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DESCRIBDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) FHYSICAL APFEARANCE

I. General statement:
A. Architectural character: Belmont is a good example of a simple
late eighteenth century plantation house in Southampton County.
B. Condition of the fabric: Good,

II. Description of the exterior:

A. OQOverall dimensions: One-and-a-~half story Belmont has a five-bay
facade and a single-pile. Additions on the rear of the building include an
ell two-bays long and one-bay wide, and a three-bay shed porch which has been
enclosed with weatherboard.

B. Foundations: Brick covered with cement.

C. Wall constructiom: The original section of the house is covered
with beaded weatherboarding, and the additions with unbeaded weatherboard,

D. Porches: An early-twentieth century three-bay shed porch with
turned posts is set on piers and has been screemed. TFoxmerly a one-bay porch
with pyramidal roof and piers sheltered the front door.

E. Chimneys: Two modern exterior end brick chimneys replace the
oxiginal ones which had the stacks set away from the gable,

., Openings:

1. Doors: The entrancc doors are double and of two pancls each.
A single six-paneled door originally opened at the rear.

2. Windows: The windows have plain frames with a bead on the
inner edge, molded sills and early-twentieth century two-over-two sash.

G. Roof:

1. Shape: The gable roof is covered with galvanized metal.
2. Dormers: Three gable dormers with diagonal siding break
the south slope of the roof, and two similar dormers the north slope.

III. Description of the interor:
A. TFloor plan: The single pile house has a central hall. The rear
additions are entered through the east room,
B. Stairway: The enclosed stecply pitched stair with winders ascends
in the northeast corner of the hall.
C. Flooring: Wide pine.
D. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted and papered plaster. |
E. Doorways and doors: The raised six-panel doors are surxounded by
awchitrave trim. On the second floor the panels are grained in light colors 3
and the surrounded cross pieces are painted a dark color.
F., Trim: The lower rooms have chair rail and baseboard with moldings,
and wainscoting consisting of rectangular flat panels. The upper rooms
have only a baseboard. A Chinese lattice railing with thin members follows
the stairwell on the second £loor.
G. Hardware: The doors on the upper floor have the original H-and H
\
i
t

hinges.

H., Heating: Although the original fireplaces remain in every room,
Belmont now possesses central heating. The mantels in the lower rocms have
segmentally arched openings,architrave trim, a flat rectangular p-meled frieze
and a molded shelf. The upper mantels have segmentally arched openings,
architrave trim and a small shelf,
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7.
Iv, GSite:

A, General setting: Belmont 1s at the end of a long lane that today
stretches through cornfields, but that was originally lined by magnificent ocaks.)
The house is located on high ground to catch the cooling breezes, and faces
south.

B. Outbuildings: Several ninetcenth century outbuildings remain near
the house. Southeast of the house is a small single-bay, gable roof, weather-
boarded structure, covered with shingles, that was the smokehouse. Southwest
is a weatherboarded, gable roof building, two-bays long, and one-bay wide with
the entrance in the gable end. The structure has sawn barge boards and served
as the office. The brick chimney of the old kitchen remains north of the smoke-
house,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At Belmont, on the morning of 23 August, 1831, the Nat Turner slave
revolt was effectively suppressed. The revolt had begun late Sunday evening
at. the Travis place (now destroyed), about fifteen miles southwest of
Belmont, when Nat Turner and seven licutenants met, feasted, planncd the
revolt, and began their journey of murder and pillage at the home of Joseph
Travis, step-father of Putnam Moore, Nat Turner's owner. At its height the
revolt probably included about eighty slaves and free men of color. About
daybreak on August 23, Nat Turner and a reduced force of about twenty men,

Belmont was deserted, but in fact, Blunt, his son, and several other men
were in the house, and the Blunt slaves, electing to assist in the dcfense
of the place, were gathered in the kitchen just east of the housec. At this
encounter several of Nat Turner's men were killed, and others iacluding his
chief lieutenant, Hark, were captured. Nat Turner and a few followers

Captain Harris'. Nat Turner himself escaped and remained in hiding until
he was apprehended on 30 October. After a hearing at a court of Oyer and
Terminer, Nat Turner was executed by hanging on November 11.

The Nat Turner slave revolt sent shock waves throughout the South

‘where it was widely interpreted as being part of a Region-wide insurrection.
It has remained a significant event in the legends and traditioms of the
Nation, and recently has been the subject of a widely-acclaimed, if sometime
criticized, novel. Turner apparently believed himself to be divinely
selected to lead his people out of bondage., He and his closest confederateg
hoped to attain a freedom,that may have been as much psychological as
physical. Others were lured into the revolt by the prospect of plunder or
other transient enjoyments,

The revolt was short but viclent; between 53 and 65 whites were killed
by the Negroes and about 70 insurrectionists killed, executed, or :transporte
It should be noted, that this was the only revolt after 1739 from which masd
killings resulted and the last organized effort by slaves to revolt ih the
American South. In addition to the widespread, if largely unfounded, fear
of a general conspiracy, the Turner revolt coni:iouted to the crcation inm
law of a more restrictive regimen for slaves and free Negroes alike. It
is a fact the the Virginia General A -~ mbly, having seriously decbated the
question of abolition in its session oif 1831, moved away. from this position

. in the session immediately following the insurrection in Scuthampteon County+
The Revolt was probably not decisive in the loss of momentum for voluntary
emancipation however. The cause was lost, as was imvariably the case before

advanced on Belmont, home of Dr. Samuel Blunt., Apparently Nat Turner thought

escaped, but were pursued and most were killed or captured by the militia néar

1865, on the twin obstacles of compensation for the owners and the additiongl
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cxpense for transporting the formerly servile population out of the country.
Compensation with transportation was beyond the fiscal means of the Cormon-
wealth.

Belmont is also a-good example of a modest late eighteenth century South+
side plantation house, A distinctive feature is the Chinese lattice railing
on the second story. The house was built for CGicope Cavey, probably in the
fourth quarter of the eighteenth century. The Blunt family acquired the
property in the early nineteenth century, In 1822 Dx. Sawuel Blunt obtained
Belmont from Richard Blunt, and was living at Belmont during the Revolt,
Tradition states that his son, 15 year old Simon Trazier Blunt fired the
first shot at the insurgents from an upper window. Young Blunt is said to
have been rewarded for his bravery by an immediste commission in the U. S.
Army from President Andrew Jackson,

Ann Ridley acquired the property in the 1830's and willed it to Thomas
Ridley. ©Norfleet Ridley became the owner in 1873, and sold Belmont to R. S.
Pope in 1879. Pope sold the property to E. L, Marks in 1894 and Belmont
remains in the Marks family. Today it is owned by Paul Camp Marks, while
Mrs, Frank Marks retains a life interest in the house.

G.P.E.
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