
- S t  ~ > ! c  prcsellt corporate l i m i t s  of Frcder ic i isb~rg inclcde many arc l i i t cc tura l iy  
in tc rcs t ing  s t ruc tu re s  such a s  Broinptoil and Kcnmoi-e ir. 211c west nnc c e n t r a l  
s2s ti(1rls of tlle c i t y ,  respective?y. The highcst csr.cec;ratiijr: of s;:n<:icant 
s t ruc tu re s ,  however, i s  located i n  a  for ty  bloclc s r e s  t ha t  r ~ z s  -lo-2 the 
T,.e S t bank of the Rappahannock, 2nd north of IIazz: Xcz. T;7e t~2o~r;:~y o: 

t h i s  area  of Fredericksburg reaches i t s  hizhest  ?olnc i n  s te:: block area 
i n  the western center  of the  zone; the slo?es a r e  r e i a t i v e i y  gent lc  tow; I 
the e a s t ,  south. and north of t h i s  area  conpared to  the s tee?  dro? Corrr. t o  
the r i v e r  below Sophia S t ree t .  Five streets run p r a l l c l  t o  25.e r i v z r :  
Sophia S t r e e t ,  Caroline S t r e e t ,  Princess k.-.e St ree t  (Route 2), C:?;.rles 

I 
St ree t  and Prince Edward S t ree t .  The southern q u n r t e r o f  the  dis:rict is 

I 
cu t  off  from the ' remir ider  by ' the-e leva ted  R.F. a d  P.R.R. tracic. 

.. . - .  . . 

The Preservation-Zone contains a  complete va r i e ty  of fiinctio-s havizg a s  it 
does the commercial dohtown area  of the c i t y ,  tit* c i t y  h a l l ,  several  
the t r a i n  s t a t i o n  and the  c i t y ' s  o ldes t  r e s iden t i a l  areas .  Gf a l l  
s t r e e t s ,  Caroline S t r ee t  has the most cont ras t s  i n  s t ree ;  i e s i g  a. 5 s  
bloclcs between Lafayette Boulevard (Route 1 )  ar,d Pse i ia  S r r s e t  a r e  almost 
t o t a l l y  com,ercial  but  include two-and-three-story early-and 
century b u i l d i n g s ,  esprcia1:y on the e a s t  s ide  of the 700 S1oc:cs. % ~ e s e  
s t ruc tu re s  a r e  painted and the f i r s t  f loor  facsdcs a r e  a l t e r ed ,hu t  the 
Letai l ing around the wir.dows, the br ick work a d  the gable roofs reveal t h e i r  1 'I 
age. A t  the  south and north  e c l s  of Caroline S t r ez t  a r e  shaeed l ~ t n s  i n  :';-'.i'' -4 '"i of eighteenth and nineteenth century residences. As on Caroline S t r e e t ,  the 
o ther  p a r a l l e l  s t r e e t s  a r e  divided by a cen t r a l  ~ o m ~ e r c i a i  a rea  generally 
ccntercd i n  William St rcc t .  Sophia S t r cc t  has lietci-iorated consi2erably due c, 
:g -new con;merciarl dcvclopmcnt ,atid parlcing :aciii;Lcs althotig;: s eve ra l :  : .: I = important s t ruc tu re s  rc ra in .  Princsss Anne S t rec t  has i ts  share  of r e s i d c n t i ~  li 

I s t ruc tu re s  b u t  : features  severa l  .chui-chcs and two pverr i rent  b ~ i l d i n g s .  .Charlese 
and Prince Edward S t r ee t s  a r e  primarily shaded r e s iden t i a l  s t r e e k .  

i ' l~c l is t  of h i s t o r i c  s t ruc tu re s  i n  t h i s  prcservatio:: zonc izcludcs  the 
following: Carolinc S t r ec t :  the Sentry ;:ox; 135 Ciroi inc St., f r ~ r ~ i e ,  tvo- 
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s t o r i c s ,  gable roof and  nodil i ioned cornice,  b n i l t  i n  tlic miG-eig::teenCh 
century by General Hugh Mercer; thc Dr. Charlcs Xortirt~cr >Iouse, 713 Carsl ine 
S t . ,  b r ick  with stucco, two-stories,  hipped roo2 witn modilllonc; cornice,  
b u i i t  i n  tlie mid-eighteenth century by Dr. >Iorti.li..r, thc f i r s t  msyor of 
Prcdcricksburg; the Dixon-Kaury Ho~nse, 214 Caroline S t . .  (mid-eightesnth 
ccl;riiry), l.ived i n  by Fathew Xaury during the War 3ci-wcon ti;e S t s t e s ;  i-hc 
housc a t  300 Caroline S t . ,  da tes  from thc late-ci;h:ecnth c;r,tury; the 

I 
Iisrkicy-Pk~i~roc tlo~rse, 30: Caroline St., b r ick  2; s i o r i c s ,  o;;e of t i e  f i n e s t  I 

i n  the c icy ,  okhicd by James K i ~ ~ r o e ,  17E6 - 50, wkez ke practlcei: law i n  - ! 
.-.. . c d r i c s b u r ;  the Chimneys Lr.0r.1 otmed by Fiistoric Zrcdericksburg, II:C.~/ 

623 Caroiine S t r ee t ,  a  frar.e house w i t 1 1  ;;..ssive ei;:erior e7.d ckimejrs, a  
nodil l ioned cornice and a  sup2rb intcr i .or  mr.te1picce; St .  .ZL;zyls Cat:~olic . -. 
C;:ii;ch, south si.de of Czroline S t r ac t  b;tv:een Ci;a:-iocte a r c  :.anover S::: : .  , ! 

C L . ~ L < . . ,  a s:na:l stuccoed s t r u c t ~ r e  i-;, ';:if Gothic :<zvivr^.i s:y;e; IY.~x~niei-  ! , - i .  S C S . ,  ...- ilouse (Oxford Shop), sour!ii~esi ~or;-.-~: of C.:ro:Sx zr.; . : ; L  *-.:. <:.. 
. -- . . 

tlgo-story bric:< Sc.ii<<.;? t.;.;hosc ~ 2 s ; ' ~ .  i:,.ns;' ~ i , ; l < . G ' i S  :.z3iC ScL:iLrjCi. . : 
. .. . f 1 . a ~  arches with lieys tsiies ( ~ ~ ~ ~ y - ~ . i ; - ~ c t c : c f i ~ ~ i  ~ 2 . ; :  ..;...; ; , ; ~ z , ; . :  :.:.z:cci- J .?a t : , ,~c~~yI  

5:. . . .to?, 1.020 Cnrolinc St.  , f r m e ,  O I - , C - ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ - : . . ; ~  : .~. ,.. . . .;., :c.. :>,y-z ..-,.. :cL:...:,: 
, . . - .. . j 

C C . Z L G ~ ~ ~ >  ; .. First C'nristizn Ch;~rct: ,~-:!,:i2 Csl rc . , i ;  ,... ,; .~ ~ - ~. .. ~. . . , , c - . . : : , 1 
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I - T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F 1 C A N C E  

With a h i s to ry  dat ing back to  the seventeenth century,-Fredericksburg 

1 
I 
I 

has maintained a dist inguished posi t ion i n  the annals of the Comonweal.th. ; 
Established i n  1671 when a group of colonis ts  s e t t l e d  on a piece of land 
just  below the f a l l s  of the Rappahannock River, the town gradually grew I 

! 
i n to  a prosperous community. I n  1727 the town was o f f i c i a l l y  chartered 
by the House of Burgesses and named Fredericksburg i n  honor of Frederick, I 
Prince of Wales and e l d e s t  son of George 11. Five years l a t e r  Colonel 
William Byrd v i s i t e d  there  and reported tha t  "Though t h i s  be a cornodious ~ 
and beaut i fu l  s i t u a t i o n  for  a town, with the advantages of a navigable 
r i v e r  ... ye t  the inhabi tants  a r e  very few." He mentioned seeing "the 

i 
I 

public warehouse which is b u i l t  on the f igure  .of a cross" and the stone I 
i prison. In  1748 with the establishment of a f e r ry  across the Rappahannock 1 

the town began t o  evolve in to  an important trading center.  ! 

:,,. 
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During the Revolution many of the leading Virginia p a t r i o t s  were associated '  I with .  the .  towp.., jColonelFielding::Lewis,: brother-in-law 05 Geo7:~e Washinston; 
l ived there  i n  Kenmore with h i s  mother-in-law, Mary Ball  Washington, 1 
Living: oni a neighboring s t r e e t .  Other: Leaders . included General W$lliam 
Woodford, General Hugh Mercer, Lieutenant Colonel James Monroe and Major 1 
Thomas Marshall. I 

.,; - ; :,,, ; 0 Preh,it!o'ic .,.. . ..D,.Eogineerinq!; -nA~q! ip ipn /o i : . :  . .:., U O ~ h c r  f ~ p c ~ l f ~ )  
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,., ,., P. . A s r i = u l ~ ' e . , ; .  . Iypn! ipn .. .... ... O. Science . ,:,.. .,. ,. 

Although suf fe r ing  three  d i sas t rous  f i r e s  i n  the early-nineteenth century, 
Fredericksburg continued t o  grow and became an important commercial center  
i n  ante bellum Virginia. By 1840 the town boasted 3,974 inhabi tants  w d  
seventy-three s to re s ,  one g r i s t  m i l l ,  two tanneries,  f i v e  academies, I 
seven schools and four semi-weekly newspapers. i 

I 

I n  s p i t e  of many modem encroachments, Fredericksburg r e t a in s  an important I 
assemblage of eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings.  With i t s  I 
h i s t o r i c a l  associat ions  and representat ive a rch i tec ture  the town remains 
a r e l a t i v e l y  undisturbed h i s t o r i c  community tha t  would g rea t ly  benef i t  
by a systematic and thorough res tora t ion  and renovation program. 
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