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4 .  Name 
historic CORMTT ARCHAEOLOGICAL S f  TE (44WY1) (VHLC Fi le  NG. 98-54) --- 
and or common N/A 

street number X X  not for publication 

city ,town Austinvillc 
-. . 

X L  vicinity of ---- 

state Virginia code 51  count~ W Y ~ ~ C  coda lg7 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
. district __ public - occupied _Y_ agriculture - muaeum 
__ building(s) _X_ private -X- unoccupied - commercial - park 
-- structure .- both 

X 
,.work in progress - educational - prlvate residence 

- site Publlc Acquisition Atcmssible __ entertainment - reiigkus 
- object - In process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientltic 

being considered ,- yes: unrsstrtcted - Industrial WA - transportation 
- no - mllitary - other: 

4. Owner of Pro~ertv 
- 

name Neuhoff Farms, Inc. c/o Kr. Jim Neuhoff 

street & number 2149 Electric Xoad S . W .  - 
city, town Roanoke 

- - 

N& vicinitv at 

-- - 

state Virginiz 24013 

5. Location of Leaal Descri~tion 

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. Wythe County Courthouse 

street 8 number N/X 
-- -- 

Wytheville Virginia 24382 city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
-. . v l rg in i a  Historic Lar~harks CLI~I- 

title , i , , i , , v ( s i t e  ,,,, 4- has this property been determined eligible? - yes jt- - no 

data 1976 _ - federal 4 state - county .- l 0 ~ 8 l  - -- ----- 
Research Center for Archaeology 

dtpesltary lor survey recordJ P .  0. Box 368 - - ----- -.-- 
clty, town - Yorktown - -- st,~, Virginia 23690 ---- - - - - . -. . --.- - .- 



Condition Check one Check one - excellent - deteriorated _XI unaltered -I(orlglnal slte 
2 good - rulns - altered - moved date bL/L, -- - fair y unexposed 

---A --- 
Demcribr the present and original (It known) phyalcal appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION - 
The Cornett  Archaeological S i t e  (44WY 1) , a p reh i s t o r i c  s i te dat ing t o  t he  Late 

a rea  measuring approximately 540 f e e t  by 320 f e e t  (Figure 1). Present ly  under cu l t i va t i on ,  
the  s i t e  represents  a v i l l a g e ,  possibly  palisaded and with  a c e n t r a l  plaza.  

ARCKAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

SiFuated on a secondary terrace  i n  southern 
Yythe County, t he  Cornet t  Archaeological  S i t e  is present ly  under cu l t i va t i on .  Characterized 
by extensive c u l t u r a l  pe5ris bi tbin-an oval  encopjassing s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than f i v e  ac res ,  
the  s i te  represents  one of t he  f i r s t  p r eh i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  by archaeolopis ts  f n  
southwestern Virginia .  The Cornet t Archaeological S i t e  has been designated 44iIY1 i n  
t he  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  inventory of archaeological  s i t e s .  

Heavy r a i n s  i n  1917 and 1940 brought a t t en t i on  . to the  s i te  due t o  the  exposure of 
human b u r i a l s  and assoc ia ted  a r t i f a c t s .  A s  p a r t  of a state-wide archaeological  survey, 
Howard A. MacCord v i s i t e d  t h e  Cornett  Archaeological Site i n  1948 and described i t  a s  
one of t h e  most promising Late  Woodland Period s i t e s  i n  western Vfrginia .  D r .  C l i f fo rd  
Evans subsequently inspected t h e  s i t e  i n  1950 as p a r t  of h i s  Vi rg in ia  archaeological  
ceramic study. H i s  r e search  on t h e  s i t e  focused on an extensive c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t he  posses- 
s i o n  of D r .  C. A..Michael of Aus t inv i l l e .  Evans noted a wide v a r i e t y  of a r t i f a c t s  coming 
from t h e  s i te  inciuding ' d f s co ida l s  of s tone and'bdktery,  nurnerous'pipe fragments, celts, 
s h e l l  beads and g o q e t s ,  -. . . . .  a wide v a r i e t y  of p r o j e c t i l e  po in t s  moat of whfch.were t r i angu l a r  
i n  shape, and cerahic  'kherdb. ' i%ec209 sherde examined were cha t ac t e t i z ed ' by  a sandy 
pas te  and exhibi ted a wide range i n  surface treatment including ne t  impressed, cord marked, 
corn cob roughened, $nd simple and complicated stamped. ~ e c o r a t i b n s  included punctations,  
i nc i s i ng ,  f i n g e r  pinching, app l ique  c o i l s ,  and folded rims. Of the  24,047 sherds  examined 
by Evans f o r  h i s  Virginia  s tudy,  only 5 sherds,  a l l  from t h e  Cornett  S i t e ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  
complicated scamping ( c u r v i l i n e a r ) .  Evans thus  saw these  5 sherds as a unique represen ta t ion  
i n  Vi rg in ia  of d i r e c t  a f f i l i a t i o n  with ceramics t o  t he  south i n  North Carolina which a r e  
more c lose ly  associa ted w i th  t he  Miss iss ippian Tradi t ion.  

D r .  C. G. Holland i n  1963 obtained a surface c o l l e c t i o n  from the  Cornett Archaeological 
S i t e  as p a r t  of h i s  a rchaeo log ica l  survey of southwestern Vi rg in ia  f o r  t he  Smithsonian 
I n s t i t u t i o n .  Besides 7 l imestone tempered Radford Se r i e s  sherds ,  he obtained 239 sand 
tempered sherds which he used i n  def ining the  Wythe Se r i e s  (named a f t e r  the  county). 
Recently, Paul S. Sardner has placed the  Vythe and C la rk sv i l l e  S e r i e s  wi thin  t he  Dan 
River Se r i e s ,  f i r s t  defined i n  i lorth Carolina. This i l l u s t r a t e s  t he  widespread c u l t u r a l  
t r a d i t i o n  shared by t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s  from the  f a l l  l i n e  along the  Roanoke River t o  W e s t  
of the  Blue Ridge escarpment i n  t he  contiguous a reas  of Vi rg in ia  and North Carolina.  

(See Continuation Sheet # I )  



8. Significance 

Period Armas of Signiflcanca--Checlt and justify below 
X prehistoric .X._ archeology-prehistoric . - community planning .. -. .. landscape architecture.-. religion 
- 1400-1 499 archeology-historic . - conservation -. -.. law - aclcnce 
- 1500-1 599 -- agriculture . -, econom~cs literature - .- sculpture 
-- 1600-1699 .--. architecture - - .. education . milltary -- socla\1 
-- 1 700- 1 799 .- art . - . engineerlng --- music humanitarian 
-- 1800-1899 .- commerce . erploration~settlement -- philosophy - theater 
-- 1900- communications Industry . -,.- polltlcs;govarnrnent - transpartatlon 

- .- invention . . ' - other (speclty) 

ttat&ent of Significance (in one paragraph) , 

STATEMENT OF SIGN1 FI CANCE 

The Cornett  Archaeological S i t e  (44WY1), a p r eh i s t o r i c  s i te da t i ng  t o  t h e  Late Woodland 
Per iod  and located in southern Wythe County, has  proven t o  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  ceramic s t ud i e s  
r e l a t e d  to.  the  p,rehist  ory of pouthwes terq Virginia  and neighboring regions,. Fur ther  

,ceramic s t u d i e s  f run. da ta  ' a v a i i i b l e  fram 'the ' q i t d  '=re  l i k e l y  t o  'eriab'le a rchaeo log is t s  
t o  d e f i n e  b e t t e r  t h e  natu& of c u l r u d  i ' n t i r a c t i on i  with soci;eties ' fu r ther  ' t o  the' soufri' 
i n  North Carolina and adjacent a reas .  ' h e  ~ o i & t t  Arch~edlogic ,a l  ':Site is a l s o  , s ign i f ican t  
f o r  reg iona l  s t ud i e s  on Late Woodland Period demography, subsis tence,  ccnmunity organizetion,  
and se t t l ement  pa t te rns .  Such s t ud i e s  a r e  possible  due t o  t h e  presence of docrnnented 
f ea tu r e s ,  such a s  b u r i a l s ,  and pregerved organic ma t e r i a l s  w i th in  t h e  sharply  deffned 
s i t e  boundaries represent ing a v i l l a g e  with  a possible  pa l i sade  and c e n t r a l  plaza,  

H I  STORI CAI, BACKGROUND 

Tbe Cornett  Archaeological S i t e  has  played a prcnnix&t r o l e  i n  ceramic s t u d i e s  r e l a t ed  
t o  t h e  p reh i s to ry  of' southwestern Vi rg in ia  a s  seen i n  D r .  C l i f f o r6  Evan's Ceramic Study 
of V i rg in i a  Archeology published by t h e  Bureau of American Ethnology i n  1955 and D r .  
C. G. Holland's Archeological Survey of Southwest Virjzlnia published by . t he  Smitheonian 
I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1970. A subsequent study i n  1980 by Paul. S. Gardner ind ica tes -  that f u r t h e r  
ana ly s i s  of t h e  predomicant ceramics frcm the  s i t e ,  the  Wythe S e r i e s ,  would b e t t e r  def ine  
t h e  western v a r i a t i o n  within  the  Dan River Ser ies .  The Dan Rtver S e r i e s  is thought t o  
be assoc ia ted  with c lose ly  r e l a t ed  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s  t h a t  l ived  from t h e  f a l l  l i n e  along 
t h e  Roanoke River t o  west of t h e  Blue Ridge escarpment i n  t he  contiguous a r ea s  of Virginia  
and North Carolina. Of f u r t h e r  s i gn i f i c ance  a r e  the  cu rv i l i nea r  complicated stamped 
sherds  f i r s t  noted by Evans f r an  t h e  s i t e  which a r e  found i n  g r e a t e r  frequency here  than 
any o ther  site i n  Vi rg in ia  e a s t  of t he  Tennessee drainage system. These unique ceramics 
represen t  d i r e c t  a f f i l i a t i o n  with ceramics i n  North Carolina which a r e  more c lose ly  assoc ia te4  
wi th  t h e  chiefdom s o c i e t i e s  of t he  Miss iss ippian Tradi t ion.  The ceramics a t  t he  Cornett 
Archaeological  S i t e  would provide one means of studying the  na ture  of c u l t u r a l  in te rac tcons  
wi th  these s o c i e t i e s .  

As a r e s u l t  of heavy r a i n s  i n  1917 and 1940, hwan  bu r ik i s  and adsaciateA a f t i f a c t s  
were exposed. The l ikel ihood of o ther  b u r i a l s  being present  a t  t h e  s i t e  i n  subsurface 
f e a t u r e s  is high and should provide da t a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  regional  s t ud i e s  on Late  woodland 
Per iod demography and socio-political/religious organization.  

(See Continuation Sheet 1 2 )  



9. Major Bibliogra~hical References 

(See Continuation Sheet t3)  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property . A a c r . e s  
Ouadrangle name Austinville,  Virginia 
UT M References 

Quadrangle scale .- 1:24000.-- 

. . .  

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
Zone Easting Northing 

state N/A code county N/A code - -.-- -- -- 

state N/A code count~  *IA code 

3 3 .  Form Prepared Bv 

namettitie Virginia Historic Landmarks Ca~rmisaion Staff - .  - 
organization Virginia Historf c Landmarks C-issiaae August 1983 

street 6 number 221 Governor Street, !i: ..;. ,, ; ,;. :. . telephpne. .-. .18°41 ..784-3144 

citv or town Richond ,. ,Virginia- 23219 

1 2.:. .State. Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated rigniflcance of this property wlthln the state is: 

- - national 2- state - local 

As the designated State Historlc Preservation Oltlcer for the National Hirtorlt Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 69- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this 
according to the criteria and I .. 

Stale Misloric P~OSONB(~OLI Off lcer signature . . 
. .. - 

H .  Bryan Mitchell, 
tilie Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissio date AUG16 1983 

1 

for NPS  US^ only : ,  - - : - * 1 :  a *  . . 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the Natlonai Register 

d8te 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: drte 

Chid of mgisttatkn 
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7. Descr ipt ion ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS ( c o * ~  i ~ d )  

i 
:is 

I n  1976 Wayne E. Clark,  s t a f f  archaeologis t  f o r  t h e  V i r g i l ~ i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Commission's Research Center f o r  Archaeology, resurveyed the  s i t e .  He descr ibed a dark  
brown oval of midden s o i l  on top of a n a t u r a l  l evee  charac te r ized  by high d e n s i t i e s  of 
a r t i f a c t s  and d i sca rded  s h e l l  which measured approximately 540 f e e t  northeast-southwest 
by 320 f e e t  northwest-southeast. The c e n t e r  of the s o i l  stain was l i g h t e r  both i n  c o l o r  
and a r t i f  a c t / s h e l l  concentra t ion,  poss ibly  represen t ing  the plaza  of a v i l l age .  The 
well-defined e x t e r n a l  boundary of the  oval i n d i c a t e s  t h e  l i k e l y  presence of a pa l i sade .  
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8. Signif icance HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (continued) 

The l ike l ihood  of o ther  subsurface fea tu res  such a s  t r a s h  and s to rage  p i t s  and post  
ho les  from former s t r u c t u r e s  being present is s imi l a r l y  high. Preserved organic mate r ia l s  
such as s h e l l  and bone have been documented from the  sur face  of t he  s i t e .  Surface condi t ions  
a t  t h e  s i t e  a r e  character ized by a dark brown t o  black ova l  of midden s o i l  with a high 
dens i t y  of a r t i f a c t s  and discarded s h e l l  over an a rea  approxfmately 540 f e e t  by 320 f ee t .  
Within t h e  cen te r  of t he  oval  s o i l  stain, the  densi ty  of a r t i f a c t s  and s h e l l  quickly 
dec l ines  i n  assoc ia t ion  with  a l igh ten ing  of s o i l  color ,  perhaps i nd i ca t i ve  of a cen t r a l  
p laza .  The l i k e l y  presence of a pal isade is indicated by t h e  occurrence of a well-defined 
ex t e rna l  boundary of t he  ova l  s o i l  s t a i n .  A l l  of the  above c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c l e a r l y  i nd i ca t e  
t h a t  archaeological  excavations at  t h e  Cornett Archaeological S i t e  should prokfde s i gn i f i c an t  
da t a  f o r  reg iona l  s t ud i e s  on Late  Woodland Period subsis tence,  cornunity organizat ion,  
and set t lement  pa t te rns .  The c l a r i t y  of t h e  Cornett Archaeological  S i t e ' s  boundariee 
a s  defined by the  e a s i l y  recognized oval s o i l  s t a i n  i nd i ca t e s  t h a t  t h e  si te i s  i n  a good 
s t a t e  of preservat ion.  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (continued) 


