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CONDITION 

D E S C R l e E  THE PRESENT A C- 
-7 

St. Andrew's Catholic Church is a High Victorian Gothic building.  
Its des ign and decora t ion are taken p r  r i l y  from French Gothic sources  
of the  flamboyant mode. me plan of the  church, t y p i c a l  of the  ~ o t h i k ,  
is cruciform, with a n a r t h h  in frank, ,am a i s l e l e s s  nave, a t r ansep t ,  a 
seven-sided apse, and, (a modern v e r i a t  ion), an\ area surrounding t h e  apse 
used E s r  the s a c r i s t y .  Two a e n t i c a l  wrs&ons of French Gothic s p i r e s  
f l ank  the  front (Western) facade, 

St. Andrewv s sas const ructed  of buf f-colored pressed brick which 
caras chosen because of its d u r a b i l i t y  and r e s i s t a n c e  t o  d i r t .  The foun- 
dation is of l a rge  rec tangular  rough-hem s tones ,  which are Lopped by a 
wate r tab le  of smooth beveled stone. Unadomed b u t t r e s s e s  give support  
t o  t h e  walls of b r i c k ,  l a d  in invgs ible  bond. The s l a t e  covered roof 
supported by a system of ribbed vaul t ing .  A band of copper roof c r e s t i n g  
aecents  the  line of t h e  roof,  and a f l eche  m r k s  the, cromhg. F h .  
smll t r i a n g u l a r  dormer whdows p r o j e c t  from both sides of t he  raof over 
t h e  nava. The briiek cornice8 running beneath the eaves oiE tlhe roof 
a l l  s i d e s  a r e  corbeled,  

The ma in entrance to St. Andrew" , as t r a d i t i o n  requires, is on 
the  western facade, A f l i g h t  of f w r t e e n  atone s t eps  leads t o  the m b  
en t rance ,  which is conposed of t h r e e  identlical doornays. The shape of 
each portal is a pointed arch wi th  the jambs b e h g  f o r m d  by f i v e  con- 
t h u o u s  recessed arches. Above each portal is a flower-like atone 
medallion. A band of stone moulding accents  the angta of the  gable above 
each of t h e  arches. A f u r t h e r  decora t ive  touch is a band of acanthus 
leaves ,carved in W e ,  rumnhg errcross the jambes. Each of the  three 
doors are rectangular  f our-paneled doubie doors,  painted dark  green. The 
bottom panels are square moulded panels  with four  quatrefoils carved jin the 
canter. The top panels are carved as columns support ing an arch. Above 
each door, in t h e  point of t h e  a rch ,  Zs s s ta ined  glass transom. In the 
center of t h e  Western facade over t h e  p o r t a l s  lis a l a r g e  s ta ined-glass  
rose whdow. Above this window is a platform and niche with. e a t a t u e  sf 
a saint, 

Tke two t a l l  Gothic t m e r s  whkh f l a n k  the n n a h  en t rance  a r e  
aquare in plan.  A number of bands of stone run hsrj izontal ly across  each 
tower. The brick por t ion of each tower is pLerced by two c;mll lancet: 
windows, tt;so l a r g e  pointed-arch s ta ined-glass  tracery windows, and s e t s  
of double pointed-arch openings a t  t h e  bblfry.  Above t h i s ,  t h e  pointed 
spires a r e  covered with s l a t e  tiles and accented with copper. 

On t h e  nor th  and south facades t h e  nave wall  is piereed by f o u r  
tall lancet windows, each f i l l e d  wi th  simgle wooden t r a c e r y  and stahed- 
glass, The f ron t  wa l l s  of t h e  t r a n s e p t s  ere f i l l e d  mainly by very large 
pointed-arch etained-glass windows with more elaborate t r a c e r y  des i s s .  
There frs a p o r t a l  on t h e  n o r t h  kransept only, A mouldhg of  bricks 
surrounds the door, and a latons l a b e l  moulding is over it, 
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On the east end, the upper p a r t  of the  wal ls  and roof of the seven- 
sided apse can be seen, Four l a n c e t  wdndows pierce the four  westernmost 

Pel rectangular wooden door on t h e  east side l e a d s  h t o  the 
which surround the base of t h e  apse, Six s e t s  (two on each 
11 double lancet  windows pie rce  the low walls of t h i e  rear area. 

A few f e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t  sf the r e a r  doos stands a smll wooden b e l l  
r from %he original church, 

XNTE R I O R  

empared t o  the  r e l a t i v e  s h p l  i c i t y  of t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of St .  Andrew" appears very elaborate. Surfaces are r i c h l y  decorated and 
l i g h t  f i l t e r i n g  i n  from the  numerous s ta ined-glass  windows adds t o  t h e  
c o l o r f u l  h t e r i o r ,  a"he dCsign and decora t ion of the i n t e r i o r  are l ikewise 
drawn frm Gothic sources, but are agore Prekly adagged than that of the 
e x t e r i o r .  

I Passing through the portals on the =stern facade, me e n t e r s  t h e  
I narthex, This long, narrow ante-room has e Low ceil  ing with ribbed vaults. 
The floor is eovered with a mosaic pat te rn  of small multi-colored round 
t i l e s ,  Opposite t h e  th ree  main entrance  doors are three sets  of carved 
wooden double doors  Headbg i n t o  t h e  nave, These doors have f ive moulded 
panels of quatrefoil design topped by two panels  of frosted glazing wLth 
sixnple t r a c e r y ,  The door p l a t e s  on these and the =stern p o r t a l s  a re  of 
very o r n a t e  brass with Gothic d e s i m s ,  fro small square rooms f l ank  t he  
narthex, These are entered by single wooden doors with moulded q u a t r e f o i l  
panels, In the room on t h e  south end of the  narthex, a stairway leads t o  
t h e  balcony above the narthex. This is a closed s t r i n g  s t a i r  with moulded 
panels  and o r n a t e l y  turned b a l u s t e r s  and newel post .  The room on the n o r t h  
side of the  narthex is used t o  s t o r e  religious a r t i c l e s ,  

The main sanctuary has s e a t b g  f o r  800 on Ion$ simple wooden pewe. 
The f l o o r  is of long narrow wooden boards which are eovered by black and 
white t i l e s  on the aisles, In t h e  apse is an orrhate altar with Gothic 
mot if s. The white marble Ear the a l  tar and the  altar r a i l i n g s  was imported 
from I t a l y ,  The c e i i l b g  is supported by an e labora te  system of ribbed 
vaul ts .  The r i b s  do no t  terminate i n  columns o r  piers as in most Gothic 
cathedrals but end rather with ornately carved and gi lded pendants, 

Almost a l l  l i g h t  enters t h e  sanctuary through the b r i g h t l y  tinted 
s ~ a i n e d ~ g l a s s  windows, There are four t a l l ,  narrow pointedmarch t r a c e r y  

/- 

windows on both sides of the  nave, These windows d%pict scenes such a s  t h e  
Annunebtion and t h e  Last  Supper and paLrs of saints, A t  the top  of each 
of these windows is a circular pans of glass with the Cross and Crown, the 
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symbol of C h r i s t  the  K h g ,  A t  t he  ends of t h e  t r a n s e p t  are l a r g e  pointed- 
arch  t r a c e r y  vindows. The c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  in t h e  nor th  t r ansep t  window is 
S t ,  P a t r k k ;  t h e  c e n t s a l  f igure  ]in the south  t r a n s e p t  window is St .  Andrewe 
Four small stminedlllglass windows in t h e  apse i l luminate the  cho i r  a rea ,  In 
ehe upper bsestern wal l  of the  chuirch is rs l a r g e  rose  window, A naedall ion 
of S t ,  C e c i l i a ,  patron s a i n t  of Mu8icfans, forms t h e  center  of t h e  windw, 
In  t h e  surrounding c i r c u l a r  medallions are f i g u r e s  of angela and floral 

A good d e a l  of t h e  well  surface of St .  Andrew's has  been h k h l y  
decorated with polychrome p a h t .  Artists from outs ide  the  Roanoke a r e a  were 
secured in  t h e  1940's t o  do t h e  i n t e r i o r  decorat ing.  The w a l l s  a r e  covered 
with p l a s t e r  and painted a pale grayish-tan above a level four  fee-rom the 
f loor .  Below t h i s  t h e  wal ls  are faced wi th  smaoth rec tangular  stones 
topped by a cyma r e c t a  stone moulding. Above t h i s  moulding is a band of 
gold l e a f  with a red, b lue ,  and green running vine and rose motif. A 
p a t t e r n  of a l t e r n a t i n g  f l  rs and c rosses  runs around the  edge of the  nave 
wall windo~gs. A b r i g h t  vine-l ike pa t t e rn  in red ,  b lue  and gold runs along 
the edge of t h e  r i b s  of the  v a u l t  h g .  Runnfng around the naw w a l l s  
beginning on the  e a s t  s i d e  of the  nor th  t r a n s e p t  ere e s e r i e s  of ceramic 
tableaus  dep ic t ing  t h e  twelve s t a t i o n s  of t h e  c ross ,  Tile wall  su r faces  of 
the  c h o i r  area  p a r t i c u l a r l y  are highly decorated,  To each s i d e  of the  
a l t a r  are niches c o n t a i n h g  polychrom s t a t u e s ,  Mary on t h e  north and 
Joseph on t h e  south, Behind these  sta tues  a r e  b lue  backgrounds bordered 
by an e l a b o r a t e  vine and rose design,  fn t h e  point8  of t h e  arches above 
them a r e  coLorful angele h o l d h g  banners reading '"ve Mariat"nd '"It Ad 
Joseph". On the  lower por t ion  of the  apse w a l l  is a b r i l l i a n t  and i n t r i c a t e  
ca rpe t  of reds and b lues  on a gold background. fn t h e  c e n t r a l  n iche  f o  
by the  r i b s  of t h e  vau l t ing  above this is a c r u c i f i x  with two adoring saints 
on a gold l e a f  and f l o r a l  background. In the two niches t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h i s  are oval  medall ions with s a i n t s .  Above these  n iches ,  the  space, b e t w e n  
t h e  r i b s  is painted deep blue with s t a r s  t o  resemble t h e  heavens, The 
e f f e c t  of a l l  these  b r i g h t l y  colored f i g u r e s  and designs and t h e  use of 
gold l e a f  on t h e  d rop  pendants end column c a p i t a l s  is an almost gaudy rich- 
ness and elegance, One e n t e r s  the  r e a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  church by walking 
through a s h o r t  ambulatory on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  choir .  Th i s  leads  t o  a 
wooden rec tangu la r  moulded panel door with a pointed arch t r a n s o m  l i g h t .  
The r e a r  rooms of t h e  bui ld ing a r e  used for t h e  sacrl is ty and s torage ,  The 
walls  of these rooms a r e  p las tered  and painted cream color. There is l i t t le  
other  decora t ion,  The roms are lighted by sets of small double lancet: 
windows, A p l a i n  sear door Peeds outside t o  thes bslltwer and rectory, 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Cathol ics were late in establishing themselves as congre gat ions  
in the western valleya of Virgin&. In 1879, Pether John W. Lynch, who 
had in that year been assigned to the church at Lexington and the adja- 
cent count i e s  of Rockbridge, Alleghany, Craig, Bath, Botetourt , and 
Roanoke, v i s i ted  Big Lick in Roanoke County end found only one Catholic 
family residing there. With the advent of the railroad terminus, 
Big Lick became Roanoke, and s number of Catholic families moved into 
the rapidly growing town, On Novsmber 19, 1882, Father Lynch said t b  
f i r s t  Mass in Passenger Coach No. 6, which had been offered by the 
Shenandoah Valley Railroad, 

The Catholic population of Roanoke continued to grow, =king 
a church building a necessity. J. Be Austin, a lend developer, offered 
as a gift to Father Lynch any unselected site in his company's holdings. 
Lynch chose two acres atop what is now St. Andrew's Hill. The origbal  
deed was later supplemented by several a d j s i n h g  lots. Within a year, 
a small brick church wtats completed at the sumil of the hLll, In 1887, 
a permanent rectory was built behind the chqrch, some of the materials 
having been salvaged from the old McClanshnn Mill at the foot of M a l  
Mountain. Two years later. Lynch was officially appointed as resident 
paator, 

I 

me congregation of St. Andrew's continued to expand and the 
l i t t le  b r k k  church ajioon became totally hadequate. A contract for tbs 
present St. Andrew's was let at a total cost of more than $100,000. 
All but 20% of this sum was paid by the contributions of the emgre- 
gation by the dedkation of the new building on November 25,1902. 
Ground-breakbg had been leas than two years before, on Dsceaber 2, 
1900. Wil l iaPn P .  Gbther af Akson, Ohio, was the architect, The new 
ehurch was eoplgleted around the old one, thus the aaterhlrir of the old 
brick structure bad to be thr out of the whdows of the new church 
before it could be completed, 

Father tgnch, who had been sbgu lar ly  ilnportant b the 
church's foundation and expansion, left Roanoke in 1910, for a pastorate 

I 
jisr Greensborough, N, C , ,  Men he died, h i s  remains =re returned and 
iylterred on the grounds of St, Andrew's, directly b e r a %  of the 
church. A large plaque to the left of the main' entrance commnemorates 
h i s  servkce to the c unity, A boy's homa end a high ~ c h o o l  nm share 
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the top of t h e  h i l l  with the church, 

Atchiteetursl ly St. Andrew's ranks as one of the largest  and 
finest examples of the High Victorian Gothic s t y l e  in t h e  Commonwealth. 
The character of the building is definitely French, rather than being the 
more usual odd mixture of national  styles. The scholarly design end 
exquisite craftsmanship are a direct outgrowth of the architectual move- 
ment fostered by the writings end teachings of A .  W. N.  P u g h  and 
Ruskin* In i t s  cornanding posi t ion dominating the skyline of down 
Roanoke, St. Andrew's stands aa the city's richest end most conspicuous 
architectural  landmark, 
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