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CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  


XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED SITE
ANALTEREDL~~~~~~~~ 
-GOOD -RUINS -ALTERED - M O V E D  DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Erin is conspicuously set on a small hill off Route 340 five miles north of Front 

Royal in Warren County. Erected in 1848, the wood-frame dwelling is a temple-form house 

with 14-story flanking wings. It is embellished by impressive Greek Revival detailing on 

both its exterior and interior. Set on a stone foundation, the house is covered by a 

standing-seam sheet metal roof and beaded weatherboarding. 


The west elevation is dominated by a two-story tetrastyle pedimented portico in the 
Greek Ionic order . The portico has unfluted columns, a full entablature, and a dentil 
cornice. It shelters a transom fan and sidelight frontispiece which retains its original 
uaneled door. The frontisuiece. with its Ionic oilasters. entablature. and carved 
swirls, is patterned afterplat; 29 of Asher ~eGamin's -T$e-practice 2Architecture, 
1833. An 8/8 hung-sash window with flanking sidelights is over the entrance. The window 
Is framed by a syrmnetrically molded architrave with-turned corner blocks. The two-bay 
wings contain 6/6 hung-sash windows on the first story and small rectangular windows on 
the second story. The first-story windows are flanked by louvred shutters. The second- 
story shutters have been removed by a previous owner. The wings' north and south walls 
have stone exterior end chimneys, original to the house. Wood-frame pents flank the 
chimneys. The east pent on the south end contains a side entrance. 

A dentil cornice embellishes the eaves course of the north and south elevatiomof 
the center section. Eight-over-eight,hung-sash windows with syrmnetrical architrave 
trim with turned corner blocks are used in the original portion of the center section. 
A rear addition has 6/6 hung-sash windows with similar trim. The southeast corner of 
the addition has a two-level porch added in the present century. A stone chimney breaks 
the roof line at the point where the house was extended Oo the east. 

The interior of Erin contains exceptional Greek Revival detailing. The hall is 

dominated by an open-well spiral stair ornamented with stylized Greek-fret brackets, 

a molded handrail, and a heavy turned newel post. The balusters are also turned and 

are positioned two to a tread. A small niche is found in the plaster wall adjacent to 

the stair. The first-floor hall doonmys have syrmnetrical architrave trim with rounded 

corner blocks. A simply molded baseboard runs the perimeter of the room. 


The dining roo9 to the north of the hall, is the most elaborate room in the house. 

The north wall contains a Greek Revival-style mantel flanked by floor-length niches. 

The niches are said to be a later alteration, but their date is uncertain. The windows 

and doors are framed by symmetrical molded trim, capped by carved stylized anthemia. 

A box cornice completes the composition. 


The parlor is located in the south wing. Less elaborate than the dining room, the 

doors and windows have symmetrical molded trim with corner blocks. The mantel is 

executed in a simple Greek Revival style with Doric pilasters and a plain entablature. 

The present kitchen, behind the hall, was originally the dining room. Its doors are 

embellished with symmetrical architrave trim with molded corner blocks. The room retains 

its rather plain Greek Revival mantel. The rear addition is used for storage. The 

second-floor rooms are venj simple and have no particular distinguishing features. 


Erin is fortunate in preserving a fine collection of outbuildings. Located to the 

rear of the house, the kitchen is a l$-story random ashlar building covered by a gable 

roof. The first story contains a massive hearth and plastered walls. Approached by a 

ladder, the second story is also plastered. The law office is a one-story, wood-frame 


(see Continuation Sheet #1) 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1848 BUILDER/ARCHITECT mown 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built for David Funsten in 1848, Erin is a sophisticated example of a three-part 
Classical Revival house, a form popular for country residences in Virginia throughout the 
first half of the 19th century. Native prototypes for the form include the late 18th- 
century Semple House in Williamsburg and Thomas Jefferson's first design for Illonticello. 
However, the inspiration for these as well as many other of Virginia's three-part houses, 
such as Oak Larm in Charlottesville, Fortsville in Southampton County, and Woodburn in 
Charles City County (all listed on the National Register of Historic Places), comes more 
from Palladian models than from more purely Classical ones. Erin, on the other hand, 
with its heroic Greek Ionic portico, represents a fusion of the Classical temple form with 
the three-part Palladian scheme. Erin's design may owe something to the native examples 
cited above as well as to the Virginia Classical Revival tradition fostered by Jefferson 
with his design of 1780 for the State Capitol; yet its form and details seem more closely 
akin to illustrations in popular architectural pattern books of the period. Indeed, 
Plate 75 of Minard Lafever's Modern Builder's Guide of 1833 is of a strikingly similar 
three-part house fronted by a Greek Ionic portico. Also, Erin's elaborate doorway is 
specifically extracted from a design in Asher Benjamin's The Practice of Architecture of -
3 3 The monumentality of Erin may be seen as a symbol of the bui1def;Ts economic 

prosperity and his success as a Warren County lawyer. 


The land on which Erin is built was inherited by David Funsten from his father, 

Oliver, in 1826. Oliver Funsten, born ca. 1782 in Ireland, was the progenitor of the 

family in Virginia. He came to Frederick County at the turn of the century and made his 

first purchase of land in 1801. He became a very successful merchant and also erected 

"substantial buildings of stone and brick1' on the corners of the crossroads which devel- 

02ed into the town of White Post (Clarke ~ounty).~ Funsten died in 1826, and his various 

land tracts were divided among his ten children. His will, recorded in Frederick County 

October 2, 1826, left It... to my son David r r ~ ylands purchased of Jno. Smith and Steven 

Grub also the tract which I bought of Turner now rented to Jno. Thomson.. .It2 The three 

tracts contained 163$, 124, and 212 acres and were purchased in 1814 and 1825. 


David's inheritance and guardian accounts were handled by Richard K. Meade, were 

itemized for educational expenses, and included income from wheat, rye, and rent from 

fardands. No building value was recorded on any of the inherited tracts. The educational 

expenses paid for Funsten's education at Princeton, from which he graduated in 1838. In 

1844 David Funsten married Susan Meade, a daughter of David Meade of Millwood in Clarke 

County. In the same year the young lawyer was elected a member of the Virginia General 

Assembly. In 1848 Funsten built Erin, the Warren County land tax book noting the addition 

of $2,000 for new buildings. 


With its Classical overto~les, the porticoed house was a favored design of the educated 

class in the 19th century; temples of all shapes, sizes, and materials sprang up throughout 

the United States, both in town and country. Funsten embellished his new house with highly 


(see Continuation Sheet #1) 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 ) Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Comission Survey 

1968, 1979 S ta t e  

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission 

221 Governor S t r e e t  

Richmond, Virginia 23219 


7. DESCRIPTION 

building distinguished by a simply executed t e t r a s t y l e  por t ico.  The s t ruc tu re  r e t a i n s  
i t s  or ig ina l  6/6 sash and eas t  and west en t r ies .  Adjacent t o  the  kitchen, t he  dairy  is 
a one-story, wood-frame s t ruc ture  covered by an overhanging gable roof.  The meat/smoke- 
house, a one-story log building, stands t o  the south of the  k i t cknand  i s  covered by a 
new gable roof.  North of the  dairy,  the  chicken house i s  a one-story, wood-frame bui ld-  
ing covered by bdard-and-batten siding and a shed roof.  A two-story, gable-mof, wood-
frame granary clad with vieatherboarding l i e s  northeast  of the  main house, and a wooden 
post-and-rail fence connects the  outbuildings. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property provides a su i tab le  s e t t i n g  f o r  the  main house and outbuildings 
as  s i t e d  on a h i l l  overlooking Route 340/522. This acreage includes only the  property e a s t  
of the road and consis ts  of approximately 36 acres of the  o r ig ina l  W s t e n  house t r a c t  of 
121, acres .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

styl ized features  t h a t  suggest the bu i lde r ' s  urban tas-tes.  Along vsith t he  handsomely 
executed s t a i r ,  the  house contains Classical-style niches and f i n e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  
carving. The columned port ico on the adjacent law o f f i ce  re inforces  the  impression of t he  
ewer's sophisticated t a s t e s .  

Funsten's occupancy of h i s  new house was short-lived, the bu i ider  moving t o  
Alexandria i n  1853. By 1855 the property was sold t o  h i s  brother-in-law, John Meade of 
"Valley View." The property i s  f i r s t  referred t o  "Erin" i n  the  Warren County --a s  Land Tax 
Book of 1852. The succession of names on the deeds indicates  t h a t  the  family s t i l l  held 
ownership i n  the house as  l a t e  a s  the 1880s when Emily Funsten, t he  l a s t  ch i ld  of Susan 
and David Funsten, reached her majority. The present owners acquired the house i n  1937. 

l~homasD.  Gold, History -of Clarke County, Va.,- p. 49. 

2 ~ r e d e r i c k  County --W i l l  Book 13, p. 276. 
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