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ihe present corporate limits of Fredericksburg include wmany architccturally
interesting structures such as Browmpton and Kenmore in the west and central
sections of the city, respectively. 7The highest concentration of signiiicant
structures, however, is located in a forty block area tha:t wuns zlong the
weslt bank of the Rappahannock, and north of Hazel Run. Thne topograjhy of
this area of Fredericksburg reaches its nighest point in a tea block arca

in the western center of the zone; the slopes are relatively gentle down

the east, south.and north of this area compared to the steeﬁ drop down to
the river below Sophia Street. TFive streets rum parallel to the ziver:
Sophia Street, Caroline Street, Princess Anne Street (R0ute 2), Charles
Street and Prince Edward Street. The southern quarter of the district is
cut off from the remalrder by the elevated R.F. and P.R.R. track.
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The Preservation-Zone contains a complete vgrkety of functions having as it
does the commercial downtown area of the city, the city hall, several churches,
the train station and the city's oldest residential arcas. Of all the .
streets, Caroline Street has the most contrasts in street desigan. The e
blocks between Lafayette Boulevard (Route 1) and Amelia Strzet are almost az
totally commercial but include two-and-three-story early-and mid-nirneteanth —
| cencury buildings, especially on the east side of the 700 blocks. These -
structures are painted and the first floor facades are aitered,but the
aetalllng around the windows, the brick work and the gable roofs reveal their v
_ ~ At the south and north ends of Caroline Street are shaded lavns in foan: =i
( !of eighteenth and nineteenth ceatury residences. As on Careline Street, the =
. other parallel streets ave divided by a central commercial area generally c
centered in William Street. Sophia Strect has deteriorvated considerably due -

‘to-new conmercial development and parking facilities although several::-. .
important structures rewain. rincess Anne Street has its share of residential™’
structures -but ‘features several -churches and two govermment buildings.’ .Charles™
and Prince Edward Streets are primarily shaded residential streets.
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The list of historic structures in this preservation zone includes the
following: Caroline Street: the Sentry dox, 133 Caroline 8t., irame, two-
storics, gable roof and modillionad cornice, built in the mid-eignieen
century by General Bugh Mercer; the Dr. Charles Mortimer ﬂOuSu, 213 Caroline
St., briek with stucco, two-stories, hipped rool with modillioned cornice,
built in the mid-eighteenth century by Dr. Mortiw:r, the first mayor of
Fredericksburg; the Dixon-Maury House, 214 Caroline St.. (mid-eighte=ath
century), lived in by Mathew Maury during the War Deiween the States; the
house at 300 Caroline St., dates from the late-cighteenth century; the
liarkiey-Monroe House, 301 Caroline St., brick 2% stovies, oue of the finest
in the city, owided by James Monroe, 1786 - 90, wihen he practiced law in  _
Fredericksburg; the Chimneys /now owned by Historic Fredericksbarg, Ine.,/
623 Caroline Street, a frame house with massive exierior end cuv‘qeys a
modillioned cornice and a suparb interior mantelpiece; Sc. Mary's Cathoelic
Chiureh, south side of Caroline Stract between Charlotte aré hanover Stc., !
small stuccoed structure in the Cothic Rovival siyle; Alcxanaey Duncar i
ouse (Oxford Shop), soutlwest cornzy of Cavoline and Witliam Sits., an :
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5STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- Although suffering three disastrous fires in the early-nineteenth century,

With a history dating back to the seventeenth century,-Fredericksburg

has maintained a distinguished position in the annals of the Commonwealth.
Established in 1671 when a group of colonists settled on a piece of land
just below the falls of the Rappahamnock River, the town gradually grew
into a prosperous community. In 1727 the town was officially chartered
by the House of Burgesses and named Fredericksburg in honor of Frederick,
Prince of Wales and eldest son of George II. TFive vyears later Colonel
William Byrd visited there and reported that "Though this be a commodious
and beautiful situation for a town, with the advantages of a navigable
river ... yet the inhabitants are very few.'" He mentioned seeing ''the
public warehouse which is built on the figure .0of a cross" and the stone
prison. 1In 1748 with the establishment of a ferry across the Rappahannock
the town began to evolve into an important trading center.
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During the Revolution many of the leading Virginia patriots were associated]
with: the town.. Colonel Fielding:. Lewis,.brother-in-law of Geaoirge Washington:
lived there in Kenmore with his mother-in-law, Mary Ball Washington, |
living:on:a neighboring street. Other; leaders. included General William i
Woodford, General Hugh Mercer, Lieutenant Colonel James Monroe and Major
Thomas Marshall,

Fredericksburg continued to grow and became an important commercial center
in ante bellum Virginia. By 1840 the town boasted 3,974 inhabitants and
seventy-three stores, one grist mill, two tanneries, five academies,

seven schools and four semi-weekly newspapers.

In spite of many modern encroachments, Fredericksburg retains an important
assemblage of eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings. With its
historical associations and representative architecture the town remains

a relatively undisturbed historic community that would greatly benefit

by a systematic and thorough restoration and renovation program.
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