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1. Name of Property
historic name CRPOCKETT!'S COVE PRESEVTERIAN CUYIJRCH
other names/site number Cove Brick Caurch DHR File No, 35-
2. tocation
strget & number State Doute #ENN - [Jaot for publication
city, town “riheville B vicinity
state  Virginia code V4 county thg code 197 zip code ' 13R2
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Cateqory of Property Number of Rasources within Property
D private building(s) Contribuling Noncontnbuting
L_jpublic-focal D district B 9 buildings

C public-State D sile A 4 sites
D public-Federal D struclure N 0 structures

[ object 8 1 objects

1 - Total
Name of refaled mulliple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A " listad in the Nationa) Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As {he designated auihority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hareby certify that this
E nomination [:] request for determination of eligibility meels the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and protessional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

ln my opnfon. f\e propedm ﬂeels Ddoes nat meet the National Register criteria. DSee conlinuation sheal.
u—u‘ A Sﬁ&‘(- ‘72

Date

Signature of ce |fy|nq official
Director, Virginia Teparscent of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bursau J

( In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not mest Lhe National Regisler criteria. DSee conunuation shest.

Signalure of commenung ar olher oflicial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property (s:

[:]entered in the National Register.
DSea continuation shesl.

Ddetermmed eligible for the National/
Register. D See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved {rom the National Regisler.
Dolher. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Crockett's Cove Presbyterian Church, Wythe County, Virginia

6. Function or tUse

Histonc fiunctions (enter .ca!egoriss trom instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
SHICCTCN: Peligious Structure REELIGION: ~“eligicus Structure

7. Deseription

Architectural Classlflca!ion _ _ Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categaries from instructions)

foundation ___>tone; Lirmestoine

GLEEK SEVIVAL ' walls Brick
roof fetgl. Tin
other wood

Dascribe present and historic physical appearance.
SULVARY DESCRIPTION

Crockett'ts Cove Presbrteriar Church, a lardmark since its comstiruc 1357, is a

me-story, Greek Fevival-strle building located twelve miles Zrom "riheville on Vire

~iria Boute &7, which is locally ¥norm as the Cove Doad., T“his place (3 traneuil,

stled In 2 grove of large oak trees to the east {probably

zirple, and imposing, ne

in Y852y, Zoxwood on

there since the clearing cf the land for the church bulldirg

gither side of the steps crace *he entrance tc the church while blocming shrubs and

m2re boxwood exist to the west, It is a simple church with ro staired glass windows

or crystal chandelicrs; however, the btuilding is as stately t»day as when it was con-

structed; and the same key that unlocked the deoor then unlocks it row. The Civil Var

'arker was erected in the mestern corner of the church vard August 25, 1797, This is

the non-contributing object in the church yard.

Originally the tract of land on which the church was built contained two acres and was

split by Route 6MN, The northern and southern tracts have both served as 2 cemetery

To the neorth directly across the rocad from the entrance -~ *he church is

w

ince 19883,

the Crockett cemetery. The first grave was that of Clara Stone Crockett in 1391. To
the south directly behind <he church are unmarked graves of Union soldiers who died in

the church., : P

[I]See continuation sheet



Crockett's Cove Presbyterian Church, Wythe County, Virginia

8. Statement of Signiticance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in retation to other properties:

D nationally D statewide locaily
Applicable Nationaf Register Criteria [ JA [ B8 [T]c [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [x]JA [ ]B Cie o [Je [JF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of S{iaqnificance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 135 19583

Cultural Afiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder :
ar . . A .
/A Tesley Jotinseon of Tvtheville was

the bhpilder

Stata significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

ITATENENT AF SIGMIFICAMCE

Crocketits Cove Presbyterian Church, vhich was constructed in Ty=he Countv in 1973,

iz a signilicant example of a brick, vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival

style. The building is the oldest surviving church in the county and within the

[o

counds ~f the nld Abingdon Fresbytery. Hearby, at Cove ifountain, {nion and Confederate

forces fnusht an encagement on 190 Yay 1%8L; *he church served as 3z (rion hospital

aftervards,

HISTCORICAL BACKGROUND

About 1777 John Crockett, the eldest son of irmigrant Samuel and Tsiher Thompson
_rockett, settled in that part of ¥ythe County called Crockett's Cove. The Crockett!s
Cove, north of Wytheville, is a long narrow, winding valley; practically enclosed by
mrountains~--"alker Mountain to the north and Cove Mountain to the south. John

Crocket® z2nd his wife Elizabheth Montgomery Crockett had eleven children. Their second
son, John Crockett, Jr., married Nancy Agnes Graham in 1991, She was the daughter of
Robert Grzham, a Presbyterian elder who had come to Virginia from Ireland before the

revolutiorary war, arriving in Wythe County in 1732. !ancy Aenes Crockett came as a

ESee continualion sheet



Crockett's Cove Presbyterian Church, Wythe County, Virginia

9._Major Bibliographicai Refersnces

[X]See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on flle (NP8):
Dprollmlnury determination of indlvidual listing (38 CFR 87) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested E}Sluto historic presarvation office
[:] previously listed in the Naticnal Register Othar State agency
D previously determined eiligible by the National Register Federal agesncy
[l designatea a Nationa! Historic i.anomark Local government
[Irecorded by Mistoric American Bulldings C] University

(I other

Survey #
Specity repository:

(recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # Virpginia Department of Historic Resource

221 Govermor Street
Richmond, ¥ireiniag 23219

10. Geographicai Data

Acreags of property N9 acres

UTM Refarences

A7) Wle 616,700 |y ni9,718.7.0] B . | | T BT B A B S AT
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Nerthing

(o3 I O A T i e T R B o ot | Ll o e iy

(] Ses continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The lot containing Crockett!s Cove Presbyterian Church is calculated to be 0.368 acres

in size, bteine 211.5 feet along the north border (the fence line of State Road #600),

171.7 feet on the east border, 218..L feet on the south border and 180 feet on the west
"] See continuation shest

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the church lot that has been historically associated with the

nominated property.
[TIsee continuation shast

11. Form Prepared By Apnes Crockett Davis, Jogseph C, Kellev, Stephen A, Moore, ATA,
namertitie Nancy Crockett, Susan C, Pollard, jJune 4, Helton and others, _

organization __Private date _December 3, 1991
street & number _Route 2 _Rax (87 telephone _103-637-3216
city or town Wytheville, Virginia state Virginia _ zipcode 20382

*U.8.GP0:1088-0-223-018
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ARCHITECTURAL AVALYSIS

Crockettts Cove Preskyvterian Church Is an excellent and well-preserved examrle of a
sirzle religisus structure tuilt of locally available materials in 1297, Zloquent in
tts simplicity, symmetrr, and texture of materials, the church reflects *he (reex

o

cevival style In its forp, massing and simple Jdetailine,

-

iz troical vith Grees Zevival forms, Crockettts Cove Presbirterian Criurcn has a
b P

23

low=nitelhed zahle »oof =ith fhe rorthern gable end oriented o tThe Tromt, hile
the structure lacss fresk-insnired columms and pilasters, its temple form and plain

-

trim are hallmarks of i-e Greck Tevival style. The [ront elevation ceonsistc ~f a
single doutle-door entrance capped 'y & single heavy wooden lintel anc *wo windows
symret ically arranped slightly acove and to the lelt and rient of the entrarce,

“ach sice is punctuated ry two double-hung windows approximatel; five feet by ten

Zeet in size,

T™me rear glevatiosn matches rhe frort elevatior owvcept that + lacks faractration srd

docrs and contains a sircle {lush chimney that penetrates the ridge of the gable.

Thile completely lacking pedimented gables, the structure exhihits characteristically

simple cornice moldines ard horizontal wooden lintels over masonry openinegs.

The foundaticn walls are composed of limestcne exposed aksve grade to a height of
eight to sixteen inches, The exterior walls corsist »f krick that were handmade
and fired on site. The walls are approximately sixteen inches *thick laid in five-

course American bond. Three “rick pilasters measuring twenty-four inches wide and
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sixteern inches thick were added to the east and west walls in 1959, apparently to prevent
further splaying of these walls outward at the top as the structure settled., This alter-

tian could prokably be easily reversed to return the exterior to Iis rear original

ERVp

2ppearance.

T2 exterior louvered shutters, with the exception of those on the north elevation, have

reen replaced with solid shutters to reduce vandalism, These too, could easily be re-

z.zced with snutters matching the original. The virdows are dougle-hung vith a simple
*velve-light upper sash ané eight-1i ht lorer sash. The window casings are origirzl,
~aving had only miror repairs, but the sashes on the east and west walls have been re-

claced hecause of cecay and varcalism, The sashes have, however, been faithfully repro-

duced *z matech the original.

The roof is presentlv s pre-lfinizhed metal type that was installed in the 1780s to
renlace the standing seam —etal roof that was apparently installed in the 15L0Os. The
original roof was probably ccvered with oak or hickory shakes as evidenced by the wood

scrzps in the attic and the shakes seen under the metal sheathing.

The church is entered through a pair of doors that open into the vestibule., The doors

are original and each features four flat panels.

The vestibule occupies the northern end of the structure, {approximately one-sixth of
the total building area) and its walls support the sloping floor of the balccny zbove.
To the right of the entrance a wood stair winds upward to a balcony that was tradi-

tionally known as the slave gallery. Under the stair a closet conceals the exposed
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stair structure.

Trom the vestibule, single four-panel doors leads to the sanctuary. The sanctuary orig-

inally contained a high Scottish pulpit that was replaced in the 13L0s. The exterior

#alls are rlgster on brick and the In‘erior walls zre =laster ~n woad lath. The original

ing was plaster on wood lath and, though reportedly n poor corditinn, Is still
intaet under an aprplied acoustical tile. All of the nlaster could te restored to its

srigingl cordition,

‘any rerairs rere made in 194N-hl. A rew pulpit was built *o rerlace the {Tallen and

cecaved nich Scottish-type pulpit. ror the first time electric lights were installed,

rerlacirg ~il lamps. The present peéndant fixtures, from a Wytheville }Nain Street build-

‘ng, were hung in the church in 1940, In 1358 pilasters were built of colorial brick

gy =

+o suprort the exterior walls, %New floors were laid in 1961, 32ecause ~{ decav, the

existing wood floor and floor beams were replaced in 1961 with floor joists and oak

strip floorire, vhile much under planks were used originally, the floor represents

reascratble and appealing alterations to the original flodr, At the savme time a new

raised altar was added to the center of the south wélk. In 1987, a metal roof replaced

the one *hat had been put on the building in 194N,
The pews are constructed

The original hand-planed hardwood pews rere refinisked in 1968,

of simple bcard planks twenty inches wide and twelve feet long.

The attic reveals heavy ceiling Joist that azre hand hewn, and roof rafters of stripped
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poles indicating that they were constructed on the ground and erected in pairs. The

rmarkings assured easy assembly once they were at roof level,

0f rote are the north windows, the openings of which is approximately ten inches above
the ceiling and are even with %he top of the ceiling rcams. Whether a mistake or a way
7ith dealing with the limited stace in the rzlecomy, 1% has been treated eifectively by

turning the firished 38111ng up &t the exterior walls zlorg the face ~f the ceiling bheanrs.
‘ 1

"The existing lue located cn the south wall of the church has been abandoned and plas-
tered over %7 make vay for the new altar {a square raised platform two risers high). The

original stove or stoves have teen replaced with oropane gas heaters that are vented on

the outside *o the east and =est alls.

No record of *the original lighting Is available, however, it Is prohable that the orig-

inal Tixtures were oil. The sanctuary is presently lighted by four simple pendant
1 ' .
{ixtures hurg “rom the ceiling.

,..,..‘...

ir
t‘l
[

1. The pendant fixtures once hung in the Barnett Funeral Home and Hardware Store
lrcated -n “fain Street in Wytheville, In 17L0 the building was occupied by
Tatana Sutrerland Restaurant and was demclished to make a site lor a new

pe

Tergetts Store. The fixtures vere given to the church at this time.

et
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*ride nf seventeen to the (ove vhere she reared a large family of eleven children and

4

lived the remainder of her life in a two-story log cahin,

ilanev igmes Graham Crockett, a woman of strong mind and cheerful disposition, was

Jevetedly rious. At her death in October 1282, she left funds o the church., In her
»ill, ~ritten twenty years earlier, after making sther bequests, she gave "all the
talance of mv esiate toward the buildine of a Preshyterian church on a rortion of

William Crockettrs land.,” This land v2s in the very heart - genter <7 the love. Here

the church was »:il% using the halance ~f Nancy Agnes Crockettts estate, #1,152.75.

"egley Johmson of Tytreville was the contractor. The hrizske for the nhtructure were hand-

o
made on the site,

i7ter the church was completed in 1359, the congregation was organized by the Reverend
“shert Graham arc Teverend I'. ¥, Lewis. The first sessional records were of a meeting

am April 2L, 1°C%, st which Samuel R, Crockett and Robert Paper were elected the first

.

gwm 7 107
er IR

¥ .

¥

Tontdiam Aaf tha RfT Al aegr beld Cantam

slders, The dad

Tewis Yiller, a Pennsylvznia folk artist, vho made several trips to Virginia, attended
the dedicatien and sketchad the church.3 His caption of the sketch reads as follows:

Septemher 25, 1253 the consecration of a new church, in Wythe
County, 7irginia 12 miles from Wytheville near Mr. Rapeirs,
Rev, Mr. "hite, Lewis, Brown, l’iller, Graham. A Presbyterian
Church.
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vegley's Cormer "Bits of the Past" by Mary Kegley, copyrite 1936 published in the

Southwest Tirginia Interprise, reveals the following:

Trough Yaney Aenes Crockett srtecified thot the Cove Church would

Methodists freely shared the ™uilding for fifty years until they

At first clance it appeared to be the Cove Fresbyterian Church

in Crnckett's Cove, hut the architecture did not match the drew-
ing done by Lewis “tiller in 1989, There was another Yrick church
zhout trelve miles from Tytheville located near Gzlena Churckh,
hut trat hRrieck church was a [mion Church and no descrintion or
pictire ~f 1% sorvived, It was torn down and ancther tullding
was erected in its place. It took further detective work ry iirs.
slice welley o prove that in fact the church nictured vy Miller
was intended for the Cove trick Presbyterian Church.

“'rs. Xelley was able to provide further information about the
church »hich tied in with the notes made on the drawing hy iller.
Miller dated the <rawing September 25, 155% and noted that the
church was located necar a Nr. Rapers. Ifany ~f the Eapers vere
located in the east erd of the counbty not far Trom the other brick
church, but this one apparently lived in the Cove. 1lMiller added
the names of the ministers--¥hite, Lewis, Brown, liller and
Graham, and noted that the church was new, and had just heen con-

secrated.

sirs. Zelley learnsd that the church was organiced by the Reverend
Robert Craig Graham and the Deverend F. N. Lewis in October 1357
with tws elders Porert Zaper and Samuel 2. Crockett, 3r. who were
instrumental in the beginning of the church as provided for in the
will Af *»s, Lones Crockett. 7Jraham was a graduzte of Princeton
mheolomical Serminary and devoted much of his life to teaching, rut
was also instrumental in promoting the work of the Presbyterian
Brick Church in the Cove, having served that church for many vezrs.

Tn his drawing, Yiller omitted two windows over the [ront doorway
and added pillars, and the pitch on the roof was less than pitch
an the actual church roofline. In spite »f his "artist's license"
he did present important information about the church and the

community .~

Y@ Prespyterian the

congstructed their own
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church. The sharing nf a church tilding by different denominations was a common

practice in Virginia during the nineteenth century.

In May 10, 198h, Union and Confaderate forces {ought 2t the Bittle »° Cove Yountain
-
)
with abaut 2570 men o each side. The Fedeval forces, commanded by Brizadisr Neneral

Tiliiae W, Lwverell and Erigadier Gznerzl illred . Duffie marched ihrough dland

sountv oaed wepre met fuist north of e eap of the Jove by a Confederate regiment.

ullv defended the rap,

e Lu®

Colonel ™illiam T, Jmaham and Germeral John dunt ‘Torgzn succossi
thus steorring the TInion army's advarce to Vytheville, Averell withdrew after dark,

Tnring its retreat the nien ar-y nasseqd the Crockett homestesd vhere the soldiers were
fed gorrmeal “oecakes W Mrs, Sallie Carpenter Crockett and her nerrs cooks, The army

romtinen 65 Masty retre2at up the Cove, ~alloping through archards, and throwing rail

e

1

fonces out »f the way. 4t William 7. Crockett's soringhouse the sdldiers crabbed up

troebks o omillk, Srinking it as they rode. as the army reached *he (Cove “rick Church

'
’

“tz younded and dyine soldiers were placed in the church. The womer —no lived near the
mrupen 414 -kat they ¢~0ld far the wounded mwen, o2 irirpine them rfood and vater to

Irink and dvessing their wounds, Zeventeen soldizres (l2d in *re church., 3loodstains

from the soldiers left *there by the —etreating Umion army remains ‘n the clhwurch today.
: : " ~ . —r r

4 slave called "Uncle Peter" led the Union army out ~f the Cove ouv the way of Crab

H
T

srehard, serass Tittle Walker Mountain,

Conecernine the Uniom soldiers who ~ere killed in tattle, a Cove resident revorted:
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The late Mr., wiliiam Qraham of Bluefield, a very prominent
citizen, whose father commanded the Confederates at the Gap
of the Cove, told me a number of times that his father said
that on the morning after the battle they buried 117 Union
soldiers in the Cove., This fits in with the report of the
Union Commander to the War Department. Where these graves
are'in the Cove, I do not know, and I do not think anyone
else knows. I know several soldiers died in the Brick Church
and were buried back of it.:
A Confederate major, Nathan Parker, of the Fourth Repgiment Kentucky Cavalry, was killed

Pr

in the Rattle of fove Yountain, WFis funeral was held in the Cove Presbyt=zrian Church
tne next day, 'ay 11, 136}, Colonel Henry L. Giltner sent orders that Lieutenant

Colonel ¥, T, Pryer, Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, was to superintend the military ceremonies

commencing at 2:3n p. m. at the Preshyterian Church, Parker's burial tock place in a

small cemetery near where he was killed. Tn June 1366 his remains were moved to a
family cemetery at Redford, Kentuckyﬁ

As a tribute to all the soldiers who fought in the Battle of Cove Mountain, May 19, 136k,
a memorial marker was erected and dedicated on August 25, 1990, in the southwest corner

of the churchyard. This marker was placed by Wythe Grey Chapter, United Daughters of

the Confederacy. Tt stands 36 inches high, 2N inches deep and 24 inches wide. The

marker is granite with a bronze tablet. The words that are inscribed on the plaque are

as follows:

Tar Between the States Marker., The Battle of Cove Mountain
ay 10, 1364, The two sides met at the Cap of Crockettts
Cove about two miles southwest of here. When the darkness
fell General W, W, Averell and his Union troops retreated,
leaving 114 dead and wounded. Seventeen of the wounded were
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left at this church where local families found them and

attended t> their injuries., There are no documented

accounts of the number of Confederate casualties. Erected

by Wythe Grey Chapter, UDC, August 25, 19907
After the war the Cove PBrick Church was used as a school until 188950 & school building,
Sunnyside, was built across the road from the church in 1391, but the school burned in

1957, The first grave in the cemetery at the Prick Church was that of Clara Stone

Zrockett, wife of Pierce Crockett, who died in Seotember 1331,

The church was closed in 1907 and stood unused for mﬁny years. Restoration began in
April 194N. To renew the Cove Church, the Crocketts in the conerepation of the Wythe-
ville Presbyterian Church, which numbers sixty-one descendants of Nancy Agnes Graham,
Crocketté in the Cove community, and Crocketts from a distance, sh;red their interest,
their time, their money, and their efforts. For the first service on August 3, 1941,
returning memﬁers of the Crockett family numbered six generations, age one to eighty-

seven. A group of African-American citizens gathered in the balcony originally erect-

2d for the use of Wegro slaves.

The Crockett's Cove Presbyterian Church is a simple but excellent example of the small
rural churches that were erected in the nineteenth century. Although it reflects a
number of influences, the most dominent is the Greek Revival, with its simple brick

woré, symmetry, and temple form. The builders' pattern books available during this

time probably helped dictate its style.
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The Cove Church has the distinction of being the oldest Presbyterian Church building in
Tythe County. Tts doors are open at all times for weddings and funerals. Services are
~21d on every third Sunday evening, and are conducted by the minister of the Wytheville
“resbyterian Church. There are always special services at Christmas, Faster, and on
>ther occasions. A specizl worship service was held at the church during the celebra-
tion of the Wythe County Bicentennial in 1990. For almost a century and a half the
rockett's Cove Presbyterian Church has sustained the spiritual life of the Cove

community.
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As told bty Tilliam 0. Crockett those who taught at the school were: G. J. Holbrook,

Wiss Calfree, Miss Susie St. Clair, Miss Clara Qewel, Miss Kate Whittaker, Mr. T.

Alexander Smith (whose name and date 138L, is written on closet wall of church).
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