  
o r  a por t ion  of the  se t t lement .  

Flowerdew Hundred Fa*, on which the archaeological  remains of Flowerdew 
Hundred P lan ta t ion  a r e  located,  

R - ,)(see map). !the western por t ion of 
the  property is mostly f l a t  land, and p a r t i a l l y  
penetra ted by s eve ra l  small creeks. A low-lying f l a t  area ,  c. 10  f t. ASL, 
forms the  ea s t e rn  por t ion  of  the  property. A 1 1  seventeenth century archaeo, 
l og i ca l  s i t e s  found t o  da t e  a r e  located on the  lowland, with 18th-century 

I and 19th-century s i t e s  on the  upland. 

I n  1680, the  General Assembly and Charles City County es tab l i shed  a t o t n  a t  
Floue:.:dew far  t h e  purpose of carrying out t rade and commerce. In 1691, the  
town was described as having several  dwelling houses and v~arehouses. 

H i s to r i c a l  documents y i e ld  l i t t l e  information about Flotlrerdet~. ' S e t t l e d  i n  
l a t e  1618 o r  earl;. 1619, Floverdew Hundred was one of many p a r t i c u l a r  plan- 
t a t i o n s  es tab l i shed  along the  James River. Flowerdew was apparently wel l -  
f o r t i f i e d  and r e l a t i v e l y  secure,  as it was one of only seven set t lements  
t o  remain open a f t e r  t he  Indian massacre of  1622. The Huster of 1625 l ists  
64 inhab i tan t s  a t  Flotqerdeu, as well  as 10 dwelling houses, 3 s t o r e  houses, 
4 tobacco houses, and a windmill. A cour t  order  of 1 3  October 1626 indicate:: 
t h a t  mafly houscs a t  Flowerdew were "paled and palizadoed in" and "ye whole 
necke /of land/ is well  r a i l e d  in." m e  same court  order  ind ica tes  the - 
presence of a t  l e a s t  "10 o r  12 pieces of ordinance well mounted and planted 
f o r  ye defense of ye  place." 

Throughout t he  18th and 19th cet-lturies, Flowerdew was or.7ned by success ive 
f a n i l i e s ,  and many bui ldings  rwrc b u i l t  during t h i s  time. 
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(See cont inuat ion shee t s  2-0 f o r  individual  s i t e  explanations .) 
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S T A T  EWENT O F  SICNIPICANCE 

Flowerdew Hundred P lan ta t ion  is  one of t he  bes t  preserved A d  most s i g n i f i  
c an t  archaeological  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  t he  United S t a t e s .  Thir ty-f ive  l oca t i on  
a t  Floverdew con t a in  approximately seventy-five archaeological  s i t e s ,  
Indian and/or co lon ia l .  Indian occupation, revealed through house and 
v i l l a g e  pa t t e rn s ,  p r o j e c t i l e  points ,  po t te ry ,  e tc . ,  da tes  from c .  8000 B.C 
t o  c. 1644 A.D. A l a r g e  number of the  co lon ia l  s i t e s  e t  Flowerdew d a t e  
to  t h e  c .  1619-c. 1630 period. Yk.10 of these  s i t e s  have been p a r t i a l l y  
excavated: 1) a well-preserved s tone house foundation, p a r t  of a l a r g e  
complex of bu i ld ings ,  measures 41 f t .  by 24 f t . ,  wi th  a 12  f t .  by 1 0  f t .  
o f f s e t  room on one s ide .  A l a r g e  o f f -cen te r  11-shaped f i r e p l a c e  foundation 
is cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i ck  and stone.  The house foundation i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l 1  
unique,  as each corner  i s  in te r rup ted  by gaps i n  which rec tangula r  s o i l  
s t a i n s  a r e  present ;  2) a rec tangula r  enclosure o r  f o r t i f i e d  a r ea  measures 
236 f t .  by c .  100 f t .  Within the  remains of a double-valled wooden pa l i -  
sade,  v i t h  poss ib le  bas t ions  a t  onc o r  more corners ,  the  r c m a i ~ s  of four  
o r  more s t r u c t u r e s ,  a wel l ,  and ~ o s s i b l e  forge have been found. Thousands 
o f  late-16th-century and early-1 7th-century a r t  i f  a c t s  have been found 
w i th in  t h e  enclosure,  including armor, chain mai l ,  helmet fragments, canno 
b a l l s ,  sword gear ,  cross-bow d a r t s ,  c a r l y  f l i n t - l ocks ,  c a l t r o p s ,  a 1565 
s i l v e r  co in ,  a con~plc te ly  preserved l e a t h e r  tankard, e t c .  

The presence of numerous e a r l y  s i t e s  and i n t a c t  below-ground remains g ives  
Plowerdew a tremendous and unique archaeological  patent  i a l .  The archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  evidence w i l l  provide a r a r e  opportuni ty  t o  s tudy,  i n  a comprchen- 
s i v e  way, e a r l y  se t t l ement  pa t t e rn s ,  a r ch i t e c tu r e ,  indus t ry  and c r a f t s ,  
t r ade ,  s o c i a l  customs, and o ther  aspects  of e a r l y  co lon i a l  l i f e .  
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c Flowerdcw Hundred Si te  Localit ies 
( In  Accordance with the Included USGS 75' Quadrangle sect ion)  

1. P a r t i a l l y  excavated house complex dating to c. 1619-c. 1630 period. Non- 

continuous s tone  house foundation, room additions, g raves ,  a l l  within fenced 

enclosure .  

2. Par t i a l ly  excavated fortified a r e a  dating to c. 16 19-c. 1630 period. c. 260 ft. 

by c. 100 ft. pal isaded a r e a ,  within which a r e  r ema ins  of buildings, a well,  

etc. 

3. Excavated mid -  17th-century to  mid-  18th-century building s i te ,  poss ib ly  

within the boundaries  of "Flowerdew Town. l1 

4. Unexcavated 17th century  building s i te ,  approximately con tempora ry  with 

1. and  2. 

5 .  Unexcavated 17th-century building s i te ,  approximately c o n t e n ~ p o r a r y  with 

1. and  2. 

6. Uncxcavated l a t e  woodland Indian village site.  

Uuexcavated l a t e  woodland Indian village site.  

Unexcavated l a t e  woodlaild Indian village site.  

Excavated building s i te ,  17th-century, designated P G  9. 

Uncxcavated 17th-century building s i te .  

Unexcavated 17th-centur)r building s i te .  

Uncxcavated 18th-century building s i te .  

Unexcavatecl 18th-century building s i te .  

Unexcavated e a r l y  18th-century building sit c .  

Unexcavated e a r l y  18th- century building s itc. 
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16. Unexcavated 17th-century building site.  

17. Unexcavat;ed 17th-century building s i te .  

18. Uilexcavated 17th-century building s i te .  

19. Unexcavated very  e a r l y  a rcha ic ,  possibly paleo, Indian s i te .  

20. Unexcavated 17th-century building s ite. 

2 1. Unexcavated 17th-century building site.  

22. Unexcavated 17th-century building s i te .  

23. Unexcavated 17th-centur y building site. 

24. Unexcavated 17th-century building s i te .  

25. Includes approximate ly  18 to 20 unexcavated, overlapping, mid -  17th-century 

to mid -  18th-century s i t e s ,  possibly a village complex. 

< ,  25. Unexcavated middle and late woodland h d i a n  villages. 

27. Includes two o r  th ree  unexcavated, overlapping, a r c h a i c  Indian villagc s i tes .  

28. Unexcavated 18th-century building site. 

29. Unexcavated 18th-centur y building s i te ,  

30. U ~ ~ c x c a v a t e d  19th-.century building s i te .  

31. Unexcavated 19th-century building s i te .  

32. Unexcavated 19th-century building s i te .  

33. Includes approx in~a te ly  18 unexcavated, overlapping, 1 8 t 1 b e n t u r y  and 

19th-century building s i tes .  

34. P a r t i a l l y  excavated brick basernented fuu~zdation of frame house  built  about 

1804 by John V. Wilcox. 
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c 3 5. Unexcavated l a t e  18th-century to mid-  19th-century building s i te .  

NOTE: T h e r e  a r e  probably additional archaeological  s i tes ,  as yet undiscovered,  

within the boundaries  of Flowerdew Hundred Plantation. 
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