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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXiSTING SURVEYS :
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

] Excellent X Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated X Ruins [[] Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
- } . Altered & Unaitered [:"] Moved E Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (!f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The first Mathews Manor House, built sometime before 1630, measured about
21' x 51', with a center chimney, a porch chamber, and brick foundations;
it probably was brick nogged. There is an adequate description of this
house in 1649, the only house described in an account of conditions in
Virginia and published in London at that time. This site also includes
the house, much along the same lines, built in the 1650's after the
dgsgruction of the first Mathews Manor House by fire. Samuel Mathews,
sometime acting governor of Virginia, built the house and probably was
absent in England when it was destroyed by fire. His son, in straitened
circumstances and needing a roof over his head, probably built the second
house, of simple posts in the ground, soon after the fire. The later Denbigh
plantation house of the Digges family was built nearby in the eighteenth
century. '
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PERIOD (Check One aor More as Appropriate)
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1
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Consarvation O] Music {J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIGANCE

The house is significant as being one of the few intact sites of houses

of the first half-century of settlement in Virginia to be excavated. It
has additional archaeological interest since the earliest known porcelain
in Virginia, as well as other early artifacts, were found here. The owner
has attempted to preserve the foundations in a public garden, and they will
be interpreted both in the ground and through a comprehensive publication
now being prepared by I. Noel Hume. Early blacksmithing operationms,
documented to 1626, are an interesting feature of the site, as are the
other industrial activities revealed by the artifacts. The site has
particular interest archaeologically in that it provided a rather complete
chronicle of events on an important plantation for a limited period (1620's
1660's) with very few intrusions of later material.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Direct

ORGANIZATION

| Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond

STATE <ODE
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Virginia

M.

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1960 (Public Law

89-005), | hereby nominate this property f{or inclusion

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Seevace.

in the National Reygister and certify that 1t has been

The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National {} State Locali
. ! .‘ 5
Fe D 'I\ \‘ S s i ,*'\“ .
Name & g v b iVevaR i
[Ny

Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chairman
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commiy

pate December 2, 1969

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Accheology and Histeric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

sion

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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