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Crocket t ' s  Cove Presbyter lan  Church, Wythe County, Virginia 

7. Description 
Architectural Class~fication Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation $tone : Lirresszce 
walls Srick 

roof . , e :  Tin 
other '::ood 

Descrlbe present and historic physlcal appearance. 

S i7.?:AF,i' DESCRIFTIOX 

Crocket t l s  Cove F ~ e s b y t e r i a r  C h ~ r c h ,  a  lardr?a-k sir .ce i t s  c ; n r t r u c t i z .  ::. I?:?, i s  a  

me-s+,?ry, ;reek sevi~ra l -s t - r le  t z i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  twelve ? i l s s  1':3m ' "y thevi l le  on 7 i r -  

. . .-,v;a 
~ -. ?,>ut,e &??, -..hich is i.?calG. 'nov? a s  t h e  Cove Toad. ?:is :.lax : j  :ra?guil ,  . 

s:?p3e,  2-6 ; ~ p o s i n e ,  ze s t l ed  il 2 srove of  la-ge oak t r e e s  t,) :he e a s t  (>robably  

+ \e re  s i ~ c e  t h e  c l e a r i n g  sl t i e  l z n a  f o r  t h e  church Lu i ld l rg  i n  Y:?'?'. Somood on 

e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t e p s  c r i c e  +bLe e?trance t o  t h e  church n k i l e  blooming shrubs and 

rr.?re bomrood e x i s t  t o  t h e  r!est. i t  i s  a s imple church nlith yo s t a i n e d  ~ l s s s  windows 

or  c r y s t a l  chandelir-rs;  hmever ,  the bc i l a ing  i s  a s  s t a t e l y  t>aa:; as ,:,he? i t  vzs con- 

s t ruc t ed ;  and the  $a re  key t h a t  mlocked t h e  door then  unlocks ;t rovr. 3 e  C i v i l  :"ar 

' 'Zke r  was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  -.estern corner  of t h e  church v&ra xugkst  2 < ,  179'). This is  

the non-contributing ob jec t  i.n. the  church yard.  

; r i g i n a l l y  t h e  t r a c t  of land on vihich t h e  church v a s  b ~ i l t  contained t:?o a c r e s  and was 

s p l i t  by Poute 6nn. The 13rtter-n and southern  t r a c t s  have both served  a s  a cemetery 

s i r c e  1223. To t h e  nor th  d i r e c t l y  across  t h e  road f r o n  t h e  en t rance  :i ?he church i s  

the Crocket t  cemetery. '?he f irst  grave vas  t h a t  of  C la ra  Stone C:-xket t  i n  1991. T3 

the  sonth d i r e c t l y  hehind t h e  ckurch a r e  unmarked jiraves of Union s o l d i e r s  who died i n  

the  church. 

m ~ e e  continuation sheet 
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Crocket t ' s  Cove P resby te r i an  Church, Wythe County, V i rg in i a  
8. Statement of Significance 
Cenilying official has cansidered the significance of lhis propeny in relation lo other properties: 

anat ional ly  q stalewide s locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria UA 0 8  OC OD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QA 0 8  OC OD E F 0 0  

Areas of Signtficance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Si nificance Significant Dates 
A 7 . C H I Z C T L T J  12 58  18 58 

Cultural Affillalion 
N/A 

Significant Person Architec~~ui lder 
.1 '.k ;"eslev ,Toinson c5 "'vtheville lias 

Slate significance of propeny, and justify criteria, criteria consideralions, and areas end periods of significance noted above. 

3 "'!T3?',:T .?F S IGRTFIC.!AYCE 

; r x i : e t t t :  ::axre ?resb:rterian Ch;lrcL, ~ h 5 c h  vas c?nsfr :cted 3n ::')-.he C::ntv Ln lo::, 

i s  a s i g r i f 4 c a n t  example of  a  br ick ,  -:emacular i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  .cl' %he Greek Zevival  

s t y l e .  -5e bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  cr'l2est s a rv iv ins  church i n  t h e  county 2nd ? - i t%in  t h e  

3omd:: -1 t h e  ?Id Abh~c!3n Fresoyrt,erj. Wearby, a t  C w e  i.lomfain, p i i o n  an4 Confederate 

fo rces  I-.:?h+, ,an encaeenent on 1 7  l'ay 1$5L; *he c k ~ r c h  zerv-d ;s 1 ; n i f ~ n  h ' ~ s p i f l i 1  

~ f t e ~ a r d s  . 

?IiI.iTOD.ICkL ?;.CXG?x?T9 - 
About 1777 John Crocket t ,  the  e i d e s t  son of i m i g r a n t  Samuel and "s ther  Thonpson 

Lrscket,t, s e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of VGjhe County c a l l e d  Crocke t t ' s  Cave. The Crocke t t l s  

cove, co r th  7i 7:ytheville, i s  a  Ions narrow, winding - a l l e y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  enclosed by 

po.mtains-2"alker Plountain t o  t h e  v.orth 2nd Cove :!ount.ain t o  the  sauth.  Jrrhn 

Crockett  2nd h i s  ?rife E l i zabe th  blontgomerj Crocket t  had eleven chi ldren .  "eir  second 

son, J+.n Crocket t ,  LTp., married Nancy Agnes Graham i n  1391. She was the  daughter of 

?obert Grrihan, a  P resby te r i an  e l d e r  who had come t o  Vi rg in i a  from I re l avd  before t h e  

revolutio?ar:f war, a r r i v i n g  i n  'Jytbe County i n  1732. IIancy Agnes Crocket t  came as a  

See continualion sheet 



Crocket t ' s  Cove Presbyter ian  Church, Wythe County, Virg in ia  
0.. Malor Blbllogn~klwl Rakmnwm 

Prrvloua dOCUm8ntltlOn on tllr (NPS): 
O p r r ~ ~ m ~ n r r y  drrrrmlnrllon ot lndlvldual llatlng (38 CFR 87) 

h u  barn rrquaatrd 
uprrv loualy IlStM In the Nallonrl Reglater 
~ p r e v i o u 8 l y  determined rllglble by tha Nrtlonrl Reglrlrr 
~ d M l g n a t e d  a ~ e t ~ o n n ~  nhtorrc Lnndmark 
arecorded by Historlc Amrrlcan Bulldlngr 

Survey # 

arecorded by Hislorlc Amrrlcan Englnerrlng 
Record # 

m 8 r r  contlnuatlon rhrat 

Prlmrry locrtlon of rddltlonal data: 
Slrtr hlatorlc prrarrvrclon offlcr 
Other Slate agency 
Federal agency 
~ocr r  government 

Sprclfy repository: 
V i r ~ i n i a  De~artriIent of Vis tor ic  Resource 
221 O o v e n o r  S t r e e t  

10. Qlogr rph lc r l  D r t r  Richmond. 'Ii-a . . 27219 
Acreage of proprny 0.9 ac res  

UTM Rrkrences 
A L O  6 ' 6 1 ' 0 1  IL1,?19171S87,0j 

Zone Eartino Nonhlno 
B ~ l l i l l l 1  

Zonr Eaatlna 
u 
Nonhlna 

U S r  contlnurllon ahrrt 

Varbal Boundary Dracrlptlon 
The l o t  containing Crocke t t l s  Cove Presbyterian Church is c a l c u l a t e d  t o  be 0.368 ac res  

i n  s i z e ,  k i n e  211.5 f e e t  a long the  nor th  border ( t h e  fence  l i n e  of S t a t e  Road #600), 

171.7 f e e t  on the  e a s t  border,  218.h f e e t  on the  south  border  and 180 f e e t  on the  west 
S r  contlnuatlon 8hrrt 

Boundary Justlflcnlon 

The boundaries include t h e  church l o t  t h a t  has been h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s soc ia t ed  with the  

nominated pro pert^. 

~ S W  contlnuallon sheet 

11. Form Pro R m d  B Y Awnes Crocke t t  Davis. Joseuh C.  
nune/tlt(e Nancv Crockett.  Susan C. Pol lard.  .Tune A. Helton andothers. 
org.nlutlon private drtr  7 1 W l  
a m  6 numbar 2iru1L~ 3 R n u  hR7 * * g ~ ~ 6 3 ? - 3 2 1 6  
cny or t m  Wdhevi l l e .  Vireinia stam JLixg- ZIP cod* 2U.L 
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Crocket t f  s Cove Presbyterian Church i s  a n  excell-ent and ~ re l l -p re se rved  exar.;le 35 a 

.- s i r z l e  r e l i ~ i o ~ ~ s  s t ruc tz-e  ' c ~ l l t  o f  l o c a l l y  avail-able - a t ~ r i ; l s  i n  1:s" zloquent i n  

It5 s i .x? l ic i ty ,  s:,met?.?, and t e x t m e  of r a t e r i s l s ,  the  church r e f l e c t s  ?he Grec.:: 

.. . . 

. -eciv&! . s t y l e  _? :Is f z r r ,  nassinrq a? s i z p l e  ;!et;ilinrr. 

.is i: C:,mical -:-ith ri-o?;? ?.$vival !?-zs, C r o c k e t t ' s  Cove Ereso:.-terian C:-.ircr! has a 

Ism-.:it-hcc! c a ' ? ' ~ ~  -oof -it.:? <:he r3rt i?r ; rn ga!-le e r e  c:r!erted -l: 7 %  ffr-ct. ? i l e  

the  :rtrucL:ire i ~ c ' r s  Greek-insnired colunns and p i l a s t e r s ,  i t s  terrple for r .  end p la in  

tr::: a r e  Llal i~ar! ts  of t'-e Greek ?ev iva i  st;-le. The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  c z n . s i s t ~  a  

s i x l e  double-door e-trance ca?pea i y  a  s i n g l e  heavy :rs~ootie3 l l n t e l  anc  5wo ai~30v:s 

:;y-re+ ,:tail:; a r - s r r ea  sll::'-.tl:,r acave and t~ the  I t 3  a rd  r i c i i  zi t.he e p t r z r c e .  

- - . d n  s i t e  is p'" , . .ct;ztea :-y tvo double-hung ??indovis appraxkatel:.- f i v e  f e e t  bj t en  

Zeet i n  s i z e .  

"'he -ear  zLevati?n rats??: ' h e  f r z ~ t  e l c v a t i ~ n  n - c e ~ +  + \ a t  't k c k s  Ce-isrrn5isn ;r,5 

doors ar.2 conta ins  a  s i r 3 l e  f l u s h  chimne:f t h a t  pene t r a t e s  the  r i d g e  of t n e  gable. 

''"nile co3ple te ly  lackjng  pedb,ented ~ables, t h e  s t ruc t i i r e  ex5i t . l t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  

s i r c l e  cornice ~ o l d i n r s  a r d  h o r i z g n t a l  wooden l i n t e l s  over vasonry o p e ~ i n $ s .  

The fo1mdation r:alls ;?e composed of i i a e s t o n e  exposed a k w e  grade +,o a  he ieht  of 

e i g h t  t o  sixteerr inches.  The e x t e r i o r  v a l l s  c o n s i s t  qf ' r r ick t h a t  ve re  handvade 

and f i r e d  on s i t e .  The rral ls  a r e  approx ina te lv  s i x t e e n  inches t h i c k  l a i d  i n  f ive-  

course Anerican bond. Three b r i ck  p i l a s t e r s  qeasur ing  twenty-four inches v ide  and 
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s ix teen  inches thLck were added ts t h e  e a s t  and viest vra l i s  i n  1 9 5 9 ,  appa ren t ly  t o    re vent 

f , ~ r t h e r  sp l ay ing  of these  o:a!.ls outward a t  t h e  t o p  a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s e t t l e d .  This a l t e r -  

..* ,:,i.., < -- ccilld probably be e a s i l y  reversed t o  r e t u r n  t h e  e x t e r i s r  t o  i t s  r e a r  orie:nal 

~ s p e a r a n c e  . 
-. 
.:? c:cterigr louvered s h c t t e r s ,  7:itn t h e  except ion  of t,hsse .:r. the no r th  e l e v a t i o n ,  ?.axre 

reen replaced v i t h  s o l i d  s iu i , te rs  t s  :educe vandalism. These t s o ,  could easil;. be re- 

.:~--cce- :.:i-th s h u t t e r s  ?atc:-.!~rg ?he o r i g i n a l .  '?e .e:.5rdo!.s & r e  ds~?sle-?;?g ~ v l t ' i  a simple 

'~7el.ve-li;ht upper sa sh  and e i s h t - l i g h t  L o ~ e r  sa sh .  The ?:indovi cas ings  a r e  o r i g i r a l ,  

' ~ a v j l g  had on ly  n i r o r  r e p a i r s ,  tilt t h e  sashes or- t h e  e a s t  and ves t  wa l l s  have been re-  

l a c e d  hecause of decay and vardalism. The sashes  have, ho~rever, been i a i t h f ; d l y  repro- 

? x e d  t- ~ a t , c h  t h e  o r i e i n a l .  

:he r:of i s  present l :?  a ?re-ii-=:'led x e t a l  t ype  t h a t  .;:as i n s t a l l e a  i n  t h e  17Yns t o  

renlace the  stand in^ Sean -e ta1  r23f t h a t  was appa ren t ly  i n s t a l l e d  i n  the 17bOs. ?he 

o r i g i l a l  roof was p robabw ccvered with oak o r  hickory shakes a s  evidenced 3y t h e  wood 

scraps i n  t h e  a t t i c  and the  shakes seen under t h e  metal sheathing.  

v .?e chcrch i s  e n t e r e d  through a p a i r  of doors t h a t  open i n t s  the ves t ibu le .  The doors 

;re o r l g i n a l  and each f e a t u r e s  fsur f l a t  panels .  

3 e  ves t ibu le  occupies t h e  northern end of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  (approxixa te ly  one-sixth of 

the t o t a l  bu i ld ing  a r e a )  and its wa l l s  suppor t  t h e  s lop ing  fl-oor of t h e  balcony above. 

To the  r i g h t  of t h e  en t rance  a *rood s t a i r  winds upward t3  a balcony t h a t  mas t r a d i -  

t i o n a l l y  known a s  t h e  s l a v e  g a l l e r y .  Under t h e  stair a c l o s e t  conceals  t h e  exposed 
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s t a i r  s t r c c t u r e .  

From the  ves t ibule ,  s i n g l e  f?ur-panel  doors l eads  t o ' t h e  sanctuary.  The s a n c t m r y  or ig-  

i n a l l y  contaived a  high S c c t t i s h  p ~ l p i t  t h a t  mas r ep laced  i~ the  13kOs. The e x t e r i o r  

a r e  r l z s t e r  on bric!.: and the  in?.erior r a l l s  a r e  ::laster -7 ~!03d l~th. The o r i g i n a l  

: ' ~ t ,  c e i l i - . ~  Tas nlazCer o- tn.ooc l a t h  an:'., t9oueh r e n o r t e d l y  i n  p m r  card:ti?n, is  s t i l l  

i n t a c t  ~ ? e r  an app l i ed  a c o u s t i c a l  t i l e .  A11 of t h e  - l a s t e r  cocld be r e s to red  t o  i ts  

''an77 r e ~ z i r s  -.ere made i n  19&1-!!~1. A ?enr p u l u i t  .!:as b u i l t  t o  r e r l a c e  the  f a l l e n  and 

drcaved ??ch. f c o t t i s h - t y p e  p u l p i t .  For t h e  f i r s t  Ck.e e l e c t r i c  1iaht .s  -.ere i n s t a l l e d ,  
. , 

r e r l ac i rp :  ?il larrps. The present  pendant f i x t u r e s ,  from a 'Qrt,heville ::;in S t r e e t  b ~ i l d -  

i?., ),;ere hucg i n  t h e  church i n  13bC. I n  1358 p i l a s t e r s  b u i l t  of c o l o ~ i a l  S r i c k  

+ 3  sue-ort, the  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s ,  ;'em. flo31-s ?,ere l a i d  i n  1361. 3ecause ,,i i?ecay, the  

fx is t inr r  :-ood f l ? o r  and f l o o r  beams .r;ere replaced i n  1961 v i t h  f h o r  ,:'lists and oak 

t r i p  f l z c r i r g ,  ~ ! h i l e  much under n l a ~ k s  lvere used o r i g i n a l l y ,  the  f l o o r  represents  

rezsonat le  and appeal ing  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the  o r i g l n a l  f l o o r .  A t  the,sar ,e  t i a e  a  new 

ra i sed  a l t a r  ?!as added t o  t h e  cen te r  3f the south  x!a'lk. I n  1997, a  n2t.al ro?f replaced 

the one ?:?at k.ad been put  on t h e  bui lding i n  19hn. 

The o r i g i 3 a l  hand-planed hardwood pews ve re  r e f i n i s b e d  i n  1962. The p e w  a r e  cons t ruc ted  

of s i z p l e  board planks twenty inches wide and tv i e lve ' f ee t  long. 

3 e  a t t i c  revea ls  heavy c e i l i n g  5 o i s t  t h a t  a r e  band hem., and roof r a f t e r s  of s t r i p p e d  
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?olcs  i ?d ica t ing  t h a t  they  were c3ns t ruc ted  on the  ground and e r e c t e d  i n  pa i r s .  The 

markings assured easy  assembly once they  were a t  roof l e v e l .  

Of r.ot,e a r e  t:-.e no r th  windows, t h e  openings of which i s  a p p r o x i m t e l y  t en  tnches above 

the c e i l i n g  a ~ d  a r e  even rrith t h e  top  of the  c e i l i n g  'zsams, %"nether a x i s t ake  o r  a way 

. :'.it'- ??ali?rr 7 5 t h  +he s ~ a c e  i n  the "alcons, 1- ::as been t r e a t e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  by 

I c r ~ i n g  t,he f i r i s h e d  c e i l i n g  up a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  r!alls a long t h e  f ace  ~f  the c e i l i n g  beans. 
t 

The exls t . ing  ? lue  loca tea  cn t h e  south  wa l l  of the cn .xch  has been abandoned and plas- 

t e r e d  over 57 ~ a k e  ?lay f ? r  t h e  pew a l t a r  ( a  square r a i s e d  p la t form two r i s e r s  high) .  The 

o r i g i n a l  s tove 3r s toves  have been replaced with zropane gas h e a t e r s  t h a t  a r e  vented on 

t h e  outs ide  L 3  the  e a s t  and west  .:ails 

:$I0 record of the  o r i g f n a l  l i g h t i r ~  5s ava i l ab le ,  hornever, it i s  probable t h a t  t h ~  orig-  

i n a l  r i x t ~ r e s   ere o i l .  The sanckaarv is  p resen t ly  l i e n t e d  by f ~ u r  simple pendant 
I - 

f i x t u r e s  nape l r s m  t h e  c e l l i n ? .  

1. ?he pendant f i x t u r e s  ?nce hung i n  t h e  Barnet t  Funera l  Home an",arrdware Store  

l x a t e d  ;r '!sin S t r e e t  i n  I ' iytheville.  i n  13h0 t h e  bu i ld ing  was occupied by 

'_a tam 3-tkerlana l e s t a u r a n t  and was demolished t o  make a s i t e  l o r  a  new 

Lc$getts S t - re .  The f i x t u r e s  Irere given t o  the  church a t  t h i s  t i n e .  
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'ri 4e o r  sevent.een t? t h e  C ? r e  lrhere she r e a r e d  a  l a r g e  family of ele-,,en ch i ldren  ?nd 

'.ive+ t h e  r e ~ a i n l e r  of h ~ r  f i f e  57 a t n o - s t o ~  l o ?  cabin.  

;:ancv .:.gnes rir3h.a~ Srocket,t,, a  Tonan of s t rong miqd an3 ci.eerful i?isp3s!t!~n. KZS 

:evo?edly p i ~ u s .  It her  dezth i n  October I?'?, she l e f t  : c n ~ s  5 3  the  ch,;rck. I n  her  

-:ill, -.-itten t ~ e n t y  yea r s  e a r l l e r ,  a f t i r  making 3 ihe r  bequests,  -i?e nave " a l l  the  

t l l a n r e  ?f -1.r e s b t e  t,:-ar? th.e bdi ld : .n~  nf a D e s 5 y t e r i a n  churc5 91 .? ::rt.i,~n df 

".' , , : . ~ 
L - , . ~ ~  r : r scket t ' s  iwc." "is land  -,?s in t h e  verjr k a r t  -7 c e n t e r  -L' tke ::-ire. upre 

+.he c+rch '!'as 5 :ilt 11si.r.g t h e  b a l ~ n c e  ,:f Nancy Agnes Crockettt  s e s t c t e ,  !?1,152.?6. 

"'eslep j?krrson of '-yt'eville m s  t.he con t rac to r .  The hric!cs fsor the r t r ~ c t ~ r e  were hand- 

? 
~ a d e  on t h e  s i t e .  

: f t e r  ?he chxrc': nas  c o m l e t e d  i n  I???, t h e  c l n g r e e a t i ~ n  was organized by t h e  ?everend 

- ; ~ S e r t  Sraham .rc ?.evere?d ?. 'T. Lewis. The f i r s t  s e s s i n n a l  records  v:ere nr' ? ' 7 e e t i y  

,)n !,3r'il 2L, 1°F, c t  :.h' . -Cn ' Sa%IUel ??. Crocket t  and Zobert. p a p r  vrere e l e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

-.l"07.c --p <i'"-:C',.,. .'- 'he h - ..,.; - ze?tSmicr  - . "+ . f 7 - -  c f ? .  

',ewis i . " i l le r ,  a  ?ennsylvania f o l k  a r t i s t ,  who 3ade s e v e r a l  t r i p s  t o  Virg in jn ,  a t tended 

3 t h e  d e d i c a t i c n  and sketc5.sa t h e  cnurcn. H i s  capt ion  of the sketch reads ,:s f o l l m s :  

Zeptemher 25, lQ51 tlle consecra t ion  of a  new c'n,~rch, i n  V'ythe 
County, -1irginia  12 miles  from \':ytheville near  ::r. Sapei rs ,  
Rev. Ilr. "?ite, Lewis, Srorm, E:iller, Graham. A *esbyter ian 
Church. 
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vepleyl s Corner " B i t s  of the  Past" by Yary Kegleg, c s p y r i t e  1136 published i n  the  

I ' n u t h ~ e s t  ' l i r e i r i a  En te rp r i se ,  revea ls  t h e  fo l lowing:  

k t  f i r s t  =lance it aupeared t o  be t h e  Cove Presbyter ian C?l;rch 
i n  C r o c k e t t ' s  Cove, hut, t i e  a r c h i t e c t a r e  d id  ngt  xatch, t h e  r'raPr- 
i ng  d lne  57. Lewis " i l l e r  i n  195'9. There 7:as anot,'ler br ick  church 
1ih31;t Welve  n i l e s  f r m  'S'yth,eville l o c a t e d  neqr C:.;le-a C'I.&-cC, 
hut  t ,hat  h r i c : ~  chwch was a  Lrnion Chi~rck and n-. d e s c r i ~ t i o n  c r  
p ic td re  of i ?  z~.rvlr.?d. I t  was t,orn d o m  anC zincther ! - u l l l i n ~  
vras e r e c t e d  i n  i t s  place. It took f u r t h e r  de t ec t ive  work F y  ::rs. 
.< l ice  vell;.y t n  :r?ve t h a t  i? f s c t  t h e  ch.arc'l nlct::rze ''7 i . : i l l s r  
:-as inten.?ed f o r  t k e  Cave b r i c k  P resby te r i an  Charc'l. 

"rs. ? e l l e y  r'as ab le  t o  provide f.zLh.er i n f 3 v a t i o n  about t h e  
church -. i ich l i e d  i n  v i t h  t h e  no te s  l a d e  o? t \ e  i r a a i n g  % ! : i l ler .  
I.!iller dated +,3e i .rawitl~ S e n t e ~ b e r  25, 1559 and nated t h a t  ?he 
church vras lgca ted  w a r  a  ibr. Capers. :!any ?f t h e  Fapers 7,ere 
l o c a t e d  i n  the  e a s t  end n f  the  coun+y n o t  f a r  :'?on t h e  o the r  b r i c k  
church, but  t'lis one apparent ly  l f ~ r e d  i n  t h e  Cwe.  I l i l l e r  added 
t h e  names of the  n in is te rs - - 'mi te ,  Lewis, a r o w ,  X i l l e r  and 
Graham, and rot,ed t h a t  the  c n ~ - c h  was new, and ?.ad ;.;st heen ccn- 
sec ra t ed .  

,f.;rs. ::alley lea rnec  t h a t  t h e  church xas  srganized b:; the  ?.e-isrend 
Qober t  Cra!e f r a h r  ,:nd t h e  neverend F. N. Lewis I n  Oct,2ber 155) 
-5th. V.9 e l d e r s  ? . g b r t  'zper and Sm,uel  3. Croc!<ett, S r .  71'173 ,::ere 
instru-en'al i n  t h e  bexinninc of  t h e  c h r c h  a s  ?rovidea f o r  i n  t h e  
 ill if "-s. Lanes Crocket t .  ;rahanl ?:as a  er=..l.;?.t.e 35 P r i r c e t Q n  
"heoloe ica l  Seminary and devoted ~ u c h  of  h i s  l i f e  t o  te?-ching, "at 
was a l s o  ins t rumenta l  i n  promoting t h e  :"ark of the  Presbyter ian  
Brick Church i n  the  Cove, havine senred  t h a t  ch.wch f o r  !!!any y e l r s .  

:n h i s  d r a ~ i n e ,  : ? i l l e r  omitted two windows over the  f r o n t  ??ormay 
and added p i l l a r s ,  snci t h e  p i t c h  on t h e  roof -%-as l e s s  than z i t c h  
on t h e  a c t c a l  church roo f l ine .  IP s p i t e  ?f \ is  " a r t i s t ' s  l i cense"  
he d i d  ?re-ent  imoortant i n f o r n a t i o n  ahout  t,he c h z c h  and ?he r; community .- 

' ? - x F ~  'lancy .4enes C r x k e t t  s ?ec i f i ed  t k c t  t h e  Cove Ckarch wquld k? , ' resbyterian t h e  

"i'thociists +ee ly  s*ared t h e  "ui lding fqr rifty y e a r s  u n t i l  they cons t ruc ted  t h e i r  o m  
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church. 3 e  shaarinp nf a church h~iildino: by d i f f e r e n t  denominati.ons ms -? cqrmon 

p rac t i ce  i n  Y i r e i n i a  du r ipz  tile nineteenth centurv .  

:n yay in .  105L, ;niqn 2nd Cari'ederate fs-ces I?.;:\t -.t tb2  3 ? t t l e  q C  C o Y e  ::?~nt.lin 

7 
-!.;ti ?!-?-:t 25"^ xen :? e lch  :side, ;be fede-nl  fo rces ,  c3.nrnande"lyr arl:ali-?r Senera1 

... . ;lli:.- F .  .:-??ell an.' F r i z a d l s r  G?.?eral ; U r e a  I;. C d i i e  n?rchec t b r c x h  ?land 

,..- . : . . , . . t ~ r  - r l  -5rs n e t  ,'-;-t nor th  ?f ?? =a? 2: t h e  isve by a C;nleaer;te :e:i~ent, 

. . ; g l , ~ n e l  ':-:ll:;z T. ;r?nz? r.n+, 5.c-orql ?i;nL 3 r g 5 ~  ~scczsc:)i; l l ir  Ctfezdcd ::;e rap, 

 US !3?2?"ille t h e  Il?i"n .2r?$? .i+,r;nc~! t r 3  :"ythevil:e. , ;verell  n-it!l::s-: ;ff,er dark, 

- wpinr . . ., i t s  r>?t?:at +,k? ;inion ar-y r-isr;!?d tb.c C73ckett  hgmest.e;cj ,:?\ere ~ q l c j i e r s  ,,rere 

f2.i ~ 3 ? ? ~ e a l  "accakes by ln tS .  S a l l i e  Czrcenter  Crockett, and +r nem-3 cnoks. The a m  

--n".' :e:: ' i  ? ? s t y  r e t - ? s t  UD t.'.e C - 7 1 9 ,  ~ ? l l s p i n g  +,?.rgugi?. ?rc?.ards, ?.nd t.hrm5ng ? a i l  . . 

fcnces o:t :: tLe rray. L t  Vrllliam 7.  Crocke t t ' s  snr i rghouse  thp sdld'ers crzhhed up 

-,.- . . 
..L.r!.,? 7:' - i l k ,  :-:?kinz it a s  they  -ode. i s  t k e  s r y  reache5 "5 Cn'rc -r i . rk Church 

8 '  

' " 2  r.31irr;?5 - n S  dy in r  ~~~~~~~s ?ere plzced i n  t h e  ch.sc.i .  Tke WOTPP .-?:o l i v e d  w a r  t h e  

,.,...,. , , .,. c? .:i; ,-'at t F e y  C -  .:l :-I. tile ,-.o:ln:ird -en, : , ) -3  :::;-?ino t,:!em I:--.; ::?'i :.-1ter t o  

? r i ~ k  .m(! i r c s s f n g  t h e i r  ~ o ~ m d s .  SeTenteen sn l2 i " rz  :::.?:! i n  I L e  c:?iircL. l o o d s t a i n s  

from +.'?c. s ~ l d l e r s  l e i ?  t h e r e  by the  - e t r ea t inp  L-ion a r T r  remziris .:.? t i e  cilurc?. today. 

.1 s l a w  c?lli?.d "'Jncle pe t e r "  l a d  the  m i o n  arnrj out  ?r' t h e  Cave bv :,he XZY of Crab 
h 

' rchz~-d, p.cr?ss L i t t l e  ..':alker K-lountain. 
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The l a t e  Mr. William Graham of Bluefield,  a  ve ry  prominent 
c i t i z e n ,  whose f a t h e r  c o m n d e d  t h e  Confederates a t  t h e  Gap 
qf the  Cove, t o l d  me a number of times t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  s a i d  
t h a t  on t h e  morninq a f t e r  the  b a t t l e  they bur ied  1 1 7  Union 
s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  Cove. This f i t s  i n  wit:? t h e  r e p o r t  of the  
Union Commander t o  t h e  '?Tar gepartnent .  ?.%ere t h e s e  graves 
. i r e , i n  t h e  Cove, I do not how, and I do no t  t h i n k  anyone 
e l s e  !mows. I know s e ~ e r a l ~ s o l d i e r s  died i n  t h e  F r i c k  Church 
and m r e  buried hack of it: 

A Confederate ma,jor, Fathan Parker,  of the  Fourth Eeeiment Kentucky Cavalry, w a s  k i l l e d  

:n t h e  2at tLe gf rove 'lountain. P i s  fune ra l  pas held i n  t h e  Cove Preshyt3rian Church 

the  next day, !!ay 11, 113611. Colonel Senry L. G i l t n e r  s e n t  o rde r s  t h a t  Lieutenant 

Colonel" .  T .  ? r j e r ,  Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, was t o  super in tend the  m i l i t a r y  ceremonies 

commencing a t  ?:3n D. m. a t  t h e  Presbyterian Church. Pa rke r ' s  b u r i a l  took place i n  a 

small  ceRetery near  vhere  he was k i l l e d .  I n  June 1366 h i s  remains were moved t o  a  

family cemeteq  a t  Pedford, Kentuc!~ .  8 

As a t r i S u t e  t o  a l l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  who fought i n  the  B a t t l e  of Cove !.lountain, !lay 10, 1364, 

3 memorial marker was e r e c t e d  and dedicated on August 25, 1990, i n  t h e  southwest corner 

of t i e  churcnyard. This  marker was placed by Wythe Grey Chapter,  L'nited Daughters of 

the  Confederacy. It s t ands  36 inches high, 2n inches deep and 2b inches wide. The 

marker i s  wranite with a  bronze t a b l e t .  The words t h a t  a r e  insc r ibed  on the  plaque a r e  

a s  follows: 

Tar  Retween t h e  S t a t e s  b?arker. The B a t t l e  o f  Cove !fountain 
''ay 1 Q ,  1964. The two s i d e s  met a t  t h e  Gap of Crocke t t ' s  
Cove about two mi les  southwest of here. When t h e  darkness 
f e l l  General TJ. W .  Averel l  and h i s  Union t roops  r e t r e a t e d ,  
leaving 11k dead and wounded. Seventeen o f  t h e  wounded were 
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l e f t  a t  t h i s  church where l o c a l  f ami l i e s  found them and 
a t tended t~ t h e i r  i n j u r i e s .  There a r e  no documented 
accsunts  of t h e  number of  Confederate c a s u a l t i e s .  Erected 
by Wythe Grey Chapter, UDC, August 25, 1 9 9 0 9  

A f t e r  t h e  F a r  t h e  Cove Erick Church was used a s  a  school  u n t i l  1 9 8 k 9  A school  bui lding,  

Sunnyside, rias b u i l t  across  t h e  road from t h e  church i n  1391, b u t  t h e  school  burned i n  

1951. The f i - s t  erave i? t h e  cemetery a t  t h e  !?rick Church was t h a t  of C la ra  Stone 

Zrocket t ,  wife of P ierce  Crocket t ,  who d ied  i n  September 1391. 

The church was c losed  in 1907 and s tood  unused f o r  many years .  Res tora t ion  beqan i n  

A p r i l  19Ln. To renew the  Cove Church, t h e  Crocket t s  i n  t h e  c o n ~ r e g a t i o n  of t h e  V!ythe- 

, r i l l e  Presbyter ian  Church, which numbers sixty-one descendants of Nancy Agnes Graham, 

Crocket t s  i n  t h e  Cove comuni ty ,  and Crocke t t s  from a d is tance ,  shared t h e i r  i n t e r e s t ,  

t h e i r  t i n e ,  t h e i r  money, and t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  For t h e f i r s t  s e r v i c e  on August 3, 19L1, 

r e t u r n i n ~   embers of  the  Crocket t  fami ly  numbered s i x  genera t ions ,  age one t o  eighty-  

seven. A Froup of African--4merican c i t i z e n s  gathered i n  t h e  balcony o r i g i n a l l y  e rec t -  

-.d f o r  t h e  use of Mepro s laves .  

The Crocke t t ' s  Cove Presbyter ian  Church i s  a simple bu t  e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  small 

r u r a l  churches t h a t  were e rec t ed  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century. Although it r e f l e c t s  a  

number of inf luences,  the  most dominent i s  t h e  Greek Revival,  w i th  i t s  simple b r i c k  

work, symmetry, and temple form. The b u i l d e r s '  p a t t e r n  books a v a i l a b l e  during t h i s  

t ime ~ r o h a b l y  helped d i c t a t e  i ts s t y l e .  
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The Cove Church has  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of being t h e  o l d e s t  Presbyterian Church bui ld ing  in 

'Yythe County. I ts doors a r e  open a t  a l l  times f o r  weddings and funera ls .  Services  a r e  

?ell3 on every  t h i r d  Sunday evening, and a r e  conducted by the  min i s t e r  of the  Wytheville 

3 e s h y t e r i a n  Church. There a r e  always s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a t  Christmas, Eas te r ,  and on 

A h e r  occasions. A s p e c i a l  worship se rv ice  was he ld  a t  t he  church during t h e  celehra- 

t i m  of t h e  Wythe County Bicentennial i n  1390. For almost a ' c e n t u r y  and a h a l f  t h e  

:rockettl  s Cove Presbyter ian  Church has sus t a ined  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  Life of t h e  Cove 

community. 
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