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F i r e  S t a t i o n  No. One a t  p resen t  is an  ope ra t ing  f i r ehouse  and 
is maintained in  a  good s t a t e  of r epa i r .  The bu i ld ing  is  an above- 
average example of Edwardian e r a  f i r ehouse  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  having a 
r i c h l y  embell ished facade  in  t h e  Engl ish  Renaissance s t y l e  of S i r  
Chr is topher  Wren, and handsome i n t e r i o r  appointments. 

EXTERIOR I 
E Over-all  Dimensions - 48'2" wide x 135'11" deep. I 

Foundation - rough-hewn liinestone a s h l a r .  approximately 3 f e e t  
above ground l e v e l  i n  f r o n t .  

-- 

Trim - Wood Cor in th ian  cornice  a t  roof wi th  modil l ions and d e n t i l s ;  
t e r r a  c o t t a  Cor in th ian  p i l a s t e r  c a p i t a l s  on facade; 
pedimented cupola wi th  arcaded b e l f r y  capped with 
small  dome - a l l  pa in ted  white. Dome of cupola 
is s h e e t  metal. Base of cupola  is f lanked by unor- 
namented b r i c k  volu tes .  

1 
Roof - Almost f l a t ,  s l i g h t l y  s l a n t e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  (south) .  Sheathed 

with metal  and pa in ted ,  later t r e a t e d  wi th  t a r .  
Roof is hidden on facade by a b r i c k  parapet .  

I 
I 

Wall Const ruc t ion  - Sol id  b r i c k ,  unpainted except  r e a r  wal l .  
W i c k  on facade smooth, pressed b r i c k  veneer  with 
r u s t i c a t e d  ground f loo r .  Remaining b r i c k  comon bond. 

rn 

- 
z 
v, 

-I 

m 

Chimneys - One small chimney f o r  furnace on r e a r  S. E. s ide .  
Large hose tower on r e a r  S. W. s ide .  

Openings - I n  f r o n t ,  two l a r g e  double doors ( o r i g i n a l  wood struc- 
t u r e )  in e i t h e r  bay Eor f i r e  engines. Small wooden 
door in c e n t e r  f o r  pedes t r i an  ent rance .  Two l a r g e  
doors (not  o r i g i n a l )  i n  back of b u i l d i n g  with small  
door in  cen te r .  The windows a r e  l a r g e ,  pa in ted  
wi th  wood sashes  and concre te  sills. There is evi- 
dence of s h u t t e r s  once used on t h e  ou t s ide ;  t h e  
i ron  suppor ts  a r e  v i s i b l e .  Second f l o o r  facade 
windows a r e  set in arched panels  and have s tone  
keystones. 

B e l l  Tower - On t h e  f r o n t  a b e l l  tower (cupola)  r i s e s  above t h e  
f l a t  roof.  Be l l  can be seen  through arched openings. 
Dome on top. 

v, 

rn 
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v, 

Basement - Entered by a s p i r a l  metal s t a i r c a s e ,  c o n t a i n s  a c o a l  
furnace  and c o a l  b ins .  The basement is only unodr 
t h e  rear p a r t  of t h e  building.  S t e e l  beams and the 

I 
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'#7 Descr ip t ion  
INTERIOR - Con'rinued 

concre te  f l o o r  molded over metal  a rches  a r e  v i s i b l e  in  
t h e  coal  b in  area.  Metal covered openings i n  r e a r  of 
bu i ld ing  and o u t s i d e  of bui ld ing  admit c o a l  t o  b ins .  

I Large metal  covered hole i n  r e a r  of bu i ld ing  (machine a r e  ) 
used f o r  removal of ashes .  1 

F i r s t  Floor - Height,  16; f e e t  f l o o r  t o  c e i l i n g .  The f l o o r  is con- 
c r e t e ,  r idged t o  g ive  the  hor ses  t r a c t i o n  and sloped 

1 f o r  ease  of c leaning.  Walls,  s o l i d  b r i c k ,  now pain ted  
but probably no t  o r i g i n a l l y .  I n  r e a r ,  south  s i d e ,  
metal s p i r a l  s tairway.  In f r o n t ,  wooden f l o a t i n g  s t a i r -  
case.  The c e i l i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  is e l a b o r s t e  
stamped metal ,  pa in ted  s i l v e r ,  with some of t h e  o r i g i n a l  

I f lower- l ike  1 i g h t  f i x t u r e s ,  soma replaced wi th  f lou r -  
e scen t  l i g h t s .  Large o r i g i n a l  s e t s  of double wooden 

I doors  in f r o n t  con ta in  o r i g i n a l  hardware, some brcss .  

I 
Doors now painted brown. S i x  o r i g i n a l  s t e e l  support  
po les  hold up a l a r g e  s t e e l  beam running t h e  l eng th  
of the  b u i l d i n g  under t h e  second f l o o r .  Remaining 

I u p s t a i r s  beams a r e  probably wood. Five b r a s s  poles 
I come through openings of second f l o o r  down t o  f i r s t  

I f loo r .  Heating - hot  water  from furnace piped t o  l a r g e  
p ipes  on c e i l i n g  of f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t hen  down t o  r a d i a t o r s  
e l eva ted  o f f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and up t o  r a d i a t o r s  on 
second f loo r .  Or ig ina l  p ipe  from h o t  water  hea t ing  
system s t i l l  on c e i l i n g  of f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a l s o  used t o  
f i l l  steam pump engines ,  enab l ing  more r ap id  s t e m  
pressure.  Windows a r e  of simple wood framing wi th  some 
of o r i g i n a l  g l s s s  remaining. Window sash ings  have been 
replaced in some windows and windows a r e  not i d e n t i c a l  
now. 

Second Floor - 8 rooms wi th  unfinished maple f l o o r s .  Or ig ina l  p ine  
wainscoting halfway up wa l l s  of Chief ' s  o f f i c e  is  now 
pain ted  brownish-yel lw,  and comb gra ined ., I n  o t h e r  
r o o m ,  woodwdrk, chair, r a i l  and pfcturfe r a i l  n'ie a l l  
pa in ted  same brownish-yellow, and metal c e i l i n g s  and 
p l a s t e r  walls a r e  pa in ted  beige. The l a r g e  s l eep ing  
room is l i n e d  with b u i l t - i n  wooden lockers .  The 
bathroom, o f £  t h i s  a rea ,  r e t a i n s  e a r l y  s i n k s  and wooden 
d i v i d e r s .  The two h a y l o f t s  remain, one now is a 
s t o r a g e  area ,  t h e  o the r  is used a s  a  kitehcn. Large 
doors on r e a r  of t h e s e  rooms a r e  v i s i b l e  where hay was 
l i f t e d  i n  f o r  s torage .  Also v i s i b l e  both ins ide  and 
o u t  on sou ths ide  of b u i l d i n g  a r e  h o i s t s  and runners  
used t o  l i f t  t h e  hay. Two l a r g e  s k y l i g h t s  remain in  
t h e  s l eep ing  room. S t e e l  suppor t  po les ,  smal ler  than  
downstairs ,  support  a  steel beam running t h e  l e n s t h  of 
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t he  bu i ld ing  on t h e  second f l o o r  c e i l i n g .  Rest of 
c e i l i n g  beams appear t o  be wood. C e i l i n g  of t h e  second 
f l o o r  stamped s h e e t  metal now painted beige. Son2 of 
o r i g i n a l  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  remain. Cupola reached 
by l adder s  from second f loo r .  Eose tower on southwest 
c o r n e r  has o r i g i n a l  wood covered window-like are-s seen  
from outs ide .  Ins ide  orLginal i r o n  climbing b a r s  
v i s i b l e  and s t i l l  used t o  d r y  hoses. Wood support  
beams l a t e r  added ins ide  when feared  t h a t  tower w a i l s  
we re weakening . 

(Nprnaar ell onrris.j I 
1 #7 Descr ip t ion  
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Roanoke's F i r e  S t a t i o n  No. 1 is  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of 
Edwardian e r a  f i r ehouse  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  having a  r i c h l y  embellished 
facade  in  t h e  English Renaissance s t y l e  of S i r  Chr is topher  Wren, and 
bo th  handsome and well-preserved i n t e r i o r  appointments. The bu i ld ing  
su rv ives  almost completely unal te red  and provides a  r a r e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  l i f e  of an early-twentieth-century fireman. Completed by 1908, 
t h e  f i rehouse  was designed by the  Lynchburg a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm of 
Hugqins and Bates,  who took s p e c i a l  pa ins  t o  give t h e  young c i t y  a 
b u i l d i n g  of p a r t i c u l a r  d ign i ty .  A s  a func t iona l  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  a e s t h e t i c  q u a l i t y  F i r e  S t a t i o n  No. 1 s t a n d s  a s  test imony 
of t h e  h igh  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t andards  of t h e  Edwardian era, and an  
important  monument t o  t h e  c i v i c  p r i d e  of e a r l y  Roanoke. 
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Roon 1116. Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Of f i ce  Building 

IAs the des ignated  S t a t e  Lia ison  Off icer  for t h e  Na- 

1 t ional  His tor ic  P re se rva t i on  Act of 1966 (Publ ic1 ,aw 

89-665) .  I hereby nominate t h i s  property for  inc lus ion  

! 
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I hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  property i s  included i n  the  

Nat ional  Regis ter .  

i n  the  Notional  Regis ter  and cer t i fy  that  i t  has  been 
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