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DESCRIBE THE PRESENMT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHMYSICAL ARPEARANCE

Remains of Morgan Jones' 1677 earthenware pottery kiln are located in a
residential subdivision on a narrow isthmus between the north branch of
"Glebe Creel and lewer Machodoc Creek. The kiln structure and associated
waster concentration are confined to lot 307 and the western half of lot 308

Excavation by the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission in 1973 determiged

that the fired clay kilu base survives, showing the structure to have been a
6 1/2' by 9' oval chamber with four radiating fireboxes. Brick fragments
found in the firing chamber indicate that it was covered with a brick dome
that was demolished when the kiln was abandoned. The sunken chamber base,

where the pots were stacked for firing, is divided into two semi-oval pedescals

formed by channels rising from the north and south fireboxes. Heat from wood
fires im the fireboxes was drawn through arched openings into the chamber
and was probably released through a hole in the dome. The north and east
arches survive, as does a portion of one of the crude clay vaults that
covered the firebox channels.

Found in the kiln were examples of the potter's products -- earthenware
vessels fired at a low temperature and generally glazed on the interior,
with an orange to green color., The forms included heavy storage jars, milk
rans, jugs, and small thin-walled bowls, Some vessels were embellished with
a distinctive hatched rim treatment and several milk pans were stamped with
a sunburst mark in the center of their upper side.

The kiln was filled with sand and sodded over after excavation in 1973.
The site has not been intruded upon by modern construction.
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STATEMENT. OF SIGRHFICANCE - - - .

A combination of archaeological evidence and historical association
American craft. The date and operator of the kiln are known from the
Westmoreland County records, and excavation at the site has determined the
kiin's form and supplied examples of its products.
white for the "making and selling of Earthen warrxe" in Westmoreland County.
half the profits of the venture. The previous May 1, Jones had acguired
400 acres of land owned by Captain Thomas Youell "on the westward side of
lower Machotick [ﬁachodaé} opposite to the land of one Richard Cole."” - -~
the property where the kiln is located. Examination of the kiln indicated
that it had been used for a short time, and there were mo great waster

evidence supports this, for Dennis White died within three months, and in

to pay. The pottery-making operation certainly ended when the land was
repossessed, if it had not already ceased with White's death.

No datsble artifacts were found at the kiin, but fragments“of the
same earthenware milkpans with rolled rims and bowls with hatched rim

and Hallowes sites, all in context with artifacts dating from the second
half of the seventeenth century. The Morgan Jones potLery now provides a

valuable dating tool for archaeologists working in the area.

Only the kiln was uncovered in 1973, TFurther excavations at the site

associated with the kiln might also be found if the entire site received

local pottery.

E.A.C..

make the Morgan Jones Pottery Kiln a unique example of a seventeenth-century

On August 28, 1677 Morgan Jones entered into a partnership with Dennis

White was to find three men to help with the project, and he was to receive

might provide evidence for other activities involved with pottery productiopn,
such as the preparation of clay and calcining of lead for glaze. Buildings

deposits such as found on kiln sites run for extended periods. The historibtal

September, 1678, Thomas Youell repossessed the land for which Jones had faihed

decoration have been excaved at the nearby John Washington, Nomini Plantatipn,

archaeological examination, thus broadening our view of this early documented
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