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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ing les ide ,  a  two-story Flemish-bond br ick  bui ld ing  s e t  on a  high basemenkwas e r e c t e  
i n  1834 a s  the  p r i n c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Washington Academy. The temple-form 
house i s  entered  through the  five-bay gable  end, which i s  she l t e red  by a  hexastyle 
pedimented por t i co .  The form of the  house, while vaguely C l a s s i c a l ,  u t i l i z e s  no 
s p e c i f i c  Greek o r  Roman order .  The bases of the  columns a r e  conica l ,  and the cap- 
i t a l s  c o n s i s t  o f  f o u r  co rbe l l ed  b r i c k  bands, each p ro jec t ing  s l i g h t l y  beyond the  one 
below it. The tympanum of the  pediment i s  shingled,  and the  house is  crowned by 
f o u r  i n t e r i o r  br ick  chimneys. Ingleside was reputedly  modeled a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n ' s  
Vi rg in ia  S t a t e  Capi to l  a t  Richmond, and a  1906 photograph revea l s  t h a t  t h e  house was 
a t  t h a t  time pain ted  i n  a  manner s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  way Je f fe r son ' s  bui ld ing  was formerly 
painted--white,  wi th  the  window and door t r i m ,  t he  cornice,  and the  rake moldings a l l  
of a  dark color .  The.ground-floor windows have six-over-six sash  with rec tangular  
transoms over  them. A transom with more e l abora te  t r a c e r y  than t h a t  used over the  
windows d i s t ingu i shes  t h e  door. The smal ler  second-story windows have four-over-four 
sash ,  with louvred b l inds  used on a l l  of t h e  openings i n  the  p r i n c i p a l  facade. A l -  
t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  a l l  made i n  r e c e n t  years ,  include the  a d d i t i o n  of one-story 
wings t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  main block, the  enclosure of the  a rea  under the  por t i co ,  
which had f o n e r l y  been supported on f r e e s t a n d i n g  p i e r s ,  and the  replacement o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c a s t - i r o n  p o r t i c o  and s t a i r  ba lus t rades  wi th  modern wrought-iron r a i l i n g s .  

Ing les ide  i s  a  center-passage bui ld ing ,  with two rooms t o  the  nor th  ( l e f t )  of t h e  
passage and a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room, which may have been the  schoolroom, t o  the  south. 
The s t a i r  r i s e s  i n  t h e  passage. It was formerly a  s t r a i g h t - r u n  s t a i r ;  l a t e  i n  the  
n ine teenth  c e n r u r y i t  was moved t o  the  nor theas t  corner  of the  south  room. I n  
t h i s  century  it was r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  loca t ion  but a l t e r e d  t o  i t s  present  
open-well form. A l l  of t he  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  i s  very  p la in .  I n  the  south room, 
the  mantel c o n s i s t s  o f  p i l a s t e r s  support ing an unadorned f r i e z e .  A modern wood corn- 
i c e  has been i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h i s  room. The northwest room has a  small  mantel with 
symmetrically molded p i l a s t e r s  and a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and en tab la tu re  blocks. The north-  
e a s t  room ( l i b r a r y )  mantel  c o n s i s t s  of symmetrically molded en tab la tu re  blocks r e s t i n g  
on the  a r c h i t r a v e  surround and support ing a  p l a i n  s h e l f .  

The c losed- s t r ing  s t a i r ,  which u t i l i z e s  the  o r ig ina l  ma te r i a l s ,  has a  turned newel, 
e l l i p t i c a l  b a n i s t e r ,  and turned b a l u s t e r s .  A modern dado and c h a i r  r a i l  a r e  c a r r i e d  
around the  passage and up t h e  s t a i r s .  

Other a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the i n t e r i o r  include the  replacement o f  the  twin doors i n t o  the 
south  room by a  l a r g e r  c e n t r a l  opening, apparent ly  a t  t h e  time t h a t  the  s t a i r  was 
moved, and the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of c l o s e t s  between t h e  northwest and nor theas t  rooms. 
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The house is  loca ted  on a  r i s e  a t  the  end of a  s t r a i g h t  
d r ive  from the  county road. Surrounding t h e  house is an informally landscaped yard. 
the  boundaries inc lude  these  f e a t u r e s .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ing le s ide  was e rec t ed  i n  1834 a s  t h e  ch ie f  bu i ld ing  of t h e  Washington Academy, 
one of  t h e  numerous p repa ra to ry  schools  founded i n  Vi rg in i a  dur ing  t h e  antebellum 
period.  A s  such it i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  example of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  .of 
i ts  time. I t s  c l a s s i c a l  a s p e c t  does n o t  seem t o  be a  p a r t  of any contemporary arch-  

i t e c t u r a l  movement; a l though t r a d i t i o n  has i t  t h a t  t h e  founders of t h e  school  con- 
s c i o u s l y  pa t te rned  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a f t e r  Thomas Je f f e r son ' s  V i r g i n i a  c a p i t o l  i n  Richmond. 
The bui ld ing  does 'bea r  a gene ra l  resemblanbe t o  t h e  c a p i t o l  a l though i t s  d e t a i l i n g  
i s  na'ive, 

The land on which t h e  Washington Academy was e s t a b l i s h e d  was purchased i n  1833 
from W i l l i a m  S t a rke  J e t t  of  Walnut Hil1,an adjacent  p l an ta t ion .  The o r i g i n a l  board of  
t r u s t e e s  included James B. Mayre, John R. Det ty,  Lawrence Washington, James H. Payne, 
Henry T. Garnet t ,  F rede r i ck  D. Wheelwright, and George W. Lewis. Henry Taylor ac ted  a 
p re s id ing  t r u s t e e .  An advert isement  appearing i n  t h e  Fredericksburg newspaper V i r g i n i  
FIerald i n  June1833 s o l i c i t e d  b ids  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  bui ld ing .  The n o t i c e  wa: 
very  s p e c i f i c  about t h e  academy's appearance, no t ing ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  i t  was 
be 45 X 30 f e e t  and was t o  have a  p o r t i c o  45 X 9  f e e t  supported on s i x  columns. The 
present  bu i ld ing  meets t hose  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  An a r c h i t e c t ,  e i t h e r  amateur o r  profes- 
sional,may have been a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  design,  but  no name has y e t  been suggested. 

The academy was incorpora ted  i n  March 1834, and i t s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  opened Februa. 
1, 1835. H. J. F o s t e r  was t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l .  The main b u i l d i n g  a long wi th  s e v e r a l  
outbui ld ings  ( s ince  disappeared)  could accommodate two t eache r s ,  a  steward with h i s  
family,  and t h i r t y  boarders ,  Taught t h e r e  were t h e  c lass ics ,mathemat ics ,  English and 
French. 

Washington Academy was a  success fu l  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  about t e n  y e a r s ,  but  decreas 
ing  enrol lment  forced i t s  c los ing .  The proper ty  was s o l d  i n  1847 t o  James L. Cox and 
t h e  main bu i ld ing  was converted i n t o  a  p r i v a t e  res idence  wi th  t h e  name Ingles ide .  
Federa l  t roops  a r e  s a i d  t o  have been gar r i soned i n  t h e  house during t h e  War Between t h ~  
S t a t e s .  Following t h e  war t h e  proper ty  changed hands nany t imes.  In  1890 the house 
and 404 ac res  were purhcased by Charles  Henry Flemer of Washington, D.C. Today t h e  
house i s  t h e  res idence  of Carl  Flemer, Jr. and t h e  land serves  as  t h e  nucleus of t h e  
1200-acre Ing le s ide  P l a n t a t i o n  Nurseries ,  Iuc. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

KzKLad 
The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  include the  immediate yard of the  house and the a x i a l  --- 
d r i v e  leading  from t h e  county road. 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1s: 

S T A T E L  LOCAL- I NATIONAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for in 

' in the National Register and certify that it has been kvaluated according to the , 
criteria and procedures se onal Park Service. 1 I 
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