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A P P E A R A N C E  

Dominating t h e  t i n y  v i l l a g e  of Farnham, the  p a r i s h  church o f  
North Farnham P a r i s h  i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  County Routes 
692, 602 and 607. The b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  shape of a La t i r  
c r o s s ,  i t s  extreme dimensions a r e  63 '8" X 58'2". The bu i ld ing  has  been 
desec ra t ed ,  abandoned and gu t t ed  by f i r e  a t  v a r i o u s  t imes ,  thus only  the  
b r i c k  w a l l s  up t o  t h e  base of  t h e  gables  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  What remains of 
the  w a l l s  i s  a sp lendid  example of c o l o n i a l  craf tsmanship.  They a r e  l a i d  
i n  Flemish bond w i t h  ve ry  c o n s i s t e n t  g l a z i n g  above t h e  water  t a b l e  w i t h  
Engl i sh  bond below. The molded water  t a b l e  c o n s i s t s  of  a c a v e t t o  and 
ovolo. A maximum depth  of  'rubbed b r i c k  i s  employed a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
co rne r s  and a t  t h e  window jambs. Unfortunately almost  none of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  mor tar  j o i n t s  appear  t o  su rv ive ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  seems t o  have been 
completely repoin ted  throughout.  The gables  of  unglazed Flemish bond 
a r e  replacements;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof  was probably hipped, making t h e  
b u i l d i n g ' s  o r i g i n a l  form n o t  un l ike  C h r i s t  Church, Lancas ter  County. The 
wes t ,  n o r t h ,  and sou th  b r i c k  doorways a l s o  have been replaced ,  a l though thc 
o r i g i n a l  p e d e s t a l s  remain. Except f o r  t h e  two e a s t  windows i n  t h e  chancel 
( t h e  openings of  which have been cemented up) a l l  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  gauged 
b r i c k  semi -c i r cu la r  a r c h e s  have been replaced .  'Ihe c i r c u l a r  windows i n  
t h e  n o r t h ,  sou th  and west  gabled were i n s t a l l e d  i n  1921 when t h e  church 
underwent i ts  l a s t  major renovat ion.  

Farnham's p re sen t  i n t e r i o r  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  1921 renovat ion ,  
and i s  i n  a d i g n i f i e d  Georgian Revival  s t y l e .  It inc ludes  a b a r r e l -  
vau l t ed  c e i l i n g ,  paneled wainscot ing ,  and s imple ,  Georgian s t y l e  p u l p i t ,  
doorways and a l t a r p i e c e .  
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Farham Church is t h e  p a r i s h  church of North Farnham P a r i s h  which 
was c rea t ed  from Farnham P a r i s h  i n  1683. The p resen t  bu i ld ing ,  d a t i n g  
from 1737, was b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  a n  e a r l i e r  church of  circa 1660 which 
s tood about  t h r e e  mi les  west  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Farnham. The church was 
abandoned a f t e r  t h e  Dises tab l i shment ,  and t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  be l ieved  t o  have 
been used a s  both  a barn  and a d i s t i l l e r y .  I n  1814, t h e r e  was a sk i rmish  
wi th  r a i d e r s  from t h e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  a t  Farnham, and a s  a r e s u l t ,  b u l l e t  
holes mark t h e  sou th  f a c e  of t h e  south  t r a n s e p t .  The church was recovered 
from a gu t t ed  s t a t e  i n  1834, but  i t  w a s  used a s  a s t a b l e  by Federa l  Troops 
dur ing  t h e  War Bet~qeen t h e  S t a t e s ,  and n o t  r e s t o r e d  t o  s e r v i c e  aga in  u n t i l  
1873. F i r e  gu t t ed  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1887, and i t  remained i n  r u i n s  u n t i l  
i t  was once a g a i n  r e s to red  i n  1921. 
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The c o l o n i a l  s i l v e r  owned by Farnham w a s  f o r c i b l y  s o l d  i n  1802. 
Colonel John Tayloe o f  nearby Mount Airy P l a n t a t i o n  l a t e r  bought t h e  s i l v e r  
and gave i t  t o  S a i n t  John ' s  Church i n  Washington i n  1816. It was 
re turned  t o  Farnham i n  1876. This  s i l v e r  was made i n  London and has been 
a s c r i b e d  t o  Joseph F a i n e l l .  

V) Despi te  t h e  l o s s  of  i ts o r i g i n a l  roof  and i n t e r i o r  Farnham Church I 
remains a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of  t h e  cruciform-type c o l o n i a l  church. 
I t ' s  brickwork e x h i b i t s  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  of  c o l o n i a l  craf tsmanship.  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  I.aw 

89-65),  1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

evaluated according to  the  criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National Park, Service. l'he recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:  

National State a Local 

Name 

J. R. Fishburne,  D i r e c t o r  li 
T~tleVa. H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Y 

I hereby certify that th is  property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief. Office of Archeolo&y and Historic Preservation 

Date 
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Keeper of The Ns t iMel  Register 
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